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VERDUN AND THE ALLIED OFFENSIVE
THE OPINION OF A MILITARY EXPERT

WAR ZON

BSERVATIONS

INDIA INTENSELY LOYAL TO BRITAIN
FRANCE WILL BE TOO POOR TO BUY

"

DISLOYALTY (
EXISTS WHOLLY N
MINDS OF GERMANS

Record of Devotion
to Ruling Country Is Shown
by People of Dependency.

FINDIA

Ll

NOBLES GIVE FORTUNES

|
Money and Jewelry to Bay Nothing
of Men Bhowered Upon England
to Help in Great War.

’
By Wilhur 8, Forrest.

loondon, June 17.—i1' P —""Ger-
many miscaleulated India’s loyvalty 1o
Great Britaln, The wish was father|
to Lie thouxht, Indla Is loval to thel
backbnne |

“Indin's regiments have fr-ll::“T !Il-
ivery FBritish theatre of war
soldlers  have won  fiy hnrlt1
crosses, U5 military crnw-u and mnny
other  distinetions, Many of  hep
princes sand nobles have offered thelr
wealth  and  Services. A record  of
thera gifts would form a bhuodget of|
papern 10 inehes thick. Tndia I8 al
Birength and not a weakness™

Jomaph Austeny (Chamherlain, secre-
tary of stata for India, and =in of
the late famous Joseph Chamberlain,
made this statement to the 1'nited
Fress today

"The population of India is 320.000,-
Nifidh Amang that enoarmous niniher
there are paturally some whno are dis-
enntented and even a few who are vio-
Tently Inimleal Lo governmeont

“IMrectly the wur hroke out the
rulere of tlie Indlan native =atptes
Inok the lead In asserting their en-
thusianmt lovalty 1o the king-em
feror

“Numbering nearlvy 700 altngether,
they, with <one accord, rallied to 1ha
defence af 1the emplre aml offered
their perannal services and the re-
gonireen of thelr states

“"Frngland wsolleited nothing Tl
Rifts wera voliuntary Among manv
princes and nohles who voalunteered
for service was the veteran Sir Per-
tah Singh, whn despite hix 50 vears,
spent many months in the 1rrnf-he-—
in Flanders

"Twentv-seven of the lnrge statoes
which malntain properly trained un*l
equlpped troops for Imperinl service,
placed thesma at t)ia dlspoxal of the
government, Other  chiefs uff‘ﬂ:r-l
large siimu nf money,

“Three ntates offered ramels and
drivers. One chierf, In addition to his
troops, offered his private jewelry.

Large contrihutions were made to the
patriotinc funds.

“"Outslila Indla altogether,
pal government placed the whola of
ita millitary resources at the disporal
of the British government. Thea Dalal
TLama, of Tibet, onffered 1000 troops
and states that Innumerable T,amas,
all over Tihet, were offering up
prayers for the msuccess of the Brit-
ish armes.

“The rviceray recelved thousands of
telegrams  and letters from every
auarter expressing loyally and a de-
rire to ansist They rame from all
manner of different assocliations, re-
liglous and politieal; all  different
(reads and conntless numbers of In-
dividuals offering their resources or
personal services

“India, Ingtead of belng a eanuse for
anxlety, has heen a suhstantial help
toy the emplire In time of need, Shi
#¢nt trnop= tn the battle of Ypres in
those eritlesl davs whep the
muns were striving tn rearch

“She has also sent troops to
CGallipnll, East Africa Mesopatamia,
Porsin and Thina No less than 21
regimienixs af Inidlan eavalry and KA
battallons of Ivdign Infantry, in ad-
dition tn the troops placed at the
diuposal of 1he goavernment by Lhe

THI-'. rerman attack upon tha Ver-

dun sector of the French front has
whole period of the second Napoleonie

already lasted longer than the
eplsoda, from the departure from Elba

tha Ne-

(}er-
TCalals,
Egvpt,

to tha final abhdleation ofter Water-
lno, Notwithstanding this fart, It must
ha salid that from the military point

of view the purposs of the German at-
tack remalns hidden

It has not been possible at any time

glncas the flrst phase of tne attack
ended with the cnecking of the Ger-
mans on tha DNouaumont Plateaun and
befora Le Mort Homme and HIiil 304
to find any satlsfuctory military rea-
son Yor {ts continuation,

