.-L{' £

*

iMrs. John Mitting Says Also
« Daughter Next in Line.

-
vV

§ {USBAND 1S ENGLISHMAN

_ ge Declared to Be Morgamatic
. and- to Wave Occurredl When the
Eusband Only 15 Years 014

threats of death from

: Breathing
A v t for those who

’vangeful Russians

b wonld investigate and make public her

Sutory, Mrs. John Mitting,.whe claims
#»to be a Duchess of Buckingham and

. othe Princess Kovaleski of Russia, was

S Tather,

—

“taken before Mrs Lola G. Baldwin,
_#muperintendent of the women's protec-
- otiva dlvision at* police headquarters,
g hls mornming for further investigation.

 Her 14-year-old daughter, Amy, was

found after u search of & day and two

“nightsh

hiding In the basement of
STrinity

Episecopal church, Nineteenth
".:lm! Everett streets, yesterday morn-
‘aing. When the father called for her
Sat police headguarters yestéfrday, Amy
stold the story of noble descent that was
sfully svbstuntiated Ly the mother this
*fnorning.
s Mre, Mitting claimed that she was
he Duchess of Buckingham and the
s Princess Kovaleski, of one of the non-
arelgning royal houses of Russia. ller
she said, was the Duke nof
Buckingham, a French nobleman, and
’.'Uhq was born, she saild, In Sitku,
~ FAlaska, when that ¢ountry was 1 prov-
“nce ,of Russin before the Alaskan
, spurchase of 1867,
Twin Brother Killed in War.

Fler twin brother,- Prince George,
Juksa of Buckingham, was killed In
‘Russlan Turkey three months ago In
the fighting, and a 2l-vear-old son
now fighting in the trenches of I'rance
in the I'rench army 18 the present
PDuke of Buckinghamm. The youngei
Bister Amy, she who was found sleep-
ing In the barrel in the church base-
ment yesterday morning, is therefore
the next Duchesy of Buckingham, a
title the mother, Mrs. John Mitting,

& s now claims,

e Mprs. Mitting,

e Tlage with

.4

“I ghall put Amy fn a convent,” sald
“SBhe is too gay. She
-wants to go to dances and to have a
.Bood time, It ig in the blood I guess
far her to be gay. Yes, she should be
3 @ convent during these years,
Fresent Husband Sawyer.

The name Mitting, it was learned
Yesterday was acquired through mar-
John Mitting in Sydney,
Australia, about 23 years ago. The
~ marriage was morganatie, and was con-
tricted by the self-proclaimed duchess
after she escaped from Siberia, where
#he had been sent as g political ofr.
fender. At the time of the marriage
8he was 30 years old, and her husband
Was not yet 15,

o - Mitting is a hard-work!rig English-
man,- slight and of falr complexion,~ 38
‘years old., The Mittings came here ré-
©ently from Seattle, and thes husband
has beenemployed at the Jones Lumber

i\ company as head sawyer,

.

" for the honors,

8t
Ee tall has she varied. On the strength

L. % “These

“/‘Brokenly and incohergntly, Mrs. Mit-
ting related to the women attaches of
. the police department this merning, &
tale of espionage on the part of Rus-
mian agents that had continued since
" her marriage to Mitting. While the
marriage |s morganatic, she claims that
whder Russian hereditary laws, the
children, ITf Mlitting lives until they
have attained their majority, are en-
titled to the estates of thelr noble
+ blood. Her eldest son is now ellgible
and Amy will come
Into her own in seven years.

Mrs. Mitting Is About 50.

