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. HunMustWinBefore

ericans CanStrike

. War

Weary People Have Been Promised That This Gigantic Stroke
, Will Break Allies and Secure Indemnities That
. Stand Between

Them and Ruin.

‘WE approach t

_I &

and Allied publics.
* It is well to recall once more the

present German campaign was undertaken.
Picardy in 1918, as the French did in Champagne in 1915, to relieve an
ally and with only a subordinate hope of breaking through.
attack as did the British and the French at the Somme, to save an imperiled
sector of the Western front, as Verdun had to be saved in July, 1916. They
f)jecti\re than had the ill-starred Nivelle one year

His maximum purpose was to turn the Germans out of
* Prance, and Halg's hope In the Ypres campaign of last summer and fall did
not go beyond the freeing of the Belgian coast.

had a far more ambitious o
ago at the Aisne.

Now the Germans in thelr venturs
have returned to their own precedents
of the Marne and Verdun campalgns.
Thelr offensive was a dellberate at-
temypt to win the war by one gigantic
thrust, and It was so advertised by the
German presa which in such Instances
alwiys speaks by the book, and at the
diotation of the German army. The
German set out to impose a German
peace upon the world by one more vie-
torious campaign. He struck the Brit-
fah in 1918 as he struck the French in
1918. Before Verdun he advertised his
offensive aa designed to “break the heart
of France.” Before his last attack he
promised to ‘break the spirit and will
“of Britain.”

There was no permanent profit for the
German at this time in the war in a
gain of territory without a rupture of
the allled front. Least of all was there
any profit In the re.conquest of that
desert he had created between the
Bcoheldt, the Bomme, the Scarpe and the
Oise In his great retreat of the previ-
ous year. A similar advance anywhere
@lse on the front would have been in-
caloulably more disastrous to hils foes,
because it would have devastated a new,
reglon of France and thus added one
more to the burdens the war has
brought upon the French natlon.

He struck where he dld becausa it was
the one place In the wéstern front
where he could hope, given a complete
suoccess at the outset, to produce a situa-
tion out of which he might win a su-
préeme triumph and end the war. 1

because it is essential now, and in the
‘nekt few weeks, to keep In mind the
@German purpose. It is essential be-
eaune otherwise there may be an un-
mstg' pessimism which will have a
bad egfftct. The UGerman is bound to
‘make new gains, he {a almost certain to
'advance his llne at points, just as he
}did at Verdun. but as at Verdun, the
maln consideration Is pot local galn,
but the extent to which he realized his
main purpose.

Verdun was a fallure for the German
after he was checked on the Douaumont
plateau on February 26, 1818. He had
almed, in that campalgn, to take Ver-
dun with his first thrust, Interpose be-
tween the French armites of thes central

" and of the eastern groups, separate them
and compel a general French retire-
ment with the abandonment of several
thousand square miles of French terri-
tory and an eventual resumption of the
march on Paria. By March 1 there was
not the smallest chance of a separation
of French armies, Verdun become merely

.a looal lssue, ¥French strategy became
purely a problem of holding on untll the
British should be ready for thelr
Bomme attack.
Germany Now
.

Staking All

French strategy realized ita larger

By FRANK H. SIMONDS

he end of the third week of the German offensive in
Picardy, when this article is written, there is no mistaking the fact that
the second Battle of the Somme is rapidly taking on the color and character
of another and more gigantic Verdun with all that Verdun means to German

purposa and, by the smallest of margina

der which tif%
The Germans did not attack

exact circumstances un

They did not

L]

also saved Verdun. When the British
attacked at the Somme on July 1, Ver-
dun was In extreme danger, and it
would almost certaimy have fallen in the
next few months, had there been no di-
version of German reserves and ar-
tillery ta the Somme battleground. But
even the taking of Verdun in the sum-
mer of 1318 would not have been a com-
mensurate return for German casualties
amounting to between 300,000 and 400.-
000. Even had Verdun fallen, French’
strategy was to hold the mass of the
German armlies In play until Britain
could be fully ready.

Now, bearing In mind the Verdun
parallel, we can ses the German offen-
slve In Its trfue light in the present in-
stance. The German had to face cer-
tain politieal conditions at home and
abroad, Hls own people were terribly
tired of war and were suffering greatly
from hardships incident to war. They
wanted peace, but the victories in the
east and the collapse of Russia had
temporarily ralsed thelr spirits and they
were - willing to believe thetr military
leaders, who told them that one more
great effort In the west would bring a
German peace, and what was even more
important, would ‘'enable Germany to
make hef enemies pay the costs of the
vwar, for every German of ordinary  in-
teiligence realizes that Germany Iis
ruined if she can obtaln no indemnities
and does not break down the hostility of
her preseént foes, which will cripple her
economic’ future.