Conceivably, probably, the German
losses have been less than the reports
have made them out to be, tha reports
from Paris am! London, prabably the
French lnsses have been Rroater than
thie same reparts have conceded, but
it it vileal rtalnty that the
(dmrman have much excesded
the I"'rench and that the proportion has

IS LR e

Lo

been not jess than 3 to 2: that is, if
the Germans have lost §00,000 men in
thelp attacks, and this 18 a moderate
estimate, the French loss is not less
than 200,000,

Bu~ for the 300,000 men the Germans
hava next to nothing to show, and
there s nothing in the positions that
they are now attacking which explains
thelr persistence 1If the Germans were
able tu sweep the Frenrh bhack across
the Meuse, If they were abls to occupy
all tne hills of the Meuse east of the

tiver, they would still have made
real! progress toward Paris, and they
wauld be confronted by a task even
more difficult than that which has
held them for more than thresa months
and roust them great and unprofitable
lossen,

We are then forced to believe, and
to this bellef practically every writer

no

on military affalre 1n France, in Brit-
ain and In the U'nited States has come,
that the Germats are elther endeav-
oring to archieve through thelr attack

upon the Verdun sector a military ob-
Ject which lies outside the present
field of operations or else that they
aro operating for reasofs that affect
the political situation elther in Ger-
many or in France,

The Military Aspect.

Wearly two months ago, on my re-
turn from Paris, I outlined the polit-
ical reasons which are based on the
German bellef that France (s ex-
hausted and almost ready to accept a
seDarale peace,

But the military aspect is even more
interesting. We have all assumed that
some time this year the Allles were
to break out In a general offensive, a
concentrio attack upon the Central

rulers of the Indian native states

have been flghting the batlles of the
empire far beyond the Indlan bor-
ders.”

_— ———— A

Turkish Forces Are
Being Reorganized

Thres New Army Corps Have Baen
Bent to OCaucasus and Bagdag Is
Being Heavily Reinforced.

Constantinople, June 17.-—t1. N R
—The romparative quiet on tha bhattle-
frants in Asia Minor reports that a
complets reorgantization of the Turkish
forces has taken place and thar all
lines have been sgirengthened
new ATMY corps nave hean
the l‘.l‘l\"-l.ﬂ"-l' il”'! the general
Etaff has taken extensive measures tn
protect Bagdad against a Hussiun drive
from the north and northeast, Among
the Turkish forcea on this front are
several German and Austro-Hungarian
artiliery regiments

On the front in Armenia the Turks
are .about to begin an offensive of
lnrge dimensions and It s expected
that the Russiaon, whose progress has
been stopped, will soon be driven be-
lind Krzerum again,

The “Tun!n.” one of the organs of
the government, ciatms that Turkey

now has 1,200,000 men on the Cautasus
front

Tlires
Eent to

Roumamans Protest
Against Treaties

Pro-Russian Party Is Resuming Ef-
forts to Get Country Into War omn
Bide of Allles; Agitators Arrestad.
Bucharest, June 17.—([. N. 8.

Within the last few wesks the pro-

Russian party has resumed Its efforts

to bring Roumania Intb the war on

the side of the allles. Many mass
meetings have been held to protest
agalnst the commercial treaties with

Germany and Austria-Hungary. In

saverdl e¢jties theze demonstrations leid

to serlous disorder
The agitation is assuming such dan-

Eerous proportions that the govern-

ment has found {tself compellied to arr.“

About 100 of ths pro-Russian agitators

have been arrested. Some of tnem ad-

tnitted they were in the pay of Russia,

Monument Unveiled
To Admiral von Spee

) —

Prince Henry of Prussia Officiated at
Ceremonies; Kaiser Bends Message
to Widow of German Naval Hero,
Rerlin, June 17.—(I, N. 8)—In the

presenice of many of the highest offi-
cers of the German army and navy,

|

PO PR S S

lance

armies,
Below, left to right—Sir William Robertson,
ess de T'Serclaes, the baron and Miss Chisholm on their, arrival in Lo
as the heroines of Pervyse.

service, being known

chief

of the Briuish staff,

?*'-_3--. D iy, I

- 'f_.""ii b =

—Phatos by International Fllm Service.
Above, left to right—French forces hauling heavy field pieces into place for the fortification of their position in Saloniki in anticipation of an attack by the Teutonic
The British cruiser Hampshire, sunk off the Orkney Islands June 5, with Lord Kitchener and members of his staff aboard.
whose responsibilities become the greater because of the death of Lord Kitchener.

