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THE ELECTION

. N THE ebb and flow of election
. B returns, President Wilson con-
B tinues to hold the advantage.
©."  North Dakota appears to have
" definitely aligned in the Wilson
> eolumn, and it seems equally cer-
. tain that New Hampshire has gone
- tho president. The nine votes
| Of these two states give him a total
- Oof 260 electoral votes, with only

. #ix additional necessary.
"~ West Virginia with {ts eight
* Yotes appears to be drifting to Mr.
" Hughes. If #t finally makes that
' alignment, his certain total in the
| electornl college would be 2486,
. making it necessary for him to se-
' i.tilt'o 20 additional votes to elect.
. Neither California alone nor Min-
| @esota alone would elect him,
- while either would reelect Presi-
lwt Wilson,
. In Minnesota at 11 o'clock today,
. the Hughes lead had been cut to
. 810 and appeared to be disappear-
* Ing. On the other hand, the Re-
" publicans clalm that the votes of
“ Minnesota militiamen on the bor-
. der, will be largely for Hughes and
ean be depended upon to hold the
state safely in the Hughes column.
" In California, President Wilson
has a lead of over 3500 in the lat-
_ @8t returns, but aguinst this some
. Beavy Hughes pluralities are ex-
pected from Los Angeles county.
. In their expectations of pluralities
. In.California, however, the Hughes
. men hafe been several times dis.
, and the consistent galins
' president seem to augur
k will earry the state, and
with it secure control of the elec-
toral college.
; A WEAKNESS

"AVID LUBIN says that we
reckon the strength of a
nation according to the pro-

~7 . portion of ita farms worked
by the owners. The tenant system

" I8 a source of national weakness,
. mot strength. David Lubin is well
. Worth listening to on this subject,
for he has studied farm problems
. deeply and pondered them long.
- He 18 now connected with the In-
hrnational Institute of Agriculture

at Rome, but his interest in Amer-

n affairs is as warm as it ever

4

It the tenant system is a weak-

888 we ought to feel some uneasi-
pess, for it is growing every day In
) United States. In some states
hailf the farms are worked by

ts, .In all parts of the coun-
jandlordism ‘is inoreasing and

t s taking the place of owner-
by the man who does the

- The matter looks blacker stfll
e we remember that most of
rented farms are held on short
of a year or two. TUnder this
the tenant is. almost’ always
rented and in order to escape
tion he is obliged to rob the
d of its fertility. He can not
ifford to make improvements or
(apply fertilizers. His whole energy
I8 spent In getting as much out of
he land as he can and as gquickly
@8 possible,
" How our growing tenant system
Workas out is falthfully described
by Jack London in his “Valley of
the Moon,” a book which has great
jological value besides belng a
jable work of fiction, Jack Lon-
N says that the best practical
By for a poor man to get a farm
‘his own 1s to begin by renting
plece of land and “looting it."
_means that the.temant must
. all he can out of the soil and
nothing back, By thus ruin-
one farm he can often make
joney enough to buy another, But
® leaves desolation behind him.
‘system of taxes, laws and
fkets which steadily wWorks to
inge a nation of farm-owners

SRS

history. .

The upheaval In the West is a
near revolution. The coverturning
of states always heavily Republican
and the reduction of majorities In
such atates as remained in the
Hughes column is something the
country never saw before.

It is & breakaway of the West
from the political thought of the
Bast. It {s & declaration of inde-
pendence by western farmers from
the former tyranmy of the older
states. :

It 18 an eventuation so complete
in its manifestations that it re-
maps the country. The upheaval

in such states as Kansas, Utah and

Wyoming is epochal. It means that
the agricultural portion of America
has with common action cut loose
from the economic ideals and pur-
poses that have their origin in
northeastern America and has en-

tered upon a line of thought ‘at|

variance with the old thought Ot.]by 20,000 to 25,000.

the East and Northeast. It has
thrown off the leadership of the
men who ran the country so long
for the exclusive benefit of tho

New Bngland manufacturers to the

long neglect of the farming masses
of the West.

| turns.

-Ithlnzmnl. Then he may run to
‘the physiclan with his plaint but it
'is too late.

A timely medical examination
may prevent all this, Taken by
the forelock most of the diseases
of middle life.- are easily curable.
It is neglect that gives them thelr
lethal hold on the body. A medi-
cal examination, a thorough over-
hauling, of the physical Irame once
& year is the mew proposal.

A PARTY BREAKAWAY

HE breaking down of the party
label is one of the comsplcu-
ous factas in the election re-

In Kansas, Governor Capp’er, Re-
publican, is re-elected by a plural-
ity of 100,000 to 125,000, while
President Wilson carries the stato
In all the
great Republican states of the
West, there was a similar smash-
ing of party ties. In Oregon, &
Republlcan plurality in the regis-
tration of 112,000 Is almost wiped
out, which means that 50,000 Ore-

The new division clearly locates: £on electora registered as Repub-

the origin and home of progres-
sivism in the country. F¥or the
first time in history a test of the
country on progréssivism was pre-
sented in the candidacy of Presl-
dent Wilson. IHis legislative pro-
gram was an emphasized body of
progressive enactments. Jt was on
that legislation that he was given
the votes of the western farmers
and on the returns from their votes
the source and location of progres-
sgive thought in America 1s defl-
nitely disclosed.

