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t i- better to have a lion
‘sthe head of gn army of
p, than a sheep at the

of an army of llons.—

——
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HE AMERICAN LEGION

PARLIKE gentlemen in the
" East are preparing to or-
.ganize the American Le-
: gion, to be in, readiness to
d'to the front in case the United
28 becomes involved in the. Eu-
ARl - War. Colonel Rooseveit
28 fn the movement, and, in a
says, ‘“‘the surest way "to
rt' war is to be prepared for it.'
The way Germany. averted war
by being prepared for it." The
France averted war was by
repared for it. The way
1 averted war was by hav-
ﬂhq the largest aavy the world
o g‘-iur .
A '{he way Europe averted the
Ment war was by the wise spend-
ing of $2,250,000,000 a year in
prepared for war. In the
lem of averting war Ly being
red for war, the increase in
arations in twently years rose
A billlon a year. !
|+ Meanwhile, it to bes hoped
that the martial spirit of the
rican Legion will not force the
nd of the presldent ‘or- swing us
of our high position as a dig-
. and sincere neutral,
vaken the country into a. mac
jagsion for blood. The most com-
ed and difficult problems con-
ly ‘confront. the Washington
and it is. not a for-

ernment,
gate time for Caesars who dream
rannon, captains md campaigns
' be either dean.strauve or
agogical.
good asset at tﬂe moment is
- 'the wise and brave counsel recently
' mn the country by ex-President
I Taft. -He ecalled for no volunteers.
Heé appealed for, no armed camps.
“suggested no hurried stampede
_ﬂ.wld braid and epauléttes.- He

I approve every act of the ad-
itration.”” and counselled his
trymen to stand behind Presi-

int Wilson in his great Christian

licy of dignified neutrality and
jorable peace.
dentally. .what _nation does

"-}Are ot the warrlng govern-
nts too distressingly and de-
ibly engaged at home to seex
erel with us or for us to seek
el with - them? .
=_"'”___'==

‘warning agalnst the careless
quse of f'v paper as the cause
£ numerous deaths among
I'&n. “The figures are timely
iis season of the ygar when
attle against flies is about to

| be !mumgi ‘ :
1 ’Dt !orty—aeven cases- of arsenical
% poisoning of children reported
pm  fifteen states during the
nths from July to October, 1914,
i tlirty-four the children wore
iBree years old or lees. Tn thirty-
gyen the children had drunk pol-
oned water from saucers contain-
g fly paper. Hight children were
bisoned by sucking the wicks of
2 . receptacles -ontaining arsenic,
gar and water. . Two were pol-
by sucking sponges used to

n these 'widks.

ﬂ'ha statement ie made that %he
milarity of symptoms of arsen-
gl poisoning to (.-ose ol cholera
ifantum meke it quite certain
gt there were a great many
lofe cases than those reporied.
' permore, most ch’ldren are
DO YOUng to tell the cause of their
inecs, and unless seen taking the

L,

The warning should not go un-
peded. It i3 a good plan to rid
je_home ~of flies, but poisonous
oyers are dangerous to the
lal. There are other and better
athods of fighting the fly.
- w
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oW = tkmt of jltncy compe-

4 tition settled a controversy
“between . Detroit and its

" streetcar emumy is told in
_(‘I streetcar co 'pany’s

oo a nnmber ~f sireets

iese fra , the city demand-
g:..w tickets for & quarter and
‘ ‘of back rentals and taxes.
M a uitimatum was that
> m to charge five cents,
ts in question
gmppod and the people

to. wllk
_ _president of the
m ~and member

‘| car

or |
"Corvallis an extraordina-y

arsenic may not be sus-|

F T T B = ’ 2 "
still had all the power of a mo-
nopoly, stood pat. It refused to
compromise on any terins.

It was then that jitney competi-
tion Wwas threatened. Mr. Couzeéns
served notice that the automobile
company with which he was con-
pected would place 1000 cars at]

~+ disporal of Detroit. The street-
people  thought the matter
over, and because of fear of the
jitney ‘they agreed to the com-
promise.

*There is no attempt here to in-

| timdte that Detroit's demands of

its streetecar compauny were_just, or
that the company ilseil was en-
tirely in the right. The point -is
that the jitney provea to be a
convineing argument.

it was an efiective puulic ser-
vice commission. | ~

OREGON CITY WATER

EDNESDAY, Oregon City is
to vote in a special election
on an issue of bonds for
ingtallation of a gravlt;r

systenr of mountain walter,

There is little room for debate
over whether or not a community
i#hould have good water. Nothing
pays better dividends. One ty-
phoid feéver epidemic can easily
swallow up all the muney saved
from - use of questionaovle water,
and no city should Know that bet-
ter than. Oregon City.

