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MT WAS a strange,
tebrated animal.  Its
dark purple head weas
dimly suggestive of a
chameleon, but it had
such a high forehead
and such a brailn-case
as no reptile ever dis-

played befare; the vertical pitch of its
face gave It a most extraerdinary resem-
blance to a human being.

Two large and protruding eyes. pro-
jected from sockets in chamsileon fashion,
and It had & broad reptillan mouth with
hormy lips beneath its little nostrils. In
the position of the ears were two huge gill

ver-

_covers, and out,of these floated a branch-

ing tree of coralline fllaments, almost like
the treelike ;!li.-.th.t very young rays and
M-m
mtthnlmmﬂtyoftbetacemnol
the moat exmdbl-l‘! thing about the
cruture. It ‘was a biped, ltaa.lmn-t'lo—
bular body was poised.on a tripod of two,
frogiike legs and a Jong, thiclk tail, and its
fore limbs, which grotesquely caricatured,
the humaa hand much q-p.tuoc‘nh.ur
ried = lm shaft . of . bamne, . tipped with,
copper. The color of the creature was.
miummmbm

“purple; but its. skin, which hang loosely -

upon it, mummum-.
ph-phmc-:qtm anm
blinded by the light.
ummmmum.
mwmmmmm
them with lﬁmhﬂ%w
its mouth and gave vent to shouting
noise, articulate almost as might
be, thqtpanﬂph‘mﬂnsuﬂm
and padded jacket of the spheme. How a
shouting may be accomplished without
lungs Elstead dees not prefess to expilain..
It then moved sideways out of the gilare
into the mystery of shadow that bordered
it on either side; and Elstead felt rather
than saw that .it was ceming-toward -him. -
Fancying the light had attracted  it, he
turned the swiich that cut off the curreat.
In aneother momeni  something ' saft

mmtummmm

swayed.
mmmun.mw and it

.Mmmm*mtmm

awered it. The dabbing recusred, and the
globe swayed and ground agsinst the
spindie over. which the wire was relled.

Presently he saw very faint and re-
mote, other phosphorescent qlnd-h‘lmn.n
forms hurrying toward him.

Hardly knowing what he did, he' feit
gbout In his swaying prisonr for the stud

of the exterior electrie light, and came by

accident against his own smail giow lamp
Iz iis padded recesa. The spheve twisted,

‘and then threw him dowmn;:; he heard

shouts like showts of surprise, and when
he rose to his feet he sa'w two pairs of
stalkked eyes peering -into the lower win-
do'mdmminzhhlhht.
+* * +
I smother m hands were dab-

‘bing ‘vigorously at hid steel casing, and

M"tmmmaﬁmlﬂl

. What, indeed, sent Mis heart into
~moutb, for If these strange creatures suc-
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F'or half a minute perhaps he was too s I-
tomished to thinik.

Then he feit that the sphere was uﬂ‘i
ning siowly, and rocking, and it seemed "o
him that it was also being drawn through
the water. It occurred to him that he
mldmmur-lthetm-uultbolmpéf
and allowed his eyes to grow -mﬂ
to the profound obscurity.

In this he was wise, After some min-
utes the velvety blackness became a
transiucent blackness, and then far away,
and as faint as the zodiacal ljght of an
English summer evening, he saw shapes
moving below. He judged these creajdrés
had detached his cable and were t g
him along the sea bottom, ~ o E

+ + +

And then he saw something faint and
remote across the unduiations of the
marine plain, a broad horizon of ﬂ-
‘Yaminosity that extended this way ard
that way as far as the range otmgutt_;q
window permitted him to see. To this he
was bsing towed, as a balloon might Be
towed by men out of the open countiy
into-a town. He approached it very slow-
1y, and” véry slowly the dim irradtatidn
was gathéred together into more diﬂlﬂﬂ,
shapes.

