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- WAR OFFICE AUTOCRAT
RULES WITH IRON HANDJ

tions Under His Control.

-Him; His One Idea Is EfflClency in Mulltary Opera-

" HIS WORD IS LAW AND EVERYONE IS AWARE OF IT

By Herbert Corey.
“{Copyright. 1915, by Herbert Corey.)
‘NE of the mambers of the British
cabinet was in conversation with
friend mnot long age. The
friend said the cabinet should
take a certaim course of action

in'a matter then on the hooks.
B I agree with you,” sald the cabinet

L member,

s, “How do 'the other

. cablnet feel?"

members of the

*“They agree with you, teo,” sald
the cabinet member, *Ali except Loiu
. Kitehener.”

“Then,” sald the other fellow, “wuy
don't you do 1t7

+ The cabinet man heaved a x-m:h

“l1 assure you,”, sald he, “that w

Fave very little influence with Kitch-
enor.”

That may seem to be an exaggera:’-
ed statement of conditions In the Brit

i8h cabinet. But it s an abpolutely
= truthful one. Kllchener {8 the cabinct.
S With certain lmitatipns, he is the

Louse of lords, and the house of romn-
mons, and the royal family. Ie is
easily the most pgwerful man in Eng-
1and tdday-—no. exception whatlever be-
ing noted to that statement. This Is
~ the explanation.
The leaders of every party in Eng-

land recognized that this war threat-
ened the very life of the empire
Britannia is fighting® with her back
against the wall. hey did the very
sensible and very extraordinary thing
: of selecting the biggekt man they had
i In stock to handle the war for Eng-
* - land. ‘Then they did the equally sen-
i sible and positively revolutionary thing
of letting him handie It. No veto
Power can override his wlill, ‘There is
B monarch in England—and that mon-
arch is toeing the line with tlie rest.
Kitehener is supreme.

oM Hg Bcornsd a Pringe.
- " Prince Albert wanted to go to wur.
i Albert Iis a slender, delicate, blond
p little chap. 1If he were not a prince
It one would say that he is positively
"~ - Bashiful. If 1t were not tragic, it
would be ridiculous toe seer this boy
=trudge along by hls, towering grena-

dler guards. If he ware not a prince,
one would describe him as “nice.” l-iy‘
no stretch of the imagination could
.. one credit him with value in the fleid
. King George and Queen Mary opposed
his ambition. Finally they vielded,

3 “You may go.” sald they,
Then Albert needed Kiltvhener's @on- |
sent. He called twice at Whitehall
to see that gentleman. The second |
time he was admitted. NKitchener—a |
giant of a man, wide shouldered, thin |
fianked, brick red—bent his cold, heavy
£, . eves upon the princeling. Albert stated |
. his case.
b “You can't go,” said Kitrhener.
That settled L fer the time, Later
on he changed his mind. The Eng-
Hsh troups were getting frightfully |
banged about in France. They wera
standing up to their maidlcine .’,’-‘1!1195_\',‘
but that mediclne was hitter., They
needed a bit of encouragemnent So |
that Klitchener, who s supposed lu‘
disregard psychology in favor of .'ur.-.-_i
\
|

=1

aent the Prinee of Wales to France,
! Those who ware on the battle line say
the moral effect of his arrival wasa
tremendous There are no mores loyal
pecple than the English, These starved, |
freezing., bloody, vermin ritdden Tom- |
mies in the trenches cheered their gal- )
lant hegads off when thev heard that '.i.;
Iittle boy-—a slender, earnest, ambi-
tious boy—had reuached headquarters.
He was their prince.

When the wur hegan Kitchener was
out of military employment. e had |
rowed with the war office all his Hf&|

|

sl &

'

He s an efficient, unpleasant, rold
blooded sdmini=strator. The wuar affice
Is—was—completely  tilled with de-

lightfu!

gentlemen

Because he knew he had no ghance
to get the right sort of a job at =sol-
diering he had accepted the one im-
portant civilian appointment in Egypt.
He had named his staff, and the staff
had been ordered to meet him at Dover.
Then Kitchener went to the country-—
the war trouble developed—his staff
was recalled by Whitehall—and Kltch-
ener reached his steameér algne,

“Where ig my staff?" he asked.