VANCOUVER TO YAKIMA.

RAVEL between Portland and
North Yakima seems unneces-
sarily laborious. On a recent
trip to the beautiful capital

of the Yakima valley’ we went by
way of Beattle, spending a night
and half the next day on the train.
Returning by way of FPasco one
night sufficed. But by either route
one has to go “round Robin Hood's
barn” to make what ought to be
» short and pleasant trip.

Why has nobody thought of
bullding & rallroad running direct
frpm North Yakima to Vancouver?
Are there any Insuperable grade
difficulties in the way? If there
are we have not heard of them.
The grades on the Norihern Pa-
cific between Beattle and North
Yakima are something terrific. The
feats of engineering displayed In
building the line across the moun-
tains excite one's admiration, but
the thought also Intrudes that it
would have been better to opem an
outlet by way of Vancouver.

It is only some 80 miles from
North Yakima to Vancouver, A
rallroad traversing this {interval
would open to Portland trade an
erea of most productive country.
It would help build up Vancouver,
which is really a Portland ward.

A NOBLE SCHEME

HE proppsed highway from

the great lakes to the Gulf

of Mexico will be something

of a road when it is done.
According to the Engineering Rec-
ord it {s to be a quarter of a mile
wide. It will not have any turns
or corners except at the ends of
hundred mile stretches of perfect-
ly straight running. Thia ideal
highway will be a thousand miles
long. One is reminded by it of
Milton’s broad and ample road
whose dust was gold and pave-
ment stars.

Certainly the proposed road will
have to be dusted with gold if it
is evel built on the plans laid out.

It is a sign of the times that
this magnificent highway should
be working 1ts way out of talk
and fancy into tangible reality.
Twenty years ago anybody who
should have pictured such a thing
would have been scorned as an
idle dreamer. Many idle dreams
are coming true since the automec-
bile dawned upon the world, par-
ticularly dreams of good roads.
Just about all the good roads we
enjoy we owe to the powerful In-
fluence of that wonderful machine.

OVERHAULING DAY

E NOW have ‘“days” and
“weeks” for almost every-
thing. We have “moth-
ers’ day,” complemented
by “baby’s week.” There is an
apple day and an old home week,
and we are promised a grandmoth-

ers’ day befors a great while, en-
forced by congressional legislation.

The doctors add something to the
galety of life by setting aside the
sixth day of next December for
“overhauling day.” '

The purport of the name iz ob-
vious, On December 6 next every
citizen is to resort to the office of
his physician and submit to an
overhauling of his body. Your fon:

belief that you are perfectly well |ring

givea you no exemption. Indeed
that delusion 1s a paerticular
why_you should basten.

{licans voted for President Wilson.

In the state of Washington, there
'was an even more marked disre-
|gard of the party label in the fact
that President Wilson carried that
|state with a plurality reported at
110,000.

In no presidential electlon have
i party lines counted for so little, ex-
cept, in 1812, when the abandon-
,ment of political affiliations was
'a revolution caused by a split
among the leaders of the same
party, ’ :

There {8 no more promising slgn
for the future than the refusal of
the masses to submit to the tyran-
my of party leaders. By applica-
tion of the party lash and appeal
to the party sentiment, a lot of
political crimes have been commit-
ted against the American people.
Slavery was tolerated in America
much longer than it should have
been, because of the defense of it
by & political party. It was the
various political parties that so
long kept America under a rotten
financial system that brought on
disastrous panics every ten years
or so and cost the people untold
millions in bankruptcy and losses.

It was the various political par-
tles that acknowledged the disap-
pearance of American ships from

the past two years, to put the flag
of American merchant fleets back
on the seven oceans.

The safest element in American
population are those who do their

own independent thinking and then
vote as they think.

L4 MURDER
HE murder of words is about
as common in the United
Btates as the murder of hu-
man beings. Both go mer-
rily on. Laws and dictionaries are
equally powerless to “stop the
crimes. Most of the human slaugh-
ter, according to a late censusa bul-
letin, comes from the careless or
eriminal use of firearms which, as
we read, ‘“‘cause more deaths than
railroad accidents, and more than
twice as many as automobile acci-
dents,

The slaughter of words is caunsed
by our national sentimentality. As
soon as the American people have
been made aware that some word,
like' “home,"” for example, is ex-
®eptionally beautiful, full of fine
feeling and dear to everybody's
heart, they set about ruining it by
slovenly usage. -

The word ‘“cruclfi has for
many centuries been confined to
one mnotable event. But of late
every man who feels hurt by eriti-
clsm or abuse shrieks that some-
body s “crucifying” him. The
late Mr. Fels on an occasion said
that people were ‘“‘crucifving” him
when, as a matter of fact, they
were doing nothing worse than find
fault with his =single-tax propa-
ganda. Other and greater men
have been much worse treated
without resorting to such hysterical
language. We beg our kind friends
not to misuse the terrible word
“crucified.” Its associations are
too precious and at the same time
[too awful.