857 Mrs, Mitting is a woman apparently

 Jbut little past 50 years old. She is
- fdark complexioned, heavy set and
- whort, wears glasses, and when ex-
. eited speaks in severa] languages, al-
. ®hough the French accent and occa-
ﬁonul words of that language creep
to her conversation constantly,
F . Three times now has she told her
L ory to different representatives of
"MMrs, Baldwin's department, and in no

h]
"

©f these circumstances, Mrs, Baldwin,
. Who at first was doubtful, said just
., ter noon today that she belleved the
; :omnn‘n statements wers largely true,
. Apd sald exact confirmation depended
- n the' papers that

Mrs. Mitting
laims to have

concealed in her cloth-

¥

papers ars worth $§0,000
ne,” ghe declared, “and do you think
would let them get away from me

or-an instant? Only thisg morning a

" Two Days
- More

+/Of our business year.

—We take our annual inven-
tory on Feb. 1 and close our
_year's books with the last
day of January.

—Two special items we wish
to forcefully draw to your
attention, .

—OVERCOATS — The bal-
Ance of our $30, $25 $20
fancy Overcousi mostly in
sizes 34 to 38, for the next
three days, $15 each.

—SHIRTS—Our entire stock
of fancy Shirts at these re-
ductions: v
$1.50 Shirts $1.15
$£2.00 Shirts $1.45
$2.50 Shirts $1.85
#3.00 Shirts $2.25
$4.00 Shirts $2.95
$5.00 Shirts $3.85
and

~Three busy days,
you

now
now
now
now
now
now

at
at
at
at
at
at

then—well, we'll tell
Wednesday or Tharsday.
P .

- Buffum &
Pendleton Co.

Clothiers, Hatters and
Haberdashers

127 Sixth Street '
_ F. N. Pendleton -
T R Winthrop Hammond

Is Princess Kovaleski;|

whose parent tells sensational
ingham and Princess Kovaleski,

Amy Mitting, who was found in basement of Trinity church and

story that she is Duchess of Buck-

man visited me as I was about to go
downtown. He did not threaten me,
but I do not know who _he was. [
believe he was a spy.”

“"Madame, I fear for my life, and
you shall tremble with fear when you
hear what they, the Russians, have
done,'” exclaimed Mrs. Mitting passion-
ately. She did not tell about this,
however, for ghe wag asked to produce
the papers she was said to be carryving,
and which, she asserted, would prove
her statements,

“No madame, I no show you these
papers,” she sald to Mrs. Baldwin,
“when I go out of the room yesterday,
you tell my husband to leave me, and
tell him that I have no love.”

Later, however, she promised to pro-
duce the papers, and Mrs., Baldwin ac-
companled her to the home on Eigh-
teenth street to see them,

Tells Dramatio Story.

Telling her story, she spoke passion-
ately when referring to her wrongs,
and speaking of the misfortunes of
the Immediate relatives, as for in-
stance the death of her twin brother,
Alexander, she cried continuously.
Then she would- cecse suddenly and
start on another conversational tack,
telling of the glorles of her blue-

ded . antecedents,

“Wheh' [ told my step-mother, the
Duchess of Beckingham, that I had
married in Australia, Instead of offer-
ing to help me, she only scorned and
told me I would have to make my own
way henceforth,” said Mrs. Mitting.
“Both of them are now dead, and we
are the only enes left, for my twin
brother, the favored child of my fath-
er's Tirst wife, s dead now.

Police Holding Child,

As for Amy, she ls in one of the
public detention homes of the city,
held epart from her parents until
they can prove that she belongs to
them. Amy declares that they are
not her parents. Sbhe llkes Mitting,
but apparently has no love for Mrg,
Mitting, although the latter clalms
passionate attachment for the young
Eirl,

Whether or not the girl will be
surrendered to the Mittings today is
a question. If the paperg that Mrs.
Mitting has give absolute proof of
the child's lineage, she will be given
back at once. At police headquarters,
Mrs, Mitting showed a number of
letters addressed to her in Australia
as the Duchess of Buckingham, some
of them sent from Russia and France,
but these did not speak of the child.

Bays COhild Was Stolen.