The telegrams sent him by the gov-
ernment had for some reason miscar-
ried, Kitchener huad Jjusit begun to
frown when another telegram reached
him. e was actually in lhis state-
Toom.

“Return to London at once,” was

the order, '"to accept the post of sec-
retary of state for war.”

IEven those who do not like Kitech-
ener, and there is a surprising num-

ber of such persons, admit that he
knowg just what to do. Ile went to
a telephone, He chased every ona
out of the bullding in which thie tele-
phone wasg located and pogted guards
about W to see that no one ap-
proached. He had nao right to ecoin-
mand the police to do that sort of
duty. Never mind. He commanded

them, and they obeyed. The cabinet
has told all that |s known about the
tulic

“I will accept only on two condl-
tions,"”” said he. “My will must be
supreme, You may not even question
it. And 1 wlill serve only for three
years."

Thouse terms were accepled. If the
government felt like refusing them
whiogh isn't likely—their hand was
forced. There was no olhm' man in
England to do what Kitchener would
ba called on to do. 1lie Iml to build
an army and clean out a war office
simultaneously. He has done hoth.
As fast as one man can cul the red
tape that tied the war office he has
cut it. He has been on the Jjob all
the time.

Sleeps With His Job.

“Ywhere is my bedchamber?” Kitch-
ener asked when he walked into his
suite of offices at Whitehall, The
question was shocking. No one could
remember that there ever had been a
hedchamber there. The logical de-
;'w:lnn was that there never could
e.

“There is no bedchamber,”
him.

"There wlll
o'clock tonight.

It was seen Lo, He hus a distress-
ing way of getting down to brass
tucks Iin doing business, There was
a parliamentary Inquiry fInto certain
fajlures to feed and clothe the hew
recruits—for while parliament ia
obedient 1t is not muszled. The fact
was shown that requisitions for nec-
esEaury supplies weres shuffled through
a dozen hands bafore they were filled.
Tt is not likely that Kitchener had
“nown of the delay or the cause, He
is not omniscient, He got reports by
telephone of the revelations. Before
the clamorinug on the floor had ended
Kitchener had sent a telegram to
every officer in command at & re-
crulting station.

"Buy what supplies
send me the bill,"™
this telegram,
rules, Get
you don't.”

There was ona promising little scan-
Jdul that went by-by right away.
Kitchener isn't extravagant in his usa
of government money—In one of his
Soudan campaigns he offered to do
for §00,000 pounds what another sol-
dier had estimated would cost 2,500,-
00D pounds, and then he turned back a
good deal of the money-—but just now
he Is not counting the cost. e s
too busy to flyapeck cost sheets with
audit marka, His subordinates are
told to buy cheap when they van
spire time—but that hours are worth
any premium, Once in South Afrieca

they told

be' said he,
Sea to L.

“by 6

vou need and
was the purport of
"Never mind previous
the stuff, I'll get you If
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called at
war office to ask for a commission.
In time he was ushered into Kiten-
ener's office, He remained staniding
by the door,

“Any military experience?' asked
Kitchener 1;

The manufaciurer =s=ald he had bean
an officer of Territorials, and this
and that.

“What's your business?" asked
Kitcliener.

The manufacturer sald he made
khaki.

‘"Have you any government con-
traets?’ asked Kitchener.

The mantfacturer swelled with
modest pride. Ha sald he had sev-
eral contracts—good contracts—which

wou!d keep his mills husy for months.
Kitchener's head dropped down again
over the flgures he was studving. He
did not speak. He just jerked his thumb
at the door. The officer in attendance
took the manufacturer out. That sort
of man is more valuable at home just

his engineers were tr\lllg to throw a

now than in the field

Kltchener's estlmate when the war
began was that it would last three
vears, A recent Incident seems to show
that he has not changed his mind A
manufacturer of certain goods was

1 .a:-'. oy
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Many Pe-rsnnal Belongings
of First President in Pos-
session of Alexandria, Va,,
Lodge.

