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HALIFAX NARROWS, WHERE' TERRIBLE EXPLOSION TOOK PLACE

ENERAL VIEW OF HALIFAX HARBOR, showing the construction work on the new docks and a portion of that part

ed by the explosion of “T. N. T.” and subsequent fire. The v
are lying approximately where the collision took place bet ween the French steamer Mont Blanc

Imo, flying the Belgian Relief flag, which caused the ataclysm This photograph was taken by Porter Brothers of Portland, who

the city of Halifax which was destfby

are constructing the Halifax docks.

of
shown in the harbor
the Norwegian vessel
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HORROR OF
ISASTER

ﬂames Break Out Anew in, the
- Stricken Canadian City; Defi-.
nite Estimates of Kiled and
Injured Not Yet Obtannable. 1

14

b

Property Loss Will Reach Intul1
Millions; Debris Hinders Re-
covery of Victims Frog Ruins;
All Busmess in City Suspended '

o

ALIFAX. N. 8., Dec. T.—
(U. P.)—(By telephone
. to 8t, John, N. B.)~—The ap-
“palling deathroll here as the
result of the explosion of the
French munitiom ship Mont

B, - ghe was rammed
&w

pan NI:; s!;h:p Imo
‘can- o estl-
sa mlhd
.. Polics ‘officlals place the fig-
tre at 2000. Members of the
citizens' committee this after-
noon declare the total of dead
.might be reduced to 1500. An
equal number of seriously in-
jured are belng cared for.
Freezing cold and a heavy
snowstorm added to the-suf-
ferings of wounded and shel- |
terleas in thig blasted city |
toay. ‘
Fires which were believed extinguished |
have broken out again. North Halifax
today [s & .vast funeral pyre. !
Many bodies are incinerated in the
burning ruins of this city of desolation
and woe., Snow is mantling with a

clork of white great blackened areas
where the flames have swept, hiding un-

4

_. known horrors beneath. A bitter wind '
5 is sweeping through shattered wlndowul

of ruined houses.
Reports of additional dead found In

, 80 - women employed In one print .hoplon t.h! Plave river, the Teutonjc  in-
are believed to have been burled in the | Vaders are again trying to force a de-

wreckage. Fearful lose of life in the
Protestant Orphanage ia feared. Only
three ¢hildren from that Institution have
#been accounted for. =

Thirty-tfive bodies have been found in
one section of & ruined hosplital.

Dartmouth's list is belleved to be be-
tween 80 and 100,

-Police are attempting to round up
lost children who are wandering
}hron;h the sppalling ' wilderness of
wreckage, weeping bitterly or cs.lun.
for their mothers.

‘Even worse conditions than exist ln
Hallfax have turned Nerth Dartmouth, !
across bay, into a place of death
and suf

. Thousands are homeless and churches,
theatrea and schools are being used
a8 temporary hospitals and- morgues.

Some- progress is .being made In re-
llef work, but estimates of the deal
are as yet based solaly upon fragment-
ary reports.

The property damage will mount far

{Concluded on Page Eighteen, Columa Oue)

'::";','-Stat'e Commission
To Visit Projects

- _'The state irrigation securities com-
: 'Mn‘ondwtulmr!onamo‘!
the projects in Central Oregon. As a
tative otwthc Portland Chamber
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\Monte Sisemo Captured  With

lanln baen given to Field Marshal

EERMANS REPURT WA

- TAKING OF HEIGHT

4000 ltalian Prisoners, Says
Berlin Statement.

Berlin, via London, Dec. T—(U. P.)—1
Capture of ‘Monte Sisemo and taking of
4000 additional Italian. prisoners, making
the total captured in the Settecommuni
region 15,000, was officially announced.

London. Dec. T.—(1. N. 8.)—On the
same section .of the Italian front where
the Austro-German armies tried wvainly
for weeks to break through and roll

| elsion. -

The task of breaking through has
Conrad von Hoetzendorf of the Austro-
Hungarian army, who commands the
group -between the Belena and Plave]
valleys,

In the new battle which was renewsd
on Wednesday the German war office
claims the capture of 11,000 men ‘and
more than 60 guns, but they suffered
véry heavy losses.

Advices from Rome today admitted
that the Itallans had given up some
|ground in the mountains of the Aslago
plateau, but ir main iines are hold-
ing intact and the dents given them by
the invaders are not seri A

The Teutons are strivin® to break the
Italian line in the Venetian Alps and to
overrun the “wall"” which overlooks and
commands the Italian rear on the Plave.
If they are successful, a general Italian
withdrawal may be necessary with the
evacuation of Venice.