Mrs. Mitting declares that the girl
Wwas slolen from them in Sydney, fol-
lowing repeated attempts, when sha
was 18 months old. Not until she was
elght years old was Amy returned to
them. One day, at her Australian
home, Mrs, Mitting received a letter
from a little seacoast town in New-
foundland, stating that a Mrs, Kosh, a
Russian woman, who had had custody
of the girl, was dead, and that Amy
was to be glven back. Mrs, Mitting
rushed to Vancouver, B. C., and Amy
was dellvered by an illiterate Russian
who claimed to be Mrs, Kosh's brother.

Mrs. Mitting's story wesf told with
many questions and many promptings
from her hearers. Bhe related in 4~
tall the history of the Buckingham ang
Kovalesk| line of nobllity for several
hundred years back.

Mother's Marriage Opposed.

“My mother, she was & very young
girl when she married the Duke ot
Buckingham,” narrated Mrs. Mitting.
“He was the black sheep of the fam-
ily, and hie parents objected to the
marriage because my mother Was not
of rank, while my mother's parents
Were opposed because of his character.

“Buckingham's family at that time
existed im France, the line having died
out in England. It was conferred on
a Frenchman, Villies, by King James,
&nd the family was denounced In Eng.
land because the French duke tried to
start a revolution in England, 3

“When mother was about to ba con-
fined, she was afrald of death and
told our old nurse to take the baby
that would be born, She did not want
the duke to have the baby. It hap-
pened, however, that twins were born,
a boy and girl. My mother was pols-
oned and died a few days after wa
were born, s

-

Brother Was Stabbed,
“The duke of Buckingham took the
baby boy, my twin brother. I re-
mained with the nurse in London.
But when we were three years Dbld,
the boy was stabbed In the groin so
he could never be a father,

“Then they kidnapped me. I ‘was
playing in the court of our home at
London one day when & man came and
said he “n;d take me te my mother
He took me ‘down to the Thames, and
we rode & long whilg In a boat. !
was very young then, and remember
only the lovely ride on the river. After
a2 while we reached a castle, a mag-
nificent bullding, and I was taken

before an austers, long faced 7
Bhe Is your mother, I was 'ﬂ!?::t

SPRING SIGN SEEN N

PLEA TO DIVEST CITY
HEALTH CARS OF TAG

Dr. Marcellus Tells Council
Label on Auto Is Drawback .

to Department, ’

First signs of spring and warm
summer nights, when long automobile
rides are really rides of blizss, ware

noticed today, when Dr, M. B. Mar-;
cellus, city health officer. through
Mayor Albessfiled & request with the |
city council that city labels on health
bureau automobiles be removed. [

Dr, Marcellus does not want the elity
elgns on the cars for fear the eyes of |
the publie will pi~rce the blackness
of night and recognize the city’'s name
in tiny letters. He says the city label
fs a detriment to the servics of the
health bureau and introduces a letter |
written by Milk Inspector Jacobsen to |
support his statements,

Jacobsen iIntimates that at night,
when he works, milkmen distinguish
the city’'s sign and evade him when
they are violating the law. Jacobsen
also resents comments made by peo- |
ple seeing him drive a city car
through the streets. He says:

“As you know my work requires me
to use the car most of the time from
6 pm. to about 1 to 2 a m., es-
pecially during the summer months, 1
have found someé of the citizens of
Portland wondering what a city mri
was dolng op the streets at that time
of night. He also says: "“As soon as |
dairymen bottling their milk on the |
street, etc, see ths citly car it is |
all off™ !

Dr. Marcellus {s using the Jacobsen
complaint as an excupe to have the |
city’s signs removed from all the cars|
used by the health bureau. There are
now five machines owned by the «ity,
but only two of them carry the tell-
tale sign of the city's ownership,

Because of Dr. Marcellus’ pleadings, |
& slgn was never placed on the car!
he is now using in both his city and |
private business. This car was orig-
inally purchased for gyarantine work |
and carrying patients to the smallpox '
hospital. About a yvear ago when the
council purchased the auomobile for|
the quarantine work, Dr. Marcellus op- |
Jected to the purchase of a small car, |
telling members of the councll that a !
large car was absolutely necessary for |
the quarantine work. Upon his state-
ments members of the council agreel
%o the purchase of a larger car.

