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how one of the big #llk magnates
would enjoy seeing his own little
girl working under these condi-
tions, or working at all, for that
matter. The children who slave
in the silk mills give their lives
in order that the owners’ daugh-
ters may flaunt their =silks and

.t
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highly suggestive. The principle season and its record is one of con- |of these has its separate plot - of - ! aa -
involved is of the widest applica- tinuous prosperity. ground, and their products are again . : -
imvoived s o ¢ spplica- tinsous prosperity. L ter| oot 428 their products are sevn || PERTINENT COMMENT AND NEWS IN BRIEF ]' The Once Gver|

The Portland labor unions, for|began from the outset to produce |occasionally happen that a class A B

instance, are going to build a new!good plays for mature citizens. Its
temple. Why not do it on the: program for the season has in-
Channel lIsland plan? Instead of cluded “The Land of Heart’s De-
saving up cash or borrowing money 8ire,” by Yeats; Sutro’s “The Man
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_|:Portlaud on a basis of distance

i unylelding opposition. Though they |

Ak

do not say this to excite class bit-

"n wm“";n-n 5 el terness. We say it because we love

pambers, Tell
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“real pancakes’"” were served by
the men’s club of St. Davic's Epis-
copal church and that a “real
toucking time"” was had by the
Christian Endeavor society of the
Central Preshyterian church.

PORTLAND CIVIL SERVICE.

HERE should be real civil ser-
vice or no civil service.

The Portland charter es-
tablished a civil service sys-
item as a protection against the
,Epoils system. Whenever attempis
|have been made to pull down civil
lservica by legislation, the people
{ of «civil service

have protested.
Destruction

[ means the using of public posi-

{tions by politiclans as rewards for

8 ' personal political service.

Trade fincreases the wealth [ 1t can only end in the corrup-
and glory of a country; but | tion of government at its source.
its real strength and stamina [ There can be no hope of clean
are to be looked for among
the cultivators of the land.  government if public employes are

—Lord Chatham. to hold their places subject to the

! whims, caprices and political aspi-

ﬂ}rat!ons of higher-ups. That plan
!invites the return of bossism,

| In the Portland plan of govern-
HE resolves of the Portland ment, there is careful provision
Chamber of Commerce to peli-lrnr scientific civil service. There
tion, at the proper time, for is a civil gervice commission with
rates from the interlor :0|{bLoth authority and responsibility.
[]t was created as a protection of
‘and water-level haul is justified | the system. The charter was writ-
I.by every maxim of transportation.!ten and adopted by the people for
The purpose not to take action | thbe guidance of the civil service
that will in any way interfere with |commission and for the guidance
the goling into effect of the order|of the city cozamissioners.
as to Artoria should challenge re- The charter provisions should
epect in that city for Portland's all be applied without juggle or
case. That, added to the fact that evasion. Otherwise civil service
Purtland did not intervene while | wij] be pulled down p-iece by plece,
‘the Astoria case was pending. and we shall be back to a corrupt
should make Astoria an ally of gpoils system.
Portland in the rate business that | i =
{ 1s to be undertaken. There seems to be a new note
1 The campaign Portland 1s to|in Portland real estate cCealings.
‘make will require every resource In the past it was chiefly rpecula-
it at this city can summon in Its tion. Now it is development.
‘behalf. Very powerful interests|
"w!ll go the limit in resistanca. |
:Puget Sound cities will offer an |

America asks npothing for her-
self but what she has a right to
aslk: for humanity {tself,
WOODROW WILSON.
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PORTLAND'S NEXT TASK.

FERbARIEERE S L BRI ERE
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CHARLEMAGNE'S LEGACY.

HE battle of Verdun recalls
;ought not to do so, some {f not the treaty of Verdun, This
:all the railroads will resist. The was a compact entered into in
;wlkole will present a formidable the year 843 A. D. by the
_strength, arainst which, to contend  three grandsons of Charlemagne,
“with hops of success, Portland and Charles, Lothair and Louis, who
‘the interior cities which desire|2greed to end fraternal strife and
srates based on the rundamentnlldlvide their ancestral estate. Louls
i:fact of cost of haul, will have to|took Gaul, which became France;
:Join unitedly in a terrific struggle.'Charles took Germany, and Lothair

