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BOOTH TELLS HOW TIMBER

(Continued From Preceding Page.)

discredited in all. If I prove two of
themn false, then the evidence agalnat
im multiplics, and 50 on thrugh the

cuse,
Tells of His Beginning.

"Where did we commenceg with this
Little patch of timber?

"The tecurd 18 here, gnd 1 want te
suy that the proof of every sentence
that 1 shall utter |8 here In docu-
pients thut I 1 ul not have lime to
yvou, Just this thing, however.
That ttle patch of Umber was purs
chiasod Ly people other than curselves,
We gt it hy the assignment of con-
tracts, We Lave worked |t ten years
and there ls seven years yet therg to

cut, ‘That was the beginning of our
operations. It is the sworn testimony
of inysell In the Three-len rate case

beforg the Interstiate Commerce Com-
missivn and in the records glven here
im this clty in the Innocent Purchias-

ers’ bill, and 1f Mr., West did not
know It, It 18 his own fault; it is a
public record and I belleve hos did
know It,

“HBut he charges, secondly, that the
fortunes of the Bouth-Kelly Lumber
company were founded on the pur-
chase of u tract of timber of about
17,000 acres.”

{(The speaker here produced a map,
to which he referred)

Tells How Lands Were Bought.

Mr. HBooth. "The yellow here repre-
sents that timber, The green was
tmber that we did not own., This is
the rallroad to which he refers, that
he says wus bullt under cennlvance
with the rallruoad officials. This Is

. Eugens (indicuting) and here is where
our mill Is situnted, Here are the oth-
er mills. lle Buys we owned all the
timber, that others could not operate
and therg has besn nothing else doing

therg in Lthat country.

“Listen, men. This s all timber
belt, except the little wvalley where
the rallroad ruus. Dl we connlve
with the Oregon offlcials, who were

afterwards discharged?

“Here I8 the fact. The lands were
bought of the vice-president of the
Oregon & Calffornia railroad, and also
of the Houthern Paclific company, in
conjunction with € P. Huntingwen, its
president. The contracts are here, If
you want o read them. We bought
it, he says, never paying a dollar of
the principal, and pnly the 1interest
after the timbér was cut., oOut of
that, and from that we have paid to
the laboring men of Oregon $10,000,-
000, operated for 10 years, and there
in 10 years yet to cut,
© “Wg never had any interest in that
rond, except we gave the right of way
for It and the ties We never had a
secret rote, and, as a railroad com-
milsggloner, tie knew that, or could
have known |t We never nad the
contract dellvered to us until stmul-
taneously with it we had to sagree lo
opurate and to ship L2500 cariosds of
timber over that road the first year.

Declares Statement False.

“Doey anyhpdy else there operate?
Let'n svco He says not. But there
are nine mills on shat road other than
ours In every sentence that la ut-
tered, whethar as to connivance with
Oregon officinls, whether as 1o con-
struction of the road, or secrel rates;
or the payment of that, he falsified,
and could hnve known It If he desired,
and had he been a man, he would have
known |t,

“And, furthermore, slnce the facta
are ax | state, I offer to pay his way,
or any man who desires to go in this
audience, to ses whether this timber
is all ecut, and what the fuacts are,
Every dollar of It was pald within a
little over five years by the mortgng-
ing of the premises, and every state-
ment Liut he uttered Ip reference to
it s absolutely false. (Applatse.)

"“He says that I was in com lvance
—perhaps that Is not the direct state-
ment; I leave it to you to judge—that

I was In connlvance politicalls with
the men, Senator Mitchell, Senator
Fulton and others, .hat enabled us to
buy these lands; and that I was in
the legialature at the time.
Lands Owned Previously,
“Thesa lands were purchasod some

yYears—nearly two years—after we
had commenced operations, and then
they were purchased two years before
I was in the legislature, twu ykars
before Senator Mitehell was vlected,
-and four yvears before Senator FFulton
wies elected, TMid he state A truth? 1
leavg It to you. And If he did not
state It In these cases, is it credible
to helieve that he stated it in any?