Finally, the German realized that the
United States was beginning to be a
military factor. The flow of American
troops to the continent, which several
months ago had amounted, on the state-
ment of the French high commissioner,
to nearly a quarter of a million was con-
tinuing And increasing. Granted that
Germany might have a slight preponder-
ance of numbers avallable for the of-
fenslves In March and in April, the mar-
gin was so small that to postpone action
for two or three months would wipe it
out as a result of the increase of Ameri-
can troops in France. Time ran agalnst
the German as it did at the time of
Verdun, when he sought a decision be-
fore the Britlsh could get ready.

Now allied strategy had certain equal-
ly plain facts to wrestle with. Conceiv-
ably the Germans were slightly su-
perior both in numbers and in gun-
power. An allled offensive would thus
have relatively small chance of great
success, because previous allied offen-
glves had falled when guns and men
wera both avallable in superior num-
bers. But there was arriving and
would centinue to arrive a stream of
men and munitions from America,
which would, by 1919, give the allies a
final advantage in both, and provide
them with a reserve which, all things
considered, might be regarded as prac-
tically Inmexhaustible. The supremse pur-
pose of the allles, then, was to endurs
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as possible, until America was ready.
Anything but a major disaster was a
price they must and did consent to pay
for time, and by & major disaster they
understood German victory that would
insure a German peace.

Given these conditiona on both sides,
let us see how the game worked out
in the first three weeks of the German
offensive. The German planned a Na-
poleonic blow. He undertook to break
through the British on a front of 50
miles, drive a wedge between the French
and the Britieh, roll the British back
upon Calals and Boulogue, that is north
of the Semmae, contaln the whole British
force on the now restricted front with
a relatively emall fraction of his troops,
who would dig in, and then concentrate
lmll his resources and not Improbably a
material fraction of the resources of his
allles upon a final blow against the
French.

In his original conception, Hinden-
burg expected to break through the al-
lled line, throw the French back behind
the Seine and the Oise, contain the
routed British behind the Somme or
even the Canche and then, with his
hands free for the moment, deal the
death blow to the French. And it is
essential to recognize that if the Brit-
ish had been thrown back behind the
Somme or the Canche and penned up in
the narrow area, thug circumscribed,
the peril to France would have been
tremendous. It was the old Napoleonic
conception of the Waterloo campalgn,
to divide the British and the Prussians,
drive the Prussians east towards Liege
and contaln them with Grouchy and
then smash Wellington. The fallure

with as little losa of ground and men

was the failure of Grouchy to contain
the Prusslans, who got back into effec-

tive touch with the
the French.

Gough’s Army
Badly Beaten

Now let us follow the working out
of the strategy as far as it had gona
on April 8, which is just gshort of three
weeks. First of all, thers was an im-
mediate rupture of the allied Iline.
Gough's Fifth army was beaten as no
great British army has ever been beat-
en. Not only was it beaten, but in ita
retreat it was so badly handled that the
Germans were able to Intervene between
it and the main British armies to the
north and similarly between it and the
French armies to the south. The Fifth
army was the link in the allied chain
of armles from Switzerland to the sea
and this link was effectually broken by
Friday, March 22. Thus in two days
Hindenburg had accomplished what Fal-
kenhayn had falled to achieve at Ver-
dun, he had broken a holg between the
allled armies.

The ultimate German victory, after
the Immediate and enormous local suc-
cess west of St. Quentin was prevented
by the French, they saved the British
even more unmistakably than Bluecher
saved Wellington at Waterloo, Had the
French not been able to Intervene, the
Germans would have realized in the
first week the maln purpose of their
strategy ; they would have driven the
British in something approaching a
complete rout, so far as the Fifth army
was concerned, north of the Somme and
out of touch with the French.

The French saved the Britiah and the
situation by the rapidity with which they
moved their reserves northward. They

British and routed

had two things to do. The collapse of

through, just as Victor Hugo and other
French writers Insist that Napoleon
would have won at Waterloo if it had
not rained the night before and delayed
the French attack the next morning.
But the German was not through. To
the north, in front of Arras, his advance
had been slight and he was still in
touch with his old good communications.
Accordingly he launched a new thrust
A Arras. The purpose was simple. He
had broken the gats betwean the French
and British hinges at La Fere and
Arras at the La Fere hinge; it had
swung back, but the French had come
up and stopped the swing. He might
now wrench it off the northern hinge:
if he did, his purpose would still be ac-
compllished, because he w;ould open A
new gap between the allies and there

were no more French reserves avall-
able.