The best water is not too good
for the children, the prople and
the homes. It Is one of the es-
sentials to life. and there is no
money . consideration that can, for
one moment, count !n the bhalances
againat life or health. i

Times have changed. People
have come to know what water
means. Once, they knew nothidg
about how disease is carried in
water, but they are no longer un-
informed. As a result. the stranger
sceking a home, looks well into
the source and characler of the
watgr supply before - he Jlocates.
IT the supply is questionable, well
informed people pass that city by
and locate where there is water of
known purity. They refuse to take
chances. '

That was an influcnce that gave
growth.
A svstem of pire mountain water
frem a gorge half way up Mary's
Peak was piped to that city., With-
in'a few vears, the town more than
doubled In population and real cs-
tate values almost trebled.

The change made many people
rich, and the comhbined increase in
wealth paid the cost of the water
system many times. It is a gravity

and has turned out to he a re-
markable financial success. At last
account, the annual income was
albout $24,000 and the cost of op-
eration about $5000.

Ogezon City can make no better
| investment. If the system is built,
the dav the mountain water is
turned _into the intake, Oregon
City property will be worth enough
additional to pay far and away
more than the syvstem cost.

Measured in the grcater safety
to the hedlth and life of the people,
the profits on the investment will
be so great that they will be in-
computable.

DACIA AND WILHELMINA
HE issues

involved In the
seizure of two American ves-
sels, the Dacia by Franc.._ and
“the Wilhelmina by Great Brit-
ain, should not he confused. They
are entirely distinct and digsimilar.

In the case of the Dacia there I8
no question of a_ contraband cargo
actual or conditiopal. It is a mat-
ter of the ownership of the vessel.

In the case of the. Wilhelmina
the question is notas to the ship
but as to the cargo, |

The point to bhe determined is,
shall cargoes be allowed to enter
an enemy's port after a gunarantee
has been given that no part of
them =shall be used for military
purposes? It brings into specific
application the declaration of Lord
Salisbury that when shipments are
on their face innocent shipments
the presumption must be they are
intended for innocent use.

With the Dacia the whole ques-
tion is with-the ship. It is dis-
puted that she is  immune from
.sefzure and’' it is the contention
that she must go into a prize court
to determine whether her trangfer
from German to American owner-
ship was a "hona fide one or not.

PROFITS .

ARMS MAKERS
DELEGATION 'of women,
headed by Mrs. La ¥Follette,
A wife of the"' Wisconsin sen-
ator, called” upon Secretary
Garrison the other day to ask his
support of a plan to nationalize
the manufacture o0f armament.
The womeh's idea |was that pri-
vate manufacture of war supp!ies‘
should be prohibited.
Secretary Garrison told his via-
itors that he was qpposed to their
plan. He said it would work out

.lin practice to the benefit of mili-

tary nations. The United States
might - find itself to great disad-
vantage if suddenly thrust into war
unless it could rely at least in
part upon' private manufacturars
for military supplies, -

The secretary of war hn indi=
cated a weakness of the plan, but
there is gunestion ‘whether the ob-
jections he raises outweigh the
dangers of private profit from the
manufacture of arms. Thefe is no
doubt that makers of arms, am-
munition and armor plate are large

railway mln.llnn factors ‘in-promoting the war spir-

it. Their products will not be
bought uniess they are for use, and,

Fparade of the contractors.

system under municipal ownership, |

Ilt‘ to the ad;uum of .+ arms

ing every tndw: except that of
gun and powder making. '

It is urged that peace loving na-
tions thust be in a position to pur-

‘chase” war supplies freely in the

markeis of the world when trou-
ble threatens. That appears to be
axiomatic. Yet it is also certain
that trouble will continue to
threaten-so long as immensé pri-
vate fortunesa can be made by
plunging pations into war so that
there will be an increased demand
for guns and bayonets.

DISHONEST CONTRACTORS

HERE never ‘has been and
pragablq will never be a war
th does not disclose the
dishonesty of army contrac-
tors. H y £ i
It now develops that the real
reason why Canadian troops. were
delayed in England after it had
been arranged to transport them
to the battle front was because
whole ¢companies had.been supplied
with boots that split and fell apart
28 soon as they were exposed to
mud and water.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier has (,hnrgad

in the Canadian House of Com-

‘mons that the government had

been responsible for frauds in fir-
nishing shoes to the first Canadian
troops mobilized for service.

On the other hand prominent
Canadians conversant with the
facts declare that the manufac-
turers took advantage of the haste
which was manifested in preparing
troops and supplied inferior goods.
One consignment of $25.000

worth of shoes was turned ‘back ||

by+ the military authorities who
purchased a large supply from the
United States- to take is place.

