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‘Lumbermen Told That Is Real
‘Reason for Falling Off im
‘Lumber Consumption,

SUBSTITUTES COST MORE

Despite Incenpe in Buildling Use of
Othar Materials Mas Replaced
Lumber, Says Millman,

{Continued From Page One.)

sxcept in 1907, Tho per caplia of
ood consumption has decreased from
rﬂ feet maximum per capita to 276
feet per capita, or sbout 3§ per cent.
Bullding on the whele Increased
steadlly from 1907 to 1913,
.Twu{ty-uven billion feet boatd
measurs, or about 70 per cent of 38,-
000,000,..0 feet, which was the total
3916 national lumber cut, went Into
ral bullding.
In 1909, 50 per cent of all lumber
roducts consisted of rough timbers.
‘n 1913, only about 3§ per cent of the
pational cut went into reugh timbers.
This criude product has been decreas-
fng in demand, and the refined product
bas been increasing in demand,

Prices Rise Slightly.

Lumber prices have risen slightly
during the past 15 years,

it |s estimated that in 1816 Iin usea
where lumhber had once been consumed
there had been utllized In substitute
materials the equivalent of 8,000,080,-
900 feet board imeasure, which was
equnl to 22 per cent of the total na-
tional lumber cut and 33 1-3 per cent
of that portion of the cut which was
used In general construction,

It is estimated that {in 19816 the
equivalent of 4,000,000,000 feet boagd
measure was utilized In substitute ma-
terjals In such uees as roofing, lath,
posats, cooperage, elo,

This, then, makes a total displace-
ment of wood products other than fuel
of 12,000,000,000 feet., There was 15.-
(00,000,000 feet of consumption In wood
fue] displaced in 19156 by coal and oll

Many Billiong Lost.

Bome of the 8,000,000,000 feet of lum-
ter displacement wuas represented by
products such as substitute packages,
which were part wood or &ll wood, so
that there was not an actusal total loss
to wood, If this is taken Into consider-
ptlon. However, the authority devel-
oring these figures states that this §.-
000,000,000 substitution could be stated
as 10,000,070,000 or even 11,000,000,000
and still represent less than actual loss
to wood.

Beventy-filve per cent of the loss to
wood has gone to materials costing
more than wood- products,

Beventy per cent of the loss was in
¢lasses of use in which the same ten-
gency promlised to continue,

Loss Is Increasing. .

Bixty per cent of loss has oocurred
in the past 10 years and ls increasing
st the rate of 1,000,000,000 feet board
measure per annum. The 8,000,000,000
foet of sawed lumber displacement is
divided about as follows:

Four billion feet in building and con.
ptruction.

One billlon feet in fencing.

One blilion fcet In sidewalks,
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Sl:in troub‘e costs
many a man his job

~No matter how efficient a man may

be, if he has an ugly skin-eruption,

there are positions in which he cannot
be tolerated. He may know that it is

ot in the least contagious, but otker
"+ peopleare afraid, theyavoid him, and he
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1oad and wind
mills,

One half billion {feet
ships and miscellaneous.

Onea half blllion fect in boxes,

Bidewalk Loss Is Heavy.

Besides losing one blllion of fgne-
ing, another two and one-half billlon
of posta has been displaced, making
the fence consumption loss In that
year three and one-half billlon feet.

The sldewalk loss 18 600,000,000 feet
per year.

Only about one-half and footage used
in the old style box car is now used
In a freight car, when bullt of wood
at all, and in 1914, with only a few
thousand freight cars belng Dbullt,
there was a loss to wood of 260,000,-
000 feet,

Vehicle” construction has succumbed
largely to Aautomobile manufacture,
which has reduced the consumption of
wood in that industry. The manufac-
ture of horse drawn vehicles dropped
from 1% milllon vehicles to % mll-
llon wvehicles In the past few years,
while during the same period thge num-
ber of amutomobiles Increased 650
thousand in number.

Bilos have glven B0 per cent to
other materials, largely because of bet-
ter salesmanshlp. This has lost jo
wood 60 milllon feet per annum, whfte
wind mlills have ceased to use. 25
milllon per ysar because of the use of
steel,

Furniture making, which normally
uses one billion feet per annum, sur-
rendered 1756 million feet in 1916 to
other materials,

One and one-half billion feet of box
shooks have surrendered to the sub-
stitute contalners, which are, however,
a partly wood product.