Unfortunately for him, however, the
Third British army succeaded where the
Fifth had failed. It retired a little, but
in perfect order and upon stronger po-
sitions, which it held, exacting so ter-
rible a price from the Germans that
they stopped ahort in the attack upon
the northern hinge, and they have not
resumed their attack up to the present
moment. The rush was over by March
27. By April 1 there was a general lull
all over the front and the Germans were
digging in on theair flanks and getting
up thelr heavy guns, while the allies
wers also digging In and getting up re-
serves and artillery.

Allied Situation
Is Still Awkward

Still the allled situation was excead-
ingly awkward, and remains so, In one

important respect. As at Verdun, the
first German rush had carried the as-
sallant over most of the good gun po-

gitions and naturally defensive lines on
which the French could make a stand
if the most Important local objectives
were to be saved. Verdun city was the
local objective In the earllier campalgn ;
Amliens ococupies a similar role In the
later offensive. When the rush stopped,
the Germans were within a dozen miles
of the old capital of Plcardy. an im-
portant Industrial town: but, above
ali. the neck of the bdttle through which
pass all the main north-and-south rall-
roads of this region, tha rallroads which
connect Paris with Calais and the Brit-
ish and ‘French front, and, what is more
Important, the rallroads from Houen and
Havre, which connect the British In
Picardy, Artols and Flanders with their
main bases on the saa.

It is no longer certain that the Ger-
mans, even {if they got Ameins. oould
separate the British and the French, for
not until it passes Abbeville, 20 miles

the Fifth British army had not only|
opened a gap between the British and |
French fronts, -it had also uncovered |
the main roade to Parls. Thus the
French had to rush troops north to
cover Paris, they had also to rush troops |
up to get in front of the German push
westward, which was rapidly getting to
the point where all restoration of con-
tact between the allles would be im-
possible, :

The threat to Paris was stopped short
and never became grave at any time
during the critical period. But it was
not until March 28 that French troops
had gotten around the copner and in
front of the extreme point of the wedge,
and by this time this extreme point had
passed Montdidier and had begun to
climb the narrow plateau betwean the
Avre and the Noye valleys. And in the
Noye valley runs the main raflroad from
Paris to the north. It was a breathless
finish to one of the most exciting races
in all military history.

Rain Plays
Important Part

The Germans did not immediately ac-
cept the fact of defeat. For several
days they continued to assall this nec-
essarily thin line which was the Iife-
line of the allied armles, since it bound
the PBritlsh and the French togetlier.
But ths French soldler of blood and
bravery held. By April 1 the German
was forced to abandon his immediate
efforts to break the new connection.
He had temporarily oome to the end
of his strength on this front, where he
was 35 miles from his starting-point,
and tha hopslesa roads behind him wera
rendered even more hopelass hy the rain
storm that now Intervened, Perhaps If

west, does the Somme become an Im-
passable barrier between the north and
the south, and the British might hang
on astride the Somme all the way back
to the neighborhood of Abbeville; but
if Amiens went., their connactions with
Great Britaln would at once he threat-
ened. Yet, if the line hald within 19
miles weat of Amlena. new communica-
tions could in time be improvised.
Had Amlens fallen in the first rush.
then the British would have bean swept
north of the Somme and thers could
have been no further hope of restora-
tlon of contact between French and
British: but, once the contact was re-
stored A dozen miles {n front of Amlieno,
thera wasa real hopa that it might be
maintained west of Amiens, even If this
town should fall. I say that becauss
the fall of Amiens, which remains pos-
aible, should not be accepted as having
the importance that it might have ha4d
two weeks or more agn. The fall of
Verdun in August would have been a
sad blow to allled morale, but (it would
not have been the evidence of immediate

disaster {t would have been in Feab-
ruary, or even In the first days of
March, 1816, and the sama Is now trus

of Amiens.

