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FOR RURAL SCHOOLS
15 BEING CONSIDERED

A
Proposition in All Probability
Will Be Presented to Legis-
lature for State's Adoption.

DISTRICT

ol
Authority Would Be  Centralized in
County Superintendent and Thus

1 Increase Bdmuo%n Efficiency.

\
i
1
L1

IDEA PREVAILS

Salem, Or., Jan. 3.—The county unit
plan for all schools In districts below
the first class probably will be pre-
sented 10 the legislature for enactment
into law,

State Superintendent
Churechill, who strongly favors Lhe
plan, discussed it today with the
county school superintendents whno are
in session at the capitol in the capacity
of an examining board.

The plan is to centrallze the author-
Ity over all the schools In a county, ex-
repting those in districts of the first
vlass, Fach county adopting the plan
would be divided into five districts.
Each district would elect a member of
the cournity school board. This board of
five members would appolnt a county
school superintendent, who would be
the practical educational and business
hewd of the schools In the county,

The county school superintendent
would nominate the teachers for nll
the schools. e would place the teach-
crs where Lhey could do the best work,
The taxes for the scnools would be
levied on & county unit basis,

Whera the county unit has been
adopted, Mr. Churchill =aid, great ben-
efit has resulted, particularly to the
rural schools as a tralned county su-
perintendent, with proper authority, is
more able to establish and maintain an
efficlent school than are the average
rural school directora.

of Bchools

New Public Service Chairman.

Balem, Or, Jan. 3.—The publiec serv-
e commission, with Fred G. Buchtel,
newly elected commissioner, sitling
for the first time, Tuesday afternoon

eviected Frank J. Miller chairman for
the next two years, No secretary was
elected, but Edward Ostrander, former-
ly an examlner for the commission, will
continne to serve In that position, Ed-
ward Wright of La Grande is slated
for the position If the legislature does
not trim the commisgion’s budget so
closely that It must further economize
on employes,
_'.’_-_-_--
Gopher-Scalp Market Active.
Salem, Or,, Jan, 23.—Cofinty Clerk
Boyver dld. a thriving business (n
gopher scalps Tuesday. Bealps to the
number of 10,294 were taken to the
clerk's office for bounty, *ra sum of
$1,029.40 belng paid out. This was the
that the 1917 appropriation
for bpounties was avallable. The ap-
rusually runs out before
the end of the year and the scalps are
stored until the opening day.

Mddical School Extension Assured.

Sulem, Or., Jun, 3 —8State Tregpurer
Kay has received a check for §25,000
from. Dr. Kenneth A, J. Mackenzie of
Porgland, dean of the University of

Uregon medical school, This sum meets
the condition which was imposed by
the 19156 legislature when it appropri-
ated $50,000 for & new building for the
medival scihool t6 be erected at Port-
land, The entire $75,000 I8 now avall-
abrle for the school.

Plaster Rate Hearing Set.

Sulem, Or., Jan. 3.—A hearing on the
application of the O-W. R. & N, com-
pany for permission to establish a rate
of 10 cents per 100 pounds on plaster
shipped in carload lots from Gypsum,
Or,, to Portland, wlll be held by the
pullic service commission In Port
land at 1:310 p. m. January 15, Gypsum
{s In Baker county, not far from Hunt-
ington. The proposed frelght, which
would be a reduction, is being opposed
by plaster dealers in other loecalities,
end particularly by tha Hood River

Commerelal club and W. L. Clark of
Hood Rher
Sla}'er Given Life Sentence.
Boston, Mass., Jan. 3—-11 N. B.))—
Dr. Fletcher Atwood, the young Wae-
burn osteopath, who shol und killed
Dr. Wiifred E, Harris, president of

the Massachusetis Collega of Osteo-
pathy, July 18 last, pleaded gullty to
second degree murder todav and was
sentenced to life imprisonment,

S

MADRAS CROWD RAIDS CULVER AND CARTS AWAY COUNTY RECORDS
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A party of more than 80 persons from Madras, Or., went in sleighs, automobiles and wagons to the town
of Culver, temporary county seat of the newly-created Jefferson county, Monday, and carted away
a large part of the county records to Madras, which clams to be the new county seat by virute of
a recount of the votes cast on the subject at a recent election.
siding in Madras accompanied the party.

Newly-elected county officers re-

The picture shows the vehicles of the “raiders.”