Lath output has fallen off 30 per
cant, equivalent to 210 million feet
per year.

Wooden Ships Coming Back,
# Out of 200 milllon fest for ships,
160 million has surrendered to other
materials, Thera is every dvidence,
however, of this coming back strong
this year.

Cooperage utllization of other ma-
terialg amounts to 825 milllon feet.

A report on the wood block pave-
ment lald In 444 citles in 19807 indl-
cates 2.02 per cent of the total pave-
ment laid, while In more than twice
the number of clties canvassed in 1915
the parcentage was only 2.37.

FEW HAVE HEARD OF
DOUGLAS FIR FAME,
SAYS R. H. DOWNMAN

R, H. Downman, president of the Na-
tional Lumber Manufacturers' associa-
tion, told the lumber bangueters last
night that fully 80 per cent of the pco-
ple of the United Btates never heard
of Douglas fir,

An eastern architect complained that
In all his large library of works on
bullding, the only volumes on the sub-
Ject of lumber had come to him from
the forest service

For the first tlme in history, four
lumber men recently sat in conference
with representatives of the federal
trade commission, the forest service,
and the department of commerce, for
the selection of men who shall repre-
sent the United States in forelgn lum-
ber investigations.

He cited these things to show the
value of a national association of lum-
ber Interests for the proper exploita-
tion of wood.

Other speakers at last night's ban-
quet were: Charles S. Keith of Kan-
sas City, R, B, Goodman of Marinnette,
Wis.; A, H. Turnbull of Norfolk, Va.:
E, T. Allen, secretary of the Forestry
and Conservation assoclation; W, A.
Thompeon, director of the buresu of
advertising, American Newspaper Pub-
lishera’ assoclation, and J. H. Bloedal,
president of the West Coast Lumbers
men's pssoclation.

All gave Instances of the value of
advertising and cooperative selling
methods In bringing lumber back to its
Own on a permanent basls.

LUMBERING IS NEAR
SAVAGERY, DECLARES
MAJOR E.. G. GRIGGS

Lumbering in the northwest s just
one stage in advance of savagery, de-
G. Griggs of Tacoma,
former president of the National
Lumber Manufacturers’ agsociation,
at . the conference of leaders of %he
lumber Industry at the Chamber of
Commerce yesterday.
" Tax burdens rest heavily on the
timberman at all times, he said. He

cars, vehicles, silos

in furniture,

has to keep on sawing up stuft with

frantlc zeal regardless of the price
he gets simply to keep himself from
being devoured by interest and the
demand of the assessor. The result
is a frightful waste of magnificent
trecs, as only that part immediately
merchantable can be handled. The
rest lies |n the woods to rot or .else
is thrown (nto the burner.
“We profited enormously by the
great San Francisco fire aml by the
earthquakes In Chlle,” sa)xd Major
Griggs. “But is it necessary for us
to hanyg on and walk. for some cata-
clysm to keep uas in business?
Cooperation Is Solution,
“I say no. The answer is in intel-
ligent cooperation for the marketing
of lumber, so that at all times there
shall be an even and normal distri-
bution and a dependable price.”
The conference was called to give
the local Jumbermen and loggers op-
portunity to learn of fhe work of the
National Lumber Manufacturers' as-
sociation and its proposed campalgn
for a world-wide exploitation of wood
as a bullding material,
E. B, Hazen was elected chairman
and Mr. Hazen called upon R, H.
Downman, president of the national
assoclation, for a resume of the pro-
gram. Mr. Downman pointed out that
while dealers in building materials
other than wood are exceedingly ac-
tive In advertising their wares, the
lumbermen have, because of petty ri-
valries and cutthroat competition,
failed to support any concerted pell-
ing movement, preferring to take
their chance on thelr own account.
This lack of Interest all along the
e ———

line has retarded the development that
the industry needa, has led to more
waste In the northwest than the total
cut of some of the mext largest pro-
ducing sections and has kept prices in
such a flugtuating and “undependable
state that the whole Industry has been
demoralized,

Mr. Downman asserted that In one
mill at Hoquiam he saw more lumber
wasted than the entire cut of any one
\t his own seven mills in the cypress
country of the south,

Mr. Downman, after having traveled
over the Columbia river highway, com-
plimented the builders. He explained
that the men most directly responsible
for its construction had made their for-
tunes in the timber and lumber busi-
ness and so it pame to him as a pleas-
ent surprise when hs saw one fence
a!cng the highway bullt of wood.