After tha first week of effort there
was a natural and inevitabls lull iIn
tha Amlens sector. The German did
not actually stop, but his operationr,
save at Arras, were inconsiderabls jur
nearly & weak. Then he began on er-
actly the old Verdun lines—that i{=s, Ly
attacks on elither sglde of the weadge he
had driven in toward hia Immediate
local objective. In Lorralne hsa hegan
his new operations by attacks upon
Dead Man's hill and Fort du Vaux, on
the flanks of his wedga. He did Lhis
to abolish the evil effect of the artii-

it had not rained he might have gotten

lery fire concentrated upon his wedgn

ELLISH DRIVE

Allies Can Wait,
Hindenburg Cannot

Confidence That the
in Qur

Fact That Teutonic Strategy Has Failed Its Mark Is Reason for

Final Outcome Will Be
Favor.

from both sides Before Ameins Le
sought to widen his wedge.

Sought to
Widen Wedge

Hindenburg's problem was a magii-
fied reproduction of the Verdun prob
lem. Any further advanca at the puint
of the wedge toward Amiena would be
smothered by concentrated allled ar-
tillery fire. He must therefore wilden
the wedge, and he sought to do this by
attacking the French on the plateau
between the Avre and the Noye. south
of Amiens, and the Britlsh west of Lbe
Ancre and Somme. Could he advance
#n beth flanks, he would begin to throw
a loop mround Amiens, isolating the
town both from the north and from the
south. But, although he gained ground,

his gain was inconslderable and the
price pald exorbitant. The pricea was
increased by the fact that German
heavy artillery was not yet up, and
French and British guns of all cali-
bers were in position. By tha third

Sunday of the battle the German ef-
fort on both flanks had slowad down,
with no real galn on thke north and no
decislve gain on thae south, although
the Amiens-Calais rallroad was no
longer usable and barely two miles dls-
tant from the German front.

In sum, then, toward the end of the
third week the German was still far
from his major end, the separation of
the British and French armies. He had
won a great battle and administered to
one strong British army perhaps the
heaviest defeat in British military his-
tory. He had advanced heyond any ex-
pectation of the allies. He wna approach-
ing Amiens, although at n very emlow
pace. But he had paid 300,000 casualties
for a local success; and thera was not
the smallest promise that he could
bring home a new BSedan or Waterloo
discoverable In the face of the situa-

tion. Hather, there was the growing
likealthood of a second Verdun.,

And the German must have not a
local victory. but a decisive victory, a

military solution of the problem of war.
He has confessed that he must have it
at once, by tha terms under which he
challenged his foes and enlisted his own
people. 1If he is before Amiens a month
from now, he will have lost the cam-
paign, provided he continues the battle
in this field or does not win a major
triumph in some other. If he gets be-
yond Amiens without separating his two
foes, he will have falled, if they are =till
able to stand firmly united before him.
He needs another local success as great
as his recent triumph to win what he
sought to win., and nothing else will
greatly help him now.

Allied Prospects
Are Improving

Allled prospects have greatly Im-
proved since there was an eleventh-hour
Agreement upon a single command. It
ought to have been agreed upon last win-
ter, but it was blocked by British mill-
tary influence, despite the urgings of
Lioyd George. America, France, and
even Italy. favored it, but British influ-
encea postponed it unt!l the present re-
verse Intervened. After the defeat
there could ba no mora argument by
British military authorities, since It was
the fallure of the British which brought
a defeat which was nearly a disaster.
Foch was preeminently the man for the
place ; no other French general and no
British or Itallan general, and least of
all mn American general, could chal-
lengs the achievement of the man who
saved Naney, won the Marne and
blocked the German drive to the chan-
nel with the ald of the British and Bel-
Elana

It is possible to regret ths lateneas of

the decision, since the task of the new
generallsaimo has been greatly in-
creased thereby . but all this in the past
and In his own public utterances he has
Eiven us the hest assurance that he did
not come too late.

One word as to American participa-
tion. Accepting M. Tardleu's figures of
some time ago, we must now have al
least 300.000 men in France. Of these,
we ure told, 100,000 have started for the
S8omme front, and other divisions nare

relleving French troops Iln four seclors
at the smallest reckoning. Presumadly,

then, we are putting around 200,000 men
at the service of the alltes. This is &
small number, as this war goes, but it
is equal to a class of French recrults,

it is half as large as the annual incre-
ment of the German army. and, since
the men ara picked, it is unquestionably
better In [ts human material than either
a Frengh or German class

