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° HOW WOULD YOU COLLECT

UPPOSE the Bean bill should
be approved by popular vote.
It directs that the grant lands
be assessed. It declares them
railroad lands.

. Under the declslon of the su-
- Ppreme court and the a~t of con-
| Bress, the title to the lands has
~ been revested in the U'nited States.
.The lands are government lands.
uture title to any part of the
ds can only be acquired by pat-
t from the United States gov-
ment.

L | As a matter of helng In equity
fth clean hands, the government
8 preserved to the railroad com-
_ y the $2.50 per acre. Bevond
- this the railroad has mno interest.
“And this is not an interest in the
-‘;'ju.nrl itself but unly a former ohli-
. gation of the government recog
"nlzed and preserved in the Cham-
: berlain-Ferris act,
; This interest amounts to the
“payment to the railroal when the
; and is sold of $2.50 per acre. It
~ 1s to he borne in mind that the
U 82.50 18 not payable to the rail-
_ Toad until the land {8 sold. The
| ‘Bale may be this vear or ten years
- hence.
- Not only has the rallroad no in-
. terest in the land itself, hut it has
" not even an Interest that it can
. enforce by any legal process until
fl_.he land is sold. This Interest
i might be  referred to as an
" “equity,” though there is question
- whether it {s even an “equity.” Be-
L cause the land is government land,
. it cannot be taxed. This is fun-
. damental. The only thing that
- can possibly be assessed is thls
E right which the rallroad has at
some future day to receive $2.50
" for each acre hereafter sold.
4‘ Suppose th: railroad he assessed
o with this so-called “equity.” And
_suppose the railrcad refuses to
. pay the taxes thercon. How would
' the state get the tax money?

L If your property is assessed ani

v

 the taxes not paid, the state, by |

. virtue of the law, has a lien on it
: which in due time may Le fore-
 eclosed and the property be s=oll
. for taxes. The taxes are thus ob-
| ‘tained from the purchaser wha
pays the money to the state and
takes the property,
. _ But in tho case of this Bean
- bill assessment agalnst the rafl-
..road, what would you sell? And
L suppose you do sell the thing the
“rallroad poss2sses, viz., the future
'rlght at an uncertain date to re-
~ceive $2.50 per acre from sale of
government lands, how would you
. enforce the right when once you
‘have purchased it?
- And since you could not collect
' the money, how would the county
“eourts make up the deficiency in
~tax revenies caused hy levving on
+ an intangible something on which
" the tax money cannot be collected?
~ How could the tangle In the tax
. rolls ever be straightened out?
' The Bean bill thus proposes an
‘absurdity, and serious support of
i it is inconcelvable.

. Two_city elections are to he held
in Portland mext month if either
of the two aldermanie charters
ng. But what's a few elections
$25,000 per among politicians®

X ‘ PREPARE YOUR BALLOT

1 Tt

.« a. - VERY {important election |s
=\ pending in Portland. Many

measures of weighty conse-
quence are on the ballot.
+Citizens will require consliderable
~time to scrutinize these measyres
“#nd form an intelligent opinion as
2o how they %ant to vote.
. Among other proposals is the
lan to go back to the aldermanic
m of .government in Portland.
{8 extraordinary that the pro-
should be so qulckly sprung
d attempt be made to railroad
~into adoption. It secems un-
inkable that an efficient and
ple system ghould he ahan-
i for a complicated and whol-

knows what may happen.
of the old system,
put every citizen on guard.
form of government,
mission government,

cesaful without
honest offizials.

competent and

discrimination in their selection.
The records of the candidates
should be searchingly scrutinized
and every vota for or against them
he cast intelligently and econsci-
entiously.

IPortland has good government
now, and it la a precious thing.
It would be a great blunder to give
gond  government
electing unfit and unqualified of-
ficials.

So far as Portland is concerned,
the coming election is, in many
respects, as important as a presi-
dential election.

The country will be thankful
that the president shows a dispo-
sition to take the food situation in
hand. Congress has dilly-dallied
too long with this serious business,
The memhers of that body are too
much inclined to talk when they
ghould be acting.

PROHIBITION IN WAR TIME

| ROM every source, we are told

| that fool supply for the al
lies may become the turning
point in the war.

The country is called upon to
plant the last acre of land and the
last vacant lot. The people In
some instances, in a universal re-
sponse, are even digglng up their
lawns and planting them to vege-
tables. s

It seems unthinkable, in a
time of food crisis, that congress
should hesitate to forbid use of
cereals and edibles in the manufac-
ture of intoxicants, Millions of
bushels of grain are consumed in
the manufacture of intoxicating
heverages. There are statistics tc
thae effect that the grains so con-
sumed are equivalent to 11,000,-
000 loaves of hread per day.

It is not an issue over whiech
(congress would seem to have room
for doubt or discussion. RBread
| will sustain life. Liquors will not.
Graing will help hasten the com-
ing of peace. Intoxicants will not.
The armies of liberty can he made
|strong for their great task by the
products of the fields, They cannot
be sustained on the battle front hy
tha products of distilleries and
hreweries.

Tt seems a very simple proposi-
tion, a wholly undebatahle proposi-
tion, a thoronghly one-zided propo-
sition. As hetween the satisfying
of a non-combatant's thirst for
whisker or heer and the feeding
of the rombatants who are making
the supreme sacrifice, there i{s but
one choice.

