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Dissolytion of Lenine-Trotsky
Regime Near at Hand, Is De-
duction From Reports That
Seep Through From Russia.

Forces In Control of Government
Unable to Give People Peace,
or Bread or Land and Dissat-
isfaction Is Growing Apace.

TOCKHOLM, Dec. 22—(U. P.)

—Fighting in the streets of
Petrograd followed attempts by
the Bolshevikl government f{o
withdraw four army oorps, sud-
denly turned snti-Bolsheviki, ac-
cording to word received here
tonight. '

Every report seeping through
the Maximalist controlled censor-
ghip from Petrograd tonight In-
dicated dissolution of the Lenine-
Trotsky regime {s at hand.

Proclamations were posted in the
Ituss'an barracks at Haparanda today
that the German troops would soon ar-
rive at Petrograd “in order to establish
order.”

The newspaper Dielonaroda said there
fs growing agitation in Petrograd for
resioration of the monarchy.

Proclamations will be posted SBunday,
it was stated, urging that the Grand
Truke Alexieff be made regent and the
Grand Duke Alexandrovitch and Prince
Leopold of Bavaria, vice regenta. :

Lé&ttish * troops, haretofore the main
reliance of the pacifist government, were
now reported bacoming shaky.

All Cancasus troops adopted
olittions demanding that the
surrender their power to the tu-
tent assambly, which they have pre-

Usurpers Dus for F

The Rabochaya Gaszette, once sup-
porting the Maximalists, in its issue to-
day declared:
“The days of the Bolsheviki are num-
bered. They are unable to give the
people either peace or bread or land.
They have given them only civil war.
The workers and the soldiers are be-
ginning to awaken. They will soon show
their might in behalf of the fatherland.”
A manifesto recently Issued by the
original soviet of all-Russlan delegates

to “arise and defend parliament against
the usurpers whio are seeking & shameful
separate and imperialistic peace.”

TONS OF MAIL
“FROM HOME”
REACH FRONT

ASHINGTON, Dee. 2.-—-(U.
w P.)—More ‘than 2,000,000

pounds of Ameriesn Christ-
mas cheer rumbled to the American
sector of the French front, the post-
offles department announced to-
aight. :

And 1t"s Christmas cheer, stralght
from the folks,ihey left behind. It
look five tramsports and one naval
vessel to get it all over there—a
grand total of 9,225,000 pounds im-
mediate personal cheer included.

The folks at home heeded the
warning and mafled everything No-
vember 15, the department sald,
thus assuring that the men will
got all thelr gifts by Christmas

morning. _
The “from home” packages num-
bered 874,751; filled 31,341 mafl

sacks and weighed 1,181,066 pounds.
Elghty-five French baggage ears
were assigned to scatter the bun-
fles to theilr destinations at the
front.. Not a single bomb, not a

solitary stiek of® polsom, mor pro-
German article of any kind was Portland ........... i

*| found ' in amy of the packages. | |State, outside of Portland ts,sas‘l
Every artlele In every package was | {Openan @ 7 i
sarefully examined by women Oregon ............ Trrsereseces 137,387
searchers.

Convicted Kidnaper
Admits Guilt, Claim

Bpringfield, Mo., Dec. 22.—(L N. 5.)—
Claude Plersol, 20 years old, convicted
kidnaper of Baby Lloyd Keet, is sald to-
night to have confessed to the kidnap-
ing.

A signed confession is sald to have
been given by Plersol telling of the
glot, the abduction and the accidental
death of the victim.

The baby is sald to have died of
laudanum poisoning which the alleged
conspirators gave him to make him
sleep and keep qulet.
The alleged confession {s expectad to
clear up 'all of the mystery which sur-
rounded the kidnaping.
Twelve persons, including those al-
ready under-arrest, are implicated in the
abduction in the alleged confession.
Warrants have been issued and arrests
of a number of men are expected to fol-
low at once.
Maxie Adams, 17 years old, charged

suit of Plersol's alleged confession, ac-
cording to the authorities. No announce-
ment of a:confession from Adams has
besn made. Taylor Adi held at
‘Marshfield and charged w the kid-
naping, Is also sald to have expressed a

desire to “‘comé

Conscription Voted
Down in Australia

Melbourne, DRec. 22.—(U. P.)—Premier
Hughes was expected today to offer his
resignation in view of the apparent de-
feat of conscription in Australia.