Again, If the“allles have lost 200,000 In
the opening phase of the second battle
of ¢ha Somme, the gap has been prompt-
Iy filled by American troopa. ‘The Ger-
man. on the other hand, having lost be-
tween 250,000 and a00.000 In the same
operation, must find the troops lo re-
place wastiage out of hiz own reserves
He can do it. Ha probably had upward
of 1,000,000 reserves to replace Wastage
when the campalgn began, but the rate
of exhaustion for him is thus far fasater
than for his chief opponents, and, hence-
forth, under the wise plan to put’our
troops in more promptly, brigaded with
French and British troops, we shall aid
regularly to replace allilad wastage,
while the German must still rely exclu-
sively upon his own manpower

We are only beginning. but our start
s at & critical moment and our aid s
by no means negligible. On the con-
trary, It may enablas the British and the
Frenéh to reconstitute an army of ma-
neuver If. as seems possible, a large
part of the original force was drawn
in to fill the gapsa created by the de-
feat of the Fifth British army. As 1o
the moral effect, no one can mistake the
admirable impression made by American
enirance, At a critical moment tha
German had falled, first to separate the
armies of his principal enemies, and
secondly to separatse the peoples of his
other enemiea The alllance against
Germany is stronger today than at any
moment sinceHussia fell, and we are In

some small way beginning to replace
Hunaia.

Sat this sgainst the battle lost and
the disaster narrowly escaped by the
allias and it has a real valua, Couple
with 1t the fallure tno date of the Ger-
man strategy to realize (ts main objec-
tive and the reason for confidence is
clear. France lost Charlerol and won
the Marne, Britain has lost the second
battla of the Somme; but Britain,

France and America are all In line once
more and the German advance has ar
least slowed down on what s for us
all the right side of his objective,. Wa
have not produced his downfall, bul he

hasn't yet come at his world-power. We
can wall, ns allled sirategy contem-
piatas. Wa can wall, as Patain walited

at Verdun, until the British were ready.
Hindenburg cannot delay, as his strat-
egy has indicat d; much less can he
afford another Verdun, townrd which his
offensive is rapldly drifting. Hence Lhe

new convulsions of the third week.
On the other hand, unless his present

check 1= Interrupted, the German will

poon attempt to persuade us that he

never sought a real decisive victory and
parande his local gains just as he did In

the Verdun time When he does try
thia game, wa must keep In mind what
he Is going to do. This ia the real test
Now, as at Verdun, this s the test he
must face, and we should not help him
to avold it even for a moment

«CENSOR

BAITER

Reporter ls
" By Tact

Measured
He Displays

BY WILLIAM G. SHEPHERD

Celebrated War Correspondent

STARTED my war reporting as a

distorts the news, and any inexperienced war reporter considers himself
. He starts out in hjis career of war reporting as a
‘bad man,” belligerent for truth, feeling that there is a certain holiness in

!utﬂled in censor-baiting.
his attitude.

But there is a “sawdust trail” that, after a time, he will hit.
{which a certain evangelist, named after a certain legal holiday, declares ‘“you
can’'t beat") the censor’s big blue pencil will, in time, bring every war re-

If he doesn't, then his career as a war reporter is ir-

porter to repentance.
revocably ended and he'll probably go

You can't be a war reporter in these days‘and not be “good.”

My [first experience with war was
with little Francisco Madero in Mexico’
fn 1910; and the first censor that ever

. | put blue pencil to my copy was Madero's

agent in Mexico City.

During the past four years 1 have
been continuousaly under censorship,
ayen a8 t0 my personal correspondence,
and when 1 returned to the United
States recently I greatly missed having
some one to whom I could show the
Jotters I would write to my mother and
friendas before dropping them In the
. mall box. 1 felt inclined to ask the
nearest policeman or hall boy — some-
body in uniform—to put his 0. K. on

I started out. as I have said, a censor
fighter, and it's on the books that I've
my shars of luck at the game. But
~ 18 censorships through which I have

(and I have written copy that
been censored by three European

nations at a time) have taught me g

£

~ better way, of which I shall write later.

After a short experience of a few
rather newsless weeks on the ally side
in the war I went to Germany,
there my first experience confirmed
.my bellef that censors were my enemies,
put me on the defensiye against
The experience was this:
eity of Munich I wrote a harm-
colorful story about war condi-
the town and took it to the of-

tha censor. He was an elderly
German colonel, highly decorated, who
. spoks Engllfsh excellently. He greeted
5 effusively as I laid the copy on the
desk where ha stood at work,
~ “An American!” he exciaimed. “I'm
glad to meet you. America today
conscience of the world; all the
- m mad. It will
you get the §

=

censor-fighter. Improper censorship

Like sin

back home.

back toe your country. The truth is all
that we Germans ask.”

