
A

8 THE SUNDAY- - FICTION t MGAZ INE3 , rtUARY 13, .1916.

en.

II J 1. J I 3

IIt i WellsJur.
ryyge.jp j yrT WAS a strange, rer- -

For half a minute- - perhaps-h- e was too saw that the courses of the cloudy build

sure, and of such a heavy! structures-'- - that
neither i alive hoc dead, would, they float,
might not live- - upon the bottom. e the
deep seat and quite unsuspected .by -- ua,
descendants like' ourselves of , the great
Thertemorpba . of ; the new;, red send sione

K1htebrated aaimaL, Its
dark purple bead spaa ing. were" marked out with-- beaded linestontshed to think.

Then he felt that the sphere was spl:V of' "rmmd-- objects, and : thn he perceived
ounuy suggesuye,.oi a
chameleon, but It had him that It was also being-- drawn "through open spaces-wer- e- forms- - like th tecnxsted'
such a high forehead;.
and. .such, a brain-cas- e
as no reptile ever dis

v Wa should, be known; to thenv however,
as --strange meteoric, creature. wont to? fall
catAstrophlcally dead out of the-- myatexl-ou- a

bladnessK of theirs watery sky.r 'And
not only wo ourselves, but our, ahtpoy out
matahy. eux. appliances, would com rata--

n
t

the , water. It occurred f to-- him thar 1ae-shape- ofships. ;
'

; 'fs

would see more If he turned the-- lamp Iff jS!Wryand surely WwaVdrawn down,1
and allowed-hi- s eyes to grow accustomed and, the forms below him beeiine bright-t-o

the profound obscurity. i efi' $eaiwvwere more disrJrietr He-w- as

In this he was wise. After1 some into, being-.pulle- down, he percetreeY, toward
ntes th Yeivetv- bfacfcneaV became la the larre bufldtnar In the- - center- - of the

played befctre; , tha vertical pitch of its
face gave it a most extraordinary resem-
blance to a human being.

Two large , and , protruding eyes pro-

jected from sockets in chameleon fashion.
J!translucent blackness, and then far-- awai towni and he could catc a t! thing. .would sraKa down, dand a. faint a. the rodiacal yght of an and, again of forms?

cruan thern " tt " ww the.odgmrt ofEnglish surnu evening, he saw-- shape, tbatwere; rugging- - at' hi cord Then the
unseenr poTOrabwt; and; sometimev.--, x v MMh,. Mm

and It had a broad reptilian mouth .with
horny lips beneath its little nostrils. In
the position of th .ear. were two f1mtrhad ;detached Wg cable and were towing- - And such wall, they werej of vrat- -
covers and .out of these floated a t?anch- - .1 wkVhim along-th-e sea bottom. ,1' logged ood; arid twisteA rope
tog tree of coralline filaments, almost like ,1 V. andjeopper; and thi bones and' WdftiatouperJiapfcswnetlilns;
the treelike gUlathat very young rays and , ; . J i - 1- -- i-- J t01" behavior aa-th- a descent' ot:aBv- -

tog man, if omj tainlai what aThe skulls-- ' ran In curieua sigsag-line- sremote across the undulations of" the m) barbarlo
tsMoed

sharks possess, ,. .v--
,

But the :humanity jDf , the face was not and! spiral, an fantaie curVW V'horizon7 ... niiiriiifi IIIJL1II. am. uraiUl
ine,nps, exyaa,K .uuu -- y,ttat extended this way ai& buildteg;' ar to and :ut of efreye
creature. .It wa. Wpedlt. a gJo--,. .;.Vm ofwll kets. and over the whole sfaeeef

gsandaiongthteHl, and.lt., , v., .2I- - a.w..--5.--.'.?-.-:-
: . t. ofBo the -- Ptarmigan

fore llmbs.hich grotesquecaricatured, lWrhat rery dtatt eTUatniicr rmlndMmheout ef,the open And hr atuclr m

Sl?-- - tawB; He approached it s!o44 couldi see these --tnmge
irradticd 'iyvery slowly the dim abyss plainly on

copper. The colorof .the creatusavwas.j' ... .jw.wtw.UW ldjiiaawillWtTl to--
W SHI fOkfcttVU W WgOVUVt U1W auv V UVUUltB tUVMVH rvw - r ", variegated Jta head..handand 4eg. were.

a-
- ini thnseiW before--purple; but,ils skin. ;wbicb. hjwg loosely L. vr vtw i. .Ji i Ar a.- - of !

upon it,. even. a. ctotl.ea.jnighdiwas.a, i rwj;iii. i--- .-- . w--i w JIf.ViLlJit4'a. ttwAia mldftr,SUamoMfc. WeybrUge4 Btee

i ".i L. Mi niittlUn' """" uiwwW r'r-h-e couldJnake-b- ui

blinded by the light.
We see the thing; darklyx to.-- frsgsun- -at.last taoi . uxuenomn..cratar o tne . . - ' - t it . ie" i. n ' ? n.Vi. ' fiJaDovc . a: tmt rooness orecnon inac was iw w cuuui vi wo w.tnro.