Meanwhile, a line of boats is took the intermediate state, the

operating between Portland and | long narrow strip extendiag® from
{.Lewiston. 1f the Portland Cham-|the Tiber to the North sea and in-
-'bor of Commerce would make its cluding the Alps. It was called
position before the commission | Lorraine.
‘enormously stronger, it will give, By some historians it is said
;nld and comfort to that tiver line.,that no view of the development
Trose boats, well patronized aml'rnr Europe can ignore the date and
ccarrying a traffic of good volume, |tlie doings at Verdun in 843, for
‘will be water competition actual|then and there began the weyolu-
and accomplished. A heavy river|tion of the races, languages” and
traffic will be an argument that, nations that today are associated
by its own past utterances, the In-|with the names of France, Ger-
many, Spain, Italy, Netherlands,
England and Belgium.

Had there been mno division by
the heirs of Charlemagne the
record of the world would have
been altogether a different one.

By the Verdun compact the land
of the Belgians was divided into
two unequal parts, the larger,
which touched Germany, was placed
in the kingdom of Lothair. The
smaller was included in France. In
spite of this division the people
|kept. up a unity of spirit and tra-
dition that overthrew rulers from
Lothair to Napoleon.

The intermediate state created
;at Verdun, changing its name and

arts often, became for -
HE federal labor department'ﬂzfuriea the cause of endl;fl: :zg-
bulletin on women and child | tention and covetous strife between
wage earners contains a the other two inheritors of a once
wealth of information about vast empire that fell

1 will be compelled to recognize.
Every loaded boat passing up
~and down the river will be a blow
y:for commercial liberation of the
:Columbia. Every cargo discharged
§0-° taken on at any point anywhere
{:on the river will be unanswerable
:Proof that water-level cities are
‘entitled to water-level rates.

A mnewspaper headline says the
British and German fleets ave play-
& ing a game of hide and seek. But
41t seems to be mostly a game of
hide,

A CONTRAST.

diamonds at monkey dinners. We]

the good old American doctrine of |

sible for other children to Joll in

In the day's newj we read that

at interest why not issne credit
checks for work and material? 1t
might be difficult to obtain ma-
terial on this plan, but there
ghould not be  the least trouble
abput labor. The checks might
be made receivable for union dues,
subscriptions to the Labor Press
and so on. This would keep their
value at par. As they were turned
in they would naturally be de-

unions would possess their new
temple free from debt while every
»n would have received a square
deal.

It is imaginable that some day
Portland will erect a public build-
ing or construct a.bridge on this
plan. Experience has demonstrated

cution requires nothing but a little
gumption, but unfortunately gump-
tion is the rarest of human fac-
ulties,

The activity in real estate ani
bufilding, of which there are many
optimistic reports, sounds like oid
Purtland. There are undoubtedly
busy days ahead.

WHY A LONG BALLOT?

T 1S fashionable for certain
folks to =ob over the number
of measures on election ballois
in Oregon.

But why the many measures?

They are the unconscious expres-
sion of the wide distrust of the
legislature. Many people have lost
confidence in the legislative body.

If there were universal faith In
the legislature there would be few
if any measures on the election
ballot. 1In fact, if the people had
not lost confidence in the legisla-
tive body, there would be no Ini-
tiative and referendum.

The loss of confidence was for
regsons. Thimbleriggers get into
the body. Day gangs go to Salem
with credentials of election and
procecd to organize the legislature
for high-handed proceedings. Joker
legislation goes through at mid-

night. The people are misrepre-
sented. Private legislation is en-
acted. Some lawyer slips throush

a joker for the especial benefit of
his client.

Over these facts there can be no
controversy. It is the known pres-
ence of these facts that makes the
pegple distrustful. It was because
ef them that the initiative and
referendum was invented. It 18
because of them that election bal-
lots are flooded with measures that
otherwise would not be on them.

Why not change the order? Why
not inaugurate a new deal? Why
not begin it in Portland? It is in
Portland that the coryuption of the
legislature has its origin. The
numerical strength of the delega-
tion that goes up to Salem from
Portland gives it power to largely
control the body.

Portland, because of this power,
owes a weighty responsibility.
Portland owes it to the rest of the
state to send men of character
and standing to Salem. Portland
ought to stop electing gangsters
to the legislature.

Six senators are to be elected
from Multuomah county. it is
Portland’'s opportunity to make

atonement for having sent so many
schemers to the legislature in the
past. It is the Republican party’s
opportunity to make a better rec-
ord and to be more of an appeal
to popular confidence.