He read over my story, folded it up,

without changing a word, and handed
it 1o me with the envelope.

Did Not Change
Single Word

“You may mall it yourself,” he said.
“I'm sure I can trust you.”

I opened the folded manuscript and
started to write the word “Censored”
on it

In a flash his kindness fell away.
“Please do not say that your article has
?tmi:"cunsored." he said. “Let it go as

I was forced, of course, to yield to
his demand. But there was a lie in that
piece of manuscript; the absence of the
word “censored” was a lle that warped
the news value of my story. The ob-
Ject of omitting that one word was
to carry to the outside word the im-
pression that Germany was not hinder-
ing mewspaper men in their expression
of opinion.

Censorship, as T understood it at the
time. was intended to cover milltary
and political contingencies; here it was
covering a lie which I was being forced
to send to a then neutral country.

After that experience the entire Ger-
man system of censorship challenged
me. 1ts great policies of military and
political safety I could understand: its
petty policy of trying to mold public
opinion in small matters only spurred
me on to beat it if possible.

There was a rule of the German cen-
sorship which was provoking. I was
not allowed to know what had been cut

the censor was 6ne of dis-

” SOONE

treat from Przemysl, when we wers put
on trains and bundled off toward Buda-
pest. We were informed that any stories
which pictured our departure from Prze-
mysl as a hasty retreat would be held
up; and there was no way of getting
anything out without submitting it to
the censor. Here was a story to beat a
censor with. In a hotel at Budfipest I
sgt me down to a typewriter and drew
forth all my stock of slang. 1 tried to
think of the fastest thing that runs, and
my mind settled on Kolehmainen, the
great Finnish marathoner. 1 began my
gtory thus: “Beating it:- from Przemysl
was ong grand Kolehmaingn.” I wrote
30 paragraphs of the sheerest slang.
covering the retreat llke a baseball
writer covering a world's series game.

Wanted More
Of Same Kind

Our language-loving censor, who was
inordinately proud of his ability to
speak seven tongues, never batted an
eye over that copy:; the chances were
that he did not understand one third
of it, but no man with a head shaped
like his ever admitted that there was
anything in the world he didn't know.
The story went.

I had fully expected that the United
Press would decode, or deslang the
story ; but it didn't. Out over the wires
went the story of that grewsome re-
treat, written in baseball slang, and
several editors wrote to the New York
office suggesting that I turn out “some
more of that snappy stuff like the
Przemysl retreat.

it did not require many weeks' ex-
perience in Europe to jndicate to me
that a reporter is measdred by tha tact
which he displays in the presentation of
his stories to the censor. 1 discovered
that censor-fighting was the least pro-
ductive pastime in which a war reporter
could engage.

A strict watch was kept on the news-
papers here in the Upited States by all
the belligerent - governments before
America entered | the war. Germany
kept especially sharp eves on the work
of American coraspondents in Berlin.

An American corespondent was once
haled before an outraged German cen-
por who showed him a clipping of one
of his stories, taken from an American
country newspaper. The headline of
the story—which had been stolen by
the country newspaper from a metro-
politan dally—was highly pro-enemy.
and the country editor, in sarcastic vein,
sentences in

There came suddenly

trust and challenge. e
one day the re-

blackened type. Fully six weeks passed
before this correspondent was finally
assured that the German war office did
not hold him responsible for the story,
slx weeks being the time required for
an agent in the United Stateas to look
up the little newspaper in question and
verify the correspondent's explanation.

All War News
Carefully Weighed

Every word of war news which comes
from Europe to the eyes of the Ameri-
can public has been weighed by cen-
sors as carefully as preclous stones are
weighed by dlamond merchants. Ome
tiny word, or arrangement of words
may send to the bottom ¢f the mea a
great ship or may cost the lives of
thousands of “men in the field. It's all
up to the censor.

“Father is dead,” ran a cablegram
from Sweden to New TYork which
passed through the British censorship.

For some inexplicable reason the cen-

sor' didn't like the word “dead.” Ha
changed it to “deceased.”
Within a short time this question,

gent from New York to Sweden, passed
through the hands of the same censor:
“Is father dead or deceassd?”

What did that word *“dead” mean?
It might have covered a whole volume
of enemy words; it might have pro-
voked disaster on land or sea. And yet
the censor had no better reason for
cutting it out than a certain “hunch”
which came over him that the word
ought to be changed.