——

. HAT is declared to Lie thy largest
vollection of persons! roljvs of

3 w
George \WWashington In existence,

with the possible exception of that at
Mount Vernon,
. Alexandria (Va.) Lodge, No.

L olent Free and Accepted Masons,
b which Washington was the first mas-
““tar. The members of this lodge assist-
od Washinglon in laying the cornef-
stone of the capltel, and later had the
honor of conducting the cereamonies on
that bitter winter day when the body
_of Washington was laid to rest in the
" Mount Vernon tomb.,

The lodge. however. once pnssessed
-~ more Washington relics, among them
“the -bier on which he was borne,to his
tomb, the crepe that draped the door of
Mount Vernon while Washington's
i body lay In state, several pleces of fur-

niture nsed hy him, among them hisg
" eard table. numerous personal letters,
. bhis milltary saddle, the flag of his life
guard and the flag that floated above
his tent at Yorktown. These were de-
stroyed by fire In 1878,

Yet, for al]l these losse=s, the lodge
possesses a large number of Washing-
ton relics. Several cases oeccupying
“ niches in the walls hold mememtos of
great historic significance.

b The Williams portralt in pastel, done
~from life in Washington's later years,
and in Masonic regalia, 12 unlike any
other portrait of him in existence. It
"§8 one of the lodge's most prized po=-
- sessions, for which $Y00,000 has been

fused. In 1793 the lodge, by resolu-
requasted General Washington,
then president, and living in Philadel-
‘phia, temporarily the national capital,
Ho sit for a portrait. The consent read-

nn
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Ay galined, the artist. Williams, re-
eelved the commission for the work.
Washington approved the portrait, and

m it was accepted by his brother
his friemds and associates in
vate, militury and official life,
) seem to Indicate that it wag at
‘the tme an excellent llkeness of the
: . then in his 624 vear.

the portrait, which seems s0
te not alone of his life, but his

is in the possession of |

one turns to the little

ing Aa new army at home and in feeding
the old army in the fleld is of the high-
est order ias adm?tted. Where Kitem-
i?-:urred the most bitter criti-
cism is in his management of the press.
He is an absolute autocrat. He has
made a joke out of that freedom of the
press of which Anglo-Saxons have
boasted—wyith this exception.

Control of she Press.

Kitchener hasn't cared what editors
have sald about him. But they must
not print tabooed news. The Engliah

ener has

papers — especially the Harmsworth
group in Londoen — have attacked the
military cepsorship with great bitter-

ness. ‘\mthmg has been said on the
American side of half thse edge and
welght of venom that is being said al-

most dally in =England. Kitchener
doesn't care. He Is oblivious to publie
oplnion. Here's a story that proves {t:

It was charged against him in SBouth
Africa that he had ordered his i troopers
to ride Inte the tall grass “and bring
out the wounded natives on their
lances.” That was almost inhuman, of
course. A great rowdyv-dow was ralsed
about it The papers shrieked over It

hera was a parliamentary Inquiry.
Kitrhener didn't say a word. He didn’t

That order of his was as much forced
by milltary necessity as was the burn-
ing of Louvain, He 4dild not apologize
for it. Ha didn't care shucrks what
anyone thought of it, The clamor died
out when the English peonle—an es-
sentially practical race -— learned the
truth.

So Kitchener has muzzled the press
in this war. He has ruthlessly sup-
pressed information which might be a
weapon In the hands 9f the enemy or
make trouble at home. He would not
let the story of the sinking of tha
Audacious bes told. He has not let the
English public know that Japan inter-
vened at Great Britain's request, or
that China has protested against the
violation of her seutrality by both Eng-
lish and Japanesq troops. A long list
of like actions by the censor might be
cited. It Is important to get at Klitch-
ener's viewpoint.