Men of the Ben Selling type, of
the John Gill type, of the Repre-
sentative Cobb type and of thae
type of many other representative
men are available and should be
sent to Salem to the exclusion of
known and notorious thimblerig-
gers, »

That is the way to qhorten the
Oregon ballot.

DAY AND THE FARMERS.

ENATOR DAY'S mind gambols
like a sportive Dinosaur
around e subject of farm
loans and irrigation bonds. It

stroyed and in a short time the,

that it is perfectly feasible. Its exe-|

on the Curb,” and Maeterlinck’s
.“Sister Beatrice.” This is the
‘kind of mental food which is of-
fered to the people of Winston-
Salem and they show by the box
| receipts that they like it.

|_ We suspect that there is a pub-
He in Portland who would appre-
'ciate this same sort of plays Iif
they were offered under propitious
conditions. “Sister Beatrice'’' could
bardly be enjoyed in a big theater
where the actors must shout to
make themselves heard, but in oar
|little theater up .on Twenty-third
! street,—why not?

|

| NOTHING THE MATTER
| WITH PORTLAND

[“Unlque™ {s an edjective tha to use
Erammurian’s parlance, does not admit of com-
purison; bat If It did, *‘uniquest’” wounld ecer-
tainly into the line with the flower growing

wents of the owner of this farm exemplify in
Lighest degree. the proposition that no begin-
?l liu tolt;lomll to sustain a great success
n P and.

today a Portland enterprise

without a counterpart in North
America, and, so far as {its trade
journals disclose, there is not another
like It In the world!

“Your readers will not belleve you
if you T®N them this,” sald E. J.
Steele, who, with Mra. Steele, super-
intends and manages the enterprise,
“It would be so unusual. Who ever
would imagine there was a profitable
industry in the country wltuhout a
compe@tor?"

It is a fact, however, that Port-
land has the distinction of having
within its corporate limits the only
exclusive pansy farm in existence,
and It might be safe to wager =a
pretly lively penny that not one 'n
| fifty of our own peopls know any-
I thing about it.

1

WE ARE {introducing to the publie

| _And this farm has regular yearly
{customers in every state in the union,
(iIn Australia, and lkewiss In Ger-
| many, France and England—until this

l'r

seed of this year will produce a class
B or class C bloom next season. Its
beauty, size and value have receded,
so it Is cast away. As the breeder
of high class p destroys the
weakling lamb as sgon as dropped,
that it may not a the strength
of ita mother ewe, do we acnihl-
lJate the deterioratinik_seed, or that
of the weakling plant, _
of the fittest most surely obtal
the pursuit of pansy farming.
money can buy from us an infe
seed or seedling, and_Ae positively
will not sell the plants from

Wa will sell the
others may grow them, bu
never! Visitors to our
bear us out in this =
want the plants for th ntrinsic
:\'uue, and this is greater to us than
;to anyone else, Frequent c.lls from
i petrons for something ‘extra fine’
brought them {nto existence. Many
!'blooms from this quality of seed will
measure three, three and and a hailf

| Stock.

|

farm w nstonishing his is recorded to-
day, in No, 75 of ’Ihe‘Jm; 's ““Nothing the |8nd three and seven-eighths inches
Matter With Portland'' series. achiove-

in diameter. Like results are often

obtained from our Mastodon varlety,

the beawtiful plant originated by us,

and 20 to 30 blooms from one seed,

TWO IIUNDRED . THOUSAND AT
SAN FRANCISCO FAIR.

“The management of the Panama-
Pacific International exposition at
San Francisco pald us to plant 200,-
000 pansy seedlings in the gardeas of
the exposition grounds, and they were
admired by the millions who visited
that great show. I recollect a noted
German pansy fancier's exclamations
of surprise as he drank in their glor-
ies. It is well known that Germany
possesses aome of the greatest flower
gardens in the world, but he declared
there was nothing in pansies In his
country comparable to those which
bloomed before him,

“I have stated that, so far as I
know, this is the only exclusive pansy
farm on earth, and (t {s, but It is
not tha only place where pansies are
cultivated for the market. There are
pansy gardens In America where some
attention 1s pald to this beautiful
flower, but each has other attractions
that detract from that care which

vear, when ths monumental *“fuss" :

{over there closed their doors-‘mu't be bestowed upon the pansy (o

|agatnst it bring out the best there iIs in its

| ?