If food for the =soldiers is in the
slightest imperilled, save every
ponnd of it that can be saved, {in-
cluding all that which is consumed
hy the distilleries and breweries in
the manufacture of liquors,

It is stated that the eraln con-
sumed {n the manufacture
ligquors is the equivalent of that
used in 11,000,000 loaves of brea:d
per day. It ought not to take
congrees long to decide in a food
erisis that such a waste of food-
stuffs should cease.

FATAL GIFT OF BEAUTY

T DOES not seem quite candid
to say that the roads to be
built and improved under the
bonding act are “‘scenic routes'
{and therefora of minor conse-
quence. Nobody who will take the
trouble to glance over the road
map accompanying the bill in the
|state pamphlet can admit for a
|moment that the scenmery is the
main consideration in selecting the
lines.

| The road from Portland to Sa-
lem and on up the Willamette val-
|ley can hardly be ecalled a “mere
scenic route.” Nor ecan that con-
temptuous term be fairly applied
to the great central road fgpm
'ILake\'iew to Bend, or to the road
through the heart of eastern Ore-
|zon from Bend to Ontario by way
of Canyon City and Burns.

These roads and all the others
chosen for

improvement arn
natural arterics of travel and
trade. Most of them were Lroken

by the ploneers and laid out where
they are because, everything con-
sidered, their location was the best
possible,

It is diffienlt to find a roa<d
anvwhere
not pass within sight of some
pleasant scenerv with here and
there natural features of surpass-
ing beauty. If we are to forbid
Improvements upon all roads whic%

vation, to borrow Portia's phrase.

road from public favor.
We feel little sympathy with

of Oregon's scenery.

keep them
For example,

-Tacoma to Rainier* Pirk is a

5. v

ly inefficient system, but nobody
There
is an active campalgn in " behalf
and the fear
that it may be successful should

Above all, there is a mayor and
two commissioners to elect. N>
even com-
cah bhe suc-

The commission-
ers exercise large powers and oOn
that account there should be great

a setback by

ol |

in Oregon which does

possess the fatal gift of beauty
we fear few of them will see sal-

1t will come as. a surprise to most
people to learn that scenery is a
demerit which should exclude a

those who decry the economie value
There are
good grounds for the belief that
it would often pay in dollars and
cents to open new roads into re-
gions of exceptional beauty and
in first class repair.
the highway from

sound investment from the point
of view of money returns alone. It
will not be long before we can
say the same of the road from
Medford to Crater Lake.

But the roads which are to ba
improved under the bonding act
re the old established highways

Oregon, running where they do
because the immediate necessities
of the people reguire them. Shall
we decline to spend money on
them because they happen to pass
in sight of splendid mountains and
lovely cataracts? Must we con-
demn the road past Silver Lake
because that body oY water de-
lights the traveler’s eye for miles
together?

The farmers in eastern Oregon |-

are entitled to every cut in grain
rates they can secure. Any effort
by the Port of Astoria to prevent
farmers of the Pendleton zone
from getting a cut in the rate to
Portland is likely to be resisted in
the inland empire.

FARMERS SHOULD HAVE IT

SALEM news dispatch says

“the port of Astoria is evi-

dently preparing to resist

the movement on the part of
the Port of Portland, the Port-
land Transportation & Traffic asso-
ciation and others to obtain on
grain and other produce shipped
from Eastern Oregon freight rates
based on the distance and cost of
haul.”

If done, it will be a mistake for
Astoria. It will be a mistake for
more than one reason.

Astoria needs Portland’s friend-
ship and cooperatjon. It was
through  Portland's cooperation
that Astorla got parity rates with
Puget Sound. The action by
which Astoria finally galned those
rates originated in Portland, and
Astorla knowg 1t originated in
Portland. Astorila knows that The
Journal led that campaign, and
knows that it was encouragement
from Portland that caused Astoria
to renew the petition that finally
gained the coveted rates.

Astoria failed when she made
the fight without Portland assist-
ance. Astoria mever would have
gained parity rates without th=
acquiescence of Portland. Port-
land's friendship and assistance in
this instance were of great value
to Astoria, That s one reason
why Astoria should not now op-
pose Portland. The thing Port-
land did for Astoria should now
be done by Astoria for Portland.

There is another and far higher
reason. The grain raisers in the
Pendleton =zone are directly and
profoundly concerned in this mat-
ter. Their grain can be moved
from Portland to the ocean in deen
sea ships for five to seven cents
per ton. If moved from Portland
by rail to Astoria, or by transfer
from rail at Portland to steam-
boat for Astoria the cost is 756
cents or more per ton. This extra
charge somebody has to pay. Ul-
timately it must come out of the
grain growers. In some {ndirect
and unseen way, they will have it
to pay.

These grain growers are entltled
to the lowest rate obtainable; re-
gardless of the interest of cities
and seaports. Their grain feeds
the world and the industry should
be escouraged. Society rests on
the farmer.

If it costs only five or seven
cents for Umatilla gra'n to reacn
the high seas by ship from Port-
land and 75 cents if transferred
to boat at Portland for Astorla,
the farmers should hav: the bene-
fit. The rate on their grain should
fit the conditions and the cost of
haul. They should not be made to
pay the added cost merely as a
matter of convenlence and profit
for Astoria or any other port.

There {8 no zround whatever on
which Astoria can base a claim
that Pendleton grain should be
hauled 318 miles to Astoria for the
same rate as 21S miles to Pori-
land.