When Dr. Marcellus returned from
the border and took up his dutles, he
wanted the eity to purchase him o .
large car for his own use, The council |
couldn't see why he shouid need: &

SN

‘FEDERAL COURT RULING

Mother of Wana Miller Alex-
ander Stuart and San Jose
- Man Win Big Suit,

NO COMPULSION FOUND

Court Eoldg Womaa Gave Deed Vol-
untarfly to Property =t Lake
., Labish and ja Klamath County.

Contentlons of Attorney William C.
Bristol in behalf of the estate of Wana
Miller Alexander Stuart, deceased—
contentions of undue Infiuence and
conspirascy ” involving Oregon prop-
erty with a potential value of 3500000
—were set at naught in the United
States district court this morning
when Judge Wolverton handed down a
decision against the complainant and
in favor of the respondents, Mrs, Sarah
E. Miller and J, O. Hayes, of SBan Jose,
CaMfornia.

Sult was instituted to set aside ger-
tain deeds given to Hayes and Mrs
Miller by the latter's deceaced daugh-
ter, Mra. Btuart, and the result of the
sult is regarded as a signal victory
for Harry L. Raffety of Portland, Mrs,
Miiler's attorney, and Almon H. Roth,
attorney for Mr. Hayes,

Mrs, Miller and Hayes were charged
with conspiring to gain title to prop-
erty in Klamath and Marion counties
belonging to Mrs. Wana Stuart. They
wers accused of possessing dominat-
Ing and masterful minds that broke
through the will of Mrs, Stuart—de-
scribed as frail, sickly, nervous and
nighly temperamental,

Holds for Respondents, ..

Through their superior will and men-
tality, it was charged by Mr. Bristol,
they secured title to the valuable prop-

'erty belonging to the daughter, with-
.out adequate

renumeration and for
their own ends.

J e Wolverton, after listening to
the evidence introduced by both sides,
reviewing the case and citing the law,
held that the two respondents did not
exercise undue influence and that the
daughter gave over her property volun-
tarily.

Fenton E. Grigsby brought the suit
as the administrator of the estate of
Wana Miller Alexander Stuart, at the
instance of her husband, John Edward

tuart,

y Facts brought o in the testimony
show that Sarah E. Miller is the widow
of Willlam P, Miller who died Beptem-

r 25, 1835, and that Wana Stuart,
thelr daughter, died October 14, 1914,
John Edward Stuart surviving as her
only heir-at-law,

Undue Infiunence Demied.

In 1895 Miller and his wife conveyed
to their daughter some 522.86 acres of
land at Lake Labish in Marion county,
Later she acquired of her gwn right
other lands In the same vicinity. 8Still
later Mr, and Mrs. Miller gave their
daughter lands in Klamath county.

Through undue influence Mrs, Miller
was alleged to have procured all of the
Lake Labish lands save a small tract
omitted by mistake by a deed of August
1, 1810, In a deed, dated January 15,
1912, the properties were conveyed to
J. O, Hayes of Ban Jose, Cal. It was
further alleged that Mrs. Miller In-
duced her danghter to part with her
property in Klamath county, and that
she kept the proceeds for her own use

In reply, both Mrs. Miller and Hayes
denied undue’' influence and protested
that the deedg were executed as the
free and voluntary acts of W
Stuart and her husband, in considera-
tion of large sumg of money that Mrs,
Miller had pald to Wana and her first
husband Alexander, and to Wana and
her husband Stuart, and also in pay-
ment of taxes and MHtigation on the
lands,

Woman Not Controlled.