| IT'S A BIG ENTERPRISE. propegation. It iv.s dellcats hivom,

| “Huh! A pansy farm.” some will beautifully tinted, and yet the plants

|say. *“What does that amount to?* |2r® hardy enough for any ordinary
It amounts t6 ‘a bunchl climate. Why, I am told that they
From one acre of pansies Mr. grow in Alaska to perfectioh.”

| Steele can harvest 20 to 35 pounds
;of seed, and this is sold at 356 to

STARTED IN 1893.
Twenty-thres years ago Frof. E. I

|$7 an ounce. Steele was a teacher in tha schonl
|  Thirty pounds of seed at $5 an!&t Russellville, just outside the east-
|ounce would bring to Mr. Steele's|ém city limits. Later he was trans-

Ibank account §$2400 from one acre's
| harvest,

1f these 30 pounds were sold at
$7 an ounce the result would be an
Income of $3360 from that acre patch
of ground.

But the average of all males is 38
an ounce, making an acre's produc-
tion worth $2880.

That's going some, isn't it?

And Mr, Steele will this year culti-
vate five acres of these gradea of
pansies, which, the =meed sold at 35
an ounce, will yleld a harvest wortn
1812,000; at $6 an ounce, $17,280, and
at $7 an ounce, 323,520 for his sea-
son's crop.

You fellow with the big header,
slashing down your hundreds of acres
of wheat, agltated over the probable
shortage of graln gacks in this region
where men have not yet learned to
ship grain in bulk, what have you
to say to the pansy game?

It is not an Insignificant business,
is it?

NET PRICES AT THE FARM.

These are net prices at the farm
for the quality of seeds sold by the
Steele’s:

Steele's
14 ounce,
14 ounce,

Steele's

Mastodon Mixed, 200 seeds,
75 cents; 1 ounce, $1.50;
$2.756; 1 ounce, $5. J
Mastodon White, dark cen-
ter, same as Mastodon Mixed.

Steele's Mastodon Private Btock,
Mixed, 200 seeds, 30 cents; 3} ounce,
$1; 3 ounce, $2; 2 ounce, §3.76; 1
ounce, $7.

Madame Stecle, Elk's Purple, 200
seeds, 30 cents; '3 ounce, $1.60; 3§
ounce, $2.50; 3 ounce, $6: 1 ounce,
$10,
| If a fellow owned a thousand bush-
|elu of this kind of “grain” and could

ferred to the city school at Fulton,
South Portland. About this time ha
returned to his former home in North
Dakota to be married. Coming back
to Portland he bought his present
residence, in the front yard 9f which
was & bed of pansies about four feet
square. Fond of flowers, the profes-
sor and Mrs. Steele nursed the little
blooms, nourished them with fertil-
izer, kept them well molstened, and
soon enlarged the area the plants
covered, This was the beginning of
their present pansy farm. The in-
teresting ftory of its expansion can-
not be told in the space allotted to
this narrative. It Is pertinent, how-
ever, to say that the school teacher
of 23 years ago rives all his time to
the cultivation of the 14 wvarieties aof
pansy plants on his farm, that during
the summer season he employs rro;n
12 to 20 persons, and that he has
made a great financial success of his
venture, \In 1833 hia receipts from
sales wers exactly $34.36. He tried
to bargain away his next year's crop
for 3100 and couldn’'t make it, then
undertook the sale to individuals him-
self and reallzed 3450. He did all the
work himself after school hours,
planting the seeds by the light of a
headlight lantern,

Seven years ago Professor CEteels
gave up school teaching, since which
time he has realized a greater profit
from his pansy farm each year than

from pedagogy Iin half a dozen years,
He still works, however, -diligently
as ever, and a stranger visiting his
fields, part of which are located at
East Forty-fourth and Powell streets,
from the standpoint of wardrobs,
would be unable to say who was boss
of the ranch and who wasn't.

