. ""Write Me a Letter About It,"
~ Stereotyped Bureaucratic
. Reply to Appeals,

" DIRECT ACTION UNUSUAL

Repressutative Blank Soom Pinds That
Direct -Appes) to Department Sub-
Chieftains Is Not Good Form.

Washington, ™ Aprll 7.—(WASHING-
TON BUREAU OF THE JOURNAL.) —
Washington ig the great center for
teaching business “by the correspond-
ence method, Members of congress;
. and thelr secretaries, soon find that
» out, if they do not know it on arrival.
" They begin to learn as soon as they
. start trying to find out things at the
: departments,
Congressman Blank, for {nstance,
eelvés a letter from a constituent, 12;
=facts have to be “deveroped” or tha
letter referred. The congresaman
. may go, or send his secretary, to the
% department having charge of the mat-
ter, but if he ls wise he wilj not. For
tf he does, he wil] be referred to clerk
A, in bureau C, who will perhaps find
that he should have gone to director B
in bureau D, and on arrival at the
latter desfination, after walting for
director B Yo dispose of other visitois,

there is no telling where he will oe
told to go.

“Write Mo a Letter.,”
Then, after reaching the particular

- Rhuman mité that is to be entrusted

with the matter, he probably will be

told that 4n order to have the thing
properly considered he should send in

a letter setting forth the facts desired,

If the telephone is used about the
sama process will be gone through. If
the telephone works smoothly all the

" way, the pursuer of truth wiil in time

find the right person and be told to

write a letter about L. Chances are
the telephone will not work smoothly,

“‘for unerring service ls not a distin-

gulshing feature of the Washington

phone system. Take the ordinary phona
system of any live western town, mul-
. tiply its troubles X times, and the prod-
uct will . be the Washington system
“Taking It Up.”

Bo Washington develops a great
corps of letter writers. - Congressmen
are continually telling tne home folks
that they have “taken up" their mat-
ters. That means, nine to one, they
have written somebody a letter about
fit. A letter, being a meek thing, can
be referred around for a day or two
without hurting its feelings, and some-
time or other It will find the fellow
who holds the job for “taking it up.”
. The departments have an adept corps
of letter writers, too., They seem ea-
pecially  skilled in making roundabout
answers to dlrect questions. Buch, at
least, s the experience of many who
“take up"” business with them.

i The newly arrived statesman, whou
Has an idea that he can rush across
ﬂ:w street to some government depart-
ment and have someone give quick at-
 fention to his request, just as he might

o in his home town, {s s00n tamed.

e finds that things are not done that

ay. :

Machine Moves Slowly,

At tha very outset, it should be ex-
plained, the offices of the congress-
man are at least a mile away from all
of the departments, except two, and
these are half a mlle distant. If .a
Statesman al the capito] needs to con-
fer with a cablinet officer or the heal
of a bureau he must make his appoini-
ment a day or two in advance and then
spend about half a day going to and
from.

All of this .ls so diffarent from the
home environment of most of the mem.
bers that they are Impatient of such
delays, Their impatience does not
eount, The government is & big ma-
chine, with a vast number of cogs, and
despite all that is done by officials
here and there to speed up, it will move
only at about a certain pace,

By Way of Protest.

A woman who llves in a large city
not far from Washington came to the
‘postoffice department the other day
Lo enter a protest against the way her
'mall i» handled In her town Having
reached the proper officlal, her com-
. plaint was voluble and earnest

The mall carrier on her street, she
sxplained, listenad in.on her conversa-
‘tlon and learned her private businesa;
letters sent to her had been lost and
never found; the clerks at the delivery
window had snickered at ber, and when
she made ocomplaint to the superin-
tendent of the station he told her she
‘Was crazy and he did not want to be
‘botherad.

“I know I am not crazy,” she added,
with a declded- gesturs, “becauses not
less than 5V experts have pronounced
me sane.™
; 8he was assured that her complalnt

B and refinement,
favorite with those
out.

made The P

L

would be run down and the gullty per-
pohs brought to justice.

Capitol Guides Voluble.
Capitol guides, who ashow wvisitors
the wonders of the big building on the
hinl, are trained in a oertain ‘formula,
or rigmarole, which they recite as they
lsad their parties about. The -humor
of these guldes is usually factory madas
but sometimes there is a native flash
of wit

One of the species halted his party
in front of Gilbért Btuart's portrait
of Washington in the senate corridor
and explained that the vignettes of
Washington on paper ourrency ars
taken from this picture

“You will find a copy of this plo-
ture on the one dollar silver certifi-
cates,” he said, “and I have heaid
that it i» also to be found on the §20
gold certificates.™

Jituney ReaDpears.