It was mlr!‘r $ o'clock before he mmcl

over this liminous area, and by that time
he could’ nfiks out an arrangement sug-
.uﬂ_vo of streets and houses mpﬂ!'
about a vast roofiess erection that Iru
grotesquely suggestive of a ruined abbey.
Itmapmdontlmlmpbdowh!m.

The houses were ail rooffess lnclomu of

vmlla u.n_d thelr mhitanee being, as hc
afterward saw, of pHosphorescent bo-ng.

‘tlvatha plkeomlppumnmulfltwu%

built of drowned moonshlna

Among the inner caves of the plnou
waving trees of ctinofd stretched t'hd;r
tentacles, and tall, slender, mw
shot like shining minarets and lilles of
filmy Hght ont of the general glow of the
city. In the open :paces of the place he
could see a stirring movement as af
crowds of people, i

Then slowly they pullad him down, and
as they did so the details of the p!hda
crept slowly upon his apprehension. B‘.‘b

The Glrl Spy

(Cucmmnuu
thnmp-uhwhhhlt!-drubhd
though scarcely pereeptible to sight, hav-

ing retained the marks in a manner not

to be mistaken. I was staggevred. Some
one had touched them, but how and when?
Again and agmin, with the kaenest smx-
tety, I examined these faint traces—faint
indeed, amm-bumm
takable evidences that my footsteps wers..
dogged, that a spy was tracking me.
_l"mmmpohtotvuwlmnp
those marks:. Could they have been mads
by my own hand? Ne, the impressions
MmMmM“M&
dlﬂmntmwmmnm The
large and powerful fingers had béen those
of a man; T&eﬂvmmwtbﬁ
tlctlhddthotounhhookh&.m
position. ’xhdiﬂ'uuetmw
able. 1if
memmrmmnov'
harass my mind by trying to solve how:
these books had been gdt at. It sufficed

'umymmun&nm

at once that these strange

the ddep ses had brokenm the mmlm“m oﬂm

MM hﬂm-t He

had been touwched. .

No doubt could remain in my mind
that T was watched. * |

To seek to escape from such smrveill
jance: would be; T was convineed, hope-
~ fess. The greatest safety would be in
‘daring the danger. From one other peril,
however, that § foresaw; I would bel
guarded against. \it

ﬁc'ﬂththopowfnlamchl*hl

-.."lmlue-

_Mmemmmmm

ABYSS

I'I.II‘E. and of ‘ﬂhl ha.vrm
neither allve hor dead would g

saw that the courses of the ciowdy build- ™isht not lve upen

inge ‘Were marked out with beaded lnes J°°P Sea, and quite u
of Tound” objects, and then he perceiveq Jofeendants. like ourseives: of . the : great
thtﬂnmulpohﬂhlowhimmmmor“"n“mm

open mmmml&cmmm

shapes of ships. -:r

mm;:':::. helo:rh;;“ueinc bright. catastrophically dead out of the mysteri-
er. ¢learer, were more distinct. He was oua blackness of their watery sky. -And

belnrpﬂﬂﬂdm he m_ toward

the' large buiflding in the center of the

town, and he could catch a glimpse ever

and tnln of the muititudinous forms:

that were lugging at his cord Then the

walls of the great bullding rose¢ about him.
'Antpchwdhthvrm- of water-

fromn and 'copper. and the bones and

skull# of dlad mem:

building: and In and out of theit-eye-
sockets, nndomthewholomﬁthc’“
silvery little fishes. - Jﬁhﬂﬂn“c&ﬁ-m
Andnwhemstmhlmmh every detail of" his strange twelwe .howrs
abyss plainly once more.  To his astonish- wrﬂ-th-mdmhmuh“
ment mwmw“mummmmw
uumzthmmm-nmmﬁ-w“qu
' rotse o:-“hﬂ the reminiscences of . Oomm-