As a lawyer, Mr. Bean knoww
that, were his mnotorious bill
adopted, thére is no way to enforce
collection of the taxes on the right
the railroad has when the grant
lands "are =old, and he further
knows that every grant land coun-
ty's tax revenues wonld be thrown
into complication with: a lot of
taxes levied that could not be col-
lected. But Lawyer Bean is not
telling folks all he knows about
the Bean bill.

HELPLESS RUSSIA

HE kaiser’s professed purpose
when he began his war of

aggrandizement was to “de-
feat the menace of Pan
slavism." This won him many

sympathizers in the United States,
for most Americans looked upon
the Russian government as tyran-
ny run mad and the czar’s military
power wag supposed to be almost
invincible. His defeat by Japan
was explained plausibly on th>
ground that Russia could not get
her forces into action. The long
transit across Siberia was a fatal
obstacle,

Between Russia and her Euro-
pean neighbors there was no such
protective obstacle. Her immense
forces could be assembled swiftly
for an assault anywhere along the
border, and who ecould withstand
them? The kaiser pointed to the
rapid expansion of the Russian
empire, ita umscrupmlous absorp-
tion of Poland, Finland, the

Transcaucasus, northern Persla,

and he warned mankind that Pan-
Slavism must be checked in its
career of conquest or the whole
world would be subdued.

His pretended fear of Russian
aggression was shared by many
people In the United States. We
did not feel in immediate danger
ourselves but we did not relish the
prospect of seeing Eurcope domi-
nated by a government so cruel, so
ignorant and s&o unprincipled as
the czar's autocracy, and the kal-
ser's proi/.ssed purpose to ist
the monster seemed worth of
praise. A great deal of the so-
called “pro-Germanism” which per-
vaded the United States at the be-
ginning of the war originated in
this way.

Asg it turned out there never was
any Pan-Slavic menace. German
intrigue honeycombed the whole
of Russia, alienated the govern-
ment from the people and rotted
the efficiency of the army. The
kaiser's professed desire to combat
the czar's ambition was nothing
but a cloak for his own boundless
ambition. What he really did was
to attack the civilization of west-
ern Europe and the United States,
hoping to destroy it and replace
it with medieval autocracy.

Russgia has as good as fallen out
of the war, for the present at least,
leaving her allies in the lurch.
The kaiser withdraws Lis troops
from the eastern frontier and con-
~entrates them against France. The
Slavic zeal for ‘“‘the bhrotherhood
of man'" works out in practice as
the bulwark of Prussian despotism
and Russia seems headed toward

that proletarian anarchy whose
historic outcome is renewed
Czarism.

The kaiser's motive in starting
the war now
fore the world,

Letters From the People l

|Communications sent to The Joumal for
publication In this department should be writ-
ten on only one side of the paper. should mnot?
excerd 300 words in length and must be ac-
companled by the name snd address of the
pender.  If the writer does oot desire to have
the pname publisbed he sbhould so state.)

“The Tourist Business,™

Portland. May 15.—To the Editor of
The Journal—In your editorial in Bat-
urday's Journal, entitled *“The Tourist
Business,” 1 think you touched the
right nail on the head when you said
there was a “sood deal of misappre-
hension abroad ass to what the “tourist
busines=s' might mean to Oregon." The

man that said it would benefit no one |

but the hotelkeepers is
evidently mistaken a little, for it lie
would go to California—yes, to Sau
Francisce—I believe he would find the
number of men and women who re-

and garages

ceive employment in one way and an-.

nther through the tourist business in
Its various ways would measure up
very well with the number of @cople
cmployed in the various Industries 1u
Portland.

Iloes he know that the tourists travel
of the world spends pretty close to
$700,000,000 annually? And 1 would
undertake to say that far more of this
amount goes to find employment for
people in Lhe various walks of
than goes to the Hotelkeepers and
gurages, Portland's and Oregon’s great
need is the establishment of hotels and
places of accommodation among Ore-
gon's scenery,” where the tourist could
find entertajnment and enjoyment, and
then we should see what the tourisl
travel means.

I belleve it would be a good Invest-
ment for Portland to ralse a fund to

send this man, and some others hold-

ing litke opinlons, on a trip through

California or some other gections reap- |

ing @« big harvest from the tourist
travel, and then let him ses himself,
CHARLES COOPEY.

Military Exemption.

Saginaw, Or.,, May 11.—To the EA4i-
tor of The Journal—Pleass answer
through the columns of THe Journal
the following, as soon as known:

Are foreign-born males between the
ages prescribed by the compulsory
military law—aliens, in other words

—required to register for the rnlil--l

tary census, and can they be drafted”?
There are many forelgn born men in
our =state, who are not citizens,

portance,

Are veterans of other wars exempt-
ed As the Spanish-American war, for
instan e, A SUBSCRIBER.

[{Aliens born, who are not natural-
{zed, are not llable to military service
at any age. However, the law, In re-
spect of reglstration, excepts no male
person between 21 and 30 inclusive.
All such must register, and others
must do the exempting.; no one can do
that for himself

No veteran gyf the Spanish-Ameri-
can war, in the nature of things, iu
likely to be B8 yYoung as 30; all are
therefore exempt from the draft, if
that age |s retained as the maximum
limit.]