Then there is the word “create.”
It has colne to be almost as useful
to unskillful writers as “nice” and
““horrid’ are to schoolgirls. Almost
every active verb in the English
language has been replaced by
“‘create.”” In vulgar usage it means
*build, appoint, select, elect, make,
nominate, erect, comstruct, insti-
tute, delegate,” and a thousand
more acts not one of which is any-
thing like the act of creation. Is
it not worth while to be more ac-
curate?

"

The Well Known Gem.
From the Chleago Heral
They sat looking at her en%lgmmt

tenderly

el euraed”

the sea but took no step until in

your friends admire t?" he

New York, Nov. 4—To the Editor of
The Journal—i note in your issue of
October 20 an - editorial under the
heading, ~The Peril of Matches,” In
which you maks forceful comments
upon the death of a 4-year-old child as
a consequence of playing with
matches,

This edlitorial interests us icu-
larly for two reasons. In the first
place, it {8 some days subsequent to
Fire Prevention day, and indicates
that The Journal is one of the papers
which is continuing this Iimportant
campalgn even after the immediate
“news value” of Flre Prevention day
has passed. In the second place, you
have adopted the very practical plan
of using an actual occurrenee to give
point to the doctrine of fire preven-
tion. WWa hope that you will continue
this policy, since there are few more
important subjecty that can find place
in a newspaper's columns,

W, E. MALLALIBU,
General Manager National Board of
Fire Underwriters,

Btandardizing Merchant Ships.
From Popular Mechanics,

England has drawn upon the United
Btates for many things since the out-
break of the war, and the import of
American munitions, ‘machlnery, and
raw materials has reached figures
that quite dwarf those of the most
active periods of peace time. Yet,
great as ars the flgures for these
physical articles of import, it seems
likely to be found, when a restorsd
peace glves men the time and tha per-
spective to welgh the ponderabls with
the imponderable, that the import of
American “ideas” wlll be adjudged to
have been a more potent factor in
British industrial mobilization than
American machinery and raw ma-
terials,

The remarkable British project for
bullding standardized ocean golng
steamships was decided upon, un-
doubtedly, after construction of this
character had actually been insugur-
ated in the United Statea in the course
of the present bullding boom in ocean
tonnags. The significant thing about
the British move is that, though they
are following an American plan and
an American lead, they are In a posl-
tion, and are undoubtedly resolved, to
carry out their pian on an incompar-
ably greater scale than it would be
possible to undertake it in America for
& good many years Lo come,

In defining standardized shipbuild-
ing one need go no further than to
say that it is carrying to freight-
steamer construction the same princi-
ple of interchangeable parts as has
been 80 successfully followed by
American manufacturers in the! turn-
ing out of practically all industrial
machinery, and notably automoblles.
In short, the plan contemplates thes
bullding of a steamer just as much to
a model as is8 done with a motor car.
This will have the effect not only of
cutting down the initial cost from 135
to 256 per cent, but also of saving sav-
eral hundred per cent in, the cost of
repairs and replacements, and, what Is
even of greater Importance, often days
and weeks of time. The following s a
brief outline of the scheme England is
nurrying to put into execution, as told
me recently by one of the directors of
the newly formed company which has
the great work in hand:

“We have an idea] sits for our first
yards on the River Wye, near the Bris-
tol channel, with g launching depth of
46 feet. Coal and iron are cheaper
heres than in any other part of Great
Britaln, Almost immediately we shall
begin work on slips for 10 ships of be-
tween 5000 and 95000 tons displacament
and of exactly the same model. Thesse
same slips will, however, be capable of
taking ‘types’ up to 12,000 toms or
mors, and the aggregate number of
them will be increased just as rapidly
as possibla Before very long the
keels of & Bscors or more ateamers
should have been laid down. The more
ships that can be built of absolutely
simllar size and design the better, but
provision will be made to the end that
transitlon from one size of ship to an-
other can be effected with the change
of a minimum number of standardiza-
tion units. That is to say, it will be
so arranged that there will be many
interchangeable parts between ships of
even as great disparity as 9000 and
15,000 toms. ™

Comfort in the Hermit Kingdom.
From the Christian H

“Of course, we are still far behind
America and Europe In matters ol
comfort,” concluded the official, with
what seemed to us gquite unnecessary
modesty. :

When the sun had fallen low enough
to be eclipsed now and then by the
crests of Intervening hills, a boy en-
tered and politely bowed a printed slip
to each passenger. On the slip, In
both Japaness and English, was the
happy legend, “Dinner s ready!”