Newﬁdex )

195,367 IN

oIATE JOIN
- HED GROGS

Portiand Drive Nets 38,538!
Members; Umatilla f.:mmty’l
Jumps Percentage to 122 and

Morrow County 106 Per Cent.

Many Places of Business, Of-
fices, Mills and Industries|
in Portland and Other Oregon |

The foregoing figures showing prog-
ress in Oregop's Red Cross Christmas
membership drive were announced at
8 o'clock Baturday evening and encour-

‘| aging reports were poufing in steadily

from the city and the state. Every
effort to strengthen the campsign In
Portland will te made today, Monday
and Christmas day, the campalgn clos-
ing that day.
A worker in the Len:s and Mount
Scott districts called attention to the
fact that, in these particular lochlities,
she found only courtesy and generosity.
A black leather handbag with $14 of
Red Croas funds was dropped by Mrs.
E. W. Will, 1125 Williams avenue. The
bag contained a pair of gold spectacles,
a glove, §5 In gold, 38 in currency and
$3 in silver. Red Cross campalgn head-
quarters asks that this purse be re-
turned to 260 Morgan bullding.

Courthouse Booth Takes In $26&
Excellent results are reported- from
the courthouse booth, which has been
In operation three days and which has
been maintained by Mrs T. J. Baldwin,
Mrs. M. Cassidy and Mrs. Grace Tucker,
The proceeds have been $265 In the
three days.
The Oregon-Washington Rallroad &
Navigation company has signed up 1400
members for the Red Croas.
Earl W. Smith. 18 years old, made sev-
eral talks yesterday afternocon from the
truck on which the big membermeter is
mg:n.tod.

ttuck school, iIn Mrs. F.

dict’s district, gave an mm

Friday for the benefit \ ' g
Shive and Mttt eer S m&
under the leadership of M '
talument a 3 ) .
: ﬂwm only Chinese
Milton Markewits reports
ing membership

printing houses: F. W.
§15; J. R. Rodgers & Co., §5

$9;: Davis & Holmawn, $15:
Allen, §14:; Hﬂ.l'opollt.l.n.m come

pany, $5; Kleist & $12; Jamea, Kern
& Abbott, 326 E!'&:n Stationery com-
pany, $21; Ivy Press, $4; Glass & Prud-
homme, §18; Chausse-Prudhomme, $10:
Bushong & Co., $62.

o 109 FPer Cent Red Cross

e followi .

Red wing reported 100 p.r cent
Jonea Mercantile company, Northwest-
ern Electric ¢ompany, office force ; State
Bank of Portland, Portland Van & Btor-

“Citieg Report 100 Per “Cent. |

|night until' midnight.

Press, §14.50 ; Sweeney, Varney & Amhm

AVALANCHE OF XMAS
MAIL POURING INTO
POST OFFICE HERE

!

A veritable avalanche of Christmas
mall slid into the postoffice Saturday
and last t and force was nearly

*“But we will handle it in a satisfae-
tory manner,” sald an "We've
handled our end all along, but it is
said that there has been some delay at
the depots.” .

The-Christmas mail this year has been
unprecedentedly heavy, due principally
to so many presents being sent to the
soldlers. .

Saturday’'s mail was the heaviest so
far. The incoming mall hasn't begun to
come In to a great extent yet, and there
is no idea how heavy it will be. Post-
office employes are cgnfident, however,
it will be handled without delay.

The postoffice force has been greatly
added to and many of the “extras™ are
old hands. This i{s one of the reasons
the handling of the malls is being fa-|
cilitated.

A big portion of the force has been
working each evening and a few In

to keep up with the work. At least one
stamp window has been kept open every
Saturday night
two of the windows were kept open
until nearly’ midnight. and there was a
steady stream of present senders.

In fact, so steady was the march that
pools of water, tracked in from the wet
streets, stood In the corridors
Dispatches from Washington over
the United Press wire say that
the country were dumped Into the malls
Saturday night, glving the postoffice de-
partment the most tremendous task In
its history.