The Food Gambler,

Cherryvale, Or., May 13.—To the Ed-
itor of ge Journal—The middleman,
who stands in high places, gambling
on the preducts of the earth, is @ man
who menaces the Iife of the producer,
asg well #% the consumer. [ have been
here ¢n earth for 76 years, |
producer, and am also an

going on in this country; some of them
Are outrageous, to say the least of
them. One of them is gambling and
it should he stopped. Our representa-
tives in congress should be requested
by their constituencies to formulate
a law prohibiting gambling on the pro-
Aucts of the farm, especially food pro-
ducts, such as wheat, oats and corn—
materials that sustain life of human
heings,

What can we do more than to ap-
peal 10 our servants in congress, to
pass a restralning law against those
«vils existing now In our country, It
1s thelr duty to do so. Listen to the
vutery of the poor Women and chil-
drem for bread, not alone In Kurope,
but in our own country of liberty and
plenty for all. I will ask what s it
thet causes such high prices off foods
if it is not gambling—gain without
hionor? O. F. B.

A Farm Laborer’s Testimonmy,

Filgin, Or, May 12.—To the Editor nf
The Journal—In The Journal a few
days ago I read a l»tter by W. Brown,
telling the reason of the present labor
shortage on the farms. He =ays the
farmers do not pay over 75 cents a day
for help, and the helper must furnish
his own bed, and that one has to han-
dle a ton or so of manure, milk frora
two to twelve cows andr*do other work
before breakfast.

Now I am asking anyone who may
have recad his letter, Where did that
man work, and when? Can he besan
efficlent man of steady hablits?

Any kind of man in this particular
locality can draw from $40 to $35 a

&

stands revealed be-

1fe !

to |
whom this information wlll be of Im-

5

Eood a bed as he has at his own home
or had before he left home.
- Mr. Brown is to be pitied, of course,

their worth. I am a farm helper, but
never did get Mr,

iomary, A FARM LABORER.

Mr. McCone Ol‘l'er: a Correction.

The Journal—In
May 12 there appeared the text of a
message from
clalists to the German BSocialists call-
ing upon them to put an end lo kal-
gerism as the only means
the war to an early end.” With this
message all Soclalists are in accord.
In substance it is an appeal to the
German Soclalists to overthrow the
German autocratic and mllitaristic
ruling class, and establish a greater
degree of democracy. All Soclallsts,
regardless of their differences upon
other matters, are agreed that all over
the world the rulership of the few
must be ended, and the rule of the
people estahlished.

It is unfortunate, however, that in
this {nstance the message is not offl-
cial, and will not be so treated by the
German Soclalists, as it doers not coma
from the national executive commil-
tee of the Soclalist party of the Unit-
ed States, whose membets are as fol-
lows: Vietor L. Berger, Milwaukee:
Anna A, Maley, Minneapolls; John M.
Works, Chicagoy John Spargov, Old
Rennington, Vi, and Morris Hillquitt,
New York city.

“According to press reports,
wera unfortunately erroneous, it was
stated that the message to German
Socialists was =signed by “the national
executive committee of Socialists of
Ameriea.”” Among those included a=
members of this committea were the
{following: <Charles Edward Russell,
J. G. Phelps Stokes, Rose DPastor
Stokes, William English Walling, Win-
!ﬁelrl R, Gaylord and others. These
| persons have nn officla! standing in
the Socialist party of the United
States at the present time and were
not authorized by the regular Soclalist
party organization to send the mes-
'sage to Germany, admirable as It la.
Another error {8 to the effect that
lone of the signers, Henry L. Slobodln,
|is a former “natlonal secretary of the
American Soclalists’ committee.” Mr.
Slobodin never held this office.

It is, indeed, unfortunate that the
newspapers have not been correctly
Informed in this matter and that as &
|rem:ll their numerous readers have
| gained a false Impression,
| It has becoms the established policy
of the Seoclalist party of the Unilted
States to refraih from Interfering In
the affalrs of the slster Soeialist par-
ties of other countries, assuming that
each Boclalist party In the respective
countries is dolng the best it can In
the fight for victory over the ruling
class, VICTOR J, M'CONE,
State Secretary, Sociallst party

Oregon.

Opposes Roosevelt's Ambition.

Pendieton, Or., May 13.—To the Edl-
tor of The Journal—Had any part of
the magnificent ability of that won-
derful man, Theodore Roosevelt, in-
dicated military genius, ona could ap-
preciate the glamor that he lead an
army against the kaiser. He is un-
doubtedly a man of wonderful wver-
satllity, but epportunity failed to dis-
close the tralts necessary to mlillitary
leadership.

1 downed tha prejudice born of child-
| hood, lived in the south In reconstruc-
tion davs, and voted for him for pres.
ident, ags 1 did for Mr, McKinley
Therefore, 1 feel that I speak from a
fairly impartial point of wview, when
I question the wisdom of placing him
at the head of an Amerlcan army on
the battleficlds of Europe. 1 do not
doubt his courage, nor do 1 helleve
that. & more loval man could be seé-
lected, but {f thera {8 any merit In
West Polnt or Annapolls or value in
military experience, why experiment
when the cost of fallure would be
pald in the life blood of the flower
of American manhood?

1 heartily concur in the ldea that
our country can better spare men of
his age and mine, than our boyvs, but
{f pos=ible to add one iota to our
chances of victory I advocate the ap-
pointment of an experlenced soldier to
command our army in Europe.

If a hundredth part of the tales told
by Henry K. Sienklewicz of blood-mad
Russia be true, and anarchy should
' eway {8 Russia, as the result of (il
advice to the masses of that woefully
ruled land, the fate of Armenia would
be. to what would transpire then, as
a dream of misfortune to heart-rend-
SILVER GRAY,

which

of

iing reallty.