Many of the varieties of plants

re

; @ildren employed in the New Jer-
#sey silk mills and Pennsylvania

to pieces
| within the space of a century.

|

amazes the good old boss to be- | Sell at these prices, he’'d be sldling
hold the farmers wanting loans! up to John D. with the inquiry of
from the state themselves, while| “How are you this morning, ship-

ki

" fpublic necessities they should be

ki e e

mines. The coal mines are
of the natural resources of
the country and under any just
theory of government they should
inot be owned by individuals. As

“Don't worry, Joffre isn't tearing
his hair,” says a cablegram., It Is
fafe to assume though that he is
doing a powerful ot of thinking.

property of the public.
But we Americans have permit-
2d them to be monopolized by a
few privileged characters. If theso
would be sgatisfied with

“TAKE THOU NO USURY."
N INSTRUCTIVE article in
the Labor Presas of recent
IA date tells how the people of
: ' one of the Channel Islands
heir monopoly and not try to ex-|between France and England built
p pit the labor tiey employ the 'la town hall without paying any
. case against them would not be|linterest on borrowed money. For
;. bad. But as a matter of fact|material and work they issued cer-
e increase their profits by pay-|tificates of credit which were re-
ing starvation wages when they |ceivable at the mew hall for the
can and by employing child labor ' rent of market stalls.
A city” like Portland, which
- In the New Jersey silk millg, | houses its public market in open
«njoy the' bemefit of tariftf cheds can hardly appreciate the
sction in oljder that they “may |demand for comfortable quarters
‘““American wages to independ-'f this purpose in the Channel
ent American’ workmren,” there are | Ish But the demand was
mployed, according to the bulle- |great.  The credit checks ecircu-
B, “large. numbers of children, [lated as cash for some time, but
iall¥ girls.” In some of these|finally they were all turned into
it ‘would be difficult to dis-|the public treasury for remt. Of
_an "“indepepdeént American |course, they never wers reissued.
naf,' ‘though plenty of half-|They were destroyed as they
came in. .
The end of it all was that the

) #i

1161

ftims of greed work fiftyifive hours|island people had a new town hall
8 week, which comes not quite to|free from debt. They owed noth-
: :%.' ~hour day. But lir"h,‘m ing to the money lenders and not
han e nine day.” - |a penny of interest had been paid
J ~the fun of It, imaginelon the cost. This experiment 1s|

they are not so eager to grant the
same favor to others. We may
remind the senator “that this Is
mere human mnature. When he
has fished up & good fat piece of
pork from the legislative barrel
is he always eager to divide it
with outsiders?

Let Senator Day first pluck the
beam from his own eye. Then ho
can scold the farmers with better

reflection that for a moderate loan
an improved farm is gilt edged
security.

The value of work as an aid to
longevity was {llustrated in the
life of Henry Gassaway Davis, who
died the other day at the age of
83. He was active in the manage-
ment of his railroad and o‘her
properties up to, the end, and it was
his ambition to be so until he
reached one hundred years.

e —
DOWN SOUTH.

EOPLE who fancy that the
South is not interested iIn
things intellectual may have
to revise their ideas before
long. North Carolina, for exam
bas a little theatre, one at least,
and it may have more. The one
we know about is at Winston-

|Salem. It was openmed only this

grace. It may also occug to him upon ‘

mate?
war!"”

And now comes the pansy plants
tossing another profit into the purse
of the pansy gErower. The Steele
Farm sells another size, Mastodon
Mixed, at, 1000, four to six leaves,
$2.50; 2500, $6; 5000, $11; 10,000, %23,
After September 1 these are sold af
$2.75, $6.50, $12.60 and $24 \rospect-
fvely.

Large size, Mastodon Mixed, glx to
elght leaves, 1000, $3.75; 2500, $8.50;
5000, $16; 10,000, $32.
of September these prices are In-
creased to, 1000, $4.50; 2500, $11;
5000, $21.50; 10,000, $43. And if seed-
lings are desired from the farm’'s Pri-
vate Stock, the cream of the product,
{60 cents per 1000 additional is
| charged. ]

HOW EEEDS ARE SELECTED.

“How do you manage to grade your
seeds?”’ Manager Steele was asked.

“I practically live with our pansies
all the long summer,” the gentleman
replied. “I become famlililar with
every plant, almost 1 watch them
as closely as & nurse her patient. I
have a great mumber of little painted
stakes of different coleors. Beside
the plant producing the largest, or
class A blooms, I plant a blue stake.
Then come class B and class'C with
other colored stakes. The seeds of
these plants are kept separate and
marked. Then in planting time each