The firm to whom the faulty shoes
were returned had never manuface-
tured men's shoes and had to in-
stall new machinery. They were
paid $4 a pair for €ach consign-
ment, but in order to obtain a
profit and pay for the new ma-
chinery they used an inferior qual-
ity of leather.

“The facts recall the extorglonate
prices the United States govern-
ment was forced to pay for trans-
port ghips in the. Americano-Span-
ish war. They are also reminders
of the embalmed beef scandal in
which American soldiers were sup-
plied with meat unfit for human
food. Everv war has its gri‘ng

Arm
contragts are in fact a great pro-

moter of the martial spirit in every

country.
TWO DISCOVERIES
ECRETARY LANE has an-
nounced two discoveries by
the bureau of mines, both o>f
vast importence to the coun-
‘try. . One is expected to enable oil
refineries to increase their- putput
of gasoline 200 per cent. The
other makes possible the produc-
tion ' from crude petroleum of
toinol and benzol; bases for dyes
and high explosives, which hereto-
fore have been produced almost
exclusively by Germany.

A short time ago announcement
was made that the bureau of mines
had discovered a process by which
radium can be produced at a cost
substantially below that attending
European methods. The new pro-
cess was patented and the patent
dedicated to the people. Nobody
will get rich because of the discov-
ery. The new process will be used
to make radium cheaper to people
who need it.

It is now announced that patents
will be taken out on the new pro-
cesses. The purpose is to prevent
the possibility of any mbhopoly in
their use. These new discoveries
will also be dedicated to the
Ameriean people.

The United States is being re-
paid for whatever it has cost to
maintain the bureau of mines. In
the case of gasoline, the Standard
Oil Company has had a big advan-
tage over independent refiners. It
is, confidently expected that this
advantage will be Jost, that the in-
dependent refiners will be placed

on an equal footing, and that gaso-

line will be cheaper,

The bureau of mines is doing ex-
cellent work. Its radium discov-
ery was a great boon to suffering
humanity. Its recently announced
discoveries will be a stimulus to
business and industry.

| -—
il IN PLACE OF BREAD

CIRCULAR letter issued by
the department of agricul-
ture says this country is not
‘likely t0 be threatened with

a shortage of bread. But the ques-
tion is asked, *if a shortage of
wheat - should develop in the next
three months, what would be tho
sitnation?”

Answering its own question, the
department calls attention to the
surplis of other food crops, a num-
ber of which can be used as sub-
stitutes for wheat. This cereal,
it"is said, does mot constitute mora
than twelve per cent of the normal
diet. Meat and dairy products ag-
gregate forty-elght per cent; poul-
try“and eggs, twelve; vegetahbles,
eleven, and fruilt, nute, sugar anid
other items make up the remain-
ing -seventeen per cent.

‘There are larger supplies of corn
and other grains, meat animals,
dairy- products, potatoes.and fruit
than for many years. Corn and po-
tatoes are the most fmportant of
these products. Normally l.bopt
three per cent of the corn crop is
consumed as food, whereas mml
times that amount could be used
without mtm ‘on the meu-
nry sunpuu ‘stock hodm

potate p

T .;‘_.,,_

ltl. '!ih m the iu!hbh WI
equals 4.1 bushels. The average
price of meat animals was seven
per cent chesper in January than
a year ago and the number on
the farms was greater. Apples
are more abundant afdd cheaper,
and there are a number of other
standard articles of food which
the country has in abundance.,

The country should be reassured
by the department’s figures. Even
though deprived of the ‘“staff of
life” by its price, there will be no
danger of Americans going hungry.
Perhaps a change of diet from
wheat to corn bread would be a
good thing. i