He will not permit the publication
of anvthing which he, as a gsoldler,
thinks may add to the difficulty of his
task. He is the sole judge. Whers a
doubt arlses, he riules against the
newspapers—and lets ‘'em rave,

But they can say anything
choose about him.

they

Left to right—ILord Kiichencr, Wwho ruales the RBritish war office with an iron hand; Fleld Msarshal French, who is in com-
mand of the British forces on the continent.
bridge across a river, under heavy | asked If he could neot largely Increase| deny or explain. FFinally some one oll
Tire. his output. s to him a.ndpdmﬁande-! that he ﬁIh"d'-(s i SIR JOHN FRENCH

“You are slow,” sald Kitchener, “Not without doubling the capacity “Damn them,” gald Kitchener, slow- ; _—

The engineer in command said that | of my plant,” said he. *I cannot af-|1y. HIis red face turned redder. His IME vyears ago elaborgte man-
was true. Hut he was protecting his| ford to do that unless I am assured of | angry eyes turned slowly upon the S euvers were held at Aldershot in
men, =He could save an hour's time | at least three years' business.” questioner, under his heavy brows, = 1. Th 1 w corre-
by another method, but it might cust| = “3o ahead and double,” said Kitch-| “Damn them. They hamstrung my LnR!m!r'. e regular war B
50 lives, ener. “You'll get the business.” horses.” epondent of a London paper was in-

"Save the hour.” said Kitchener, His past history is an open book. His That wag all. When his men rode into \"ulidamd at. the 11_T_I1f'- A Krt"_‘_tlh?r‘n
turning away “We can spare men | quarrels with slack and inefficient ad- | the grass natives who had been wound- “i_‘f; Bfnt dmﬂn_ to cover the n';-.\lew."[
better than we can spare time.” ministrators at home and abroad afe | ed or pretended to he wounded laid in "‘“‘”’ in despair,” he #‘ia‘d later. _

It recalls a mere recent story. A | known. That his achlevement in rals- | Wait. As a horse passed they ham- | Knew nothing of military ar-falrs, but
manufacturer of kheki. the strung it, Then theyv chopped the rider, | !t wWas essentlal that I succeed with

that assignment.”

By some chance he fell in with a
square, dumpy, red faced old gentle-
marn. Tha old gentleman didn't look
like a soldier. He wore no uniform.
He didn't even carry a stick. He wus
leaning againat a fence when the de-
spairing correspondent encountered
him,

“What," that Individual.
piteously, “are they doing now?"

Thae old gentelman discdoverad
voungster's plight. Then he suld
thought he could help him. ”

“1 know more or lexs about this
sort of thing,” sald he, modes'.y.
“Beastly technical, you know, Per-
haps vou'd best take rather careful
notes,"”

S0 the boy took careful notes,
the old gentleman told him all
the maneuvers, and what they
and what each commanding officer
had been trying to do. and why he
failed or succeeded, as the case might
be, That report made a war cor-
respondent out of a previously harm-
lesa reporter. He's over In France
now, dodging arrest and bullets, When
I-.e sald goodby he diffidently ex-

ressed his thanks,

asked

the
he

and
about
meant,

CCUTES ENGLISH STRATEGY

——

ON CONTINENT
IN CHARGE OF ARMIES

FRENCH

His Reputation as Europe's Foremost Cavalry Leader an
by Hard Work; Achievements in South Africa Evideiice
of His Military Efficiency.

LIKE HIS CHIEF HE HAS NO USE FOR PRECEDENT

T

Will you tell me your name?' he
asked.

“Oh, F‘ranch * sajd tna otber care-
lessly—"81ir John French."

Now a Fileld Marshal.

French is now the field marshal in
eommand of the English forces in
France. He conducted a rvetreal fol-

lowing thea disaster at Mons whicn
has been called by ecritics one of the
finest feats of arms In the history of
Britilsh wars. Nothing short of that
was expected of French by those¢ who
were even slightly familiar with his
history. He has been ngmed as the
foremost cavailry leader in Europa.
He wam the one British general v hose
reputation was enhanced by the War
in South Africa, And yet he had
just * escaped retlrement becauss he
was too efficient.