The Baron-

n«.lon after 19 months at the front, where the women distinguished themselves in the ambu-

Kiel to the

sent the

auring

befors my
devotion to du
by you,
tory and they
hearts of the
members of

Prince Henry of Prussia unveiled the
monument which has been erectaed
memory of Admiral Count
r\'on Spee, commander of the German
squadron destroyed by the British fleet
near the Falkland islands
following telegram
wldow of the admiral,

in the battle w

"l cannot let
monument dedlcated to the memory
your herole husband pass without as-
yvou agaln
miral and his sons will until desth, be
ever as shining examples of

dear countess, belong to his-

thought be your proud consolation.”

in

The kaiser
to the
who was kllled
ith two of his sons:

b J 2
the unveiling of iha

1
the Farls,

ol
tarhe,
cost
recelved

that the brave ad-

ty. The loved ones lost

many,
wlill llve forever In the|&d in
German people and the
my navy. May this

Spenrcer (Coshy,

orders
make a trip to rertain prisen camps to
Investigate complalnts

Colonel Finds Out
About German Gas

Zeal of American Military Attache Cost
Him His Volos for Three Days After
Bmelling Battle,

17.—Tha zeal of Colonel
American military at-

In Taris as a military observer,
him his v

olee for three days.

from Washington

He

to

made by Ger-

but on the same day he succeed-
obtalnin
asphxviating gas,
after for a long

Colonel Cosby opened the bottla and

of German
which he had. been
time,

g a sample

took a sniff at the gas to see {f It was
a3 really powerful as reported. As n
result, ha was unable to speak for three
Aays, except in & very hoarse whisper.

All Inhabitants of
Poland Photographed

e e oy

Warsaw, Juna 17.— (1. N, B.)—A Ger-
man photographer of FHRreslau some
time agn received an arder to pho-

tograph the c¢ntire population of Po-
land. as the photographs are neressary
for tha passports granted to the In-
habitants of the occupled distPficts.
The gigantie work is now weil un-
der way and already more than 3,000,-
000 mnegatives have been made, Sev-
eral hundred ass!stants of the photog-

réapher are traveling from town 10
town and from village to village
“MmMugging” everybody. In tha main
studlo at Kalish over in0 men and

women are busy developlng the platcs
and films and making prints,

Orthodox Jews and Polish
both have a great aversion Lo belng
photographed and the camera n«g
meet with murh opposition. They are
accompanied by =oldlers and police-
men The contranctor hopas to com-
plete his job by July 1,

H Austrian Generals
Forced From Service

June 17.—{¥. N, B,)—The Vi-
of the Bund re-

peasants

Berne,
enna correspondent

ports  that five Austro-Hungarian
generals have recently heen removed
from their commands and retired on
lalf pay. beecausa they falled to carry
nut operations entrusted to them., Tha
names of the disgraced and punishad
drmy leadors are kepl mecret, but ona
of them |s mald to ba Field Marshal
Vietor Dankl, who won great fame
diuring the campalgn in Gallcla and
I'oland, )

General von Koevess,
of weslern Serbia,

the conqueror
Montenegro and Al-

bania, has been absent from tha
front for some time, but it s denled
that he is one of tha five removed

commuanders,

Tha electric furnace {s being used In
Bweden to reflne hy a secret process
chromium ores hrought from Bouth

Africa and New Caledonia,

POVERTY T0 PREVENT
RAPID REBUILDING 1S
CLAIM OF FRENCHMAN

ldea That Enormous Quanti-
ties of Material Will Be De-
manded Declared Wrong,

MUST EARN MONEY FIRST .

Long Years Are Expected to Inter-
vene Before Fine Buildings Are
Restored.