Attention is again called to the
deadly grade crossing by the ac-
cident at East Sixtieth gtreet last
Saturday night in which Mrs.
Frank Kasper was killed and her
husband and two children injured.
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“WAR ZONES” CALLED PIRACY
By GEORGE W. KIRCHWEY,
Kent Professor of Law, Columbia University.
HE action of the German EOVETn-
ment in proclainiing the waters
nm"roundlng- Great Britaln and
Ireland a “war zone,” which neutral
._h:‘pplng‘will enter at ita peril, cre-
ates an extremely dangerous situa-
tion. War zones,in this sense arz
wholly unknown
in international
law or In the
previous. practice
of_nations at war.
The creation of
such an area,”in
which the de-
" structive forces
of war are In-
disceriminately let
loose against all,
whether friends
: or enemliss, who
Geo., W, Kirchwey. may venture
within it, comes daiigerously mear to
being a declaration of war against
neutral commerce. It revives and
puts into effect, in Iits most ob-
noxious form, a dootrine of bellig-
erent rights which has for a century
been as dead as the practice of 1sau-
ing letters of marque or other rorgw
of legalized piracy — the doctrine,
namely! that neutrals have no rights
which belligerents are bound to re-
spect; that a neutral .nation may
properly be called upon teo choose be-
tween sulcide .and war.
now' told that we must. choose be-
tween the abandonment of our com-
merce with Eurcpe—with the conse-
quent paralysis of our {ndustry and
the suffering and misery which that
wiil entall—or war with Germany.
“Who is not for us is against us."
As In the case of the rape ©f Bel-
glum, the war on neutral commerce
is justified by the plea of natlonal
necessity, but thia  plea not only
threws overboard the hard won “pub-
lic right of KEurope,” guaranteed by
international law, but wholly begs
the question of neutral rights. The
German gargument comea to this:
Great Britain, by her command of
the sea, is threatening Germany with
starvation. Therefore, we must, by
any means in our power, reduce the
English to starvation—and neutrals
must take thelr chances. "“The fight
we enter upon February 18 must be
fought with all recklessness,' savs
the German Lokal Anzeiger, “and the
Germans have resolved to fight with-

out regard for consequences.”
-

L

It is herole doctrine, suited to a
race of supermen who have put them-
selves above the Internctional law
of the civilized world—who, indeed,
create thelr own international law on
their own national necessitles—but It
leaves out of account the gains which
neutral peoples have in the last hun-
dred years made id power. Influence
and resolution, It {8 Inconceivable
that any neuiral power which has the
strength and courzge to resist this
usurpation on neutral rights will
tamely acquiesce In the Dosi'tion to.
which this doctrine assigns her

S0 far as our own country is con-
cerned, the {issue (s clearly Jjoined.
Germany's declaration is: “Neutral
vessels which enter these closed wa-
ters will themselves bear the re-
sponeibility for any unfortunate ac-
cidents that may ocvecur, Germany dis-
claims al! responsibility for such ac-
cidents and thelr consequences.”

Our government has already
plied in terma whose significance will
not be mistaken: “If msuch & de-
plorablé situation should arise, the
jmperial German government ean
readily appreciate th the govern-
ment of the United States would ve
constrained to hold tha imperial gov-
ernment of Germany to A strict ac-
countability for such acts of their
naval authorities, and to take any
steps it might be necesary to take
to safeguard American lives and
property amd to secure to American
citizeng the full enjoyment of their
acknowledged rights omn the high
m.-" )

It is safe to assume that this warn-
ing will not be disregarded and that
the “recklessness” with which the Ger-
man plans are to be executed 'wil] stop
short of the torpedoing of American
ships. It might be 2 wise precaution,
however, for the German government
to guard agalnst the possibilify of
such an “accident” by promaulgatiing a
decree announcing that, if an Ameri-
can vessel should be destroved, the
officer performing the exploit shall
be decorated with the {ron cross for
his courage and summarily hanged for
Jis nr:.llnm
. - -

It is to the credit of Gm eandor
that no attempt is made by the Impe-
rial government to justify Its pro-
cedure on the grounds of international
Tt does not u_-m. ,g

re-

So we are|;

sone instituted by it ll in' effect =
blockade. Such a position is clearly
untepable. -For in interrational law a
-blockade is & blockade—not a “psy-
chological Iuotldlt:ldn. not a reign of
terror, but ‘an actual !n\;utnmm of the
enemy's ports with a force maintained
continuously at & strength &ufficlent
to turn back neutral eommerce; and
the right of the blockading force is to
turn back, not teo destroy, the coms=-
merce wWhich 1t nms to pre\ent.
-

But the worst aspect of the “blood
and iron" policy wpon which Germany
has entered is not the disregard of
neutral rlghts——!ndefﬂwufie as this Is|
—but tile cynical violation of publie
right In the destruction sof ships,
whether neutral or belligerent, with
their crews and passengers; for this—
not to mince matters—Iis nelither more
nor less ‘than piracy. - Nothing {8 bet-
ler established in ingernational law
than the prineciple that, where the ex-
igeucies of paval warfare require tlie
destruction, instead of Lhe tapture, of
An enemy merchant vessel, “the caplor
is bound to provide for the safety -of
all persons on board.” To act In dis-
regard of this. humane principle is a
plain reversion to bBarbarism which no
exigency can excuse and which is
bound to react dlsaauuunly on any
nation which praciices It,