The more 1 sees of the censor’s job
the more I sympathize with the censor,
and the more I prefer to be the man
who writes the stuff rather than the
one who censors {t. The mistakes of a
writing man in war time can hardly be
fatal, but the error of a censor may
flame out in a catastrophe at any time.
With unlimited power. he has the right
to give “himself ‘the benefit of the doubt
every time a doubt arises. And person-
ally I don't blame him for doing It

An excellent {llustration of how the
censors are always on the alert comcs
to my mind in connection with an inter-
view that I had with Winston Churchill
when he was first lord of the British
admiralty in the early war daye.

At 1Ast the Interview was finished and
written exactly as it was to go. Mr.
Churchill, ons evening at 5 o'clock, put
his signature to it, called his secretary
and said: ‘“Please taks Mr. Shepherd
to the censor's office and introduce him.
Tell the censor that the interview with
me is all right.”

I was led through a masze of gloomy
hallways, lighted in part by gas, to a
doorwgy which bore the legend. “Naval

-

Censor. x
“This is Sir So-and-So, the naval cen-

sor,” sald the secrefary, presenting me

i

to a strong-featured, iron-gray halred
man. “This is Mr. Shepherd, an Amer-
{can journalist, who is gending an inter-
view with the first lord to Amerlca to-
night.”

“Very well.," said the man of title,
“wa'll take care of 1t." Tha secretary
departed.

T want to write just a few words
to lead the story.,” I said. 1 explained
that my manuscript contalned only the
interview, and that it would be neces-
gary to write a short introduction,

Would Stand for
No “Flub-Dub”

When he had finished he looked up
into my face and sald: “You want to
write an Introduction to this, huh?"

“Yes,” 1 answered. "It starts out too
abruptly rqr an American newspaper
story.”

He hesitated a minute.

Then he said:

“All right write it here. But listen!
No flubdub.” He looked me squarely in
the eye.

I knew what he meant by that phrase,
“no flubdub.” Tie meant, “These fellows
around here may trust you, but T don’t.
I'm the censor and you're a newspaper
man. Fvery reporter’'s a wrong un m{
me until he proves he's right. 1T know
vou've pot an interview with the first
lord of the Britieh admiralty. I know it's
what you call a big newspaper stunt and
that by tomorrow meorning you think
it will ba read by millions and miillons |
of human beings In many languages, and
that It will be telling England’'s side of
the war to the world. But none of that
impresses me. I'm not going 1o give you
the benefit of any doubt. If you are a
wrong un, lock out!”

“Write an introduction yourseif,” 1
Buggested,

“3o ahead with yours,” he sald,
grimly.

1 wrote with a lead pencil at the head
of the article these words: *“Winston
Churchill, first lord of the British ad-
miralty, granted me an interview today,”
and pushed the copy over to him.

“Is that all?"* he sald, more gently.

“T can"t think of any more to gay,” 1
answered. :

“Very good,” he saild, smiling, as I
rosa to go. 1 was afrald you were go-
ing to write something intricate.”

Ha telephoned to the cable office, or-
dered that the interview be given right
of way, and within 45 minutes the story
was in New York.

He .had been protecting England and
himself. As a censor he was a 100 per
center. But he was not a friend of news-
paper men. A good censor and a good
War reporter can never be close frienas—
uniess the war reporter is working with
his own army and is moved by pariotism.

the censor's responsibility,
it is always a source of wonder to me
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that he ever lets anything go through.
In my extensive dealings with tha cen.

gorg ] have been more surprised at
what they hava permitted me tn sand
than at what they have cut out. What-

ever success any of the American corye-
mpondenta have had In getting “tough”™
war stories past tha censor has grown
out of the fact that they have
pathized with him and tried to get his
viewpoint.

Rarely Touch

BYym-

Stuff Now

In the office of A ETeal newsA AAED-
ciation, before we entered the war,
the editor showed me a plia of type-
written copy which had bheen sent by
mall from a certain capital in Eu-|
rope. “The signature of a censor WwWas)

at the bottom of each page but not|
ona word of the several thousand had
been touched with a blue pencil,

“The censors hardly ever touch our
stuff now,” explained the editor. “Early
in the war it used to be all chopped up.
but Itecomes pretly clean these daye.”

This editor did not mean to say that
the censorship of the European armies
had become lax. He knew as well as [
did that the reason for the untouchea
pages was that the correspondents in Ea-
rope had learned to take the European
censor’'s viewpoint and to see Lhe war
through the pensor's eyes. Neurral cor-
respondents In any of the KEuropean
countries these days know very wen
that it does not pay to try to beat the
censor. This is the one big fact thay
stands out just now In the war cor-;
respondent’s life.