' “Honor to Whom Honor."
Wauna, Or,, May '5.—To the Editor
| of The Journal.—1 wish to say a few
| words in regard to Red Crors societies
'in the smaller towns. Every day we
| hear about the Red Cross soclety in

the larger cities and towns. We hear
. how much they are doing, how they are
|advancing and the way they are work-
ing to increase their membership and
their contributions; but we never hear
fromm the small towns, 1 think they
are worthy of a few words, for, as it
fe, they may be out of existence as
| far as the publle knows,

Our little town, I think, has done
wonderfuliy and 1 think it deserves a
great deal of credit. Notwithstanding
the fact that we have a population of
only 300, we can boast of nearly 200
members of the Red Cross, each one
contributing at least a dollar., This
was done in less tham a week and 1
think that is surely good work, Be-
«ides this, we have contributed =even
recruits to Uncle Sam. That !s what

|1 consider a grand plece of work and
' I feel that the people of Wauna are en-
am a|titled to a great deal of credit.

ohserver, |
cat least of some of the things that ar~

I am sure that there are thousands

JO‘ other towns that have done as well

as Wauna, but they are too small to
,be noticed and the comsequences are
i that the cities get all the credit.

A. M. DICKENSON.

Question of Remarriage.
Vancouver, May 14.—To the Editor
of The Journal—Kindly answer the
following question through your paper:
A man and wife separate. The man,
| belteving his wife divorced from him,
{remarries. Later he learns no divorce

| was granted, and he is indicted for|

bigamy. Can elther of the last two
parties marry legally wgthout an an-
r.ulment of the second ceremony?
SUBSCRIBER,
[In Oregon the woman in the second

marriage should |nstitute suit to have

the marriage declared vold, before re-
marriage of either party. In Washing-
ton the law is the same.]

On Identifying Patriots.
Portland, May 10.—To the Editor
of The Journal—In your |ssue of re-
cent date I note there is a proposal
on foot to display a certaln emblem

more persons have eéenlisted
service of thelr country.
what will we do about
where the patriot has offe his serv-
fces and beren rejected? not ha
entitled to some consideration? For
example, my boy, 18 years old, who
looks as fit as any boy in the city
was rejected soon after war was de-
clared (on account of heart flutter),
although he tried both the naval

in
May I ask,
the homes

.militia and the navy, and who lost

month and board and roem, with as!

for- not getting over six bits a day.|
but some men are paid according to;

Brown's alleged|
wages, nor furnished my own bed, ex-
cept in threshing time, which is cus- @l of Germany's lines look a good deal'
| like the Woden line. |

i

M
Portland, May 13 —To the Editor of |1
the daily papers ¢f

certain American 8o0-|cago barber ghug.
| strating Frence

“to bring |

| armed watch care,

or flag at each home where one or| o ..mand, he is taking larze chances

| of being shot. All of us must remem-

PERTINENT COMMENT AND NEWS IN,BRIEF'I'-' Rag Tag and Bobtail

.

SMALL CHANGE

Wot's the Wotan line, anyhow? To
the student of ancient causes of things

It Is Jdoubtless a '‘great comfort to
r. Edison in these times to reflect
hat while he could as easily as not
have invented the.sul:marme. he didn't.

Joffre, waltings his turmn in a Chi-
was not only demon-
democracy but no
doubt mastered the English language
while he waited.

In the failry st:)r .Jl.ck climba the
beanstalk te “zet al the giant. The
American equlvalent of Jack is going
to work the beanstalk for all it's
woith, at all events.

The first Amert’van. flag to be taken
to the firing |IA% by American troops
will be carried by our railroad men.
Some flag, and in the hands of men
who are some {laggers,

R

The shorter you ate the more liable
vou Aare to be rejected for military
service. HBut the shorter you are the
more valuable you are for#'dropping”
potatoes. And there you arte,

That American who makes two hills
of spuds grow where a thousand blades
of grass, four thistles and about 40 ar
0 dandellons grew before |s not only a
publi¢ benefactor but a patriot as well,

- -

Nebraska, planting more than twiee
as much corn as ever before, again
zives evidence of the fact that though
she announces her approach with con-
siderably less horohlowing than some
of her sgisters., her name (s always
on the list of arrivals just the sBame.

"OREGON SIDELIGHTS

With its unbroken record of never
having had a crop failure, the Hills-
boro Independent avers, Washington
county can be counted upon to do its
share of reliwmg.the food shortage.

“A few tourist' cars - have passed
through the vity within the Lt few
days." says the Klamath Falls Herald
uf May 14, “thy first signs of ap-
proaching summer and the annual in-
fux."

- L]

“There's no use ll:’)ll'll o
the fact that old upiter Pluvius is
trying to make a mid-winter show out
ot’ our strawberry camnival,” says the
Reseburg Review, “There doesn’'t seem
to be any desire on his part that sum-
mer should get a look In”

L

Advising the :nrmera of Umatilla
county, Colonel Clark Wood sagacious-
ly observes in the Weston Leader: “The
suggestion of Jim Sturgls that country
roands be cut down to a width of 3v
feet and the remainder cultivated, .z
good so far as it goes, but what "ma-
tilla county needs |5 some crop pian

el around

the farmeors are willing to adopt for
utilizing it thousands of acres ol sum-
mer fallow.” v

- .