. -

Is It necessary to remind Great Brit-
ain that the =rpplication of the lex
tallonis can no more, be tolerated from
her than from her enemy? One wrong
begeta another, but does not excuse it

chant ship shall not be destroyed with-
out first securing the safety of the
persons on board, it is equally well
settled In the
foodstuffs and 'ot‘he_r innucent goods
intended for the civil populagion of a
belligerent state shall have ec pass-
age in neutral ships. For Great Brit-
ain to confiscate the cargo of the Wil-
helmina, if tha fact is established that
the gouds are not for the use of the
mlllflr) or naval forces of Germany,
or to declare all foodstuffs intended
for Germany contraband of war, would
be as high handed, If not as savage, a
proceeding as that of Germany In wag-
ing her war on British and neutral
commerce. It is to be hoped that our
government will notify Great Britain,
a8 we have notified Germany, that we
shall tolerate no infringement of the
acknowledged rights of American ships
on the high seas, that we stand for
and wlill maintain the public right
which this wa\‘r has done s0 much to

Impair, # —~Copyright, 1915.

Letters From the People ]

(Communientions sent 10 The Journal for
publicution in this department should be writ-
ten on only one side of the pln-.r sbould not
exceed 300 words in length and must be ac-
companled by the name and address of the
senaer. If the writer does not desire to have
the pnme published, he should so state.§

“Discassion 1s the greatest of all reformers.
It ratlonulizes everyibing It touches. It robs
g:lnclpmn of all false sepctity and throws them

ck on thelr reasonablevess. If they have
oo reasonableness, it rathlessly crusbes them
out of existence and setz up ity own conclusiony
i thelr stead.”—Woodrow Wilson

On the Duty of the American.

Kelso, Wash.,, Feb, 27.—To the Edi-
tor of The Journal—A few evenings
ago | read a letter in ""Lelters From
the People,” written evidently by a
German-American with strong apti-

American spirit ang as strong pro-Ger-
man Ideas,

In his letter he stated that the Ger-
mans in America are not and will not
be Americans as long as Mr. Wllson
and Mr. Bryan continue in their Eng-
lish sympathies, as he terms them.
Now, 1 do not wish to enter into an
argument concerning the neutralty
stand of these gentlemer, because I
feel that my in=ide knbwledge of the
true state of affairs is.so0 glight that
I am in no way compétent (o Jjudge,
and I believe that the same slatement
will apply to the wrlter referred to. [
believe that both Mr. Wilson and Mr,
Bryvan are level-héaded men, who kmow
their business better than most peo-
ple on the outside, and tan be trusted
to handle the situation with a high de-
gree of justice and integrity.

But all of this is sémewiiat besids,
the point that I wish to make—namely,
that a man living in America, under
prétection of - the "American flag and
the fAluerican laws, A man who comes
heré'.and profits by our vast natural
resanreea and the libertles and free-
dom which may here be enjoyed, who
meets and mingles with the people
here on a social equality, is little bet-
ter than & traitor when he deélares
that he is not an American and for the
Americans under any and all condi-
tions which may arise. I do6 not mean
by that that a man is not jo have
sympathies. with his mether country
or his fatherland. but -that in the kst
analysis he is to be an American first,
last and all the time, €

I -am not speakKing of indl-
viduals, but of claxses. [ do not wish
to be taken gs an English sympathizer,
for I- think England has overstepped
her rights, but I do want to be taken
a= &an Amerfcan, now and forever.
Hurrah for Old Glory!  Long mayv she
wave! E. M, HAYES.

Behind the Footlights.

Portland, Feb, 24.—To the Editor of
The Journu:l—My heart goes out to the
play-actors. They give more and get
less thaen any other class of  people.
Thelr pockets are open tap and bottom
and thelr hdnds go out to all God's
creatures in a desire to bless and beiie-
fit. They live =0 in their amotions that
they seldom have time to sit back. be-
«ome blase and munch the peanuts of
success.  IT there §s a collection to be
taken to send some unknown “lunger’”
to Arizona, they fall over themselves
to come in on-it. even If they have to
borrow the bmoney. They are on the
wing, t a8 they fly they scatter
smiles that leave no heartaches. They
sing ard dancé and play for us though
their hearts may be bursting with
grief.. Last night Bernhard Garcey, the
diminutive gomedinn with . the High
Jinks company, A& few minutes hefore
his turn was called, received a tele-
gram that His mother was dead. Imi-
agine how he felt, trying to make you
happy while his heart was.filled with
sorrow. The funmaker who made you
laugh was carried away, after the per-
formance, overcome with grief.

Ths actors ac¢t all day long. or
course they dtL They are always play-
ing to the gallery of their own cosmic:
selves. “They are both the actors and
the “house,” and out of It they surely
get much joy..' They are all children—
thdy never grow up. The gods must
love them, because they {dle young, no
matter how long they live. ¥es, the
players play for us, and ;huw a little |2
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It In is settled law that an enemy mer-|

laws of nations that!