A streetcar strike has brought ths
jitney back to Washington, It was
practically an extinct. specimen up to
the time when more than half the

streetcar system became affected by

the strike. Now ancient Fords have
been dragged forth for service and pas-
sengers ride In heaps,

Thoee who ride are either strike
sympathizers or use the jitney as a di-
version. While the number of street-
cars on the line of the strike has di-
minished, there is an sbundance of
room In them and probably few are de-
terred from riding by any fear of vio-
lence. The jitney has come back, Lo
certain streets, becaunse it fits with the
strike situat! Except on the sec-
tions affected by the strike there ars
no jitneys, and they are destined to
disappear as soon as the strike is
settled.

Traction Strike in Progress,

The strike has been in progress for
several weeks. An unusual feature Is
that only one of the two car systemsa
has a strike, although the employes of
one company, who went out, ars mam-
bers of the same union with sothers
who econtinue at work, One system
having granted the demands of thas
men, the strikers are themselves di-
recting business to the other lina,
where the two systems are within
walking distance of each other.

Jitneys can never become very pop-
ular where & large percentage of .the
population is colored, and where thers
is never likely to be any segregation
law. The mixture on the streetcars
is disconcerting at times and (t
quickly becomes alarming if extended
to the jitney.

AMERICANS ON EAST
FRONT WOULD HELP,
SAYS ARMY OFFICER

Major Houle Believes Russia
Needs Leaders and Ma-
chinery,

8t. Paul, Minn.,, April 7—(1. P)—
The United States should send 1,000,-
000 troops to Russia instead of
France, if it wishes to do the most
good to the allies, declared Major
George Houle, U. S. A., in command
at Fort Bnelling, today.

“The addition of this force would
{improve the morale of the Russian
troops and instill a real fighting
spirit In them,” Major Houle sald.
“Transport of troops to Russia would
not be difficult, as thers are no sub-
marines operating in the . Pacific
ocean and the Transsiberian rallroad
recently has been double tracked.
Germany {s prepared to carry on a
very long defensive warfare on the
western front and the addition of
American troops to French or British
forces would mean little.

On the eastern front, which is 1200
miles long, the Germans have never
been call upon to meet an attack
from an ficlent army. Russiang are
in need of machinery and efficlent of-
ficers and men who are able to han-
dle the equipment of modern wearfare.

“The addition of 1,000,000 American
troops to the Russian forces would
result in one of the biggest offensives
that the world has ever seen.”

Pet Cat Goes Mad;
Bites 20 Persons

Crichton, Ala., April 7.—(I. N. 8.)—
A pet cat went mad here today and
bit 20 persons, mostly children, before
it wag killed. Among the victims were
E F Jordan and his four children,
and Harry Horder and hig five chil-
dren. All were sent to Montgomery
for treatment at the state pasteur

Institute,

Two Killed in Auto Wreck,

El Paso, Texas, April 7.—(L N. &)
—Lewis B. Spears and J. W. Gabe.
two El Paso business men, were
killed near here today when an auto-
moblle overturned in which they were

Where Portland

Dines and Dances

Y REASON of its sesvice, its cuisine and
its attractive atmosphere of hospitality

who not infrequently dine

Here are some of the features which have
ortland service famous:

Club Breakfasts, 6:30 tod1:30
Noon Luncheon, 12 to 2
Afternoon Tea, 3:30 to 6
Weekday Dinner Dance, 5:30 to 8

Grill Service to 1 A. M.

riding,

The Portland is the

.

Sunday Table d&’Hote
Five-thirty to Eight
Special Eagtcrmutic

Dinner, $1

The Portland Hotel
 Elbert S. Robe, Assistan_t-Manager_
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RIGHT TO FORESHORE
RESTS WITH PUBLIC:
- CANT BE ABROGATED

Such Is View of California
Courts Not Yet Recognized
in Full in Pacific Northwest

LIBERAL VIEW PREVAILING

Practice of Leaving Tidelands in Xdle-
ness Bouses Public t0 Asgert What
{t Bogards sg Inaliensble Rights.

e ]
Ry Fred Lockley.
Vancouver, Wash., April 7.—The

ent decisions are placing
:m:;to!:-gmugf-al' construction on the
riparian rights of the public. In the
California tide lands decision it was
held that the title to the foreshore
was in the public and that the title
of the people to it was “a sovereign
right which the state cannot abro-
e"” Oregon and Washington courts
g::o not caught up with the Califor-
nia courts in this matter as yet.
One of the reasons why the courts
are placing a more likeral comstruc-
tion upon the rights of the people to
these lands is on account of the In-
creasing restlessness of the people
who have to pay extortionate prices
for idle lands held by private individ-
uals or corporations holding these
landg for speoculative purposes only.
A Oase in Point.
Navigable streams and  harbors are
public highways of commerce and
have always been s0 held both by Anglo-
Saxon and continental law. While
thig is #0 in theory in practice it does
not work out’'in this way. As an
example there is constant wrangling
in the courts and at every legislature
the question comes up over the owner-
sLip of the ocean front at the mouth
of Rogue river and the harbor and
the shore lands of the Rogue river.
When W. D. Hume started his can-
nery at Wedderburn he purchased
from the state the foreshore on both
sides- of the Rogue river along the
ocean front, also the land from the
mouth of the Rogue river for many
miles up stream on both banks of the
river, ]