them .with, it. disuapend ItW JIreAd out llk, ft beloW hlmj ouireW W irintisino

nticulat. ataort ''0 bstance betog, a. le osl cSrcunStantiat wall B E wltfcJMtlitS''Sl of1 phosphorescent bonecount t&n:ciir& W;jPt7f'Wand padded .j .
place sin 'appearance as if it plT 4eW people of :perpetual ligh otheimillto.erdJTT" drownedmoonshlne.7 - : :

lunga to explain.. . . , ! i J - i ti it alter mtaute-- eiipped; . away, and Kl- -" j "" V Among the ' toner ;caves or tha. place green vegetation, nor airIt then inoved.sidewaya oufc pf the giare . I- -i -- - rfir. ' U W-.'- wki kiM f td IoktoAtrata watcX wa. horrtfled

tentacles,' and tairi slender.' glassyiitorWit tHn phojpiwrWeai ly fens-fo- ur

' biaButhebat lrshot like shtoing minarets and lllIe. ?UghCo living things.
fllmy light ont of the general glow of the1 " Startltog Wishis storVlf is fret toorsr ..W iworeleasly a. if it wa the
city, in the open ces of the place h sttog: to fflthat,lMi
could see a stirring movement as clt sucn-enlmenca.-

da

- ' ' - ' !i .i.im..: ThTW-1'trbt:t(Ki- i the-end-
of

V - ; Into the miratery of- - shadow $hat bordered'
' ' ; ; it on either, side,-- and Elstead feH rather
'" than saw- - tnat 4ta eemina-rtowar- --him.

Fancying, the , light had -- attracted .it, be
- turned, the swicb that cut off the current.

7- - In another moment; something .j soft
.? dabbed, upon the steel,- - ad the-.- globe i ' " - - - - rwunu. vi av . .;" 7 cord . fha ttAangr. from, the-- sphere it-h- ad

Then slowtv thev bulled bim down, and.' seel no ' reason' Why " totelMgentfv water--
.wayed. , j ; "r ? ." ;

Then the shouting was repeated, and as they did so the details 04 the pEadaj breathing, vertebrated creaturestoured to'
- li siii cot; taronglfc by rubbingsagainst the

dgo eC thw. altar. . Abruptly tb sphere '
crepr siowiy.upon mi apprenension. t a low wnpeiiur uui wotbhwm yr

: v. . world, a. an ethereal creatare clothed la a
j : vacuumweold sweep- - through our own at

. seemed, to him-- that; as.diftant;eho an-- -
swered it. The dabbing, recurred and. the

': v globe swayed and ground . - against ; the
. ; spindle over-whi- ch the wlr was relied

. Presently be saw i very faint and- - re- -
tr.:;y ; - ? XKspher back teu its ' native, ether

(Continved. from Pg ) - sonsv and alstt-provid- e nuk.wtihjstfe: yet-.Hanux- st bae torn, out oT their sight a a
mote,, other phosphorescent- - quasi-huma-n- the soap with whtebr I had rubbed theni.t speedy soportfies,, fax case I shmild need, hrdregeb. bsbbls hastens upward frentoor
form, hurrymg. toward, hlm.k . though- - scarcely-perceptibl- e to sight. havV- - themT.vv, r : 1 : ' ' air. A strange, ascension it nuwt have

Hardly knowinr what he did. hi felt lug nUioed the qtartc& ta a maimer notK "t unnnrstaml.' hn amrirrrtiil --rrlth nrnirl awmed ttt them . ;-:- -

about In bi swaying; prison' for the stud to be mistaken. I waa staggcredj. : Some: brevity.'' "Be ao Idnd as to wait or to. - Tha sphere rushed up. with even greater
of the-exterio- r electrie light, and came" by : one had touched them, but bow and when turn here in. on hour and ail yovrwrnire: velocity than, when wei ImA
accident against: his own small glow lamp-- ' Again, and again, with thekaenestamj will be ready fort youw Sxcuse. my tro-u- ainkers t. had rushed down. It' became
la its padded recess--; The sphere twisted, lety, I examined these faint tracea fainitr bltog you, but Into no-- hancLbtA your own. ; exeeodhy hot It . drove up with, the
and then threw him down; he heard indeed, almost shadowy but still unml- - can they be tutresuBd7V:H ; . 1 . ? 4 - wiadowscoppennoct; and , ba remembers
shouts like shouts t surprise, and when takable evMencea that-m- fbotstepa wereli I retaraed tha exptratiosi Of the hour the torrent: of bubUe fithlng against