We passed in to the dinner. Now,
it was certainly not so good as an
American dinner. But for infant Ja-
pan it was wonderful. Perfume of
flowers, sheen of electric lights, glint
of cul glass, the satisfaction of hav-
ing an electric bell at each table to
make neck-craning unnecessary, the
promptness of walters, the smooth-
ness and dispatch with which dinner
was gervell, the excellence of the din-
ner itself——
. *“It's too good to last,” was our only
fly in the ointment. *“Of course, Ja-
pan is modernized. But when we get
 to Korea and China e

We crossed to Korea on a splendid
threes-decked, 2000-ton steamer., Our

teroom was easily twice as large
and twice as pleasant as the state-
room we had occupied on our ship
across the Pacific. The voyage took
one night, -~

Next morning we disembarked et
Fusan, Korea, “land of the morning
calm,” and boarded, not a wheeibar-
row nor a cart, but a traln beside
which the Japanese tralns were poor
and cheap. The rallroads of Japan
are NArrow-gauge, owing to a mistake
in the early days of raliread building.
The rallroads of Korea are broad-
gauge, like those of America. If the
trains of Japan are fine, those of
Korea are finer. The car In which
we rods was the equal of any n
America. For the matter of that, it
was an American car. mawln
locomotive, bullt in phia,
whisked us through the green hills
and past the qualint thousand-year-cold
villages of Korea

made
recently with a new Danish fire-escape
at the main fire station of Charlotten-
burg, which is a suburb’of Berlin. The

-{bolted to the window

"preciated.

1 4

m can be secursd to any
window. An iron pla is securely
e or fast-
ened to the stonework. When a fire
breaks out the apparatus s swung
out of the window on the iron plate.
The entire weight is only about 22
pounds,

To escape from a burning bullding,
you first put on a leather belt and
slip a safety hook on the wire rope
of the apparatus into a ring on the
belt. Then you mount the windowslll,
swing oat the orane, and step Into
space. When you reach the ground,
you slip off the belt,

Unnecessary Hysterics.
From the San Francisco rcniele,

Reading the frantic exBortations to
“prepare” which are emanating in suen
profusion from the magnates of high
finance one is llkely to be really ter-
rified unt]l he gtops to think that after
all the business of the world is meraly
the agsregate of the efforts of eath
indlvidual to earn & living. And each
ons of us keeps pegging away at thas
and somehow contrives to get on, a
little more comfortably in each gcnar-
ation than in that {mmediately pre-
ceding. Ana thers 18 no reason Lo
Jdoubt that this will always be so0,

Bome of the addresses made at the
National Bankers' assoclation are posi-
tively hysterical. They indicate the
fear of the speakers that tha country
will go stralght to the demnition bow-
wows If every youth Is not trained
for soldlering, the industrial army put
into vigorous training, and we do not
all save rhore of our money.

Now, we certainly shail not save
more money if all that we can save
is diverted to the arts of war, or to
filJing the civil rervies with armices
of young men at good salaries to reyg-
ulate us In all our dally activities.

If governments will let the people
alone they will all manage somehow
to earn a rather better living than
thelr fathers were able to get, just
as has always happened from the be-
ginning of history.

The most poweirful influence on hu-
man action is the impulse to get tha
utmost farthing for whatever we have
to sell and pay as liitle as wWe can
for whatever we have to buy,

That §s an instinct which operates
powerfylly, universally and contini-
ourly. It survives when all other fm-
pulees fail. Just now |ts operation is
checked by iIntensa international hn-
treds whicl. pervade a great part of
tho world, Whila we hate intensely
we throw prudence to the winds,

But hate, llkas love, i{s & transient
passion, The desire to buy cheap an.d
sell dear persists,

And it will be the operation of this
universal instinet upon every living
individual throughout the world which
will bring to naught the devices tn
perpetuate and intensify intermational
hatred and obstruet Internatiopal
trade which are the output of tha
Paris and other economic confarcnces.

Obviously, the better we agres
among oursclves, eand the more wa
cooperates Instcal of quarreling, the
better off we shall be but that hnas
aiways been true, and natural eco-
nomlc forces will, as they always have,
Lp-rate to enable us to so pull to-
gether that each generation will be
more comifortables than any predeces-
BOr, .

When we consider our own situation
as compared with that of most other
people, it ought to be plain to all that
we have no occasion to throw fits,

The “Laughing Stock' Myth.
From thé—Chicage Herald.

Paitisan apeakers of high and low
degree are manifesting a nervous sen-
sitiveneas about European opinion. Op-
ponents of President Wilson simply
writhe with shame at the thought of
how FEurope despises and condemns
us, They tell us that the administra-
tion's course has made this country
the laughing stock of the nations.

Of all the home products intendad
strictly for domestic consumption thils
idea of European mirth and contempt
for the United States is easily the fore-
most. Even {f it were true it would
not present a grave lssue. We have
no control over the risible tendencies
of forelign nations. But we ars the
master of our own acts and attituds.
What principally concerns us is not
what somebody thinks of us, but what
in our heart of hearts we think of our-
selves. Not what some other nation
thinks we ought to do, but what we
Enow we ought to do.

Buat it {s not trus, After two years
and more of the bloodiest and most ex-
hausting conflict In history—when the
great nations are bleeding white and
the peoples are looking In wvain for
some evidence that the end is in elght
—Europs can apprecliate as nhever De-
fors the greatness of a country &t
peace and the wisdom that keeps her
disentangled from the comflict. - Never
doubt she does it. Now as never before
this country must seem to Europe,
awash in séas of blood, llke & great
rock and refuge.