PERTINENT COMMENT AND NEWS IN BRIEF ];

SMALL . CI”GE

m

‘Beware of the tlmoty advice of a
di=slnterested man. 4

Byt y»ou never “have to go halthr
in order to get in bnd .

An extremely exntistlonl man is, one

1 wheo bhas himself l'or.s hubby,

Few people are wise enou(h to
know that lgum-amé u bliss,

And the more some pehp!e are worth
the more narthlens lhl'}' are.

Marriage lic emm uerks mma‘e 10
sell lottesy tlckats unmole-tod.

A black eve im.licue' that the owner
luoked for t.ruuhle and found it

A wnmann idea of & man with loose
habits is om,who often gets tight,

In the br'i

ght lexicon of the hustlsr
the word W -

enouzh duesnt lhow up.

often

Revenge is a bomerang th
him

returns to the thronur and
In the hospital, .
.| F '5-'

Analyze the content® of your cup
of sorrow and vou'll be suyrprised 'at
the happliness romul theleip

A young wldow knowl that the easi-
€5t way 1o catch. a successor to the
late lamented Is to run away from
him, ) < |

L -
It takes & smart man to dis

ne ol
his property in a way that w

11 shut

‘out his lawyers as well as h!: reia-

tives, »
-
Every fallure I8 a step toward. suc-
cess, amudl (his may explain why the
oftener sonig men fall the richer they
become,

s L -

A mcientist states tlat fully twos
thirds of & woman's pleasure In life
are derived from her ability to shed
tears at will,

OREGON smmrs

hu lﬂmdl
rlg u?ly en~

Ashland’s ohief ot polie
warning -that the city's c
nance is, henceforth to
Iurred

- -

Baker is to have a new fire alarm, &
;a 250 siren to take the place of the old

el which, the Democrat says, lhas |
lwou =0 badly eracked that its inel'tl-
ciency has been a utnm.lllll Joke.

The work of beamlf ‘ng the south
slope of the Butte Park at Eugene is
in progress, undeg the direction of the
park board, Native flowers Bind shrubs
will be utilized in adorning the park
tract. - '

Cottage Grove will soon have a dupot
gll'k he Bouthern Pacifie cnm‘-
The € '“"rft ol ol g
Y To etcial  clu wil o

?uing the grounds luv. been |
\A into lhap. h} tlm company.

Redmond Bpokenmmn T a red sand
old strike that was made hy
ocal parties in the viclnlty of Odin
Falls, a few miles from the city, lookl
mighh ~00d, and values caf be easily
recovered, as the mmd is free-panning.

Hoodd mver ana. Portland peo lg
are presumeably not now so regretfa

concerning the war abroad, since they
are thisz week enabled to anjo:r&uvan.l
mrload‘z‘: of apples which would other-
wise have been munch by Germans
and Tommics now .crun hln( hun,llmlr.
instead.

Ror
grm ijeu: X
cen Jjust splen
fine sofr rain fell all Wodnead.:ii‘:
night and hursday, all of whi
soaked into the ground, In & very
few dnys every kernel of wheat In 'the
county will be sprouted and foréing
it way through the soll’ All farm-
ers who have heen interviewed say
that no damage from Tfrost has ot-
curred. Iarly sown grain s all up
pnd - looking fine at the present writ-

. -
progpect as viewed by tha Con-

*I'h st few days have
s D}or the crops.

ing.™

NEAR-PROMISES TO LURE HOME BUILDERS |

By John M. Oskison.

I have a leiter inclosng the booklat
issued by a new company organized
to appeal to home bullders which puts
some questions about the company's
plan.

The “rlter is under an excusable
misapprehmslon concerning the com-
pany's near-promises and its real pur-
pose. I am supe that most readers
of the booklet would make the same
mistake, and [ belleve that the com-
pany counts upon the attraction of Iits
near-promisesslo build its businews,

In a well displayed table the com-
pany gives the impression that after
you have paid $10 a month feor 10
manths vyeu mpay then choose one of
two options: You may borrow $1000,
giving a mortgage for §900 and paying
it off at the rate of $5.80 a month (§7
golng to reduce principal and $1.60 Fe
interest) or you .may recelve §150 in
cash. The table shows corresponding
options at the end of the eleveénth,
twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, etc.,
month, including the twentleth, when
you may elither borrow $800 on ‘the
terms mentioned or receive $300 for
the $200 you have pald in month by
month.

