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HIB  extraordinary recommen-
dation has been made direct
to congress by the interstate
commerce commission:

. First, the merging of every rall-
road in the country into a mam-
otl system .to be operated by
- 8bme central body designated by
! ar,
, Booond the taking over of the
. entire railroad system by the presi-
dent and its operation as a war
easure. -
‘Here is confession that the rail-
. roads, even as efficlentized by the
ar board, have failed. The break-
Under stress of
war requirements, the roads
are in mear collapse, $he gigantic
task of méeting the nation’s traf-
fic. requirements in time of war
‘Bas proven to be beyond their re-
‘sources,
. They haven’'t the money, they
ven't the equipment, they haven’t
‘the tracks, they haven't the per-
ted organization, they haven't
power to do the business,
. The thing has happened that
tes of waterways long ago
dicted. ‘For years. they have
argued and appealed. They
¥8& pointed out, they have pre-
and they have warned. They
Bouted from the housetops that
' time would arrive when the

minds of all men that the ad-
tes of waterway commerce were
id are the true prophets, Hun-
dreds upon hundreds of miles of
Waterways, now unused, could,
with proper foresight, have been
made long before this time, a pow-
erful auxiliary -in the movement
of - tratfic. Waterways cannot,
‘Jke rallroad tracks, be com-
. gested with equipment. There ls
~room for all the boats and barges
that can be built
 An emphasized national policy
for ' increased Improvement and
iof and - waterways shounld
tuate Irom the present situa-
. Advocates of such g policy,
tredentialed by the breakdown of
- the rallroads, will be listened to
- with greater confidence in #the
uture.

“To hell with the United States,
land and France" yelled Floyd
gs at Bt. Louis. He is dylng.
i§ police with drawn revolvers
the maob. . It was un-
pardlonable in Floyd Bliss, and it
onable in the maob.
) —pgan—

THOUSAND TONGUES

$HE “rumor-monger,” withhis
.~ falsehcods about the war and
preparations for war, has

. been making & nuisance of
imself lately. In some instances
. shown that he can be dan-
D' How to get rid of the
is 8 question that agitates
fticial mind ahd the minds of

oyal citizens. 3

® of his fables is that the

A France have no guns. |

r is that the Liberty air-

- motor, of which we heard
uch good when it was first
ted, has turned out a failure.
hile. there- has been some
tage of arms at the cantom-
ts, there is high authority for
fatement that the govern-
bhas provided five guns for
soldier in France and that
rty motor works even het-

1 to hush ths volce of the

.would have gaved thousands of|

e

It may be an unbappy circum-
stance, but it is ome with which

officials must reckon, that if the|

people are mnot plied” with facts
they will seize upon rumors and
take them for facts, Such is hu-
man nature. >

;- ETSp——

A letter from a correspondent
in Wednesday's Journal gave the
experiences of a competent wood
worker in an unsuccessful gquest
for employmentsin Portland ship-
yards. He has so far been unable
to secure work. He adds: *“I
venture the assertion that there
are 100 men in. Portland and vi-
cinity living on catch-as-catehi-can
jobs who, like myself, can frame
anything in wood that can be laid
out on blué prints ,and worked
with tools that eul be hauled
around.” The facts should reach
the attention of - the  shipping
board which kolds back the award
of contracts on a fear that there
will not be labor enough to go
around,

e ——

PERFECTING THE SYSTEM

T 18 fortunate that a ‘financial
genius  like Secretary McAdoo |
came into the nation’s 'service
at such a time.

He has agaln turned his atten-
tion to the farm loan system with
a purpose to strengthen and effi-
clentize it. He proposes %o ralse
the maximum loan to farmers,
now $10,000, to $25,000. He also
proposes to relleve farmers of,
much of the present expcmse in
the examination of land titles.
Other changes are being worked
out to perfect the system.

The country should have Inm-
stalled the farm loan® system half
a century ago. Bo established, it

farms from going under the auc-|
tioneer’'s hammer to satisfy the
mortgage., It, would have saved
many thousands of American
farmers from that bankruptey
which® Tuined & career and sent
the boys and girls to the city to
become wage earners,

It would have gone far in main-
taining American agriculture on a3
high plane of thrift and inde-!
pendemce. Instead of having an'
agricultural world as now, In
which 87 per cent are tenants,|
multitudes of farmers would ba
on their own farms working thalri
own landes, building higher -and
Lkigher the stable foundations of|
the republie. !

But the financial genius that|
conceived and planned the new]
currency system and put it into
highly successful §peration, the!
brain that is perfectly directing’
the  stupendous financial opera-|
tions of America in the mightiest!
expenditures ever made by any
nation, the cabinet officer who,|
with his chiet, ‘is looked to with |
complete confidence in fiscal op-|
erations covering the most gigan-!
tic financial measures EKnown to|
history, will obviously find a way|
to make the farm loan system of|
America the highly successful,
agency that the. colossal agricul-|
tural ipterests of America deserve.