As a result of a visit to the Wash-
ington game farm at the Walla Walla
penitentiary, Deputy Game Warden
Tonkin of Umatilla county is advocat.
ing the establishment of & game farm
near Pendleton, the East Oregonian
says. The Walla Walla farm covers
i0 acres. The state started it off wittqs
*$40,000. It will be stocked with 12
varicties of pheasants, wild turkeys
and wild ducks. A total of 8000 ph‘:as-
ant egg= have heen set this year. Fish
lakes will be added

~ ADVANCING DEMOCRACY N AMERICA

By Alfred D, Cridge.
Democracy is =steadily gaining in the
affairs of the municipalities and the
rommonwealths of the U'nited States,
and in a recent issue of Eguity, a pub-
llration issued quarterly in Philadel-
prhia, the advancements are given at
=ome length, compiled from official re-
ports, election returns and correspond-
ence with residents and active promot-
ers of fundamental measures. The re-
call, for municipalities, Is now recog-
nized in 35 states, Ten states elther
have decided to have constitutional
conventions or the question is hefore
the people to call them., Surch conven-
tions in the present age draw up some
progressive and demncratie provisions
or their work is defeated at tha polls.
Thesa states are Massachusetts, Ten-
nessee, Arkansasg, Indiana, Texas, New
Hampshire, North [Dakota, Illinois,
Washington and North Carolina.

It = In Indmna.. hﬁ.reln!'nra the most
backward state In the advancing tide
of popular government, that tha great-
est advance is llkely. The convention
is called for January, 1918, and the
erlection for delegates {8 to be held on
September 18, 1917, Not only do
women vote for these delegates, but
they ‘will vote on the constitution to
be drawn up and upon any separate
propositions submitted. The election
nf deleagates will be entirely non-parti-
san, and no party designation or em-
blem can be used on the ballot. The
most striking recognition of the right
of minorities to be heard {s provided
for by tha clause giving any 45 of the
115 Aelagates power to submit any
guestion to the voters separately from
the constitution drawn up by the ma-
jority. Many meetings are being held
throughout the state with a view of
discussing fundamental matters, and
the constitution of Indlana {s likely to
be all the more advanced hecause for
nearly three-quarters of a century no
amendment of any importance could be
passed owing
ment that an amendment must he sub-
mitted to and passed by two successive
legislatures and then obtain a major-
fty of the vote cast at the election in-
gtead of a majority of the vote cast on
the measure, It was the copving
of thé Indiana constitutiom In so large

to the absurd require- |

part by the makers of tha Oregon con-
stitution that kept Oregon tied up for
aver half & century, hefore a political
revolution of tun-clevenths of the peo-
ple carrjed the initiative and referen-
dum.

- -

It |= tha existence of this rule of “a
majority at the election” In Minnesota
that has prevented the adoption of the
initiative and referendum, although
voted for by over 136,000 majority,
avary voter not taking interest enough
to vote at all being counted as voting
“ne.” so far as the result and effect of
such negative action was concerned.

In Arkansas ths new constitution
authorized {8 quites llkely to contaln
the most effective form of the initia-
tive and referendum.
prevalila there
the new funda-

corporated fully In

the absurd provisions that signatures
to petitions can only be algned in the
presence of an officer competent to
administer caths, and in his office
This, with other restrictions, makes it
hard to oparate, Neither principle can

. HOW TO BE HEALTHY

be applied to the constitution,

Copyr! 19017,
by J.‘iﬁaﬂu.

ILLS OF THE INDOOR WORKER—
(No. 1).—Preventable djsease alolic
costs the nation’s weorkingmen more
than $360,000,000 yearly, causing as it
does an average 1oss of nins full work-
ing days' Because such slckness
wastes the efficlency expected by ths
modern employer, as well as the con-
tents of the employe's pay envelops,
the preventlon of disease has become
a recognized industrial problem and
the health of the worker a paramount
issue,

To best malntain health the Indoor
worker must pay careful attention to
fresh alr, correct position, proper and
sufficient l1ighting, rest and recreatlon
and, finally, to food and drink, l.gnt
must be sufficlently and proper.y
placed. Unfortunately, in many old
offices and shops it Is Impossidle to
obtain adequate iighting without arti.
fietal light, which frequently brings
the additional problem of excessive
heat,

Chlef among the several serfous dis.
turbances of health cafsed by insuffi-
clent light are eve strain and bodily

deformities. Eye straln may Indicate
itself in hemdachs, twitching of the
eyelids or paln in tha back. Faulty
position frequently results in a con-
tracted chest, this in turn Interfering
with proper expansion of the lungs.
Combine these things with long hours
of work in |!] ventilated quarters, an4
tubercuiosis {8 likely to develop.

To prevent eye strain see that the
desk or work table {s placed so as Lo
recelve the greatest amount of light
with the least amount of glare. Be
sura te shleld the eyes from direct
rays of light. The worker himse.f
must see that his body d0esa not be-
come deformed, There gre of course
soma occupations which cannot wall
be carried on without having the work-
er assume an unhealthy position. This
is the cass, for example, with garmeut
workers, shoemakers dolng handwork,
and draftsmen.

By studying your work, however,
you can find a way to solve this prob-
lem.

Tomorrow—"11ls of the Indoor Work-
er—No. 2)."

a good position besides, is, In my
estimation, entitled to something in
the way of identification card or but-
ton to show "he Is not a slacker’

Is not “our home” also entitled to
the “flag of 4dentificatlon” to mingla
with the Stars and Stripes?

MAN WITH THE

A Comparatively Smal]l Bill.