Now, If the company actually prom-
{sed such results as this, it would in-

Ivalue o

vite the attention of the federal au-
thorities. It would belong- among the
get-rich-quick schemes.  However,
the company's fine print explanation
of this near-promise makes the table
of no value as a reliance for either the
borrower who wants (o acqulrs a
home or the saver who expects (o re-
ceive a bhig return on his money.
“You make this payment each
month,” says the fine print in the
hooklet, “until your ¢ ntract is en-
titled to a loan.” Nowhere is It prom-
hised  that vou contract will be en-
titled to & loan at the end af 10 or 22
months.
Agaln, concerning the ca-h valuas of
‘your contract, the text explains:
“I"pon the first and each subsequent
payment up. to and Including the
twentieth, there is issued to the con-
tract hojled a coupon having a face
each, and when the said
er ig reached in turn for
may then cash his cou-
of taking out a loan,
But note that he must wait until he
“is reached in turn for a loan)]"
Will that be in 10 or 20 montha?
Hardly. It can’'t be done, and a prom-
ise to pay $100 profit to the saver of
$10 a month for 20 months would be
ridiculous. No wonder the boo
sticks to near-promises!

contrac

us poor piayers, these plays were
written by poor playwrights.

God is tpe great playwright, and we
are all doing our little pdris in his
tarce-comedy called life

Actors’ hopes are made of Lthe same
stuff that dreams are made of, and
their Iittie life is rounded with a sleep.
Thev have what they carsy in .their
hearts, and that is &1l any of us have.

' GUS SCHULT.

The Lot of the Seaman,

Portland, Feb., 27.—To the Editor of
Tlie. Journal—Adone in a strunge place,
often unablée to speak and understand
the Jlangusge of your surroundings,
sou walt at the :hﬁlping master'a of-
fice for a job., At lest you see-it, in
great big letters; men wanted for a
deep waler brig. You make a dush,
Your paperg in hand, to be one of the
few gelectéd ones. No time Is given
vouy to think it over. You are rushed
to the shipplhg commissioner's office
to sign ship's articles. There you are
told: “All of you men have been sail-
ing* befpre, mo you know the customs
and la The articles call for a’ trip
abroad nd return. Sign your name.’

Now you have.slgned ship's articles,
You hawe signed your freedom away.
You are a mominal slave at the mercy
of your muaster, the captain.
a law by whirh master and and man
simil abide: but in practice it works
eut differently. There s a clause In
the law which means, in plain English:
“The captain is the master; you #Hre
the slave. Do what he tells you: other-
wise you land in jail for retuulng duLy
on the high seas'

From the day the ship ur-lgha al-
cholr, you risk your life a thousand
times. It 8 part of your calling. You
don't mind it, as long as everything
works in harmony. But when the first
colligion ceomes, when you know you
are right and he Is wrong, but too
stubborn te give In, when you know
that your life is endangered just be-
¢ause he wants to show his supremacy
—there comes the turning point in the
ecourse. Boin as a freeman, You clainm
your right as a freeman, and you real-
ize that you are a slave, A WiIong
done to yuu is not forgotien in an hour
or two, It stays and breeds more
trouble.

There is one ray of hope. You have
the right ta appeal to the consul.

Now you reach port. You go and see
the consul. ' In 9 cases olit of 10, you
are turned away. The a-amx‘r; is right:
you are wrong. There  Jhearing,
no judge, nodaw. The declsion of the
consul stands. There Is no appeal to
the courtis,

You noew want fseedom more than
ever, /Une way Is open, Yon take- it,
You descrt, But you are caught in
the act or a little after, for §i0 =
epnough for any policeman to catch yvou,
and the captain s more than willing
to pay it—from your money. It is
within [the Jaw for him to do 0. You
are detained in prison and delivered
back to the ship in Irons, when ready
to sail, and |all at your, OWn expense,

Sometlmes you are !utk‘\. You hide
until thie ship has sailed, and you are
free—atl least for the present.

But rever go back to your mother
land, for you are a deserter. You have
broken a civil contract to labor,

What a crime! But it is done every
day, and it will be done until we grant
these sailors freedom by repealing’the
slave-calching laws in Tegard to our
ceamen on foreign shores, and foreign’
scanmen in our country—the land of the
free, the home of the brave
B. LHHISTEH‘

Where = ﬂule Will Help Much.
Tygh Valley, Or.. Feb, 24.—To the
Editor of The Journal and to the Re-
jief Socletles—We Hve on a’ mtud
and this is our second year. T.'{n
hoppérs Eot our crop Jast ¥
hu has been. all muer

There |s.

nlhﬂ'

A FEW SMILES ||

Willis — What 'are you wortying
about? Didn't the
agent who =old you
the lot guarantee It
was only a gunshot
from the station?

o 3illis — Yesn, but I
was ' reading  this
morning that the
Germans have gBuns § :
that carry twenty miles—Puc