Mrs. Miller in turn conveyved the
lands in the Lake Labish region to J.
O. Hayes as part of a contract in the
performance of which he wag to re-
claim the lands through drainage at
his own expense. When suitable for
cultivation he was to sell the lands
and divide the net proceeds with Mrs,
Miller,

Mrs. Miller further told the court
that her daughter and she made an
agreement In 1813 by which Mrs
Miller was to pay the daughter $10.000
in money or property and was thus
to be released from all claims of de-
mands against her,

Judge Wolverton, in a decision of
sopne 27 typewritten pages, hollds that
under the evidence Mrs, Stuart was not
controlled Into giving a deed through
undue Influence, inasmuch as her hus-
band testified that the act was freely
done and as she was more than 30
years of age, married and living with
her husband at the time.

Absolute Title Passes,

Stuart, the husband, seemed, how-
ever, to have an iJdea that Mrs, Miller
merely took over the property in trust
for the daughter, and that Hayes was
to improve and care for it gratis, This
was denied by both Mrs. Miller and
Hayes, Mrs, !Illler testifying that she

large car, so It purchased him a car! took the property to tie It up for her

which cost approximately $400,

Dr."Marcellus got it he was not satis-:

Afier|daughter as long as she lived, and that

she intended disposing of it by‘ testa-

fled, g0 he took the larger car away | ment to Mrs. Stuart.

from the guarantine officer ang Ve
him the usg of t small car, which
the councll had purchased for him.

I knew she was not and eried for my
mother, Later I learned that she w1s
my grandmother.

Brother Killed in Turkey. I

“My poor twin brother, he was killed '
in the war only three months ago. He
was a gengral, and was known as Alex-
ander the Younger. He was fighting
for the Russians, and was killed in
Turkey. !

“His death makes my son, who is 21
years old, and who is fighting in France
now, the Duke of Buckingham.™

*“Tha daughter, Amy,
pearance brought out the whola dra~
matic tale, was born January 20, 1902,
in Sidney, New South Wales, Australia,
her mother sald. BShould the son be
killed, the girl would be the Duchess
of Buckingham.

Il have my grandmether's picture,
the one wfiom I was told to tall mother.
At home, and I show you I1t,” said Mrs.,
Mitting. Buckingham Palace, she add-
ed, was founded by members of her
family. The palace is now one of tire
homes of the King of England.
~

I B

Mrs: Emma Hemmerl, who dled in
this city on January 28, was a native
of - Wisconain, aged 57, and had re-

sided in Portland for the past 14|

years. She resided at 706 Everett
street, and is survived by a daughter,
Mrs. L. A Bllchtl:; of t.'l:‘i.. city.
Funeral ll"l'll?uﬂ nents are charge

wWhose disap- |

Sald Judge Wolverton in his con-
clusions: “To my mind the deed of
August 1, 1910, was given for the pur-
pose of passing absolute title to Mrs.
Miller. The deed Is supported by the
amount then owlng Mrs, Miller by her
daughter, and the understanding that
the transfer was necessary to avoid
any complications with Stuart's (the
daughter's usband) ecreditors:
further condition being present that
Mrs, Stuart was the only child of Mrs.
Miller, and would be provided for by
testamentary_ disposition on the part
of Mrs. Miller.

“The agreement of March 17, 1913,
is explanatory of this result (the
agreement as to financial affairs by
which the daughter was to recetye
' $10,000) Mre, Stuart was provided for
"in part, with independent means, dur-

ing the [ife of her mother. The agree-

. ment itself, aside from providing Mrs.
| Btuart with an Independent estate. was
; adopled as a measure for quieting
{ the title in Mra Miller, and in }ayes
i holding under her.”™”

'The Lake Labish lands are of the
character known ‘as beaverdam, but
only of wvalue for cultlvation if re-
claimed. Hayes, who Is a Ban Jose

{ capitalist, publisher and attorney, has

expended some $60.000 on them thus
far. Attorney Bristol — who alsa
chargéd Mre Miller and Hayes of
belng associated together because co-
réligionists in the True Life church,
sald to have as one of its tenets the
division of inheritances—valued the
lake Tabish lands at §$75,000 in

raw state, worth §2

the

t
m ete, T
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PET NAMES' PASSED
IN GONSIDERATION OF
PET STOCK QUESTION

“"(ou’re Liar,”’ Says Mann of
Multnomah, and “I'll Bite
» Your Ear Off."”