From all blg terminal points came

some cases have been kept on all night | portions.

meports of mall sacks piled to the cefl-
ings of stations and offices preliminary
o shipment or. dellvery. In this last
avalanche of bundles was seen the hand
of the lats shoppar, And it means dis-
appointment to thousands of
Christmas malls are two days behind
achedule already, the postoffice depart-
ment admitted Saturday. Onily those
who shopped and mailed early will have
their rememberances in the home of rel-
atives and friends on Chfistmias day.
But in thousands of cases there will
be A greater
one of the ca for delay in the final
rush i= the divergence of trains for
transporting soldiers and sailors on
CHFistmas leave to their homes.

The Christmas malling tonnage has
exceeded all records. Bhortage of gars,
Interrupted transportation, war scono-

from world conditions, has made the
postal task one of unprecedented pro-

In the far Northweat floods and en-
suing cvongestion caused delayed malla
In the East, storms have had thelr ef-
fect. In the South the train service
is poor and in the Southwest, tremendous
extra traffic in troops on furlough has
necessitated even officials joining In the
tas¥ of clearing mafl from platforms
and getting it on its way.

Among the early mallers was ths gov-
ernment., sending out millions of coples
of the questionnaire, calling upon the
homes of the country to stand ready
for sacrifices In the Interests of the

[TALIAN ADVANCGE
MAKES PROGRESS;
ROME REJOICES

Violent Counter Blows Struck by
Enemy Meet Deadly Rifle Fire;
Battle Still Raging Despite
Bitter Cold Weather in Alps.

Rome, Dec. 22.—(U. P,)—Italy's offen-
sive is making progress- despits the
jcesses, reported by the war office as

mwbm%
gaina held despite viclent enemy
terbiows. Dispatches today Te-
ported ‘the battle still

At Osteriaillepre an enemy detachment
attempted to break through Italian en-
tangiements, but was driven back with-
out achieving success, by vigorous Ital-
fan rifle fire. Around Monte Solarolo
another such attack was driven back
after heavy hand to hand fighting.

Berlin, via London, Dec. 22.—(U. P.)—
Italian attacks in the afternoon and at
night around Monte sAsolone were un-
successful, today’s official statement de-
clared.

REED REFUSES 0
LFT HOOVER TELL
WHAT HE KNOWS

Heated Negotiations Ensue When
Chairman of Sugar Quiz Com-
mittee Pays No Heed to Re-
quest From President Wilson.

w Dee. 12.—(U. P.)—Food

—_—

than presents, For -

mies and natural congestion, resulting |

—
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BUILDING OF
WOOD SHIPS
S FAVORED

Charles A. Piez, Head of Govern-
ment Fleet Corporation, Tells
Investigators Wood Vessels
Are Practical and Necessary.

Southern Contracts, He Said,
May Be Transferred to Pacific
Coast; Building of Small
Ships to Be Encouraged.

Washington, Dec. 21.—(WASHING-
TON BUREAU OF THE JOURNAL. )—
After many ups and downs, the shipping
board now considers wooden shipbuild-
Ing feasible, practical and necessary,
was Lhe testimomny of Charlea A. Ples,
head of the government fleet corpora-
tion, before the senats Investigating
committee today.

Piez said that at first he was opposed
to wooden ships, but that he has been
converted and, answering questions by
Senator Johnson of California, hes sald
wooden vessels are essential to the govs
ernment’'a program.

Delays are caused, he sald, by doubt
concerning the design which Admiral
Capps approved, experts believing the
timbers are not heavy enough. The
Southern Fine association has falled to
keep its promises to deliver timber as
required, making It necessary to ship
fir from the Pacific coast, he sald.

Contracets May Be Transferred

The board is considering the transfer
of contracts from gertain southern yards
to the Pacific coast, Plez sald, and he
agreed with a suggestion by Senator
Jones of Washington that construction

Abandonment of wooden shipbullding
in the East was forecastad by Ples In
his testimony, in which he expiained
that the board will likely contmue con-
struction on the Pacific Coast, but does
not want “to0o many vessals of small

The board has recently determined on
a policy of encouraging bullding of
small craft., the size needed for over-

ashington,
Administrater Herbert Hoover and
e

4

Wiison urged the commit-
tee to Mocept his defense, but at the
last moment Reed and the commlities
declined, "“to prevent discourtesy to the
committes."”
FPersonal Faclor Looms

The food administration made no at-
tempt to hide Its bitterness . toward
Reed, whose attacks on Hoover when the
food control bill was unnder discussion,

Admiral Bowels took the stand Ilater

A. Donald, director or operation for the

. - -
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NIGHT RAIDS
ON ENGLAND
COST PLANE

DNDON, Dee. B—(U. PF)—A
L German alrpiane was brought

down and s erew of three

captared In ome of two German
ralds tomight, it was asmoumeed by
Lord French, commander In ehief
of the home defemse forees.