“About all, the board of com-
missioners can do,” said- N, W.
Durham in an.address at Spokane,
‘4s to raise money for the other
officials and watch them .waste
It is a very good diagnosis
of county govern t in Oregon.
County boarxds have thelr expendi-
tures very largely fixed by the
legislature, They are largely lim-
ited to control -of expenditures
over roads and bridges. County
government i{s a fertile fleld- for
survey and réform.

e

THE TWO ARE ONE
INCE Germany and Austria
are a unit in the war it is
merely a point of common
sense to regard them as such.
There 1s something almost farcical
in the idea of waging war upon |
Prussia and keeping the peace
with Austria. If Austrian troops
confront ours in the tremches, as
they inevitably will, they must be
shot down and bayoneted. We'

can not have Austrian umnulas]

playing the kalser's game of dy-'
namite and intrigue in the United
States and goipg scot free simply
because they are Austrians. An
enemy is an- enemy by whatever
name he is known.

good many eof the subterfuges
under which the blundering old

lall

{will migrate to Palestine.
‘chances are that by far the most the

president ahd operated by the gov-
ernment A8 & war measure for the

that the roads are incapable of
meeting the demands of traffic.

Still, instead of hauling them
to ~ Portland, the raliroads are
earrying hogs from Hermliston to
Puget Sound, an equated distance
nearly double the equated dis-
tance to Portland.

Still, 'instead of hauling cattle
to Portland, the roads are carry-
ing cattle from North Powder to
Puget Bound, an equated distance
nearly double the equaféd distance
to Portland.

The longer haul to Puget Sound
is a waste of locomotive energy,
a waste of car power, a waste of
man power, From Hermiston, the
added distance to Puget Sound
via North Yakima the shottest route
requires nearly & day and a half
longer for a train to make the
trip, which means that a train
with locomotive, cars and train
crew is kept'a day, and a half
longer out of use for carrying
other traffic.

The trip from Hermiston to
Puget Sound takes a traln more
than half a mile upward over a
high® mountain chain to reach Its
destination. The distance is mot
only 100 miles greater, but ‘sev-

ieral locomotives are required to

lift over the mountain passes the
train that & single Ilocomotive
would haul down the gently de-
scending grade to Portland. ‘'That
is a waste of locomotive power, a
waste of time and a waste of the
services of the train crew.

The cause of this ‘wasteful and
inefficient operation iz a discrim-
inative rate system, im which dis-
tance does not count In rate mak-
ing to Puget Sound, but does
count in rate making to Portland.
Thus Pendleton is nearly 100
mlles nearer Portland than Puget
Sound but the rate to the Sound
is the same as to Portland. But
Baker, Or., is 49 miles farther to
Portland than Walla Walla is to
Puget Sound and because It is 49
miles farther the Baker rate to
Portland is 6 cents more than the
Walla Walla rate to the Sound. J

Forty-nine miles added distance
from Baker to Portland counts 5
cents a- hundred, but 100 miles

Taddad distance from "ondleton to

Puget Sound does not count at
That kind g@f rate making
diverts traffic over the Jlonger
haul, Wastes the power of the
roads to serve the public effi-
ciently, and carried on as it is in
multitudes of cases, is & large
factor In bringing the roads into
their present breakdown.

An enormous Iincrease in the
efficlency of the roads could be
secured by abolishing this wicked
and wasteful abuse, an abuse
which, because of the present mear
collapse Qf the roads, should chal-
lenge the attention and concern
of the interstate commerce com-
mission.

} ——

If there ever was a time to do
Christmas shopping early, that
time is now.
orderly in all things.

AT JERUSALEM'S GATES

EWS dispatches say the Brit-

ish army could mnow enter

Jerusalem, but for the mo-

meént is engaged in an en-
¢ireling movement as provision
for a more complete "capture of
the Holy City.

The eivilized world's interest in
Palestine does not abate. On the
contrary it grows every day. Lib-
eral-minded men are looking
eagerly forward to the establigh-

{ment of a national home for the
‘Jews so that those gifted and long

suffering people may n
without a country. .

It is not expected that all Jews
The

longer be

otthemwmmwi..nthernn

W,
‘But - for

return to

tors the opportunity seems about

ito open. Thriving.Jewish
I existed

in Pplestine before the
war,

It is a time to be|sgs

who do wigh
m":":-a of their ances- '

k from New B-

r Puri state,
Maine, rejected woman suffrage,
which met with , glorious success
in New York, where Jews, Dutch,
Russians and Arabs are counted
by the thousand. Puritan h Ohlo
also rejeeted suffrage. For pro-
gress commend us to “mongrel”
communities. We do not see a
great deal of it where the New
England stock is at its purest.

JOURNAL MAN

1 showed my picture, tak
the rt, to some of the members of
The Journal staff, one sald it resembled
Edison. eald it looked wvery
much like Sitting Bull. A third thought
it looked like a Hindoo priest. .