Let's buy Europe and stop the

After the first’

grown are widely separated one from
the other, in order that they may not
become mixed. For example, tho
Bridesmaid White s growing as much
&5 half a mile from any other varl-
ety. One variety has shades from
burnished brass to gold; another a
huge, deep yellow; then there are fet
blacks, all whites, white with shin-
ing rose-colored blotch, frilled-bor-
dered whites, wine reds, pure yel-
lows, dark blues, a fine mixture run-
ning dark with fine shades of red,
bronze, mahogany, blue-black and
gold. ’

Professor Steele says “the wonder
is that more people do mnot pay at-
tention to seed production. One con-
tinually reads about the money there
is in poultry, dairying, swine and
cattle ralising, but nothing about seed
culture. Oregon is an ideal seed-
producing state, and there Is big
money (n this industry.”

to

SMALL CHANGE

Wonder whether wearin' o’ the green
will be an unneutral .-.r:t.r
-

A New York miillionaire 18 reported
writing movie sc B0 money
doesn’t always talk. .

L ]

of War Baker, batting for
as a chance to slmre honors
Homw-Bake

T.
L]

Secretar
Garrison,
with Home

Benton county reports a great flock
of candidates this spring, giving prom-
lseyot excellent fall shoollng up that
Wa

grows that military
strategy, llke automobile driving by
some men, is largely a matter of ex-
plaining -.ccldenu‘ 5

*

If a national guard com y of
Portland lawyers fn or?nuernu is
proposed, wiil privates be allowed to
appeal orders of :he‘l_r captain?

The conviction

Somebodﬁ now wants to know
whether the opponents of prepared-
ness would“fo so far as to take a
man’'s umbrella away from him In a
rainstorm. . &
Notwithstanding that e ition

below the Rio Grande, with oodrow
Wilson president thé Mexican annexa-
tionists are attempting- to promote a
hopeless cause, -

A German band bearing & tgltmer
reading “Roosevelt and Safety” has
been arrested in Chicago. The charge
probably {s ‘obtaining an audience
under false protnt.aug.

Should Henry Ford agree to help
solve the hlﬁh cost of gasoline prob-
lem, it's dollars to doughnuts that he
will not urge the purchase of
gasoline-consuming automobiles.

fewer

OREGON SIDELIGHTS

ESTERDAY—out of +the southe
wesatl—came a keen little wind—
with high white clouds.

{ _ MAnd the sky was blue as flax-

That a car dlstribuling bureau at
Portland will rellevea the car shortage
at once is the best news of the day for

lumbermen, the I:l.nka:.r Herald says.

Precipitation at Eu
the first s=ix days of‘

i
ene reported for
March exceeded

PLANS FOR TAXING

Washington, March 183, —(WASHING-
TON BUREAU OF THE JOURNAL.)
— Democratic leaders, who are inclin-
ing toward a stiff increase of taxation
on the higher incomes, are glving con-
gsideration to the fact that this is one
method of reaching some of the abnor-
mal returns now fattening the muni-
tion makers. '

SBeveral prominent members of con-
gress would like to impose a special
tax on "war fortunes,” but legal dif-
ficulties that might endanger the cob-
stitutionality of such an act are sald
to be in the way. A substantial in-
crease in the surtax would no doubt
thave much the same effect, though It
will at the same time extend to all
branﬂas of industry.

L] L ]

In this connection the annual report
of the E, I. du Pont de Nemours com-
pany is pertinent, The net earnings of
this great concern for 19156 amounted
to $57,840,000, agalnst §$5,400,00 the
year before, with a net surplug of
more than $62,000,000 available for
dividends on  the common stock. A
net dividend of 2214 per cent on com-
mon was declared late in February.

The company has increased its force
from 5300 men at the beginning of
the European war to over 62,000, Its
new explosives plants are being paid
for as it goes by heavy amortization
charges agalnst the profits of its war
buslness.

L] L ]

The surtax will also strike In on new
fortunes that are being colned out of
the war by the shipping trust. Con-
sul Lathrop at Cardiff, Wales, reports
that a vessel of 6,100 tons In a voy-

law should be repealed as an archale
survival of the time when thera was
8 separate customs district at As-
toria, he contends, and whatever force
there may be in the contention that
.because of quarantine and other reg-
ulations no great hardship is worked
upon vessels 'nbound, he considers
thera is no excuse for stopplng those
outbound, at Astorla, Representative
Hawlgy has protests agalnst the bill
from Astoria and will make a fight tv
keep the law on the books. BSenator
Lane fathered a like blll at the last
session, and it went through the sen-
ate, but lost out in the house in the
seasonal rush at the end of the ses-
elon.