Not for a nation to be laughed at did
Germany &gree to make her subma-
Tine campalgn conform to internatlonal
law and humanity. Not from a coun-
try contemptible the world's eyes
do British statesm welcome the sug-
gestion for a league to safeguard the
whole world's peace. Nobody is laugh-
ing at America except for political pus-
poses. The whole world envies her.

The Railroads and the Public,
From the Pittsburg Press. .

Varlous blg financial interests are
ehdwing slgns of nervousness over
tho determination of the 1,000,000 rail-
road employes who get nothing out of
the Adamson byl to demand that they,
too, be gliven some recognition, pref-
erably in the form of a wage advan=e
proportionate tp the advance in the
coet of living. This matter of the
high cost of living cuts in more di-
rections than one, and it is evidently
fear of action by the unorganized rai!-
road employes that moves Frank A.
Vanderlip, head of the biggest bank
in the country, to issue his appeal four
a fairer attitude of the public towa:d
the roads so that the latier may earn
“a reasonable return on the capital
invested.” Ivy Lee, press agent of
the reilroads, echoes Mr. Vanderlip s
sentiment,

Annual reports of 22 raflroad sys-
tems which have just been made pub-
lic show that after paying all interest
charges end regular dividends on their
pruferred stock, these roads, which
arg not selected but typical, earnad
11.87 per cent on their comunon stecic.
. When it i1s remembered that as a
rule the common stock does not rep-
resent the investment’of a single dJdol-
lar, but was to a large extent glven
as a bonus with preferred stock or
bonds, the burden of the tribute paid
by the American people to the rail-
road stockholders will be better ap-
Isn't the thing that |is
sotuwnlly neoeded not a falrer attitude
of the public toward the rallroads but
a fairer attitude of the rallroads to-
ward the public?

Tagore,
From the Detroit News.

The enthusiastic reception accorded
a play by Rabindranath Tagore in
Germany is neither a peace-proposal
to England nor a bid for the Hindn
vote, The Germans long ago adopted

. BMALL CHANGE

g Constantine may be doin

W if he eatg his Cpristmas Jaa
i Athens . -

'dln.n
- L J

An Ohio man spent in ons day a 3500
legacy, and 1s now e farm hand. And
the boob probably thinks it was worth it,

Only 42 days, and"the days will be
getung longer. But not warmer—
nang 1it!~not warmer,

Norway's  ships submarined in
bunches of flve. That's just like Dud-
L?t‘ll\é.:d 10 submarine votes in blocks

sust as Ukely as not Charles Evans
Hughes made & vow in nis youth that
Lo would never shave until Judge
Hughes was elected

It is said the new gquarter dollars
will bear the initlais eof thg engraver
Herman A  McNell, Those will -pel!
H. A ut the quarter itself won't
of it, to say nothing of the

resident,

buy much
“and.”

L] -

“Whatever else may be sald of Cap-
tain Koenlg, it cannot be denled that
he kept the Deutschland out of the
war,”” says the Ngw York American.
Ave aye sir; and {t is equally notable
ﬂg& he kept war out of ithe Deutsch-

The eastern “coal famine” might
help some agalnst the smoke nulsance.
However, those whose supply will be
cut off entirely through total lack of
the price never have encugh cocal to
raise much of a smudge at the best
of times.

OREGON SLWELIGHTS

A new wvault is to be installed In
ths basement of the postoffice bulld-
ing at Astoria, to provide storage rooni
tor public documents
struction of a new
there,

“Another fllustfatfon of the oft-re-
peated fact that Condon is boomln‘;
says the Globe, *"is found In_the
freight shipments to this city. Mon-
day w the biggest day in the his-
tory of the local ireight station, Two
hundred and seventeen freight bills
were handled in the business office at
the depot. Sunday's train bruufht in
seven carlogds of merchandise.'

Story, in Canyon Uity Eagle, of
"goor man's mine” in that vicinity:
“Jack Chambers picked up a _nice|
nugget on his placer tround adjoin-
ing town here this wee It weighed
about $20. He is piping on the ol
John :u:mgl ground and during the last
few days has plcked up a number of

feces of coarse gold, which leads him |
ta believe that ﬁ. is getting a good
run in his race.” |

-

Wallowa countv presents a radox
In ite lack of a county poor iarm or
even & county hospital whero Indigent
sick may be treated. And stranger
still, its more than 10,000 po ulntlml|
has occasioned but two demunds with-
fn the last cight years for a county |
poor farm, according to one of tha|
county officials. In this regard as In
several others, this county, the Joseph

Herald asserts, is probably without a)

parallel anywhere. i

CLOSE FINISHES RARE IN ELECTIONS

[in an editorial !a itz jssus of November
4 the Boston Globe etsayed to assess the
presidential campaign In its most striking
sepects, Lo eo the eve of-siectlon silua-
ton with those previous presidentisl years,
and tg estimate the composite temperament
ol the electurate, 'Thils article, which i» bere
reproduced, npossesses a sutalned loterest In
view of the disclosnres of election dny and
the delicate balance by which the floality
will be determined.)