Salem, Or., Jan 29.—The pet stock
industry came near chusing the first
personal combat of the sesslon in a
meeling of the house commitiee on
expositions and fairs at noon today
when Mann of Multnomah threatened
to bite an ear off L. 8. Ellerman of
Lents, because of diffsrences which
have sprung up between the two over
the question of an appropriation for
the pet stock industry.

Ellerman came before the committes
with a request that the pet stock In-
dustry be given an equal breakx with
the pouliry industry in any state ap-
propriation that might be made
Ellerman is the president of the Ore-
Eon branch of the National Pet Stoek
association and says his association
will match any atat’. appropriation
dollar for dollar.

Mann is the head of the State Pet
Stock and Poultry association, whirh
h been holding exhibits for severai
Years, Ellerman said Mann wants to
got all the money for his part of the
business and that brought the retort
from Mann that the Isents mun was
“several kinds of a llar,” and that he
would “bite hig ear off” if he did not
show a little more reason In his posi-
tion before the committee. Ellerman
told Mann to start to bite if he wanted
to “staxt anything.” -

No biting was done, however, as the >

commitiee adjourned untll Wednesday
when an open meeting will be held for
the purpose of list&ning te more argu-
ments from both, or all sides who may
be interested.

Tunnel District
Bill Is Introduced

Primary Purpose Ig to Pacilitate the
Construction of Blg Bore to Conmect
Washington and Multanomah Counties.

Balem, Or., Jan, 29.—A bill was In-
troduced in the senats today by Farrell
of Multnomah county proyiding for the
construction of tunnels“by counties,
The bill crepates a tunnel distriet on
the same lines as irrigation districts.
County courts are authorized on peti-
tion to.define a certaln territory which
shall be assessed for the improvement.

The district may ralse funds either
by direct tax or by bond issue, The
county court is to appoint commission-
ers who will fix the assessment on in-
dividual pleces of property and other-
wise administer the affairs of the dis-
trict,

While the bill is Intended to be gen-
eral in*application !t.?_}rlmary purpose
is to create a distrlet in Multnomah
county for the construction of a tun-

nel from Portland into Washington
county,

Will Hold Hearing
On the “Trust Act”

Salem, Or, Jan, 29.—The house com-~
mittee on banking will hold a public
hearing at 8 o'clock on Wednesday
evening In the office of the superin-
tendent of banks for the purpose of
hearing arguments for and against the
so-called “trust company act,” which
has been Introduced as senate bill 113.

The bill has aroused the epfilty of
& number of the trust companles of
the state, and the hearing is for the
purpose of giving the committes the
opportunity to hear all sides of the
question, S

Former Fireman Is Dead.

-Willlam L. Keller, a retired member
of the Portland fire department, died
on Sunday at the age of 56 years, Ha
resided with his son, William L. Kcl-
ler Jr.,, at 543 East Fifty-first street.
He is survived by a widow, Mras. Mary
B. Keller, and two soma, J. C, and W.
L. Keller Jr. Mr. Keller was for 15
Years a member of engine company
No. 4, Portland fire department, and
had resided (n Portland Dearly all his
life, but was born in California. He
was a member of Industria] lodge, A.
. U. W. "Funeral services will be
held at the chapel of J. P. Finley &
Son, Fifth and Mountgomery streets,
Thursday, at 2 p. m,, Rev. T. L. Eliot
officlating,

Serbians Under Arrest,

Assistant Game Warden H. Clark
aerrested three Serblans at Columbia
slough Saturday night on charges of
using a bag net for the capture or
game fish, contrary to the fish and
game laws. The men are Louls Unis,
Spear Hasner and Salvia Kall Al
spent two nights in-the county jail In
default of $58 bonds and were released
by Judge Jones this morning to appear
for trirl Wedn ¥. About 100 pounds
of catfish, croppies =and other fish
were found, the warden confiscating the
net.