Farmers Organize
Loan Association

Eighteen Persons Are Present at Week-
" End Meeting and Directors Chosen
Will Form BSociety Next Saturday.
Florence, Or,, Jan, 3.—The farmers
of this section met here Baturday for
the purpose of organizing a Federal
Farmera' l.oan association. Theres were
18 members present at this first meet-
ing and It |s expected that at least 30
will join ths permanent organization.
C, C. Buchanan was elected tempor-
ary chalrman and H. L. McKees tem-
porary secretary. Tha following per-
manent directors were elected: W, J.
Butler, D. W. Vandenburg, Hazen John-
son, C. C. Buchanan, and W, M, Bor-

ing.

A meeting of the directors has been
called for next Saturday when the per-
manent organization will be perfected.
The farmers &re taking this step so
that they may benefit by the federal
rural credits and loan law.

Figures Show Value
Of a Fire Marshal

Appeal for Support of Bill Providing
Such an Official for State Features
Chamber of Commerce Meeting.
Portland, with a fire marshal, re-

duced fire losses from $1,800.000 In

1915 to a little over half a million In

19186,

Oregon, without a fire marshal, had
fire losses outslde Portland amounting
to over $2,000,000 in 1916, an increase
over any previous year.

An appeal for support of the fire
marshal bil] was a feature of the mems

-

of Commerce yesterday. Harvey Wells,
state Insurance commissioner; Fire
Marshal Jay Stevens and E, L. Thomp-
son, chalrman of the members’ coun-
cil, spoke in behalf of the measure, A
state flre marshal will be supported by
the insurance companies, these in turn
counting on rdimbursement from de-
crease in fire losses, Mr. Wells pointed
out that decrease In fire losses means
savings to property owners and ulti-
mate decrease In insurance rates,

Shereeff of Mecca
1Is King of Hejaz

London, Jan. 3. — (I. N. B.) — The
grand shereeff of Mecca, who led a
revolution agailnst the Turks In west-
ern Arabia, has proclaimed himself
king of Hejaz and has been forma'ly
recognized by England, France sznd
ltaly.

Hejaz contains about 100,000 square
miles, bordering the Red sea.

oy Killed By Brotner.
Chicago, Jan. 3.—(I. N. B.)—Willis
Rand, 6, was shot and instantly killed
vesterday, by his brother Albert,
13, while the boys were shooting at
targets with a rifle given them for
Christmas.

A gallon of Pear/

Oilgives 9 hours of ‘ '
smokeless, odorl l '
cheerful heat.
$3.75 to $7.75 :
i

Dealers Everywhere

STANDARD OIL |72l

COMPANY |
RMPAN _.

Brr-r!

Chilly, changeable
weather? A good
oil heater will keep
youwarm andcosy.
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RPN |

bers' council meeting of the Chamber]
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GOVERNOR DECLARES
MADRAS NEW COUNTY
SEAT OF JEFFERSON

Action Follows at Once Upon
Canvas of Vote at Recent
Election,

Balem, Or,, Jan, 3. —Governor Withy-
combe Tuesday afternoon Issued a
proclamation declaring the initiative
law under which the people of Jeffer-
son county voted to have thelr county
seat at Madras to be in effect,

The governor's proclamation was is-
sued immediately after Secretary of
State Ben W. Olcott canvassed the
vote on the measure, This action,
coming eeveral weeks after the vote
on all other measures has been can-
vassed, E’ delaved in
with the bitterly contested county seat
fight in Jefferson county,

In the recent election, Madras and
Metolius and Culver were ths con-
testants for the county seat, Two
Initiative measures were on the balleot,
ona providing that the county seat
should be located at Madras and the
other that it should be located at
Metolius.

The Metolluis measure was defeated
and if the Madras measure had been
defeated the county seat would have

remained at Culver, which has been
county seal since the county was
created two or three years &go. The

offical vote for the Madras measure
was as follows: Yes, 839; no, G14.
Supporters of Culver obtalned an in-
junction order restraining the county
clerk from certifylng the vote to the
gecratary of state, This injunection
was dissolved last week, with the re-
sult that the abstract of the vote was
received by Secretary Olcott Tuesday,
the day following the rald on the coun-
ty, offices at Culver by a delegation
from Madras which forcibly took
possession of the county's books and
supplies and carted them to Madras.

Preventable Losses
By Fire Are Large

Amounnt of Property Bo Destroyed In
California Last TYear, $1,369922—
Partly Preventable, $3,337,083.