Mr. Hughes has finished his travel-
ing as a presidential candidate, e
has visited 83 states and covered 18,-
000 miles. He has been on the road
two and a half months. Jis has fought
such a fight s Bryan put up in the
days when he was in the full vigor of
youth, 5

Tha president makes his final cam-
paign speech today. He has not been
so far as Mr. Hughes and has not
spoken o often, but he has been a
fairly astive campalgner for a presl-
dent seeking reel.r»ctlnn.

Poth candidates and country realize
that the clection is close. For more
than 20 years no contest for the pres-
ldency has found the country on the
Saturday before election in such gen-
uina doubt am to the result.

In 1912 the factional fight in the Re-
publican ranks was 80 intense that the
adherents of the old, typified by Mr,
Taft, and of the new, led by Mr.
Roosevelt, did not care that Mr. Wil-
s0n was to be elected, Yet they knew
it before election day. Four years pre-
vious Bryan was beaten before the vot-
ing began. In the campaign which
Parket attempted against Roosevelt,
even Parker knew by tha middle of Oc-
tober that there weaa littls chance of
his success,

When McKinley and Bryan fought it
out the result was not doubtful when
tha speech-making was conecluded, al-
though in the first of his campaigns
Bryan was considered menacing until
his “wave" In tha east began to re-
cede, about three weeks before elec-
tion.

- -

TWa must go back to the days of
Cleveland to find a national contest
waged like this campaign, right up to
the last minute, with abundant confl-
dence on boih sides. Although Cleve-
land polled 98,017 more of the popular
vote than Harrison in 1888, Harrison
became president. Up to the dawn of
election day no one had a right to be
certaln how the t}ay_would issue.

Had less than 600 votes in New York
state been given to Blaina instead of
to Cleveland, Blaine would have been
one of our presidents, The electoral
college shownd 219 votes for Cleveland
to 182 for Blaine. At that time New
York had 86 electoral votes. Cleve-
land nosed out Blaine in New York by
a plurality of less than 11560. If more
than half of these had gone the other
way the 868 votes of New York would
have been added to Blaine's electors

and he would have triumphed. Gen-
gral Butler running in his campaign
took enough votes fromn Blalne Lo causae
his defeat.

- -

Those wera the dnys of close na-
tional contests. New York had given
tha election ta Garfleld over Han-
eock tn 1880, The winner's margin was
21,000 in A total state vote of over 1,-
000,000,
had done her best for her favorite son,
Tilden, only to have the election taken
from him by the extra-constitutfonal
electoral commission, which Jecided in
favor of Hayes, who, llke Benjamin
Harrison, was second man on the pop-
ular count,

- -
The tendency of the present inten-

is Lo dwarf state issues throughout the
country, For more than I0 years no
election has been contested as the
{gsue has been this year up to the very

president {8 considered sure of Lhe
election his epponents, although liope-
less of the White IHouse, try to keep
up tha fight to the end for the sake of
preserving the parly organization and
of electing state candidates. In suych
cases emphasis has besn placad upon
eandldates for governor. This year few
people throughout the ecountry have
any interest in the vota for governor
outside of thelr own etate, and such
has been the activily of the national
campalgn that many of the contest-
ants for the governorship in various
states have been almost Ignored by the
attention of the voters in thelr own
states,

For the first time in our history ths
election of senators Ly the people has
colncided with a presidential ecam-
paign. This also has liad the effoct of
detracting from tne Intercst in the
cholce of & governor. Volers are sel-
dom able to carry three important is-
sues in thelr heads at the same llme,
and after they have decided between
Wilson and Hughes and picked their
chojce for the senate, they have little
energy left to turn in the direction of
a governor of the state. The suspense
over the next occupant of tha Whits
House and the necassity for attending
to the senate membersghip has had the
effect of distracting people from local
questions, though such matters are of
extreme lmportuleo.

' -

Voters have made up thelr minds
a8 to the man each wishes to see at
the head of the nation. They wlll not
be changed at the last minute, but the
country is puzzled about the resuit, for
the issues are many and complex, and
a large portion of the voters have kept
thelr own counsel as to whom they
prefer. The Interest in the electlon
will not flag until enough of the re-
turns from the doubtful states have
come In to eettle the closest natignal
election In years.

native of a country ruled by England,
he has never done anything for which
he should be strafed by Germany,
Tagores {s inoffensive., His writings
breathe a spirit foreign alike to Eng-
land and to Germany, the spirit of a
world far removed from this planet of
strife, Thers s
about his work, nothing that suggests
boundaries separating divisions of the
human race. Neither war with guns
nor war with tariffs figures in his
policy. He does not wish the sun
blotted out, nor does he want God to
punish anyvbody, He I8 more con-
cerned with the beauty of the flowers
of the fleld than with the fall of
Lemberg. It matters little to him
whether Constantinople belongs to the
Turk, to the Russ, or to all the powers
of Europe in -league to defend It
against any antagonist, is the
one famous man living In British
territory who {s not a British partisan,
Shakespeare did not hate the people
who are now under Teuton rule. He
even presented Bohemia with a sea-
coast, an {maginary strip of littoral
for which she has never had to right.
On the other hand, he did send barbed
shafts against the French. Yet If he
were living today, who doubts that he
would be less a BEriton than H, G.
Wella? TYet that cuts no figuke with
the Germans, They adopted him more
than a century ago, Tagore, however,
Is not English, There Is no inconsists
ency !n the applause which greets the
presentations of RJis work in Germany,