Following Mr. Downman, Mafjor
Griggs was called upon. He =ald that
concerted selling methods mean far
more to the lumbermen of the north-
west than any protective tariff. It ls
not po much that Canadlan Jumber
may be produodd for less but that the
demand for wood be atimulated more
that counts,

Americans Own Canadian Stumpage.

As a matter of fact, he declared, the
Canadlan lumber Is produced, not by
Canadians, but by Americans of the
east who have made their investments
there in the hope of making wmsome-
thing.

The conference followed the lunch-
eon of the members’ council of the
Chamber of Commercs, which was ad-
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S0 WILLCOX ASSERTS
Republican Chairmarﬁ Knows

of No Such Statement as
Reported In New York.

New York, Nov, 11.—(U. P.)—Chair-
man Willecox of the Republican nation-
al committee today declared no telec-
gram conceding the election of Presi-
dent Wilson or congratulating him has
been prepared, so far as he knows,

Commenting on reports published in
New York that Charles E. Hughes had
really prepared a telegram of congrat-
ulation, Willcox said:

“] know of no such statement hav-
Ing been prepared. I saw the gover-
nor last night and the situation Is just
where It has been. There is no change,
We haven't sald anything about the
recount because the official count is
not yet completed and We certalnly
wouldn't have anything to say about
anything else. 1 don’'t know what the
result of the officlal count would be
any more than you do, and it wounld
be fooligh of me lo say anything about
| B

dressed by several of the distinguished
visitors from the east. The same
thoughts were expressed there as at
the conference,

COAST LUMBERMEN
ARE URGED TO LOOK
TO FOREIGN MARTS

Captaln Robert Dollar, looked upon
by many as the dean of Amsrican ship-
ping men, told upward of 200 men at
the bapquet In honor of the visi'ing
lumber chiefs last night, that in for-
elgn trade is to be found the safety
valve of the lumber business on this
coast. Hg was called upon by Toast-
master F, C. Knapp, after other speak-
ers had outlinéd in more or less gloon!y
words the present plight of the Indus-
try and what |s necessary o retrieve
the lost ground.

The captain declared that the ques-
tlon of forelgn trade has intensifiod
the recent depressions In the lumber
market because of the lack of ships.

“There are not ships enough to carry
the traffic of the world," he said. "If
we could get foreign trade revived, wWe
could take off the surplus lumh?r and
help the situation on this coast.”

He declared shipowning is the best
asset to foreigm tra.de,d beuul:n t‘hs
shipowner 18 the best “drumme or
hlsmhome town. He said England's
commercial supremacy on the seas was
brought about by the great holdings of
steamships at Liverpoo!, and noted the
revival of |h%pbuildin¥ 0:; the Pacific
coast with great satisfaction.

Captain Dollar charged that the
United States is the only nation In
the world today that is not cooperating
with business for the expansion of
forelgn trade. He cited several in-
stances of the refusal of passports to
commercia] representatives, and agsain
held up the La Folletiy seamen's ect
as a document that, once the abnor-
mally high freight rates have subsidad,
would effectually take ths American
flag from the Pacific. He sald recent-
ly he attended a conference of Japa-
ness business men as Osakli and was
called upon to explain the seamen's
act, becauss, he said, the Japanese
thought their transiation of the law
must be faulty.

“ASs we read the bill in our transla-
tion, it actually makes come true our
lifelong dream-—ahsolute control of the
Pacific,” he quoted them as saying.
“That's just what it does,” he said he
told them.

But of late the captaln sald the pol-
fey of the government (s gradually
changing. He sald Secretary of Com-
merce Redfleld, in attending a confer-
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