Portland, May 14.—To the Editor of
The Journal—Oregon's share of 1ha
$.000,000,000 federal loan s 356,000,
000, In comparison, the proposed $6.-
000,000 road bond issue is small and
is to be used for the highest :f pur-

L.et us bave mgood roads,

Riwee M. L. M MINN.

HOE.

The Word ‘“‘Halt."
From the Deserst News.

For the average American to be told,
as all rgcently were told on high gov-
ernmental authority, “to keep your
mouth shut,” !s teo Impose aboul as
‘:npaintahle an order, and one prob-
ably quite as difficult to observe, as
could be safely promuigated exceDt
under the most stresaful circum-
stances, Almost equally difficult is it
for the ordinary native to submit to
such restraint of his freedom of move-
‘ment as comes with the sharp com-
mand ‘‘Halt!” from a sentry or guard
at a bridge, reservoir, factory,
house, or other point or place under
Yet the prudent
citizen will not omit te heed both
warnings. If his indlscretion leads
him into any intemperance violailon of
the first one, the long arm of the se-
cret service, or the short arm of an

leutraged hearer Is more than likely to
| reach him and bring him

to sudden

erief. If he falls to heed the other

her and realize that we are at war, and
that war methods are summary and
severe, The tongue is proverhiaily an
unruly member, and the American arti-
cle is pecullariy (iable to wag unwisely
and too much—1thix by reason of the
vxtreme liberality of law, custom and
public opinicn, But the goo. gift may
not safely he overworked, there .re
Iimits, and just now Lhese have been
greatly narrowed and restricted.

.

PERSONAL MENTION

Swedish Banker Visits,

Mr. and Mr=. Alex Palmgren, tour-
jste of Stockholm, Sweden, are reg-
istered at the Carlton. Mr. Palmgren
ia a prominent Swedish banker and
has been touring the United States
for some time,

- -
Overland From Salt Lake.

Carl M. Il.ipman and his brother
Danle]l of Salt Luke city, are regis-
tered at the Imperial hotel, having
made the trip tao Portland in an au-
tomaoblile, The motorist encountered

five feet of snow In the DBlue moun-
taine but met with no other mishaps,
spending five days on the way.

. L)

H. 3. Rice of McMinnville is at the
Perkins,

(GGeorge I.. Symons of Butte is at the
Portland

E. . Diaskmen of Riverside, Wash,,
ig at the Multnomah,

Willlam H. Moeller of Baker is reg-
istered at the OUregon,

C. W. Grant of Toppenish, Wash., i
the Imperial,

Mr. and Mrs. W. A, Halnes of Spo-
kane are at the Cornellus,

R, C. Hillmar of Culver is at the
Perkins,

E. B. Nettleton. from Wheeler, Or.,
Is at the Portiand.

B. Thompson of South Bend, Wash,,
Is at the Multnomah,

Charles Boon Jr., five years secre-
rary of the Spokane Greeters, has
joined tha office staff of the Mult-
nomah.

Ben and M. Wiss of llwaco, Wash,,
are at the Oregon,

.Robert Service of Baker is at the
Imperial. .

W. G. Carroll of Brighton, Or, is
registered at the Cornelius,

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fulton of The
Dalies gre at the Portland,

E. L, Murphy of Pendleton is at the
Perkins, -

H F. Effenherger of Nshalem is
registered at the Oregon,

H. H, Tucker of Globe, Ariz., is at

at

A. A. Boring of Secattls s

the Washington.
registered
at the Carlton, .

Equal suffrage |
in primary elections

now, and is more than likely to be in- fe“'"““‘“"“ peace.

preacher,
‘cause he was tellln' it takes a special
course

patriotic delight. ¢

Stories From Everywhere

[To tuis
are laviteq

column all readers of The Jourmal
to comtribute originnl matter—ig

story. In verse oc lu philosopbical on—
or SrFiking q“m.“u“: ¢al observati

frotw any source. Cone
tributivns of exceptions] werlt will be pe foc,
at ibe editur's appraisal.) e

Blessed Are the Merciful.
T WAS Jjust a little, half-grown
plgeon, only one of the hundreds
that flock about the fedgral bullding,
but one man risked his life today to

rescue It from starvation, says the
Chicago Post. oUccupants of offices
In tae Margquette bullding first saw
the pigeon fluttering wildly an4
struggling to free itself from =
niche in the cornice on the northeast
corner of the postoffice bullding,

above the ninth floor windows of the
United States marshal's offjce. Lt
was entangled In a siring, and every
effort 1o free itself waus in vain until
the bird. exnausted. dropped from the
ledge and hung by the siring.

B. T. Roodhaus, a lawyer with of-
fices at 1018 Marquette building, hur-
ried over to the federa]l building and

told the janitor of the bird's plight
The Jjunitor gave up the task of
rescug as hopeless,

Every window ‘In the Marquette
bullding, as well as In other bulldings
was crowded with office employ=2
and business men, Members of the

marshal's office force looked at the

pigeon, then at the ledge, and shong
thelr heads, until Deputy Marshal
William Henry Streeter came in,
Streeter walked 1o thea window,
lonked at the pigeon, then at the
ledge, took off hils coat and stepped
out of the gvindow. A crowd guickly

gathered In the street helgw. Traffie
was jammed while Streeter edged his
way along the narrow ledge, then
climbed up the vorner of the bhullding.
reached over the ledge and broke the
Slring. =,
The crowd cheered The pigeon dived
halfway to the streel, then stralght-
ened |18 wings and flew away,
Streeter crept back to the window,
crawled in and put on his coat,