The Britlsh war office was so dry

in those days that it rattled., Thoss

Though by no means a bookworm, ha
fs famillar with the history of every
important campaign. There is no step

forwerd in strategy that he has not
mastered. Lord Roberts once sald of
him:

“1 inspected his regiment once—
French then being a maljor, As he
came across the parade ground I
asked his colonel:

“'Of what value?

“‘Forever reading military books'
wWes the reply.”

After service In the Soudan and

elsewhera French was given vommand
of his old reglment, the Nineteenth
Hussars, In 1888, and was statloned
at Aldershot. He had the chance to
try outl msome new moveg on the mlili-
tary chessbourd When the maneu-
vers of 1899 came Le put them In ap-
eration.. The old timers maid that he
was too reckless It was perfectly
true that he was uniformly sUCCeas-
ful In peace practios, but they sald
he would be cut te pieces in war, He
would have heen recommended for re-
tirement, save for Sir Hedvers Hullar

“Give him another chance,” sald
RBuller. “There's good stuff in him."

Then the South African war came,
and Buller insisted that I*ench ba
given his chance on the vehit The
other offirials of the war office pro-
tested. 'They pointed oul that every
move made by French was a depart-
ure from sacred and time honored
precedent. Buller sald that possibiy
something of that sort might he need-
ed In Africa. He sald he didn't be-
ileve the Boers knew enough about
precedent to care If Frepch did err
once in a while.

And He Did Win.

“What we want,” sald Buller,

man wheo can win'

“is a

Freuch did win, Ile was uniformly
successful. No one, perhaps, except
the men most Intimutely concerned,
know whether there was ever any
personal hostility between [French and
Kitchener. But the injudicious f(riends
of both Kicked up a mighty shindy.
They insisted upon comparing tha rec-
ord made Ly the two men in Africa

Franch had many victorieuxw battles to
his credit, It was polnted out that
Kitchener only lald clali to ane
that being the defeat of Cronjfe-—and
that he would not havae won this fight
if Freneh's 3000 cavalry—men w®ind
horses exhaustad by fantastic exer-
tions—had not come up from Kimber-
ley in time to arrest ("ronje's retreuat
Whatever may be the truth, it ls
certain that the two men have worked
well in double harness since the pres-
ent war hgegan. French had been inade
field marshal 24 hours hafore Kiteh-
ener took the portfalio of secretnry of
state for war. Kitchener hau repeated-

his services in thes fleld Frenely
had no om\orlnnlt,\ to he .r-qu:lh

ce

NOTABLE COLLECTION OF WASHINGTON RELICS OWNED BY MASONIC _ODGE OF WHICH HE WAS MEMBER

mahogany mantel clock which waa in
Washington's bedchamber and which
Ellgsha C, IMck stopped when Washing
ton died It is said to be the only ar-
ticle of Washington's bedrnom furnish-
not returned to Mount Vernon
With its weiglit and cat-gut cords, sev-
ered by Il Dick, and which stand be-
side it It loaoks out from its glass case
and forever silently procilaimg the mo-
ment of its great owner's passing. ®

In another case i2 Gencrail Wasning-
ton's Masonic apron "md =ash of silk,
embroidered by the Marquise de lafay-
ette and presented for her, together with
a rare little box of inlay, to General
Washington by the Marqguis de Lafay-
ette when he visited Washington In
1784. The apron i8 of heavy cream sat-
in, oncea white, but wvellowed bv vears,
heavily fringed and embroidered iIn
gnld, with tha United States flag and
the French flag crossed abhnve a coms-
plicated design of embroldery of a bee-
hive and fairfe=s Incidentally, the
lodge also posiesses the key of the
front gates of the Bastile, a huge thing
of five pounds’ welght, ' presented by
Lafavette at the time of his last visit,
and also the Charles Wilson FPeele por-
trait of Lafayvette In enlonial uniform.