Letters From the People

{Communications sent to The Journal for

blication in this department should be writ-
ﬂ’u on only one side of the paper, should not
exceed 800 words in length and must be ac-
ccopapled by the name snd address of the
unﬂp!;. 1f the writer does not desire to bave
the name publisbed, be sbhould so state.]

“DHscassion 1s the test of all reformers,
It rationalizes nerytﬁug it touches. Tt robs
iLcipes of all false sanctity and throws them
ck on their reasonableness, If they have Do
ressonableness, It rnmem{ crushes them out
of existence.and sets up its own conclusions
in their stesd.’'—Woodrow Wilson.

Welfare Commission's Problems.
Portland, March 8.—To the Editor of
The Journal—With thousends of others

who have followed the proceedings of
the sub-committee of the conference
appeinted by the Industrial Welfare
commission and the meetings of em-
ployers to protest against the proposed
measure of said committee, I have been
a deeply Interested and anxlous spec-
tator.

A wage earner for half my life
time, though now middle aged and In
comfortable clrcumstances, I “know by
heart"” every step of the tollsome way.
Not that I ever hated work, but that I
rebelled against the injustice in hours,
sanitary conditions and wages as con-
cerned workers in the lower walks of
labor,

It has never been right, and never
will be, for employers to make such
great fortunes, while the humble toll-
ers that enrich them by their labor
are not paid enough wages to enable
them to live decently and lay by a
little for *“the rainy day” that will
surely come.

And what is all this quibbling and
protesting ebout? Read carefully and
vou will find that all this fuss is be-
cause this sub-committes recommends
that employes in department stores be
given 15 minutes more dally at lunch
time. They have only 45 minutes to
lunch, rest and attend to any necessary
purchases or business, for many of
these women live outside the city and
this is their only time to attend to
these extras, as they must take their
cars at closing time to arrive home,
and often to prepare the family din-
ner, after spending from 15 to 45 min-
utes in the cars. An advance in wages
has been recommended in these stores,
though the merchants have already ad-
vanced their prices fully 16 per cent,
making the purchasing power of $§.25,
the present minimum wage, much less
than formerly. There are also a few
recommendations in regard to appren-
tices, such as requiring employers to
have apprentices register with the com-
mission, and also forbldding employ-
ers to evade the present ruling by
transferring apprentices from one de-
partment to another, so as to continue
them at a dollar a day for several
years, the latter evasion of the ruling
having been made by one of the larg-
est stores in this city, thus keeping
aduylt women on the wages of appren-
tices as long as possible.

The committee has also r mend-
ed the raise of a paltry 39 cénts per
week on wages of laundry and factory
employes, and these are the things
that are agitating the breasts of these
millionaire employers, What a sorry,
sordid epectaclie they present when
viewed in the full light of humanity
and justice.

It is € matter for deep regret by all
that our governor should have acted
so hastily and unwisely by atiempting
to interfere with thess recommenda-
tions In regaurd to hours of labor at
this stage of the matter,

Here is the sad part of it: Many
of the workers have not a broad vision
of theses great questions, Many do
not realize that the committee is try-
ing to uphold the great principle of

justice and thus the betterment of ali

mankind, One of the woolen mill
woman employes illustrates dthis when
she says she would rather work longef
hours o as to have more pay. GBhe
is thinking only of the present moment
and of her own Interests. Higher wages
should not mean longer hours, but bet-
ter pay. BShe speaks also of a library
that bas been given them by thelr em-
ployer. The old, old story! Throwing
a sop! Throwing dust in the eyes of
the employes! Not that I would be-
little the good intentions of this em-
ployer. 1 feel sure he meant well
when he provided that library, but
the fact is he should have been just
before he tried to be generdys. The
proper place to put that money was
into the wages of his employes. What
employes need is not llbreries and lec-
ture rooms, They need better wages
and shorter hours. If they have short-
er hours they will have time for rest
and the improvement of their minda
by reading and by attending such lec-
tures, etc,, as their tastes dictate, and
if they have better wages they can af-
ford all the bouvks and lecture tickels
they need.

All thinking employes should erouse
themselves to ponder these questions
in their true light. This ‘“‘soup house”
policy of libraries and lecture rooms
should be relegated, with paternallsm
of all sorts, to the shades with all
ancient hoaxes, and justice be de-
manded.

- MARY ELIZABETH BMITH

Federalizing State Militia.