When the Macleay estate purchased
this estate from the heirs of Mr.
Hume they enforced their right of
ownership compelling boats to unload
their freight by lighters and prosecut-
ing those who trespassed on their
holdings. The object of course was to
preserve thelr fishing monopoly. The
keeping of this marginal area from
the public has endangered much bad
blood, and Nas of course retarded the
development of the rich country lying
adjacent to the mouth of the Rogue
river.

The days of levying tribute are
about over in the United Btates and
the people are, when awakened to
their rights, asserting themselves.

What Foreshore Includes.

The foreshora I8 that part of the
shore which lies between high and
low water mark at ordinary tides.
In Great Britain it Is vested In the
crown, ept. where by anhoclant grant
it has n gpecifieally wvested in 4
subject, or where it has been vested
by charter from the crown or by pre-
scription. -

In 1854 the territorial legislature of
Washington granted certain rights to
the owners of the uplands to assert
ownership of the foreshore, but it was
later held that this act authorizing
the owners of the uplands to bulld
wharves In front of thelr property
was merely a license and untll avalled
of  was revocable at will. The con-
stitution and subsequent lawsg abro-
gated the act, It was also held in
Washington that the right of a
riparian owner to accretions to his
land was absolute but the courts have
since held that this is not a vested
right, as there can be no vestad right
in that which may mnever have an
existenca.

Washington has been more alert In
the protection of its rights and In
asserting its claims to its shore lands
than was Oregon, hencs Oregon squan-
dered and lost i{ts most valuable fore-
shore lands,

The Law in Washington.

Article 17 of the constitution of the
state of Washington reads as follows:
“The state of Washington asse¢rts its
ownership to the beds and shores of
all navigable waters In the satate up
to and including the line of o
high tide in waters where the tide
ebbs and flows and up to and includ-
ing the line of ordinary high water
within the banks of all navigable
rivers and lakes. Provided that this
section sHall not be construed so "as to
debar any person from asserting his
claim to vested rights in the courts
of the state, The state of Washing-
ton disclaims all title in and claim to
all tide, swamp and overflowed lands
patented, by the United States, pro-
vided the same is not inpeached for
fraud.” :

Among the early acts of the state
legislature of the state of Washington
was the passage of acts regulating
the sale of its foreshore lands. In
the session laws for 1889-90 an act
was passed for appraising and dis-
posing of all tide and shore lands.
It reads In part as follows:

“Bection 1. The tide and

shor=
lands In the wstate

of Washington
shall be appraised and the same shall
public lands. *

‘Section 2. A board of equilization
shall be created, composed of five
members, consisting of the secretary
of state, the state auditor and three
residents of counties of the state in
which no tide lands exist. * o e

fon 8. In each county where
tide or shore lands exist the governor
shall appoint three disinterested free-
holders as a board of appraisers
to examine and appraise all tides
Md’. - [ ] - L J

“Section 4. For purposes of surv
and appraisal all tide lands shal) g
divided Into three classes, The first
class shall embrace all tidelands
situated within or In front of the cor-
porate limits of any city or within
two miles of the city. The second
class shall include all tide lands situ-
ated at a greater distance than two
miles from a e¢ity upon which are
located valuable improvements and
the third class shall include all other
tide lands.”

Sals of Foreshore FProvided

Further provisiéns of the act called
for the survey and appraisal of all

to anyone eise Bealed bids wers re-
celved for the foresharse and the
highest bidder securéd it, providing
his bid oqua.nodth..;pgrnud price

The right of the legisiature to sell
these tide lands has been frequently
questioned, but it i{s a case of locking
ths stable door after the horse Is
stolen, for tide lands purchased by
speculators have been sold back to the
public at one hundred times the price
paid for them, as for example, at
Seattls, where the port commission
were compelled to pay at the rate of
$50.000 an acre for tide lands upon
which té erect docks,