Washington's Pocket Enife.

In the samea c¢asxe also are snuch per-
sonal things as the general’'s wedding
gloves, a blark glove he wore while
mouirning for his maother., his pruning
knife which he usad at Mount Vernon,
and his pocket knife, given 1o him by
his mother when he was 12 vears old,
and never out of his pogsession until
the time of his death. “\n- ‘erning the
gift of the knife, an interesting hit of
Washington's life is revealed

When George was 11 years old, his
father died, and shortly afterward the
boy went to live with his half-hrot

IMEs

Lawrence, at Mount Vernon, and visit-
ed at Belvoir. the home of William
Fairfax, friend and nelghhor. George

conceived the notion that he would like
to become a midshipman in the British
navy, and Lawrence and the Fairfaxes
aacured him tha commis=sion. But the
idea didn't please his mother. When
all preparations had heen made for his
departure, unahble to persuade him that
his choleca was unwise, she forbade his
Eolng. 8Borrowfullv, hr»’al.:rr»'-n-_ir‘rod his
commission and his cherished hope, and
returned to his mathematics in prep-
aration for a carser as civil engineer.

The very next order of goods that
Mistress Mary Washington sent to
England contained the item, "one good

penknife.” This “good penknife” ghe

presented to her son Geofge as a re-

Washington's mansion at Mount Vernon,

as it appears today.

ward for his obedience and counseled
him to “Alway= obey your superiors.,”

He carried the pocket knife con-
etantly, and years later told its history
to General Knox. Wheg at Valley
Forge, surrounded by his ragged and
half-starving troopers, for whom a
timid congress had made no provision,
in a fit of despair and disgust, he wrote
hi= resignation as commander in chief,
and, summoning his staff, read the res-
ignation to them, Ons of the officers
who heard him was General Knox, who
reminded him of the knife and his
mother's words, “Always obey your
superiors.” “You,” continved Gen-
eral Knox, “were commanded to lead
this army, and no one has ordered you

g= Tl oy g -2 RS SR P

to cease leading it. Think it ever.,”
Washington thought it over. Half an
hour later he had torn up hisg resigna-
tion and announced his determination
to fight to the finish.

On jts walls Alexandria lodge dis-
plays another of its valuable posses-
stons, and which is intilmately econ-
nected with Washington's early Hfe at
Mount Vernon. This Is a life size por-
trait of Thomas, sixth Lord Falrfax,
father of William, whose daughter
married Lawrence Washington. Lord
Fairfax, who emigrated to Virginia in
1741, came to take possession of §,500,-
090 acres of rieh Virginia land inherit-
ed from his mother, and It was on
these lands as a boy of 18 that George

Washington 414 his first considerable
work as a gurveyor. The portrait in the
lodge room hy Sir Joshua Reynolds is
the only portrait of this Fairfax In ex-
istence.

Two Priceless Relics.

In the upper end of the chamber and
now protected in a great glass case,
though it was kept in constant use for
more than & century, s the chalr
Washington used when master of the
lodge, and which he had brought for
that purpose from his library in Mount
Vernon. About the walls are 17 ma-
hogany chairs, still in constant use,
and which constituted a portion of the
old lodge's original furnishings.

Possibly surpassing all _other relics

in historic value I8 the ivery handled
sllver trowel which was used at the
laying of the cornerstone of the ecap-
itol at which Washington officiated.
The trowel has been engraved with a
simple statement of its history, lest
doubters rise to question its genuine-

ness,
Still More Treagures,

In a glass case is the yellowing old
lodge charter granted in 1788, which
contains not only the name of General
Washington as master of the lodge, but
thve autograph of Edmund Randolph,
who was at the time grand master of
Virginia and governor of the common-
wealth, who wag a membeér of the con-
vantion whirh framed the constitutlon,