By Frederick Palmer.

Britlsh Headjuarters, France, June
1T—itl, N. % 1--The {dlea that andre
mous quantities of materin]l will be

immedlately In demnand

destroyed sections of

rebulld the
France and Bels

lo

glum once preace comes seems miss-
taken.

“Wu shall not ba able to buy many
things until we have wsometMng to
Fell which will bring (s money to
buy with,” suld & citlzen of Ypres
the most ruined of cltles, whose
wreckage Is still pounded by shplls,

When the refugee returne to his
riulned villages o1 10 in tha fight-
ing zone liim first obdect Wil] be &
roof aver lits head bhefora he sets out
to reclalm acres that have grown up
to weedn and nre pockmarked with
hell haoles: or. If he Is in business
he will want any Kind of temporary
premises on the site of his old place
of business, which he wlill ocoupy
becanse it I= Liis nand there his old
customers will expert to find him.

The simple wooden honses which
the allled army has hullt for rest
campe for the soldlers when out of
the trenches will g ome sguatter
rettlements Only less amazing than
the amount of material which the
army will leave hehind bhecause It s
not worth transporting back to Eng-
land will te the use the thrifty
French and Belglans will make of it

For., up to the very moment of
peacve, whether It comes thie year or
five vears hence, the arfiiy must have
ample materin) i1 regerve for ocon-
tinulng the war Lumber, wooden
gupports for harbed wire, timbering
for the trenctesn and dugounts, all will
be adapled tao thelr necessities by Im-
poverished peopla who lhiave suffered
from the loxs of property and ens,
forred |Adleness

Any finds they have saved will be
necderd for timmediate rapital te buy
riorks of goods ar farm implements
and animnals It will he many years
beform permanent huolidinaes will take
the place of temporary shelters,

Hoard of Gdld_ﬁrings
Two Year Sentence

Bavarian Miser Found to Have §17,000
Widden on Farm After Government
Had Ordered It Exchanged.

Munich, June 17.—(1. N. B.)—For
Hiding & Jarge amount of gold Johann
Achenbach, a rivh Bavarlan farmer,
has been mentenced tn two years' (me-
prisonment hy the mllitary court of
Aschaffenburg

At the begliuning of the war the
farmer, who had long peen known as

A miser and alwayn keg
money In hls house, ha
trust the banks,

lurge sums of
nure he dld not
burled §$17.000 in 16
and 20 mark gold pleces Ha [gnored
the order of the government undar
whirh all eltizens had to turn over the
gnld In their possession to the Relchs-
hank and recelva bank notes In ex-
change Recently he mientionad his
hoard whila talking with a neighbor
and his arrest followed

ED OFFENSIVE IN ANAL

YSIS By FranK H. Simonds

Powers, made on all fronts simul-
taneously. Thea conferenres of the
Allles in Paris have all been reported
as riscussions of a combined military
effort. Such an effort must recall to
Amerlrans the straegy of drant, when
last he took nand of all the
northern armles,

I'ntil Grant cama tha south, enloying
Interlor lines, precisely as ghe Central

At von

Powers do, had been abl¥ to move
troops, notably ILongstreets corps,
from ona front to the other, becausa

the northern attacks were never com-
bined and there was generally a lull
along tne I'otomarc when there wus ac-
tivity on the Mississippi or the Ten-
nessee. But Grant resolved to attack
on all fronts, and with Sherman and
Thomas he launched the general of-
fensiva under which the south first
stagrRered and then collapsed.

Now we have veen informed by the
allied press from time to time toat
the next attark of the allies will be on
all fronts, that Russla will strike in
the ea=t, France and Great Britaln in
the west, Italy in tha routh, and that,
in nddition, there will he an attack by
the allled army that has becn assem-
bled In Saloniki. It is possible that
tiermany with her allies would be able
to repulsa such a ombined attack, but
It is equally clear that to do it she
would have to assemble great armies
on all fronts, becanise shea would be
unahle to move troops from one front
to tha other.