The Back-to-Nature Stunt,
From the Pittsburg Leader,

The back-to-nature experiments
about which the public are entertalned
in verbal recital every now and again,
one at present In the Malne woods,
strike the common man something
like ghe trip into the arctio fce flelds
in search of the north pole. Suppose
they do what they say they Intend to
do, what's the use, what's the soclal
velne of tha experiment? There may
be merit and value somewhere, but the
averageman and woman have not
been able to see them,

Suppose some man and some woman
do live for & month or two months |n
some forest depending entirely upon
their own hands for their living and
protection—what of {t?7 What differ-
ence does it make? What has been
gained? What has the experiment
proven that is worth knowing?

If these men and women want to
prove that men and women can live
with very little to_eat, the proof Is
unnecessary, ty departments
of all large cities can tell them more

| about that than they ever can learn in

the Maine woods, If they want to
show how little clothing men and
women neéed for actual bodlly cover-
ing, that ‘s wasted time and effort,
too, A few minutes’ walk through the
congested districts in any big elty will
give more pointers about the mini-
mum of clothes than can be learned
in the Maine woods in a lifetime.

Do they mean Lo prove that men and

nothing mnational |

1g | ject 'Iq_olﬂt'y

women, and even littla children, still
mere babes, make thelr own llving
with their imndx at harder service
than these experimenters in the for-
ests of old Maine. It may be a happy
“stunt,” like the old fad of “slum-
ming,” but It leads to nothing that
anybody needs to know.

Gramophones in the Trenches.
From Londan Answers,

Tommy Atkinse has his orchestra
right v In the *“front line” trenches.
' Ha hears tne very latest tunes from
dear old Blighty—on & gramophonel

Gramophone records have played a
large part in the history of this war.
It's a widaly known fact that muslo
and warfare have always marched
together, But this is the first war
wherein the gramophone has taken a
big share in keeping up the apirits
end cheeriness of the fighting men.
In the trenches or on the sea, wher-
ever the fightilng man betakes him-
self and his belongings, the gramo-
. phona goes along.

Many popular stars have “sung™ un-
der shell fire. Clarice Mayne had a
letter from an unknown officer talling
her that she had calmly continued to
fnform them she was "“A Good Little
@irl" during a heavy and unexpected
bombardment,

Miss Florence Emithson heard that
while she was singing the “Plipes of
Pan” in a dugout somewhere in Fland-
ers & stray piece of shrapnel had the
bad taste to descend on ths record—
plunk!—splitting It in half, to the
great distress of the owners of that
grgmophone, They asked Miss Bmitn-
soh for a new record, which reached
them as soon &s the post could car-

t.
ry(i’eorgo Robey gots dozens of letters
from soldiers and sallors, describing
the weird adventures of his “records”
and the narrow escapes undergons by
both recoris and audience, who are
apt to forget there's a war on when

 listening to “good old ‘George” while

he announces that “what was there

was good.’

Standards in Honesty.
From the Springfield Eepublican,
No wonder that the collector in
Cleveland who pald $200,000 In New
York for a tapestry presented by the
French king to the emperor of Chirs
in 1766, and looted from the palace In
Peking at the time of the over-
throw of the Manchu dynasty, desires
to keep his name secret, It i{s after
the fashion of handling stolem goods
from time immemorial. “The heathen
Chinee,” as Bret Harte called him, will
know just what to think the
transaction, for honesty in buying and
selling has been accounted a Chinese
trait highly valued from days that go
far back of our western civilization.

Prefer It Light.

F the Loulsyille Courier.
4 1hets 1o of ey Getaad was
‘want to know anyone sbould ob-
bread being un
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Why Jim Was for Wilson,
THJB happened before electian, but
here's the story just the same.

J. E. Davidson has a young son, Jim,
who, like his father, has been a
staunch supporter of Hughes, but there
weére some policles advocated by Wil-
son which particularly attracted him.
Jim is going to "dancin' school,”
along with his little sisters, much to
his disgust. It-is almost an impos-
sibility to get him (o go anywhere
near the place, and last week when he
returned he told father that unless
they refrained from sending him ro
dancing school he would change his ul-
legiance from Hughes to Wilson,

“"HBut why? asked Mr. Davidson,

“Well, Wiison belleves in child
bor laws, and dancin' school la
worst kiud of labor.”

The Alumni OQught to Pungle.

Consldering Ita growing Impertance
a8 an educational institutlon, Virgil’
Vumnm suggesis that a campailgn be
slarted (o ruise s fund for the pur-

chase of m slghtly campuy for the slea-
| terul college.