British Fly to I Line

Washington, Dec. 7.— N, 8B.)—

More than 100 British aviators have ar-
rived safely on the Jtallan front to
ald In stemming the advance of the
Austro-German armies, according to
official advices reaching here today.

Word of the arrival of the British
aviators after a record-breaking flight
from the western front, across the_Alps
to northern Italy may now be printed
for the first time.

“Single machines have made longer
flights than that undertaken by the
British squadron, but never has so
long a trip been taken by so large a
fleet of aireraft,” says the report.

British Officer Is
Victim of Robbers

iy clad, clawed at the wreckage franti-

“OF VICTIMS
HEARD THROUGH
NIGHT IN- HALIFAX

Halifax, N. B, Dec. 7.—(U. P.)—The
scene as dawn broke over the city today
was Indescribable. Here and there
about the- smoking ruins of.what had
been their homes men and women, scant-

cally with bleeding hands in an effort
to find lost relativea.
Weeping children, and women and
wounded men groaning, made last night
& horror for all In the gity.
More bodies were found today ln the
debris. Snow is rapidly
of ghastly mounds of nhAttcrod
w stope, Where the corpses ca.n
be sesnt under the rubbish.
Wonien shrieked as they drew abide a
blanket and recognized a loved one.
Men sobbed over the: of-childrem,
while others, white faced and haggard,
stunned by the catastrophg, recognized
trinkets or bits of clothing on mangled
and burned bodies, hoping to establish
their identity.
The most pitiful of all was the row
of little figures that represented the
little children who Yyesterday were
struck down in their school, on the
streets, even while playing on their
doorstep. v
Little Girl Found With Doll

There was one tiny, golden-haired
girl of about 4 years. She showed no
surface wounds and she lay among the
others, a dilapidated doll by her side.
It waa kept for help in identification.

Farly this morning this little body
was claimed by a sobbing girl mother.
She was wrapped In amold overcoat.
In the common are other still forms
covered with blankets. Many are
burned beyond recognition and others
mangled. Some probably never will
be identified. Today a -slowly rising
pall of smoke hung over the devas-
tated suburdb of Richmond and while
soldiers and skilors patrol the wrecked
streets, 'the work of digging out the
mangled and burned victims is golng
on.

Hundreds of wounded are in hospl-
tals in and near the city. many hov-
ering mnear death. Others, covered with
whits bandages, limping or being car-
ried in automobiles, are going to near-

villages.

by and
Ot the ) of homeless, many
still are dazed to know what to do.

The suddenness of the death that over-
whelmed the city has Iaft them' ' dumb in
their grief and suffering. Every avall-
abje vehicle has been pressed inte. serv-
ice and literally wagonloads of bodies

'rheeitywulnmutwurknm-n
night. School sessions prebably will not
be resumed for a month.

"Many doors

serving order .in Hallfax. Immediately
after the explosion, while dense clouds
of white ssmoke were rolling over the
scane of devastation, the Canadian
troops were assenfbling, each man rvéady

detachment of American bluejackets
which arrived some time after the blast
were of immense help.

n relief, workers from New
York, Boston and other points are un-
derstood to be en route here. They
have not yet arrived.

When surgical help from nearby
towns reached here last night, the in-
jured were thronged around dressing
stations awalting their turms. Thou-
sands who have no, other hurts are
suffering from cufs recelved when the
air was filled with flying glass.

A ‘special train, bringing carfoads of
food, clothing and other much-needed
supplies, arrived hers this morning
from B8t. John, N. B. Mayor Hayes
and the majority of the surgeons of St
John have also arrived.

Every hour brings afiditional rescue
workers, nurses and doctors, with am-
bulances and surgical supplies. Long
lines of sobbing men and women began
early today to file past the rows of
blanket-covered dead.

Formal Inquiry Wil Start

A formal Inquiry into the cause of the
collision between the French munitions
steamer Mont Blanc and the Belgian
relief ship Imo will be made. Witnesses

belleve the Belgian vessel's stearing gear
broke.

The most badly damaged part of Hall-
fax. is from Gottingen street to the
stockyards. The drydock is wrecked.
St. Joseph's church is in ruins. Many
big buildings were unroofed as if a tor-
nado had swept over them.

The explosion gave warning of its
coming. It was preceded by a nolse
like thunder; then came the terrific
smash that shook the earth, caved In
strong bulldings, filled the air with
death-dealing fragments and knocked
thousgnds of people off their feet.
Many familles are believed to have
been annihilated.

The blast played strange ° freaks.
were blown open, the
locks being ripped from their places In
the  woodwork. Live electric light
wires Iny in the streets. Nobods
seeméed to know what had
Then the fires began spreading.