But It Is certain that the Central
Powers now have fewer troops in the
field than thefr opponents; it is also
cartaln that they have smaller re-
serves behind them, It is not necessary
to accept the extreme estimates of
German attrition, but it {s falr to ac-
cept the fact that superior population,
wealth and reserves have long ago
given to the allles the permanent ad-
vantage in numbers in the fleld. It is
doubtful if Austria can now put mors
troops In the field than Italy; It is cer-
tain that Germany can no longer match
man for man with Britaln, Russia and
France combined, even with the Turk-
ish ald, which is not considerable.

German Strategy.

Buch a concentric attack as the allfes
have planned would them be fraught
with very roal danger for the Central
Powers. It might fail, but if it could
be prevented such prevention would be
wise strategy. Now, it will be noted In
all that thelir critics say In the recent
days that the Germans assert they
have prevented this general and simul-
taneous offensive. Not only this, but
they assert that they have prevented it
by their Verdun operation. This as-
sertion the allies meet with a general
denial

been correctly
general attack

on Russla—as

Ereat presasure

shall

For example,

=lve when

not move
closed,
allles were to
Russia would
while the

Eame,
chance

e Russian to

because it is a
man attack on

whole French

time the Fren
which was in

But it is clear that the real purpose
of German strategy, If the =igns have

of thelr own—Ilike last

possible (for they have gttempted no
such blow) but rather by exerting such

front as to provoke the allies at other
points into a premature attack, which
not be general,
can be defeated in detall,

A& counter-offensive, by the British in

they
they began thelir attack on Verdun at
precisely the time when Russia could
because
the supply of munitions

not come and thers was no chance that

If by ettacking the French the Brit-
ish could be drawn Into an offensive
Russlans were out of the
Germany
of repulsing the British and
breaking up the whole allied plan, and
she could temporarily transfer from

gvlaionl of troops.
France Declines.
80 far we are on fairly safe ground,

ish did offer to counter-attack, if the
French desired:

Halg to take over the Arras sector of
the French front,

put in reserve behind Verdun. This the
British, of course, promptly did. Mean-

the Verdun sector.
The German attack-upon Verdun was

brought
Ga}’!
dying down of

tn a
read, is to prevent the
not by so great a bhlow
vear's attark
to make an attack im-

and still

loss, although
on one gRection of the
i the Vaux
no sign of Bri
Husslans,

munition,

but local, and
for

suppose that the conse-

quence of the firast and very successful | operations in
drive of the Germans in the Verdun |Ssible. .
seclor had resulted in a demonstratlon, Bince that

attacked Verdun, but

Archangel was
the

send in the spring had

be a serious menace.

had the maximum

But France
endure a very

the western front many ened to carry

fact that when the Ger-

strategy.
Verdun began the Brit-

side it is falr

Instead Joffre asked

pected of her
thus releasihg a

army, which could be|last winter.

ch took FPetain's army,
reserve, and put it in

be as

of March,
siderable period.
more

early davs of April
any profit whatever and entailed some

tish activity.

they

time
more violent phases,

enduring another,

general offensive

rfead halt in the early
there was a gradual
the activity over a con-

Then came & nDew
violent phase in the
This was without

naothing 1lke the loss of

the last days of the previous fightlng
district,

Still there was
Ag for the
were still without am-

Archangel was not vet

open, also the weather conditions made

the east almost Impos-
wa have had two
That in May was

Arotls and Flanders, such an attack|without any real value, but fn the re-
would have used up much of the ac-|cent days thete has been what the
cumulation of ammunition, It would | French describe as the most violent
hive resulted in great casuvalities, and |of all the attacks, and there has been
it would very probably have removed lan immaterial but notiveable recession
Britain from the line for the rest of|on the part of the French lines west of
the year—that {s, for offensive pur-|the Meuse, followed by new assaults
poses. in the Vaux district,