Tall Lights for Maud.

i Ludicrous as it may seem, neceawity
{has demmnded that a Los Angeles
1drm'ur equip his mules with tall lights,
says Popular Mechanies. Without be-
Ing facetious, it may not be amisd to
polut out that the devices ha employs
ara literally the first real tail lghis
ever usel, Some time ago when & num-
ber of tha man's mules were being
jdriven along & MMghway at night, a
molor car plunged into the drove with
disastrous results. This cauxed Lhe
dealer to resort to the warnlng lights
80 as to avold slrullar accidonts in the
future. The devices, which are iden-
tigal Lo those used on mmany bleyveles,
are atrapped Lo tho mules' talls,. When
the glare from thes lwinpx of a molor
car strikes them, beams of ruby lght
are reflected. luncidentaliy, If & mula
(swings his tall, the warning slgnal be-
jcomes al]l the mors noticeable.

la-
the

1

| Botanical Treachery,

“Heard abuut the kaln alligalor
| pear trea?’ asks the soclely edlitor . f
the l.oa Angeles 'T"Mmes, wlio thenra
proceeds to give Lbe answer. "A year
or two ago Il was duly installed with
proper ceremony In the center position
{of thelr garden of Edon. They wrappod
it up in rich furs when 1t waa cold,
|fanned It with electric fans when &
heat wave was on, codd!ed It luxurl-
ously at all tlmes Aand gave reception
parties to witness {ts amazing growth.
{It has just borne frult for the flrst
|time—three modest little olives. Alus
| for horticultural treachory It won't
jeven get a smudgo guot thls ycar,”

Might lave Been Lots Worse,

One of the clerlin At a weather bu-
reau topk unto himself o wife, says the
Philadelphia Ledger, nnd It has been
his endeavor to lutcrest ler In his
wierk at the offica.
{  The other evening on coming homae
he gaid: It was a terrilile slorm that
swept through Jersey. The wind blew
U0 miles an hour for 30 minutes."

“Well, dearie,” rald the wife, anxlous
to show an intelligent Interest In tha
matter, “it's lucky, fen't I, that [t
blew only half an hour?”

Wiy 7

“Well, 0 miles Isn't nearly so bad”

Hep to the rmmortal Bard,

“Do you know,” she simpered, “you
ars the first real actor I ever met. It
must be extremely {nteresting to act
the parts created by the master dram-
atists like Shakespeare and——""

“Now, you're talkin’, ki1d,” he braka
in. “1 just eat that Ehakespeare stuff
allve, Why, 1 pluyed i Bhakespeare s
‘Kast Lynne' for two whole seasons,
and part of the time 1 doubled in
brass.”

Appearances Are Deceitful

“Beveral have joked me)” says Edl-
tor Ham Kautzman in the Houlton
Herald of date a few Jdays before the
election, "for playing with the band
for & Hughes rally, and asked If I had
joined the g. o. p. paity. Well nit, but
I always made it a polnt Lo Bamarl-
tanize the wenk and crippled. [ rode
wi!th Father Hampaton fn his auto last
week, Now maybs some one will ask
if I had jolned the Catholio church”

A Tonsorial Artst Rebuked.

Halloween night passed off very
peacefully comparcd with other years,
gays the Lakoview Examiner, A few
wogons were mscattered wmround town
and Harb Gentry had a gna slgn out
in front of his barber shop, otherwise
no damege was done,

A Tale of Two Piggies.

This In the story of twe little shonts,
Peddled to Lielp get Charlin votes,
"Tis sad that two piggles thelr lives should

-

8> that l..hclr mistress might alf hey viewn
But, plggles, you shall not have died for
na

1t your mistress accomplished the end sbe

songht—
And 1 n:i‘nk she 4id, if 1 rightly gange,
For she got her name on the very fromti page,
With Jong quotations from her tirade,
And plctures of her In the big R-rula.
You're gone, but the mem'ry will long remaln,
Of your mistress’ *'Vole for Hughes'' campalgn,
The bour of glory has came and went, "
And the price of the piggles has long been
5 f

L
But rhl‘;;nnr the clippinge she'll hive to show
To the nelgbbors when back to the ranch abe'll

go.
She dido’'t say much that was wise, I'm afrald,
Bu.t “2 spread more aslang and laughs than

Ade.
She hnd “hard times' tales, and othar “‘news."
But the mist of it all was
Times must be bard they ore,
And nla't she a-drivin’ ber last year's eir?
And then she would wave her arms and roar, .
And shriek and soream ‘cause we're out of war.
And the nerve of that ' “’“J'
Grantin’ laborin' men An t-hour day!
Get hltm out o' the White LHouse, guick, you
nDow,
Or he'll give the common folks a show.
And that wicked child labor law he made!
should sure be flayed;

snt shriek of the eall for “‘votes,”
hr'!.np mem'rles of ‘'two litte

And I'm sure those piggies would laugh alond
Could !hq‘w mistress harangus the
crowd.

But, ah, poor piggies, 1t's all too plaln,

That you were suerificed in valn.

The logle of Jungs doesn't earry welght,

And clieap, slangy sarcasm is oot of date.
Aund if Wilson's to Llame for the last year's
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Uncle Jeff Bnow Bayss

The hardest job of education I ever

seen was old Deacon Jespard with two

grandsons trying’ to make ‘em bliave

they had saw the circus when they saw

the parade down to Portland las’ sum-

mer. He was a complete fallure, and

the congregation wguld have disel-

plined him only most of the oldér ones

deacon siys a circus

, Yes at one time or ‘nu

had been more or less in the same fix



