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_ the fearful and mysterious unmakers ;

‘f of man capéer is the greatest, and has

" ‘bean since the memory of man was
put on record, \
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'~ tery; a recent problem.

-~ plder than the Sphinx, and, like the
. Sphinx, alas! will devour many of us
= unless wa solve its riddle. The larger
. ypart of one of the famous Nine Vol-
~ "umes on Medicine (papyrus rolls) of
' the physician-priests of Egypt was
-~ devoted to it. And the Greek fathers
. of medicine pondered over-it in vain,
=¥ It fs in no sense a disedse of civill-
- “gation or a menace of highly organized
communities, for almost every known
race, even of savages, which has actu-
~ ally been visited and studied by phy-
" glcians and pathoiogists, medical mis-
' mlonaries, army surgeons, etc., has been
*  found to yleld victims at its shrine.

e er you see the allegation that

* such and such a tribe is immune from
. ‘cancer, that it never occurs among
" wegetarians, that the rice eaters of the
= orient know nothing of it, it simply &
' means, nine times out of 10, either that

- we know nothing whatever of the path-
" ology of that particular tribe or race,
" ‘“or that the "alligator” dpesn't know

. 'srhat he is talking about. Most of the

confident statements that such and

such races, or peoples, or climes, are

" free from cancer because they eat this

" food or do not eat that, or wash be-

‘fore every meal, or never take a bath,

based upon one common ground—

gnorance, ma'am; pure lgnorance!”

"“ g8 the great Dr. Johnson thundered

4 hen a lady asked him what had led

im to define pastern as “the knee of

. & horse” in the first edition of his (]

* famous dictionary.

Where Ignorance Is Prevalent.

If any further proof were needed of
Ita utter Independence of civilization
« it would be furnisféd by the fact that
it occurs in almost every species of

animal of which sufficiéently large

numbers have been examined, partic-

ylarly among dogs, cats, horses, rats
4+ and mice. and even among birds, rep-
tiles and fishes. Cancer of the thyroid
gland, for Instance, is one of the most
. .perjous diseases which the trout hatch-
~ eries, both government and private,
. ,bave to contend with. It is very far °
+  from certain that it is increasing 'even
under civilization or in recent times.
. In fact, it must be frankly stated that
;s Mmost of the extremely positive asser-

tions of its rapid increase with in the

last 20 or 30 years rest upon the John-
» sonian basis of Ignorance.

Indeed it i=s the opinion of expert
statisticians and of physiclans or path-
ologists who have studied the records
thoroughly that there Is little or no
real reason to believe that cancer has
actually increased in freguency within
the last 30 or 50 years, although, of 'l
course, no one is in position to deny
the possibility of such a charge. It is
impracticable to give here the details
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for this bellef. But two_illustrations ot -
may suffice. The actual frequency of : 5 mj .
| cancer as a cause of deathl in the “pop- “:":' i / :
=] ns"' of hospitals, where every And . I 1
dying is submitted to post-mor- o .M.
ination, shbws little or no in- . mm .\
‘erease. BSecond, cancers which occur ices . :mz o
" ‘upon the surface and are ‘easy to re- o . "
' cognize, even by the dullest eye—such e mh .
s those of the lip and tongue in men | sorts
¢ 8nd of the mammary gland in women paint ml
~—show very littie increase in fre- . kar
quency, while cancers of the internal o e |
organs—ithe liver, stomach, intestines, w 3 :

pancreas :nd rectum—which might
easily be uverlooked, especially if neo
post-mortem were insisted upon, have
increased enormously.
In fact, & very Iarge share, if not all,
of the recent increase of cancer on 1
per is due to the facts that the med-
! eal profession has become both more
competent in discovering and more
aystematle in reporting the disease,
~ while the public has become more in-
+ “telligent and watchful, so that it re-
Ports cases at an earlier stage. And
not a little of the present notoriety
of cancer is due to our indignation and
surprise at its obstinacy. Of most of .
‘the other serlous diseases we have
~ disfovered the secret and gained the
~ whip hand, but cancer still defies us.
80 that there Is absclutely no rea-
~ ®on why we should not face the can-
' eer mystery without ekther apprehen-
. slon or panic. Cancer Is & serious dis-
. ease, but even at its most modern
... worst it ranks only seventh among the
causes of death, c¢laiming about =as
many victims as summer diarrohea of-
children at one end of the life scale
and apoplexy at the other. And there
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