Apparently, moreover, this is exactly Meantime there has bhroken out &
what the Germans expected to do, be-| very severe Austrian attack upen the
rause wa have the very complete state- | Itallans, which rclosely resembles the
ment made by British ohservers thatlattack upon Verdun, has resulted in
at the moment when the Verdun attack | even more considerable galns to the
began the Germanz had concentrated | assallant and does not seem to have
huge reserves oppoeite the British|been brought to a permanent halt as
lines, reserves out of all relatinn to|ye1. So far as one can judge exactly,
the situation as it existed, if no allled | the mame purpose underlies this at-
attack was to be expected The Ger-:tzck, Italy Is to ba subjected to pres-
mans were reauy for a Britlsh offen- | sure, conceivably with the hopa of deal-

ing her & decisive blow, but moere like-
ly to drive her to appeal to her allies
for aid and thus induce a partial and
premature atlack on tha western front.
Despite the fact that Russia has now
been able to use the port of Archangel
for some weeks,
she has not yet been able to receive
and bring up to the fro
munitions which she ne
her allies have sent her.
The Political Maneuver.

it ils a certainty that

t most of the
g and which

has been compelled to
rough attack. Italy is
which has threat-
the war into the Vene-

tian plain and at one point has actually
passed the Italian frontier.
then epproaching a crisis in German
Within & month at the out-

We are

to assume that Russia

will be able to make some sort of an
effort approximating what was ex-

when the plans for a
were made in Paris

As for the Britlsh, they
have had no serious fighting since last
October, and they may be reckoned to
ready as they promised to be
when the plans were made.

It is clear that France particularly
but Italy also, will not-be-as-well off

as they could have hopad to be, be-
causa they have had to use reserves
of men and munitions in the present
fighting, But the Germans and Aus-
trians have {n the same way exhausted
their reserves ta an even greater ex-
tent, and the situation, if i1t endures for
another month, will not be greatly dif-
ferent from that which the allies had
hoped to see,

But it (s still possibla that the
French may weary of their part of
the bargain. 1 say it is possible, al-
though everything that I saw in
France contradicts any such notion
It is possible that the French people
or the French politicians may demand
that a portlon of the burden be
shifted tn British soldiers. If Lhis
happens then there may &gtlll he &
prematiure offensive, although moth-
ing like as weak an offensive as
wotilld have come had the Britisn
moved lass Febhruary, It is poseible
that the attark may rcome <n one
front before all fronts are prepared.

On the pnther hand f{t is equally
clear that the time is not far distant

when the allles can carry out their
rlan as they had Intended to carry it
cit, Bn far the German and Aus-
trian efforts to provoke an attack

on ona or two fronts have falled. If
the French people and the politicians
stand under the attack of Verdun
for & few weeks more, then the main
purpose of German strategy, so far
s German strategy is now intelligible
to observers outside of Germany, will
have completely failed.
The Verduu Ilusion.

1t cannot too frequently be gmaid
that Verdun itself is an illuslon, The
Germans may get Verdun a month
hence, and at their present rate of
progress & year Wwould be a falrer
measure, and unless they destroy the
French troops before them and break
through the lines behind Verdum be-
fore any reserves can be brought up,
they will have achieved nothing of
military value, save only as they may
have killed more French soldlers than
they have lost themselves, and so far
it is a perfectly conservative estimate
that they have lost 100,000 more than
the French.

More than a year ago the French,
after & brief success, were driven
south of the Alsne east of Soissons,
but there never was the smallest
chance that the Germans could push
their success further, and at this
point they were 30 miles nearer Paris
than they will be in Verdun, and
there were fewer obstacles In their
way.

You cannot find any milisary rea-
son to support the German strategy
Verdun campalgn, after the

up

’ lln the

first attack, which is not, in fact,

political You may taka the =rimple
explanation that the Germans be-
lieva the French are almost exhaustad,
runing short of men and of eourage,
and will presently abaneon the war,
if they continue to lose without re-
gaining French territorv. You may
taka tha, Jeax simple, bhut not less
appealing, explanation, that the Ger-
mans have tried at Verdun to axert
a0 much pressure as to provoke the
allies into a prematurs offensive, thus
destroying the chance of a eomblined
attack later; there may bha somae other
polltical consilderation that no one
knows, a desira to Elve the German
people a victory or a fear to abandon
tha atfack, having sacrifired so many
Hves In making 1t; hut the military
advantage of a surcess that takes the

Germans to the Meuse at Verdun,
takes them iIntn the city [tself, ¢ is
fust nlil,