The first attempled rald was over
the Kentish coast, ths enemy fMy-
trs belng sighted at ¢ o'clock tlo-
pight. Of this party eof serial
vomb-droppers one machile, =&
Gotha, was downed.

The second rald occurred i #:38
. m. A few bombs wers dropped
sver the Isle of Thamel

“No ecasunities snd w»o
was reported,” Lerd Fre
ported.

Spy Is Shot Trying
To Cross to Mexico

Hl Paso, Texaa, Dec. 20L—(U. P.)—
Charles Feige of New Tork city, balieved
to bea a German spy, was shot and killed
tonight 10 miles sast of El Paso, by a
Seventh cavalry border patrol. while at-
tempting to ford the Ric Grande river
and cross into Mexico.

The body of Felge was recovered and
important maps, documents, and other
military information were found in his
pockets, with a bank book showing
heavy deposits Im & New York bank.
Names and addresses of persons In
France, Spain and Chils wess also found
in his notebook. .

Feige had been in the vicinity of El
Paso for some time, and had excitsd
suspicion by making sketches and pho-
tographs here

Startling disclosures weare axpectsd
when the full military investigation was
completed. The nature of the papers
found was not revealed, although the

age
re-

Portland's Station
Beats All Others

Courtmartial Has
Reached Decision

SBan Antonio, Texss, Deec. 22 —(U. P)
—The courtmartial trying the 15 negro
soldiers of the Twenty-fourth United
States infantry, charged with partici-
pation in the Houston riot on the night

of August 13, reached a decision early
tonight, it was sated officially. The
members of the court were lmmediately
excused.
The findings will not bd presentad to

Secret Agent Flynn
Gives Up His Work

Washington, Dec. 22 (U. P.)—Wlil-
Ham J. Fiynn, vetaran chief of the Unit-
ed Btates secre!l service, has resigned, it
became officially known here tonight
New York reports that Flynn resigned
to accept the poilce commissionership of
New York under Mayer Hylan, could
not be confirmed. Flynn was reported

day or so.,” it was sald. It will be ac-
cepted.

Hunt Is Legally
Arizona's Governor

Phoenix, Ariz, Dec. 23.—(1. N.

8)—

Officér in ﬁhuge
Of Military Guards

Lieutenant Calvin
Will

'».’ - "_ : ."l
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Machine Gun Inventor Drlmtﬁc

Red Tape and Petty Jealousies of

night until Wednesday when Major ¢
eral Sharpe, quartermaster

Sorie 5 Years

e X

Witness at Military Inquiry; " "
Says Whole System Is Curse
to America; Blames Crozier. |

S d

Department Officials Have
Hampered United States in £
Supplying Guns for Soldiers. *

ASHINGTON, Dee. 22.—(1L

P.)—Co'onel [sase Lewis
today poured out before the sép-
ate military affairs commities
the bitterness and disappoiniment
of 15 years, as he told the slory
of the rejection of the Lewis
machine gun by ihe government.

Summing up the reasons fop
rejeclion of his gun., Lewis dra-
malically laid the whole blame
upon “a system that s the curse
of Ameriea.,” ‘That system he
called “Crozierism™ because, he

=
-

declared, it's chief exponent in
the war department is Major
General Crozier, chief of opd-

nance. Lewis’' lestimony markad
the climax thus far of the mili-
tary Inquiry which has been '
filled with stariling testimony
concerning red lape and delay. '

Detallad are pot available, It aiso proved the outstanding featurs .
reports from the navy department show | f ® Week of congressional tmvestd
Portiand to have dlstanced every other | Hons 2
district in the country in recruiting | _ Puri :

£ e e St

far behind. g s greut vigor under a business-liks
Confmander Bekhirt's condition is by | Fanimtion

5o menns serious, and he expects to be | he

ready for the next rush after he rests

a few days. 3

All three investigationa
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