Freight sheds in Richmond wers
mmmmomam Many
of injured were removed by traln
to Windsor today. }

New Nominations
- By President Wilson

Washington, Dec. T~—(U. P.)—The

for business. Some of those who farmed |
ranks were bleeding. from wounds. The |
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APPLE MEN FIGHT
FREIGHT INCREASE

Delegates to Be Chosen by Meet-
+ing in Progress Here to Ap-
pear Before |. C. C.

rET

Fifteen thousand carloads of apples,
out of a total production in the North-
west statles of 21,000 carloads, were rep-
resented at a meeting of apple growers
and shippers held today !n thes chambers
of the public servicd commission at the
court house.
The purposs of the mesling was to
arrange & program for protaction of the
apple Industry from application of a
proposed 15 per cent increase in freight | .
rates. Delegates will be choren to pre-
sent ths cass of the fruit growers and
shippers at & hearing on ths proposed
advance to be held before the interstate
commerce ocommission at Washington,
D. C,, December 1T.
The shippers malntain that they are
already paying an exorbitant rate to
points in the East, compared with the
rates from the Middle Western market ;
that freight rates on bananas, the
strongest competitor of the apple in the
market, are”much lower than the rates
on apples.

Object to Heavy Loadiag
They also contend that the use of box
cars and the methods of heavy loading
required, work injury to apples in tran-
sit; that the rallroads have induced
thousands of people from the East to
settid in apple growing sections by rep-
resenting the sure profits obtained from
that business and the ease and ecomomy
of markeéting the fruit, and ngw dis-
criminate against the apple growers of
the sections developed by thelr advertis-
ing methods.
. Frank Reeves of Wenatchee, Wash.,
stated that 5000 box cars of apples were
shipped from ‘that dist this season,
the average number of apple boxes to
the car belng 542 compared with an
average of 630 boxes in previous years
He sald that the apples often réached
their destination in poor condition as
a result of too heavy lo-dlng and of

freight rates would kill the apple in-
dustry in the Northwest.

Those in attendance at today's meet-

Two Violent and Fruitless As-

EEHMANS
= L0at 2000
IN ATTAGKS
N BilTTa

saults Around Vial Wood Fail,
Massed Troops Being Wiped
Out in the Second.

British Army, Defgnding Hinden-
burg Line, Looks for Biggest,
Possibly Final Drive by Teu-
tons in Near Future.

By Willlam Philip Simms

ITH the British Armies In

the Field, Dec. 7.—(U.

_P.)—At least '2000 Germans

perished in two viclent and

frultless atteampts to break the

British lines around Vial wood
today.

Twenty-five separate Ger-
‘man divistons have been iden-
tiffed as composing the enemy *
offensive forces in this sector,
indicating the Germans have
at least 375,000 men massed
there,

It was the British who were
entrenched on the Hindenburg
line today—the same line that
the Germans held" so firmly
until Byng's smash.

. They defended.the erstwhile
enemy line agalnst several
powerful attempts. to retake
it. The-enemy was stubbornly
determined. Along one Arc
massed troops wers thrown
forward and drivem off: Al-
most immediately a second at-
tacking wave formed,

L
This second wave of densely

packed masses of men was
caught in the British artillery,
stormed and wiped out.
The British army expefts Germany's
biggest—and perhaps Iits final—effort
of the war shortly.
General Byng's retirement from Bour-
lon was regarded today as the first
prime precautionary measare for the
British to withstand such a shock. As
the British ses it Germany. is now at
the zenith of her military power. With
Russia out of the war, Germany is en-
abled to draw on intreased manpower,
herstofore bheld along the Russian
lines. She s apparently preparing to
throw every ounce of her energy Into
a supreme attampt at a military vie-
tory before arrival of American troops
on thes fighting line.

In the Bourion sector there w
two alternatives open to
One was to push ahead and the other
was to step backward to a more secure
footing. With the Russian situation

only

The Bosches shelled the uninhabited
land and thereabouts for hours with &
hurricane barrage. Then they attaciked
with dense masses. Thalr storming
waves found the forest of Bourion gar-
risoned only with the dead.

Patrols from the snemy

the Bosches

two Germsn M vnq-. which
followed a viclent bombardment around
Bezonvaux and Beaumont., on the right
of m'uw
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'HALIFAX ONE
OF ' WORLD’S
CALAMITIES

OW THE HALIFAX CATAS-
H TROPH COMPARES IN

LOSS OF LIFE WITH QOTH-
ER DISASTERS:

1902 — M@NT PELEE VOL-
CANIC ERUPTION; 40,000 LIVES
LOST.

lm—moqnom THEATRE
FIRE, CHICAGO: §75 LIVES
LOST.”