To helieva that the Germans are

wasting thelr men on an idle and fool-
ish militury venture is absurd. 1t is
thea fact that no profit worth the
price has bheen disclosed in the Ver-
dun operation itself that has puszled
riot merely ordinary observers but
soldlers and military critics alike.
Verdun has rome to have a wvalue in
the minds af the world that neo for-

tress has had for a generation; but
thkis I8 a mere {llusion, for Verdun
= no longer a fortress and has no
value Itselfl.
A Bpring Offensive.
Very frequentiy one hears in Ger-

man quarters that the allied spring
drive has been prevented by the Ver-
dun attack. There never was any in-
tentlon on the part of the allles to
ettzek In thes spring for the reason
that Russia could not he munitioned,
A year ago Germany attacked Russia
in the dpring, and Russian lack of
munitions partly rcontributed to the
great Russian defeat. Nowhere in
Europe did T hear a suggestion that
the allied attark would come before
July, and it wag often postponed, even
1o next YyYear,

We have lately seen the BSerblan
army, now reorganized, moved to Ba-
lonikl There have been signs of activ-
ity along this front, and e forecast
of an allled attack here hasg led the
Germans, and Bulgarians to sieze
Greek fo?u with the alleged purposs
of forestalling an attack, There has
been a slight resumption of activity

at points on the Russlan front, but
rothing of real moment, As for the
British, they have heen practically

quiescent during the whole winter and
Epring. Only in recent days have
there been printed rather crude hints
that the British are ready to attack
when Joffre gives the word.

But it {s well to rememher that the
British have been willing, If not
wholly ready, to. attack at any mo-
ment they were asked by the French
to attack ever since tha Verdun at-
tack hegan, They have wsupplied a
new army to occupy the Arras mector,
therea are many hints afloat that they
will presently take over the Roye mec-
tor and thus hold the llne from tLhe
(Hme to the Yser. All talk about Brit-
ish unwillingness to share in the con-
flilct or bear their share of the losses
ix moonshine. Much of it is mallcious
gossip intended to Influence French
opinion and thus help the German
wpame, which is to provoke a prema-
ture offensive.

It {8 entirely likely that there wi'l
hea no Attark until August; i1 Is more
than conrceivable that the attark will
not bae made until Saptember, although
this would shorten very materiglly the
period In which a surcessful offensive
could be pushed home, but It Is also
plaln that within a month new the
allies wii] be able to move as they
planned, pniess in this tima the Ger
mans finally break the French nearve
or drive the French politicians into de-
manding Britieh action In advance of
the pgreed time.

German Fallure.

1'nless thera |n sSome explanation
o far successfully hidden from all
observers,, this German attack upon
France mlst now be reckoned as a
fallure wholly analogous to that at
Yser and Ypres It has galned no
ground of any value or any consid-
erable extent, it has not Inflicted
losses on the French at all equal to
those borne by the Germans, and {t
has nelther broken French nerve nor
rpm.oknd a prematurs allled attack.
Its sole result to date has been the
acquisition of a few square mileg of
Fr=nch territory, the capture of soms
French prisoners, perhaps 40,000
wounded and unwounded, and a num-
ber of guns, The total French loss
may be 200,000—it Is not mor d
the German is not less than 800,000.
On this basls France can afford to
sell the Germans mors square milas
of French territory for another month
or two unti] the great attack comes,

When this attack does come, If it
comes, the British will have to bear
a share of the.cost based upon the
French sacrifices now. They will
have to do more than was originally
planned before tHe Verdun operaticn;
less wil] be asked of the French, But
British reserves in men are far
greater than French, and while France
has seen her reserves reduced with
the German thers has been no re-

duction in British and Russisa re-

serves and the balance is agninst the
Germans,

The only expluanation 1 ran find for
tha permistencs of thse Germans In
the Verdun affalr is thelr conviction
that the ¥rench are about done, that
the allles are wtlll far from ready for
rn general atlnck, and that they can
still precipitate one under conditions
mogt favorahis to themselves. I do
not belleve even the fear of the effect
at home of a fallure would lead the
German high rommand to continue its
terrihla sacrifices. The (jerman high
rommand has made mistakes, but it
has never made wirh a hlundrr as this
would be, and 1l has frequently shown
s skill and quirkness to change Its
etrategy when 11 had been checkad.
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