Portland, March 9.—(To the Edl-
tor of The Journal)—Do we want
the Oregon national guard federalized
and turned over to the national gov-
ernment? Does not the state of Ore-
gon require a force of its own to en-
force its laws and authority? Do we
went to give up the theory that this
government |s one of balanced powers
and our state a soverelgn state? For-
eign conquest would be a great mis-
fortune and humiliation. Would it not
be a greater calamity to have the fed-
eral government become despotic by
centralization? 1f an attempt is made
to federalize the militia without a
change in the constitutién, would not
& governor of a state have a right to
nullify the law under the constitu-
tion? And what about the Jeffersonian
resolution of 17987
2 L, M. ANDERSON.

[1t i{s argued by the advocates of fed-
eralization of the militia that this plan
is the aptest to secure an adsquate
lJand force and at the same time avoid
the evils ol general compulsory civilian
service., In consideration of federal
support with money, officers, and
eguipment, the militia would become
bolden for national service, This would
nbt be conflict of state and natlonal
authority, but coordination.]

The Turbulent Alien,
. Portland, Or., March $.—To the Edf-
tor of The Journal—I suggest that a
movement be started for drastic laws
in states where foreign subjects are
becoming a serious menace to peacsa
and safety of our citizens; that all
aliehs be held strictly to acecount and
cease warring with one another In
public places or streets, under penalty
of deportation where proved guilty of
attempt to violate sueh laws here,
HUGH ROBERTS.

As Arbiters of Birth Control.

Portland, March 9.—To the Editor
of the Journal—Relative to ths sub-
ject of birth control, so recently dis,
cussed in the press by Fatler Black
and Dr. Loveland, I suggest that these
gentlemen leave this matter to the
women for their consideration and
fina] determination. Thess gehtlemen
cannot themselves pass upon this
question to the satisfaction or all in-
terested parties, W. 8. WARD.
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Waelcome Relazation.

From the Washington Star,
When grundps finds the slmanac
An' gets hls glasses out
We know that he s on the track
Of facts bevond a doulbst,
Ha» rends bow buckwhea! sbould be ralsed

An' bow to take out greuse,
An' not a word—the Lord be praised!
Of elther war or peace.

He tells us when the moon will rise,
And when a comet’'s due,

Aunil when s shicken's jusl the wnize
To broll or rosast or stew,

When we are tired of words an' deeda
That leave our minds in grief

That almanae which rrn:ldpl reads
Affords a great rellef!

Uncle Jeff Snow Kays:

Preparedness ia all to the good, but
the best way to keep from being stood
up Is to stay at home and seng your
money by P. O. orders. 1f the devil
didn't know auything sbout devilment
he could soon learn in Europe right
now,

Most Remarkable, My Dear Watson,
Most Remarkable.

"A Villa follower can live on littla
or nothing. An Amerlcan soldler must
be well fed If he in to glve good serv.
ice.” GENERAL FUNETON.

L] L]

Assuming that the esteemned gensral
apeaks advisedly, perhaps a suggestion
might be In order.

L [ ]

After he captures a few Viiia fol-
lowers, he should turn them over 10
the department of agriculture.

L ] -

That devoted bureau has been erarn-
estly seeking a solution for the high
cost of living problem for somes tlme.

L .

And besides, we have reasons of
our own for wanting to know how
Villa's followers do iL

Stioriecs o7 -
Stree own

Her Name Was Miranda,

EWLY married couples are subject
to, many. embarrassments, bul
nons more #s than tha couple from
the small town that registered for the
first time as man and wife at a big
city hotel.

Some newlyweds from an eastern
Oregon city approached the desk at the
Im the other day.

Tpl::i;lrlduroom sidled up to the reg-
ister ang wrote hls name, “John
BSmith."”

“Please regisier for vour wife, too,"”
sald the man behind the desk.

Never having had a wife before,
S8mith was flabbergasted. He looked
helplessly at his bride, scratched his
head, and then, after severa] moments
of study, wrote, “and Miranda,” after
the “John Smith.”

.

Individaality Retained.

NOT long a&go a couple h:ﬂ
thelr honeymoon came t0 the ho
desk and the husband, after :
his name, gallaotly let his bride regis-
ter for herself. i 3 J
“Gee, this 18 the first time I ev
wrote Lhis"” sald she, as she put dow
“Mrs.,” and what followed, '