Whea writing to or calling en
ronl

please mention The Jouw (Ady.)

without !

- OF HIS CITVS LS

Too Much Property, He Af-
firms, Being Held for Pur-
poses” of Speculation.

PORTLAND IN SAME BOAT

uﬂmmnumnvm
for Benafls of Others as well as
for Themsslves.

By Fred Lockley.
Vancouver, Wash,, Jan. 29, — If I
were to choose a text for a sérmon o

community welfars I would be apt to
~hooss from one of these three verses:
“There is that which scattereth and
yot iIncreaseth,” “According to thy
falth be it unto thee,” or “To him who
hath shal] be given.”

Communities like individuals - have
character. Take Pendleton, for exam-
ple. I know of no community that
obeys more faithfully the first pra-
cept. The clitizens of that community
scatter their money with a prodigal
hand for apything that will bé of bene-
fit to their community. Good roads,
& Round;Up, a normal school, a llbrary,
a woolen mfll, a public park—no mat-
te: what the need is if it is for the
good of the town, the land and lot own-
ers, assisted by the business men,
subscribe more than libérally and the
need is met. The result of their scat-
tering ls that no town in the inland
empire 18 more prosperous nor is there
anywhere better team work and a bet-
ter feeling among the merchants or
more public apirit and good will. The
old saying that faint heart ne’sr won
fair lady is merely anothey way oOf
saying “according to thy faith be it
unto thee,”

Get What You Want.

If Individuals or communities are
dead In earnest in wanting something
and have as much backbone as wish-
bone, and will work and keep on work-
ing for what they want they are
mighty apt to get what they go after.
Buccess breeds falth and courage and
optimism and that is why the saying
“to him who hath shall be given" is
true

When a community has quit kicking
and settled down to pulling, things
are going to come their way and keep
coming. =

The other day I sald to a well known
and long time merchant of Vancouver,
“How Is business?' He shrugged his
shoulders and said, “There isn't any.”
“What is the matter with business?’ I
inquired, “Porfland {s the matter with
it,” he responded. *Just what do you
mean by that?' I asked. “I mean ex-
actly what I say,” he answered. “Port-
land {s what ails us. We are commer-
cially a part of Portland.

“Vantouver can not prosper unless
Portland does. In the last two years
[ am told that several thousand young
men have left Portland to secure work
in such cities as Detroit and Pittsburg.
How many families have gone I do not
know. l.ook around Vancouver and see
how many empty stores there are for
rent, then take a~look around the resi-
dence districts. WHat is the expjana-
tion of thesa unrented houses? What
is the cause of business depression and
stagnation? 1 am sick of saying noth-
ing for fear I will hurt the town, A
good doctor has to diagnose the case
before he can cure it. Putting a plas-
ifer on a cancer only hides it, it doesn't
cure it. You may say that it is leth-
argy or apathy or inertia that is the
trouble with us, but I know better.