San Francisco, Jan. 3.—(P, N. 8.)—
Pir, losses amounting to §1,369,682
from causes that were preventable
were sustalned in California during
1915, according to statistics compiled
by the national board of fire under-
writers in New York, Added to the
above total Is the tremendous larger
one of $3,337,062 In losses during the
same year from partly preventable
causes,

From unknown cau=es probably
largely preventable. according to the
fire underwriters, the loss was $2,169,-
607 or a grand total of 7,276,714
worth of property destroyed _ that
might not have been if proper “anti-
fire precautions were taken,

Bulgarian Task Done,

States Radoslavoff|

Sofia, Jan. 3.—(I, N. S.)—"The es-
sential part of Bulgaria's task in the
war is done.” This was the answer of
Premier Radoslavoff in parliament to
critics of the government's conduct of
the war. He continued:

“To those who are complaining that
wa are seeking too much, I reply
that we are not fanatics, but that we
know the asplrations of the Bulgarian
people. From the royal manifesto on
the occasion of the declaration of war
you know what these aspirations are.”

Rich Woman Slayer
Liberated on Bond

Aberdeen, Miss, Jan. 3.—(I, N, 8,)—
Mrs. Winston Tubb, 35 years old,
wealthy matron, who shot and killed
E. G. Mize, a rich farmer, alleging he
had Insulted her, was released under
bond yesterday.

Mize, a member of the Monroe coun-
ty board of supervisors, was at the
Quincy depot when Mrs, Tubb drove
up in her touring car and without a
wbrd shot him twice.

“I pald tha{ dog back for an Insult
he offered ms two months ago, she
sald.

New Year Celebrant
Is Killed by Truck

San Francisco, Jan. 3.—(P. N. 8.)—
John McKeon, & rivet heater, is deal
today, another victim of the New
celebration. With mem-
Prosperity club, he spent
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Lawmakers Begin
To Invade Salem

Legislators Generally Resent Fallure
of Pish agnd Game Commission to
Submit Estimates Under State Law.
Salem, Or, Jan. 3.—Several mem-

bers of the legislature were in Balem
Tuesday, some engaging living quar-
ters for the ses=ion and others on vari-
ous other errands, and the talk among
them {ndicated that the lawmakers
generally resent the failure of the
fish and game commission to submit
an estimate of “its receipts and ex-
penditures for Inclusion in the state
budget as required by law,

It was the only board or commlission
which failed to make a report, as the
law requires, to the secretlary of state,
The lawmakers recalled that in the
past the attitude of the fish and game
commission has been that it was but
little concern to the public how |is
funds were expended, as the sportsmen
and fisheries contributed the fund In
the way of llcenses and fees,

“We will have to do something to
jog up the commission,” said a state
senator, “The public as well as the

legislature Is entitled to know how
the money has been spent and If I
am not mistaken the legislature wlll
know before it gets through.”

Astoria’s New Mayor
Presides at Meeting

Harley Appoints Wace Grant Chief of
Police; Advocates Competitive Exams
for Policemen and Piremaen,

Astoria, Or.,, Jan. 3.—F, C. Harley,
newly elected mayor of Astorla, pre-
sided at his first councll meeting last
night. Iie appointed Nace Grant as
chief of police, to succeed E. M. Hough-
ton, who has held the position for
four years.

Mayor Harley urged the adoption of
an ordinance compelling all applicants
for positions as police officers to take
competitive examinations, This would
also apply to applicants for the fire
@epartment,

Britain Plans New
Internal War Loan

This Issume Will Superceds Recent
Distribution of Exchequer Bonds,
Which May Be Withdrawn.

New York, Jan. 3.—(1I. N. B.)—Ad-
vices from London today indicated that
Great Britain Is about ready to an-
nounce a New internal war loan to
supercede the recent large i{=sues of
exchequer bonds,

The sale of exchequer bonds was
withdrawn, dispatches say, and earller
war issues were stronger in the belief
that they will be convertible into the
new war loan.

There was little activity in American
{ssues, due to the fallure of any de-
cisive indications from Wall Street.

Marked Activity Reported in FPurchas-

‘iRllMllR OF RAILROAD .

INTO EASTERN LINN IS

|

REVIVED AT ALBANY:

Valuable Tract of Timber

Back of Foster and Near
Cascadia Believed Object.

ROUTES . SPECULATED ON

ing of Both Timber amd Farm
Lands in Vicinity of Fostar.

'sorry that

Albany, Or., Jan. 3. —Reports from
Foster, in the eastern part of Linn
county, Indjcate that there |s prospect

of a raliroad being built into that dis-
trict.