mmﬁm-mu AT gL *-4'#- g

:dtﬁmwhm . W-mmmanh-n—
ﬁ!‘m mthlr

mrawwﬂ chanting  peepis,

outrftort&hm!du. i s
Most circdmstantial was m.t- mmﬂm“ﬂt.ﬂn
mme‘dmwN—wm'ﬂ&ﬁﬂbm
ple, peopié of perpetuil night, who te their minds that the.card by which the
haﬂhﬁmmwwmwmmmmﬂ‘ﬁhﬂﬂ-
green vegetation, nor ® @ny mrﬁ."“ﬂ—-dwﬂm:.-tn-
stead, looking at his waiclh, was horrified
five, Hor any Hght bnt‘tlhpw ta find that Re.had oxygen omly for four
“‘htogummm lu--um. utﬁ-uu&u—r
Startfing as is his story, It Is yet more Kept on s remorselessly as if it was the
startiing to find~that sclentific men, of " C & PoRE-af'his approaching death.
« ‘fna’  The manmer-of his release he does not
nothing incredible in it. They teil‘me they Snderstand. ‘'but: o judgs by the. end: of
see N0 reason why Iintalligent;” nur-mm.-mm it had
breathing, vertebrated creatures Inired to ~bean: cut through by rubbing-agaimst the

odge ol the altar. Abruptly the sphage
!ammim‘o mmm-
Ry m . o volled-over; and he swept up; out of their

T -wu.umewu-ﬁu_-wus
' ‘vetyun: weuld sweep throngh our own at-
; . maosphere back to its native ether mgain,
mﬂﬁmﬂmﬂtﬂﬂta‘_‘mmmdmmu.
speedy soporifics, in case I shouid newed hydrogeh bubble hastems upward frem our
them?" air. A sirange ascension [t must have
“1 un‘or-tuﬂ." he amswered with equal ssemed to them.
brevity. '“Be so kind as to wait or to re- - The sphere rushed up with even greater
turt here in ons hour; and ajl you Tequire  veloeity than, when weighed with the lead
will be ready for you. Excusé my trou- sinkers, it had rushed down: It becams
mmmntmmmummmm It drvove up with the
can they be intrusted™ windows: uppermost, and he remembers
I returned at the expiration of the hour the torrent of bubbles frothing sgminst
mmmmﬂmn——- a2 the glass: Every moment he expected this
man whose peculiar talent as-am analyti- to fiy. Mnd&n!ymﬂhh.lﬁ;
cal chtmist is of worid-wide celebrity. mmmmwhmnm
u-hndmamlu-m - padded . compartment began
mmum-ﬂmm Mhudhm His
tles of drufs. “Mwuat&uﬂa.-.‘of
mwmmmnﬁu&&mm
Imﬂmmm.mw Butth:hun-ubm:udm-
well aware that my own safety, perhaps traordimmry story that Eistead related in
also the lives of others; depended WpOn fragmenty to the officers of the Ptarmi.
the care with whicl I obeyed fBem. gan- He promised ta write it ail down at
+ + & & & later date. His mind was chiefly ocen-
ﬂmmmmyﬂ*-ﬂ&wﬂwmwnhm
mmnmw““m“cﬁuum
sity of extreme caution. Thero is nothing nmmwwunmg

:abanlntelr intmical to life In the- drugs 1896, he made his second deseent ints the

mmrmwuwmum“s“m the- improvements his
M““ﬂlﬁd“ﬂhmmw What hap-
uuumm serious, even-dangerous, re- m“mm“m He
m»&w—ﬂm“t&rum The Ptarmigan beat about
but for the very oxeeptional cireuin- mﬂumuumm

stancds with which my friend Bere has Wim in vain for thirteen days. ‘Them she |

made (me acqualnted: would I' have - refurned to Rio, ind the news was: tele-
mmth-aumh-t- mu-y graphed to his friends. ‘$o the matter re-
mains for the presenat. ' But it i» hardly
xm-u-r-—-hq-m—a probable that any further attempt will be
edgmcat. took Mw-l_ ” ﬂ“bbﬂ&“ﬂrm
withdrew. hitherto Unsuspected cities of the dsepsga.

mhwﬂﬂj “ICopuright by Blwerd Armedd]