and who later served in \\-Hhhil'l::fulln
cabinets as attorney general and sevre-
tary of war. From tline Lo time the
assartion has been made that Wash-
ington wes not artuslly & Mason, The

old charter under which Alexandrin
londge ®till hasx authority effectually
puts te rest such hile contantion Al
er tha necessary pProeamble, the fnstro-
ments declare, “Know ve, that we, kd
mund Randolph, liza.. Governnr of the
Cemmonwealth aforesaid, and Grand
Master pf the Most Ancient and Hon-
orable Soclety of Free Masons, within
the same. by and with the consant of

the Grand Lodge of Virginia _gdo hereby
conatitiute and appoint our lllustrious
and well-beloved hrather, George
Washington, Esa, late General and
Cammander in ('hief of the forces of
the Umnited States of America,” and
continues wilth the statement of Wash-
Ington's heing muada charter Master,

The minutes of the lodge, faithfully
preservad, contaln what is probahly the
only absolutely "'guthentic and  firsg
kand account of the funeral of (ien
erul Washington, which was conducted
with Masonilc ceremonies by Lthe Alex
andria lodge.

Washingtﬁo_h_"s Mother

URMNG Washington's i
D impression hin mother, Mary

Ball Washington, made upon every.
body was that of being “She-who-must-
be-obeyed " It was not merely that her
own children pald her the tribute of
profound deference and awe, for that
was not uncommon in the cighteanth
century, but that she created a simillar

th

Pfecling among ethers.

She was an awe-Inspiring person. as
was her son later in life, though prob-
ably neither of them had the leant lden
of the fact that mest of those with
whom they came In contact stood some-

what In fear of them. This fear Jid
not préavent people from king Mra
Washington any more than It after-

ward prevented them from liking her
son.

Yet a contemporary called her course
with her mon George “fond and wun-
thinking.”
and there was nothing of the Epuarian
mother about her. The time wias hear
when she was to prove It by standing
in-his way in life for fear he would get
hurt, and she was tokeep up that atti-
tude, to his considerable um«.\u'ue all
through his life

All through her life she st“n;,glod

deaperatuly to keep him from the dan-

1 leader to

high 1n authority had made routine
their god. French was just the othar
gort. He was continually studying.

erous in publle But not
stuff officer is sald to have
to Him that certaln men
which were sorely needed:
mrrived
“They nre
sald French
Kitchener
French

long ago a
comblained
and supplles
had -nol yat
not due for two days."
“Then they will be here.
is seelng to ItY

isn't at all the sort of man
Appearance one expectg a cavalry
be. He is aliort and sguat
In figure. His scent upon a horse has
been called absolutely ludlerous, ai-
though it 18 conceded thut few horses
can master him, e could never play
polo well enpugh to get ex:--isa out
of the pastime, and he hues Lad more
than one aceident in the huatiag rleld.
But he is untiring—at leust i
the Bouth African war he up

In

EAV

the only bed te a fatigued svbellsrn
who was 20 yeara his Jjunior, and
glept well upon the floor—aad he
unites caution to apparent roeck'ess-
ness in his field operations,

“lt is finstinetive with Lim,” sald
one of his juniors, “"He puuses just

long enough to get tlie torms of thae
problem fairly before him, and then
his decision is Instantaneous Timas
after time he led his men into what
seemed murder. It proved to be the
only road to safety.”

A Bense of Humor,

He ia a quiet, unassuming man, who
rarely speaks untll he Is spoken to,
unless among friends. Then he in a
most excellent companlor. By times
he js fond of na practical joke, ums
shown by the story told of his het at
the mess table, The talk huad turned
upon shooting at the butts,

“I wlill bet a box of cigars,”
“that 1 can correctly call
of 10 shots at 600 yards tomorrow,
without walting for the marker"”

Some one accepted the wager, Thae
naxt morning the whole mess was ot

sald he,
the result

the rifle ranges. Freuch carefully se-
lected his rifle, took careful alm and
fired, After each of the 10 ghotm he
called out:

“A mins!"