Timber cruisers who were engaged in
scaling the timber on a large tract,
near Foster and in the neighborhood of
Cascadia, finished their work a shourt
time age. It is understood that if the
timber crulsed up to requirements that
it would be purchased, the purchase to
be made upon condition that the Hill
interests constructed a rail line to the
tract.

Rumor Ig Current.

Reports have it that the timber cx‘]
ceeded expectations.

This is the deal reported In the‘
newspapers some time ago In connec-
tlon with the Monarch Mlills of Port-
land, The visit of Louis Hill and party
hers last summer is thought to have
brought about tne conclusion of the
deal. |

Activity in buying land, both timber
and farm, in the vicinity of Foster by
‘arious parties leads to the beljef that

mething 18 golng to happen before

long.
Route Is Uncertain,

The routs of the proposed road ls!
uncertain. If {t Is bullt;it may branch
trom the Oregon Electric maln line al
Albany, golng !n through the rich
country surrounding Lebanon, then to
Sweet Home and on to Foster. Or it
may be built via Halsey, Brownavllle
and Sweet Home, Two surveys are
known to have been made for this
route. Another possibility is a branch
from near Salem to Stayton, across by
Kingston and to Sweet Home and Fos-
ter by that circultous route.

Keen interest is felt here over the
prospects of an early beginning of op-
erations, It would mean the construc-
tion of one or more sawmills and a
number of logging camps.

J. J. Smith Dies.

Albany, Or, Jan, 3.—J, J. Bmith, !
aged 64, dled in St. Mary's hospital
here Monday. He came to Albany

a short time ago from Spokane. His
nearest relative is a nlece In Pitts-
burg, who was notified. The body is |
being held here for Instructions. i

Shipbuilder Retires to Farm.

Albany, Or., Jan. 3.—J. A. McEach-
ney, a shipbuilder from Astoria, was
in Albany Monday. Hsa stated that
he had closed his shop on account of
a strike in the shipbullding industry,
and will live on his farm near Lyons|
until the trouble bhlows over. I

Corvallis Firemen |
Stage Real Stunt

Corvallla, Or., Jan. 3 —Corval’is
firemen enlivened a rather quiet Main
Etreet on the afternoon of New Years
day by a novel game played with
two lines of hos:, A dry goods box
was pliced in the center of the pave-
ment and two lines of hoss were
strung, 10 men to a line and about 20
feet apart, with the box between.
Then the full force of the water was
turned on and the contest was to see
which team couald drive the box over Il
line.

YVery often the box would be driven
to the curb, when the many spectators
along the walks would be given a
sprinkling. Toward the close of the
contest the firemen forgot the box
and turned the ice cold water on each
other, standing not more than a dozen
feet apart, and endeavoring to drive
each other back,

It was a decidedly interesting con-
test —for the spectators in safe places.

Missouri to Have Contest.

Sedalia, Mo, Jan, 8. —(I. N, B)—
Judge Lamm yesterday at his of-
tfice here signed the petition for a
contest of the electlon of Frederi k
Gardner of 8t Louls as governor «f
Missourl. |
—
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Colonel McLaughlin
Lauds Third Oregon

hmhﬂmx‘lﬁmhli

Phywigue” of
“ of Begiment He Commanded.
Balem, Or, Jan, 3, — Colonel Me-

Llluhlln. who served three years &s
colonel of the Third infantry, O. N.
Cl highly praises the organization In
a letter recelved Tuesday by Goavermor
Withycombe. Colonel Mclaughlin has
been returned to his regular army
command and s now with the troops
in Mexico. Hlis letter says:

“As I am about to leave Oregon I
wish to state to you my appreciation

;for the support you gave the Third

| Oregon Infantry during the period that
1 was its colonel,

“The officers and man wers always
glad to have you visit our camp and
the armory drills and we were all very
you were unable to visit
us in our camp at San Diego, Cal.

“Should the country again need the
pservices of its national guard It s my
desire that [ muy have an opportunity
to command an organization composed
of men of the character and physique
of the men that were In the Third
Oregon infantry during its recent serv-
fce on the Mcexican border,

“l have been on duty in Oregon for
three years and. 1 leave Oregon an

| Oregonian.”

Czar’s Pro-German

Confessor Murdered

London, Jan, 3 —i(I. N. 8.)—Raspu-
tin, the monk wno succeeded Illicdor
as the confessor of the czar and
czarina, has been assassinated, ac-
cording to a Petrograd dispatch to
Dally Chronicle.