A- certain ax-senator from Wiscon-
sin says the best speech of Introduc-

tlon he ever h
- T | was dellvered by the
mayor of a small

1%1%

-t tlemenr, I haf been
asked to Introtonse)
you 1o the Hoporable, Senator Blank,
who will' make to youw & speech,- yes,

town In Wisconsin,
had been engoged to
1 haf now done so; he vill now do so.”

speak,
T'he mayor sald:

whers tha genator
I"Ladles und shen-

- The lanky youth who occupled na
seat in a passenger roa.ch persisted in
sticking. his _head
and shoulders gut of
the window. The
brakeman was pass-
ing  through ° theg
¢oach and he touched
the youth -« the
back. ¥

“Better keep your
head inside the win-
dow,” sadvised the
brakerman,

“I. Kfn
want to,”

look out the window If 1
answered lh¢ youth,

“f Know: you can warned th&
brakeman, *“But if }iul damnage any
of the lronwurk on the bridge you'll
pay for it."

to buy seads with, so If you good peo-

ple .could Bend  me mome, I could ml.lu
me a ltile income at selling some
vegetables, a8 many ranchers live here
and don’t take the time to make gar-
den. We have a big family .of litile
children, so if I had the =eeds ail
would be well, as r garden means a
whole lot to'a family,

Now, as to seeds In buls, I find 1
would best like 20 cents worth of
onion sced and the same In carrots of
the oxhart varlety, also peas, lettuce,
rudishes, beets and beans of the Gold-
en West variety.” S0 now if you ean
help me out on this [ am sure I would
appreciate i1, and all of us would he
very grateful to you, and I Hopa you
can send) the séeds moon, as | coudrd |
make garden rvight now if I had the
secds, MRS. H. G, MULLER,
Tygh \rlllor. Or.

Rabies and Bounties,
Lawen, Or., Feb. 22.—~To the Hltof
of The Journal-—In reply to “A. W. Z.”
of Golden, who say® that from the
tone of my letter he infers people here
would not kill coyotes or doge unless|!
there was a bounty so we could make
big money, I wisn to say that no man
has so far let the opportunity pass to
kill one, if
with, There are miles of mountain

he had anything to do fe]®

Colcord and 1
As o matter of )
1 were fond of the sam
Pendleton, However,
one, and she became My
coln Col uul t w
and room i
Bucksport,
old Burlwrt
word topk
Amorlun-}l& _:
years ugo I \-tnll!d,
where lis ship, I.Iu
Adending for the :
dropped dead of he
years ago at Hremer
hia ship had -%‘
“When 1 visi -
kong in "#1, hi& bo;
was In knm pants,
1w be n civil engineer
lowing -the sea; but-
with rheumati=zm =o mn
ing outdoors thut he
and went Into li

magaizne, . the

of the characters F ri
stance, In one of -
of Dashey Noyes
Dashey Norris, "
Lathier's “old Nont, '.t!m
one of the Illt
expedition to Japan
on board the Garll
was cap

“l.."olnom
storien that
I know lt ‘th

of tha higher cluss are
utmost echarm 8!0:‘!‘,1&

integrity

and that

many a white mm’l
“One hundred

the mistress of the s

{sh ship, bullt of oak,

and seaworthy ¢ '

were] succeeded by t
per, INng, NArrow
wugu :llln th

8 3‘

built: boat.

a type of
onr niry- uto, " |
er mritime © :
the old Flying
Jacket, the oorr
Soverelgn of the
and the Young Am
any other muan
canvas to keep up
built buats, nor mlﬁ
ors compete with nqr;
wallors,

“Some pf the ultm
built in America
soast of 2,
haekmatack, thelr

piteh plne and thelr
oak, and they could shi
of heeis to anythi
deys we hid fair

the neka, for e, had the «
requir n the
hoats and we had ﬂu
them. - But just

the stoel ship da
merce and co

wrested from us

she could bulld

tlun we could.

wlr
N N ghl

| termed our muu il
plan pro
price ot steel prolifk ﬂ
steel manufacturers
abroad at an less m
be bought in this
wteel superseded

today our raw

ished products are

and :
bottoms,
ing the profit tuu
= portation, wh

and this

1o forelgn
and ‘oth

country in this part of Oregon where
no one lives, and & bounty will in-
duce the men who make a Lusiness of
trappirig to go after the coyotes and
wildcats.  FHig advice to buy polson
for $1 and kill 100 coyotes, Is| very
good., But g mad coyote dous and
cannot eat, and poisoned t nu g
guod, Thousands of dead ts fur-
nish” the well ones all the food they|
require, and they are ra ra

with balted traps. However, { ug‘ i
the legislature has passed
act, and there will

last, m;w.&mnt
notio

.,....,...:*':f