Underneath his heavy mustache Is a
very sensitive mouth. He I8, In fact, &
shy and retiring man, His sister, Mra.
Desxpard, one of the leaders of English
suffragista, once commented on this,

“I had been telling John how hard

it ;was for me to make my appoar-
ances In publie,”™ sald sha, “T wns
afrald that some dav T would be uh-
able to play my part. lle laughed at
me,
. "'That’'s ., nothing,” msald he, ‘'I'va
never haen able to do anything worlh
while In my life that 1 didn't have
to srrew myself up to It first'”

For all hisn kindness and his diffi-
dence he i hard as nalls when duty
s In question Hea doess not sxcuss
Incompetence or mlackness. one of
his Tomniles once put the case very
neatly.

‘Ole Frefleh,” said he, “dont
much—-but doesn’'t he just bite!”

IFrench Js 68 yoears aold now.
comes of an old Galway family, His
father had heen a commander In the
royal navy and French himself served
four yeurs In It But the service
never appealed to him, and after a
time he retired and made A try [or
the arimy, The vcompetitive exarnlpa=
tion kept hlm out of a= commissl o,
and so he gEot In "through the oar &
door'-——by taking a commission the
militia and obtalining a His
promotion was reasenably

bark

Te

In
tranmfer
rapid.

HURT JDURNALU'STS "AIDED

Puris, Feb, 20 The Anele-Americsn
Press association has jfust glven 51010
to the fund for the beanefit of woundol

ly given pralse to his subordinate for |
hing | i

He was her favorite child, p

j French  Journalists, the number of
| whom has aliready reachad 30 Minin-
| ter Briand. ex-Premier Dupy, amnd the
Hritish nne American uwimbaksndors
[rronm i s 1 o attend the jiEsoCin-
uncheon Monday,

vy

Ftlon®s weelkly

His Mother Had No Desire
for Washington to Become
Famous—in Fact  She
Openly Opposed It,

ERrous
nothing

path af glory Bhe cared
for his achjevements, wnd
probably dld not understand thelr -
portance;: certainly, she Al ol nnder-

_stand his fame. Fach tlme ho entered

npon A new venture she saw only, an
rhe heart-brokenly expressed i1, “more
fighting, more bloadshed.” Whether
or not her courme with him az a boy
was “fond and unthinking." it surely
merited that description In his man-
hood )

But the first manifestation of this
gpirit resulted in her rendering an In-
estimable service to mankind.

When George wam a young lad, he
winted 1o entar the British navy His
mother onposed It successfully. Rut
zhea never mucceedesd ngain in siaving
hix steps In that great career, though
#he alwavae tried When Captaln Rob-
ert Orme, one of Braddock’ aldns da
ramp, wrote by the generals” orders
offering Washington a place on his
staff, the bhrilllant apportunity offered

congternntion in ner,
She hurried to Mount Vernon and tried
to prevent him from accepting it
Washington was a man now,.and his
aown mnuster He pafumsd to b dimeard-
ed, and went on that campalgn from
whirh he wan to reap =0 much renown
The last straw was when ‘she legyned
that her slidest son was not only zolog
tn he a rehel, but was te be tlir clilef
rehet af all, the commander of the
roebd™ ot} Her langunge wns veler-
ent, wiul har friendseould not vomlort
her. itimately she relented; embraced
her son, and gave him her blessing |

him aroused only

The genaral saw Mttle of her during
the war Bha went ahout her Jdally
work as usual, and dailv, seated in an

old-fashioned ofien chnlse, she went ont
to the farm and superintended the
vork.
Lafayette's Visit,

Lafayvette, who had met Mrs. Wash-
Ington bafore, vigited ler alter the bat-
tle of Yorktown, an.d came upon her
working in her garden In a4 homesjpun
dress and a straw bonnet. She did riot
change her dress In honor of the young
nobleman. She listened to his enthusl-
asm over her idol, Washington, and

{(Continued on FPuige Tend