1904—SINKING OF STEAMSHIP
GENERAL SLOCUM IN EAST
RIVER, NEW YORK: 1400 LIVES
LOST.

196—EARTHQUAKE AT SAN
FRANCISCO; 1000 LIVES LOST.

1908 —MESSINA EARTHQUAKE ;
100,000 LIVES LOST.

1912—SINGING OF TITANIC;
1503 LIVES LOST.

1714—SINKING OF BTEAMSHIP
EMPRESS OF IRELAND IN ST.
LAWRENCE RIVER; 1027 LIVES
LOST.

1915 — EARTH
TERIOR ITAL
LOST.

1916—TORPEDOING OF LUNI-
TANLA; 1198 LIVES LOST.

1915—SINKING .OF EASTLAND
STEAMER IN CHICAGO RIVER:
312 LIVES LOST.

1917 —-MUNITIONS PLANT EX-
PLOSBION IN AUSTRIA: 4000
LIVES LOST (UNCONFIRMED).

1MT—-DUPONT POWDER
PLANT EXPLOSION, CHESTER,
PA., 112 LIVES LOST.

DECEMEER, 1917—EXPLOSION
AT HALIFAX; 2000 LIVES LOST
te:umam)

WEATHER BUREAL

UAKE 1IN I
i 35,000 LIV

Order Stopping Dally lap' I:Ibld
Dangerous by Shippers, Fruit-
‘growers and Farmers.

“A second stab at the efficlency of
the Portiland weather bureau office.”
That is the way shippers, fruit growers,
farmera, schools and the Chamber of
Commerce feel about the order discon-
tinuing pubiication of the dalily weather
map by the local office of the weather
bureau. The order becomes effective
next Monday.
Shippers anfi boat owners who have
reliad upon the storm information will
ba deprived of the service and receive
in substituts a card so condensed as Lo
be practically unintelligible.
Farmers and frultgrowers, who have
many times been saved great losses by
knowledge of the approach of frost and
inclement weather, will have to put up
with a substitute service of mersly
nominal wvalue.
Two hundred schools that have been

be deprived entirely of the service.
The Chamber of Commerce will pro-
test the action not only because of the

because it puts Portland in a position
subordinate to the service given at Se-
attle and San Francisco.

Seattle and Ban Francisco will con-
tinue the publication. . Portland could
have done so, but when a circular gues-
tionm was issued from the Wﬂlm
office of the weather bureau asking if
the publication of the maps could be dis-
continued as & measure of sconomy, A.
H. Thiessen, the metsorciogist in charge
of the Portland office, repiied that it
could be done.

high water, impending frost or abnor-
mally unsettled weather., But despits

(Conciuded on Page Sixtesn. Colums Four)

Hoover Puts Lid on
When Firm Disobeys

Washington, Dee. 7.—(U, P.)—Many
big food dealers throughout the United
States are in imminent danger of being
put out of business by Food Adminis-
trator Hoover because they are viclat-
ing the federal regulations under which
are 1 ‘o operats, It was
learned Thursday.

It was a gentle hint to thess dealers
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Resolution s Passed by M .
Houses With but One V*
in Opposmon, That of Hcytr
London in the House. ,._,
President Is Expected to Sml
Measure Tonight; La Folletts
Leaves Chamber During Vote
on Resolution.

-
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ASHINGTON, Deo. 7. —
(U. P.)—President Wi~
son' signed the resolation de-
claring war on. Austria-Hun-
gary at 5:08 p. m,
Congress declared war oa
Autl'h-liﬂlm this after-

MMC‘OU;*

of 74 to 0 was
hours later by ils m‘ﬁ
the house by a vote of 361
to 1, )

Speaker Clark signed the
resolution at 4:20,

Viee President Marshall
signed the resplution at 4:32.
The action by congress
unexpecied sweeping asway of
Congresswoman Rankin, who 1
against the declaration of = state of
war with Germany, voted to make Aﬂ""
tris a formal enemy of the U“
States.

Meyer London, Now York m
cast the only, negative vole.

The resolution was Immolllt.lf;
rushed 1o the senats, which remalhed In’
mmeomﬂmm, ..
signature.

President Wilson was awaiting the
resolution at the White House and will

immediately affix his signature,
‘London Ralses

-
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mite to biow & street car and

pants to is was found

a Bpelling-Minnebaha street

The bomb was on a seat

dls of the cxr and was

craw while car was being cleaned.

CASUALTIES IN