3 I know
a man who looks exactly like President
Wilson." *“You fellows 't In "
said the third member of the group. “A
friend of mine met me recently and sald,
"Holy Hgau! Is that you?T™
- . -

Secretary of War Baker was recently
He

|

:

. “Passing a pop-
she pulled his slesve and
popeorn smells awful good,

| He mniffed the appetizing
It does smell right good,

driva a Iittle closer, so you

better.' ™

happy medlum. While we
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along the line of thrift Most of us
waste money. 1 watched a group of
young fellows a few days ago standing
in front of & punch Wwoard, punching out
numbers to get candy. One of the group
sald, “I only spent $3.50 and T won over
worth of candy.” Another sald, with
a laugh, “You are a fool for luck. X
have punched ocut 24 holes at 10 cents a
punch and have only won a 50 cent box.™
As a matter of fact, without the gam-
bling feature, neither of those boys
would have been apt te buy dny candy ;
at Any rate, not over 50 cents worth. It
is time we began Investing our spafre
ct::n.a with Uncle Sam toward winning
WAar.

When you hel.p Uncle Sam, you mre
helping yourself. When you buy a war

you, mot to somasone ¢lse. Have you
bought & war savings certificate? Have
you started a savings account for each
of your children by the purchase of a
thrift stamp? The war saving=s ecertifi-
cates cost §4.12 each. The thrift stamps
jcost 25 cents. The war savings
tutn mature January 1, 1323, They pay
4 per cent Intarest, compounded quarter-
In reality they pay much b in-
terest than this, for they are to
pay the biHl that will keep the
. safe for democracy. You can buy
the

or
bank, at the
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are helping Uncle S8am and you are help- |
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| terest from the basis
i strength
|favor, it seams inevitabls that the pope,
'unconsciously 1 dare say, longs for &
{ that will allow Cermany and Aus-
| to remain intact and retain all the
they posseased in 1914 Once
is point of view is understood, it is

. Those terms do
| unneutrality, but they do unquestion-
lably indicate a certain identity of in-
|terests between ths Vatican and the
’icentrn.l empires. It {8 not necessary to
)

have passed between Berlln and Rome.
lmnedlct XV a diplomatist, trained
school Leo XIII and Cardinal

rope most-favors the interests of the
Vatican. ;
Tha to!-uom‘ analysis discioses why

part of the belliger-
ents. This sxpression gives us an ink-
ling of the pope’'s mential attitude. As
one who has followed rather closely the
‘history of the past thres years, 1 should
|1ike to ask what Bave the allies done in
the conduct of this war that needs to
jbe condoned? know too the
junspeakable atrocities of Germany. Will
| some Bne t'out simflar atrocities on
i the part the allles as an offset for
condonation? Jn truth, these atrocities
cannot be found. Alrocities are all on
the side of Germiany. Why then “mu-
{tual™ condonation? To say that mutual
| condonation is necessary is to take the

;jmmubr ham all the stupid-

{the Germans have been gulity. _
i It is also strange that while restora-
ition of to '
j erelgnty

in German hand

;omission. The attitude toward “fresdom

' of the seas™ |s also In pesasce
Great Britain's

has never interfered with any

:
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LESS WOOL IN YOUR WEARABLES

Cerreapondent

o e iy

By Carl Bmith, 5
W Dea.

éfi”,.égggiz

7
:

cloth in their wearing apparel, he points
out, present stocks would remain unsold
on the shelves, would become out of date
and useless, and the purpose of the cam-
paign would be defeated.

The changes are therefore dealrdd
gradually, combining the use of present
styles and utilizsation of stocks on hand
with a fixed docldontoch::npndn-

prepare
their esquipment and w

indusiry work.

HOW TO BE HEALTHY m

driven to desperation by & constant
buzsing In the ears. It is probable
that In these casss the real underiying
cause of the tragic act was back of the

e e ——

labyrinth, bussing is likely to eoocur.
Syphilis of the middle ear genarally is
accompanied by this annoyance; it may

rhymthic sound may be produced

blood flowing through an artery which
is near the middle ear when the sep-
arating bone is too thin. A sound lke
the bursting of bubbles may be due to

: linflammation in the middle ear. Creak-

give evidence of
by & bussing in the head,
which tmproves when the diseases im-
prove. Quinine in large doses, taken
for malaria, or other drugs, may cause

of
also inflammation of
Menlere's disease, affecting

ing is generally caused by wax, but may

get the cause of the trouble

termine whether it is local or
Improving the general health has a lot
to do with getting rid of It

s likely to cause It.

Tomorrow: Adenolds.
See ancther story, “How to Live,” foot
column eight, this page.

quarter. victory.

will name the peacs terms. There seems
lttle likelihood that the pope will be
consulted. He will net bave eontributed
mtmmmm-ommuvoh

wetka. Mr. Stetson has lived

[ ] L -
More Hotel Delégates Arrive

:|In Portiand to sttend the hotsl conven-

tion and are registered at the Multno-
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the third act of “Just & Woman™
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