“T will tell you what I think alls
Portland amd the allment was contag-
lons and Vancouver took it. It Is over-
expansion and a ecapitalization of
future values. In other words we are
suffering from ' Inflation of land
values

For years land at Hermiston on the
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and that price settlers cam *
make the land pay a reasgnable in-
come.” The result was almost Instan- .

prosperous. Whal Portland needs, and |

what I say of Portland goes for Van- )

for my prosperity . depends |

the prosperity of Vancouver

where I own my business, I8 an awak-

ening to the fact that ithe citizens of

the community owe a debt to the com- |

munity. That debl 1s to work for the '

‘Mtd of olhers as well as for -ones-
sell, 3

People Gambled in Tand,

“The trouble in both communities is
that the peopls have gambled. fn land
values, bougit for speculative pur-
Poses more property than they can
carTy. Taxes, inlerest and assessments |
keep them stripped and they have no
money Lo put In Industrial enterprises |
that will give work to others and
bring prosperity o ths community.
Sometimes I think it would be a good |
scheme to appoint a commission to |
g0 over the deeds of all property and |
when a man has a dozen or a score of]
pleces of property that he is working
hard to hold 50 as to unload at a profit
later, to say to this man: *You are
land poor. You have no money o ime|
prove any of your property and your |
holding 1t at a high figure keeps |
someons else from securing it wtxoI
would work and improve (L Either
you must put it to somes beneficial use
or sell it or we will sell It or confis-
cate it by taxation for you. You can
keep three pleces, one on which your
home Is, one on which your business
is located and one to be buried in, that
is ‘all you can possibly need. Oet
busy, use your ecnergy to help up-
bulld the community and give sOmeonas
else a chance 19 do something with |
the property tnat for years you have
beld unimproved and which has been
A menace and a detriment to tha dis-
trict,

Punished fur Enterprise.

*I supposa If business wasn't 80 rot-
ten, 1 wouldn't talk this way, but it
makes me sore to think that within a
block of my house there are lots grown |
up to weeds on which the well-to-dg |
owner pays & very low tax, while avery |
time I do anything to Improve my
property the assessor ralses my vajup-
tion, and 1 am punished for my enter-
prise. Yes, I realize that th™ is large-
ly destructive criticlsm, but sometimes I
You have to tear down beforc vou casn |
build up. I don't know what Portland
needs to do, but I believe that, If Van- 1
couvers’ wealthy men, and we have a
lot of them, would sell some of the |
idle and non-productive land they are |
heolding, and put the money Into enter- |
prises that would bring workers hﬁl't.!
the value of what they had left would ]
increase sufficiently to make up for
any loss they might suffer through
selling some of their holdings now,
Localy owned ship yards, canneries,
woolen' mills, saw mills and other '
manufacturing enterprises would bring
workers here to rent our idle houses
and to buy godds, so I would keep busy,
and then I would have neither time nor
inclination to kick about conditions
here In Vancouver.

“If 1 didm’'t belleve Vancouver has
wonderful possibilities for growth and
progperity, it would. be different, but it

THE LARGEST
MOST ELABORATE
IN
PORTLAND’S HISTORY

Under Auspices Dealers’
Motor Car Associatfon

MUSIC

Armory

Tenth and Couch

Every Afternoon and Night
This Week

Admission 25¢

has, With our rich surrounding coun-
try and our ideal location on the Co-
lumbia, there is no reason why we
should .not grow and prosper. Yes, you
can quote what I have sald, but I
would rather you wouldn't use my
name.

“People would think T am knocking
Vancouver, while, as & matter of fact,
no one has {ts interests more at heart
than 1 have.™

-

Opinm Den Raided,

San Francisco, Jan, 29.—(1. N. 8.)—
8ix Chinese, arrested in an opium den
raid in San Jose by Treasury Agents
Ralph Oyler and J. W, Latham follow-
ing a battle In which several shots
were fired, will be brought before

United States Commissioner Hayden

Nere today.

A Big, Splendidly Blended
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Comedy

Pleasej

Come Early! §

7000 saw it yesterday——
50,000 want to see it.
Help ‘us accommodate
them by coming as early
as you can.
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The Darling
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Now Playing at the

Originality — Punch
in the Mystery Play—

Iced Bullet

The serio-comic unweavin >
::e intensely dramatic fabric
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mingle with a murder mystery.
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