Not many months ago an American
correspondent left New York for Lon-
don, carrying a code for the use of his
London office. By means of this code
the New York office hoped to receive
more complete news of tne sinking of
ships than the censor had permitied to
go out. At the risk of a severe penalty.
the New York reporter had got the cods
past the port authorities and he
siammed it down triumphantly on the
desk of the London manager.

“rhere's a’code that'll beat ‘em all”
gald the New Yorker.

The experienced London manager,
with an expression of long suffering
patience on his face (for his New York
office had been clamoring persistently
for *“more news"), took the precious
papers, solwly tore them into bits and
tossed themn into the glowiog fireplace.

“Nothing like that around here” he|
sajd. *If our papers print more news
ahout the sinking of ships than the!
other papers ¢o our crime’ll stand out
like a sore thumb. The better a code
is the more dangerous it (s’

In a little chateau at Goritzia, on the
Austro-Italian front, before America
entered the war, the Austrian staff
officers gave an after dinner concert

R OR LATER ALWAYS HIT SAWDUST “TR

AIL?

Official Critics More
Powerful Than «75s”

officer whn arted an reapssr was not a
music lover and he departed from the
pathering before 1ha program was
ended. The finale was an "Ave Maria”
exquisitely played by piano, ceilo and

geveral vinline, and the effact was highly
gentimental. The next day one of the
eorrespondents, writing of the concert,
for-a few correspondenta The staff
told how thoughts of home and loved
ones had come over the war-bound offi-
cers as they had listened to the strains
of the beautiful old air. He wrote that
“chins dropped to chests and headn
were bowed in contamplation and rev-
erie, while the cannon boomed out above
the sad music.”

Ban Is Placed
On Sadness

“No chins

dropped to chests’ in

said the non-music loving
“1 don’t
Austrian |

that crowd.™
censor, as he read the story.
want the world to think that
officers ever feel sad’” And his blus|
pencil out every reference (o the |
sweet spell which the music, amid the
sound of guns, had thrown over the
Austrian laaders

Cub censors will invariably thrust
forward their personal opinion In their

cut

work.

30 to Vienna and discover why the
Austrians will pot permit Emmy Destinn |
to come to the United Statea” was nni
assignment which an American corres-|
pondent in Rerlin recsived from his
New York office. The rorroqudent!
complied and secured a highly Inter-
esting story. The Austrians, he e:-]
plained, felt that Destinn had not shown
aa much loyailty to the Ausirian cause
as might have been expected of her,
and so the permission that had been
granted her to come to the United States
had been revoked. The reporter put the
story through the Austrian censor and
telegraphed it to Berlin, to be forwarded
from therp by wireless. When he re-
turned to Berlin two days ter he
found that the story was bsing heid up
in the offilce of the German censor.

“What's the matter with that story™
he demanded of the censor who had
held it. *“The Austrian censors passed
it all right.™
“Well, they were wrong in doing ™
said the censor. “You're painting this
woman As a martyr.”

“Give me the copy,” sald ths reporter.
He took it to the office of Count George

"

Weadel, tha rhiaf cansnr, a patron of
music In Germany, and reiated his
trouhleaa,

“Why, thae——foal,” aaid Coaunt Wedal,

“FEvery person in the I'nited Htates
ought to know why Destinn isn't sing-
ing to them this year.” And he per-
mittad tha story to pass

Later Investigation disciosed that the
man vho had stopped ths story was
acting as a temporary censor and had
been on the Job only two daya

The censorship which ths twentisth
century war correspondent faces today
iIs A new, twantisth century msort.

In sil the warring countries corres-
pondents now have an opportunity to
appeal agninst tha censor's blue pencil

The allies also have the same rule
The correspondents in London and Paris
may §° to the censor's office at any
time and learmn what changea, If any,
have been made In their dispatches

It ought to be A matter of pride to
American army officera that the ocen-
sonship rules of the American army are
followed falthfully in Cermany and
Austria and, to some extent, in England
and France.

1 don't exactly sympathize with the
censor. But I have seen enough of war
to know that the mide which droppad
censorship would he Immediatsly de-
feated on land and sea,

I don't sympathize with the censor,
but with other American correspondanta
in Europe, 1 have got his viewpoint. We
agree with him that his blue pencil is
mightier than the 42-centimeler gun and
just as important