In speaking of the holdup of the
public by the water front speculator,
Robert Bridges, president of the port
commissioners at -Beattle, said: "“We
need laws similar to those alding tha
water-borne commerce in the states of
California and Louisiana; and also by
the proper presentation to and review
by our courtg of the power of the
legislature to grant, bargain and sell
the tidelands of the state of Wash-
ington to individvals and corpora-
tions, In California, in Louisiana and
in New York the courts have held
such assumption of power to be in
violation of the inalienable and sov-
ereign right of the people to retain
accesg to the high seas. As a matter
of fact the legislature of the state of
Washington mnever possessed such
power. This was well known to many

oro ! :
Dalton

and

capable cast

--_stafts today

——— —

..

of the attorneys representing corpora-
tions and individuals at the time they
secured the legislation., The tidelands
of the state are the property of the
peopls tHrough their sovereigmty and
cannot therefore be alienated by legis-
lative enactment or otharwise We
need a policy looking toward the serv-
ing, not of this generation alone, but
of al] future time"
Yascouver's Experience.

Here at Vancouver, as the city had
the preference right to the foreshore,
the Northern Pacific rallroad offered
to buy it In the name of the city ir
the city would grant an exclusive
lease to the rallroad of the use of
tLe foreshore. This was done, and the
lease expired last fall

Here in Vancouver, the short dona-
tion land claim on which the city is
partly built, runs to ordinary high
tide only, as do all other clalms on
the Washington side of the Columbis,
while on.the Oregon side mot only
opposite Vancouver, but clear to the
mouth of the Willamette, ths land is
patented to the owners to low water
mark, This was done during the in-
cumbency of a secretary of the in-
terior, who had no knowledge of the
laws governing the matter, and as &
consequence Oregon has lost many of
its rights between high and low water
line.

In the case of the Washougal and
LaCamas Transportation Co. vs. The
Dalles, Portland and ‘Astoria Naviga-
tion Co., in which the Washougal firm

claimed titls to a strip of water front
8000 feet in léngth virtue of a deed
from the state of ington giving
it_all the shore land of the secomnd
class situated In front of, adjacent to
or abutting upom the U. 8. meander
line, the court ruled that “The title
to all tide and shore lands passed to
the state at the time of its admission
into the Union, From henceforth the
state had the sole and absolute right
and power of disposition over such
lands, and it could either in its fun-
damental law or by statutory enact-
ment provide for their disposition.
The upland boundary of tide and ghore
lands §s the line of ordinary high
water mark. Above that line the
state's title does not extend, no matter
where the United States ‘government
mearnider line may have been run, and
the.state cannot, by deed or otherwise,
convey any titls to or interest in such
land by reason of its ownership of the
.tide and shore lands bordering
thereon.”

View of Supreme Court.

An Oregon case taken to the su-
preme court- of the United States
brought the question of the owner-
ship of the* foreshore up on its own
merits, and the supreme€ court, in a
lengthy and learned review of the
whole question, spoke as follows, and
if this decision wers enfgrced many
an Oregon owner of land bétween high
and low water mark would have to

surrender his {llegally held land to
rthe public to” whom it rightfully be-

“Grants by congress portions
the public lands within a territory to
settlers thereon, though bordering on
or bounded by navigable waters, con-
vey of their own force, no titls or
right below high water mark and do
not impeir the title or dominion of
the future state when Created but
leave the question of the use of the
shores by the owners of uplands'to
the sovereign control of esach state,
subject only to the rights vested by
the constitution in the United Btates.
A donation land claim bounded by the
Columbia river, included no title or
right in the land below high water
mark, and the statutes of Oregon pro-
viding for the sale of such lands to
private parties and giving the ripa-
rian proprietors the first right to
purchase, . are a constitutional and
legal exercise by the state of Oregon
of its dominion over the land under
navigable waters™

Sub-Committee to Investigate.

Washington, April 7.—(U. P,)—A
subcommittee for preliminary investi-
gation and report on the election frand
charges made by ex-Benator Chilton
against Senator Howard Sutheriand of
West Virginia, was authorized by the
senate commiltés on privileges and
elections today, BSenator Pomerene
will appoint' the committee, which will
report in ten days.

WE do it—

bia service.

Washington, Aprl] T.~(L N. 8)—
Special. commissions on brass
aluminum products for the army

navy were

council of national defense,

government

pounds of copper at less than half tll.? 4
present market price. Mr. Baruch sald | .
that organization is under way of com-

mittees in

Rroducts’ are vitally necessary to the
prosecution of the war, .
.The committees appointed m
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teresting and up to date in motion picture art—;
drama, comedy and science — consistently give thes
best in pictures and players plus unrivaled Coltlm-.% 3

A brand new story--a drama
of surprises--It tells of a stage
star whose ambition leads her
to the slums--who lives the life
--partakes of its tragedy and

Louise Fazenda
Charles Murray
and merry crew

Unlimited laughter
in the great Keystone
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