A prince allied to Emperor Nlicholas
by marriage is said to be Involved in
the affair. The monk's body was re-
covered by divers in the river Neva

| Rasputin was suspected of beilng pro-

German and plotting

for a separate
peaca,

OREGON TAKES FIRST

PLACE IN REGULARITY
AT RURAL SCHOOLS

{Biennial Report of State Sup-

erintendent Churchill Re-

views Improvement,

PARENT-TEACHERS HELP

High School Law of 1915 Makes At
tendance Possidle for Maany Who
Wounld Otherwise Be Barred

Salem, ©Or., Jan. 2 —Oregon now
ranks first in the United States In reg-
ularity of attendance In the raral
schools, according to the biennlal re-

port of Superintendent, of Public In-
struction J. A. Churchlll.

“There I8 u growing interest In the
industrial club work,” says Buperin-
tendent Churchlill, “and the number of
children who carry thelr projects
through to a succesaful termination is
increasing. each year.”

He says the standardization of the
country schools 1s doing much to im-
prove the work of the schools.

High Schools Stremgthened.

“The work of the high schools has
been greatly strengthened through
meetling the requirements of the state
'board of education relative to libraries
and other equipment,” he says. “This
is particularly true of the smaller high
schigols, many of which have heretofore
had almost no equipment or apparatus
with which to do their work

“*The high school tultion law, which
was passed in 1915, {s making it possi-
ble for thousands of pupils to attend
high &schoo] who would otherwise be
denled the opportunity. That the in-

‘m in attendance dde Adirectly |

this law has been phenomenal, is
by the fact that In some high M
the number of students has doubled,
Community Spirit Xelps.
“Among the other features of pro-
gress should be mentioned the gradual
increase in the requiremenis for par-
tification, which mean more thorough
preparation on the part of teachers and
better teaching: the stimulated inters
est In super\ined recreational activl
which has led to the improvement

style of school architecture, .mm
both utility and beauty; and, Cinally,
a bLetter community spirit, dus to the
work of the Parent-Teacher association
and kindred organizationa.™

Eugene to Banquet
Varsity Footba.]lem

Chamber of Oommarce BSends m
tions to Victors of New Year's .q
at Pasadena for Feast Soon.

Eugene, Or., Jan.

victorious football team of the Uni-
versity of Oregon next week, accord-
ing to announcement of J. H, Koka,
president, Mr.

telegram to Johnny Beckett, captafn
the team, at Pasadena:

“Eugene is proud of 0N¢onl foot-
ball team. The Chamber of Commerce
sends congratulations to the worl's
champions and extends an invitation
to them to be the honor guests at &
victory banquet next week.”

Mr, Koke says it is probable that the
banquet will be held on Wednesday
night.
in Pasadena, where they are belng en-
tertained by the Tournament of m
commitiee, for a few days,

Harry Maguire, charged with murder
in connection with the death of J,
Bu-kley, salesman of BSpokanas,

was struck down Monday mm
during the New Year's festivities, ap=
peared {n Police court yesterday.

case was continued.

i Double Economy Jemulj
Playing the Game Strai

We Are Merchants, Not Speculators

ht

—-With prices of many commodities jumping skyward
and with many lines of goods very scarce, many
merchants have decided that more money

can be

made this January by HOLDING GOODS THAN

BY SELLING

THEM

-

—This Store is going right ahead with its January
plans as usual, fighting for the best possible bargains,
regardless of increased profits, and never for a mo-

ment allowing the present merchandise conditions
to influence its policy.

—We are merchants, not speculators, and hold that

be no exception.

a public business is a public trust.
refuse to allow our buyers to HOARD
SPECULATE with them. We know the value of

good will—we have earned it—and shall exert every
effort to retain it.

—Never has there been a time, since we were in
business, that it was so deﬁmtely to our customers’

advantage to LAY IN FULL SUPPLIES of all
goods likely to be needed, as now.

—We have taught the people of Portland to look
forward to our January offerings, and this year shall

Staple, dependable merchandise
on the old-time basis—double savings—because it - -

cuts down the old price and saves you from the
| - coming rise—that is why we call this our

DOUBLE ECONOMY JANUARY

To this end we
goods or

—To the man of family—to the woman or man who
i1s self-dependent—this store means MUCH this
January. It will be tremendously to your advantage

to BUY NOW—to be prepared for the 1nev1tablc

advances to come.

N

Members of the team remalned

Case of Maguire Continued, 3
San Francisco, Jan. 3.—(P, N, )=
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playgrounds and the installation of .
play apparatus; an improvement in the ¥

3.—The lu;-."\
Chamber of Commerce will banquet the

Koke has sent ‘this '
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