dogged; that a spy was tracktog me. . 1 and found, with he official Ir. B-- -' a-- the glass . Cvery moment be expected" this
From ; every point of view X looked at! man: whos peculiar talent as an ansiytl- - to fly. Then suddenly something like' a

he res to his' feet her saw two pairs of
.talked eye' peeriag into the lower
dow and reflecting his light. ... - - those markai Could they have been made cat chemist is-o-f world-wid-e celebrity.. 1m Iragev wheel seemed to-- be la hli

by my own. handr No the hnpressionsi bis hand was" a--- small case jcontatolngr heauX the padded v compartment- - beran
- la another moment hand were-- dab- - left on those covers hadi beenx madeLby ai various packet, of powder. anl ttay bot apiaritnV about btaa,. amt ttm ited. " His

blng Vtgorotmly at hi steel . caaing, and different and largehand thai. ralne. The: ties of. drugs. ' '- - i r. next recoUecrton wa. of hi. cabin, and 'of
there wa a sound, horrible enough in his . large and powerful finger, had been those a The dfcreettosufhe gavem were minute the 'Oetttrmrrotom: r '" - -

positlos, of the metal protection of ' the- - or-- , a- - roan.. To convince-mysel- f ot ; this J listened with earnest attewaerv lern' But y that is the substance of-the-e-

fact I held the fourth book in the- - well awpxw - that my own sarety, pernaps traordiaary story that instead related.et to
position The- - difference-- was unmistakr
able. .

' It-wa- s puMsltng, but T would not now

clockwork . being ; vigorously . hammered
That, ' indeedV sent his heart ' into Ws
mouthy for If these strange creatures suc-

ceeded to stopping that, hi. release would
never-occur.- '. Scarcely had he thought a.

also j the-liv- e of other, depended upon fragment, to-- tfc officer, of the Ptarml.
the care --with which--1 obeyed them. gan He promised tA write U all down at"

,
1 '' .; ' t"Hli.jntod wa. chiefly oocu- -

"I must impress upo youVf the pled wHlr the improvement or bis mm.harass my mind by trying to solve-- how-- t

these- - book.- - had been .got 'at. It' sufficed" famou. chemist m conclusion. the neces-- - atuav which-- wa. effected at "Rid.much when ,he-- lelf. the-- sphere- - sway vio
press ; hard to . have' aseertaineK.th fact that they:lently, and the floor ef It sity or extren caution Theit noth

absolutely 'inimicar- - to life-t-o jtTve-dru-gs m. he made his second descent totev the
withl Whichv r pTevide-yo.ey- -: bntj the reckoceair abyss, with ents his
less sjrW tocautioM urn of thein would be first experience suggested. What iv--

against his feet.-- H turned oft the-sma- ll had been tewched. - - -

glow, lamp that nt the-interio- r, and sent No dwtbt could remote is my mind
he rav-o- f the large-ligh- t to the separate that I was watched." '

compartmenr-out Into-th-e water.. The Ma To seek such-- surveiltl attended with serious, even-dangerou- re- - pened'weshal probably never know.7 He
Boor and th. raanilke eresture. had jdl.- - lance' vrould bev a. convinced, hopejj salts. So powerfui ' Indeed are j they that never reWrned. The Ptarmigan beat about '

ppearedV and a couple of flsh chasing, less. The- - greatest- - safety would be to but f"pr the very exceptional ctrcuto-"over-t- he point of his s
each-- other ilropped jwaaeniy bjr the win- - daring tne danger. Tom one-- otner peruu stances witn wnicn my- - inena;. nere, jia- - mra in vain for thirteen daya, : Then-- shet v v ... I v r - ia .. made me acquainted' would It have- - to returned to Rio, twd the- - new. waev tale-trust- ed

them-t-o any- - but a member of 'my graphed to-- his-- friends. - $o the matter
: . r ;j - meine for- - the-presen- t. ' But it i. hardly

- I murmured- - a few word, oft acknowl- - probable that any further attempt will be

dow. " '-- v.v.-:)- : ; : nowever, cnav m loresaw,- - - wousa ..do--

; He thought t once that-thes- e strange-- guarded against.': - '( " - - 4

denizens of the deep-M- a had: broken- - the-- n One morev therefore, I sought an toteri
wire-- repe, and that h Had eseaped, He view r with the powerful official' who-- bad
drcve up fajrter - and faster,' -- an then already received m. '

topped with.- - JeHc that sent bin. flying-- Can- - yow procurfo me. I' said sue-agai- nst

the padded roof of bis prison.- - etnetty, "powerful aatWo too against-pe- l -

edgmeht, took the--- precious backet . and made te-verif- his Strang story ef thaee
witbdrewv uiubt w Miawinciai aim oi un awp .

' :CCefr?rie by. dwsrd. Arnold. I sfro so eenrlnasd. njpsr m1t :
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