The Old Flag.
The old flag futters for the frees;

Iand apotless shall {ts splendor be, ns
i through thé smokes and fire of wars

it bears (ts dancing, gleaming stars
of hops and liberty until the cannon's
lips grow cold and still and plaintive
bugles sound surcease from sirife for

The ald flag flutters for the fres

by God's benevolent decree; and fa-

m':l:ir;lu:a:whas enacted a law to pre-|Vored are the realms that llg be-
vent the anonymous circulating of ar- | neath the starlight of {ts sky. Theres,
zuments on inftlative and referendum j€VerY governmenial plin attests the
measures, The recent legisiature en- | Protherhood of man, and aristocracy
arted biut few measures and adjourned FO¢S down before the commoners who
on March 18. | place the welfare of the human race

P above the glitter nf a crown.

St. Augustine, Fla, is ona of the! No power ran shake the principle
many citieg recently adopting the com. | that makes our flag Invincible nor

mission form of government, and pro-| dim its brilllant juster shed along the

viding for the initiative and referen-|lines our scnirfes treisl,  For with ‘its
dum, streaming light {s hlent the glory of
The suprema court nf Mississippl | self-government and eqnal riglits for
has directly and positively set aside 81l who sce and sorve the caase thag
all attempts to do nway with the Init- muakes men free—the  causae  thau
fative and referendum adopted in 16814, | Warms the patrint'g bhiood and lends
The farmers of North Dakota have [ hls march through fire and flood and
atarted out 1o secura by initiatlve a | #Baves his treasured sword from rust
naw constitution considered to ha the | as thranes and scepters fall 1o dust,
most advanced In the way of f"t‘onﬁmjufi There's crime in every step and
provisions and public utility authoriza. ; 8troke and every stoin and scath and
tlon of anything =0 far proposed, srar Aand flash of fire and swirl of
After 17 vears of sleeping gickness | sSmoke and every trenco-marred fleld
the Mitiative and referendum provi- [and fen thit marke the progress of
sjons of the constitution of Utah have | & war agalnst the cherikhed rights ot
heen kiven some life by the legisia- | men. But never luve our leglons
ture, but it ;s considered that the ap- | marched por stainless hanner heen
plication of these principles will be |unfurled exceapt whern Liberty witn
almost I nol entirely *prohibited by |torch has also moved to lilght the

wuorld.
The God of nations reigns for all,

and here beneath his smile and sway
republica rise as empires fall and
despotism dies naway And where
our rippling col.ra wave thelr wel-
come to the morning lights the erst-
while potentate and slnve meel on
frea soil with equal rights, and with
the old guard of the land the exils
and the refugee salute, defend and

understand the flag that flutters for
the free.

.}
Mnemonics,

The Alexander department storas
last week purchased a Ford roadster
for the use of Smoky Nolf of the
grocery slde, says the Pendleton Eas:
Oregonlan's Weakly Bulldogger.
Bmoky has poor e¢yes and had trousle
distinguishing the three pedals on
the car until Carl Cooley thoughtful-
ly selected three aces from a deck ot

—Jark Smith, Astoria, Or,

cards and affixed one to each peda..
He knew that Smoky had never had
trouble seelng three aces in all his

CATear.

No Argument.

“Where'd you get the bLlack cye”™
asked Jones.,. "What was the Argu-
ment aboot?” .

“Thers was no argument,” replied
Bmith. “Brown walked up to me and
told me he would punch me In the eve,
And he did.”

How It Started,

Sald a tiny drop of dew
To & ralndrop (tiny, too),
*“There is much we should bes dolng
for our country, now at war;
But we are so very tiny,
Not like oceans, big and briny,
That can cradle mighty battleships
that voyage near and far,

Baid the little drop of raln
To the drop of dew, “A pmin
You are giving me. Don’'t dare 48
say such woeful things agaln.
Though I'm but a drop of warter,
1, myself, can be a starter
Of a movement nationwlde to grow
blg bumper crops of grain,

“Now, my hrother, you Just hope on—
Unclie S8am has got the dope on
Evervthing that's up to date to meet
the German submarine,
But to meet and fight a sub,
Soldler b“f'n must have the grub;
R0, we'll start the rain to make the
grain, the flnest ever seen."

That's how all this agitation
Came to stir this whole great nation,
Till the highest and the lowest vow
to- ralss foodstuffs galore.
Just a drop of rain began it
High in alr, above this planet,
And it sent the word by wireleas to
ten billlon billions more,

And it's up to me and you
And the raindrops all to do
Our patriotie hest to save sach dear
old Stripe and Star
And our boys, ocnce they're 'n motlon,
Can whip all the subg in ocean,
If there's food enough to feed them,
who so bravely go to war.

8o, now, let us @l Fet busy—
Plow and sow until we're dizzy.
What we plant mlndrogn will water
ti1] it grows up high and strong;
And we'll feed the soldier hoys,
Fighting 'mid the battle's nolse,
nd Democracy will ronguer, and It
won't be very long,

—Neallie Beckley, Kiamath Falls, Or.

Tnecle Jeff Snow Says:

Frank Coulter, who is a reformed
has 'quit fishin' altogether

in law, a llcense and then
mighty good wind to git away from

the rish and game wardens infestin’
the streams and meanderin’
the rivers and harbors of the state
of Oregon.
ly «outer a can. and eats biled wheat
as a matter of religious duty aad

lines of
le ketches his fish momt=
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