**He says something about school
lands, There were no school lands
vacant when we purchased this,. Wae
got tha school mections in that terri-
tory en that map from Governor Bliss
of Michlgan,

“He #nys that we wers active In
scripping. I.et me tell you this.
That the lands that I have shown you
were near the rallroad. they were the
frontage, and the even sections thera
had been taken, Why don’'t he tell you
what he might have known, that more
than four fifths of all the lads that
either company that I represented or
was ever assoclated with ever had—
the title to four fifths of them had
passed from the government when 1
was a hoy 6 or 8 years old. Ha could
have as well sald that T was In league
with the Almighty to make Adam that
he might have gone down to this gen-
eriation that I might get thesa landa
(Applause and cheera.)

Titles Were Adjudicated.

“He said that I had my brother ap-

pointed to .the land office, that these
things might be done. They were ac-
quired before my brother was In the
land office: and if he Is a man unfit
for this position, why did Governor
West appoint him, at his own solici-
tation, as & member of the State Ag-
ricultural soclety? '
_ He sald furthermore about thess
lands that we had gbtten In conniv-
ance with the government, that the
officials or with politicians ip thed
Klomath Indlan reservation, that we
had robbed the children. Listen Lo me.
The title. to those lands, extending
from Eugene to Idaho, passed from the
government In 1864, under a Demo-
eratle president, by the request of a
Democrat, ex-Mayor Fond of San Fran-
cisco, and the president of g large
banking concern, and the titles to those
linds were adjudicated by the supreme
court of the United States. Could there
have been any connivance?

“Hut listen to this: When we bought
them, 111,383 acres Iying within the
Klamath Indian reservation was in
litigation. We made a contingent price
The company who owned them was to
cirry this through the supreme court,
where it was then lodged. They did.
The company won, and then it was that
the United States government had
lands allotted to Indians; 21,000 acres
of them that belonged, not to the EOovV.
ernment, but to this road company
that had scquired title in 1584,

‘“What did I do then? I went to the

Ang “the department half way

Bovernment to ask them what they
desired us to do, and they said by act
of congress—1 have it here before me
on this table and we ask you &ll to see
it—that the secretary of Lhe interior
be authorized and instructed to clas-
sify these lands and ascertain at what
price In cash we would sell them or
upon what basls we would exchange
them for other lands. They were ex-
anmined and classitied, and here Is what
occurred.

"A representative of the government
and a representative of our company
went over Lhe land, We classifi=d

them loto 18 different classes. We
wWelt then (o the representative men
in Klamath county, asking thm to

appralise them, and they were appralsed
by elght different men, inecluding mer-

chants and bankerg and the assessor,|

and then we made thls proposition tn
the government. [ will only read part
oltl It but 1 will leave it here for you
all, -

"“"T'he lands of this compiany there-
In whereto fts title is settled by the
aforesaid decision of the supremse
court, comprise about 11,000 acres of
odd numbered sections, To determine
# falr and proper price therefor as of
present thine the company recently
caused the land to be examined, tract
by truet,’ and so on, and made a re-
port, which follows here. It shows a
total acreage of 11,888; an average val-
uation by the eight people of Klamath
county of $5.11.

Offered to Sell or Exchange.

“But we sald to the government—I
wish 1 might read this all but the
time Is slipping by rapldly. Instead
of asking them $8.11 we sald we were
willing to take 3$7.50, or this—and I
sk you to hear it: 'Or we will ex-
change Lthem for an equal area of
tqual value, and If we cannot deter-
mine this by our representatives we
will do It by any sort of a board se-
lected in any manner that Is fair.' They
sought to exchange lands with us
rather than to pay the cash, and that
we did., We offered to exchunge these
lands for others within the reserva-
tion, and for a lesser sum.

“"Thess appralsements, men and wo-
men, «id not Include the two story
wliile houses, many of them, that were
on those premlises, and owned by the
Indinns, they included none of the (m-
provements; we exeluded them alto-
gether and Lhen weg said to the gov-
ernment, ‘We will take 87,000 acres.
And what occufred? When this agree-
ment wus made 1 went to the interior
department. Mr. Hitchecock was the
secretary and 1 was under indictment.
1s there anybody here that thinks he
gave me the best of the trade, or that
I could impose upon him? Listen to
what happened.

Commissioner Was Gratified.

“When the trade was agreed to, at
his suggestion the bill that authorized
this was to be written in his pres-
ence, approved by him before it was
ever Introduced. It was introduced,
referred to the Iinterlor department,
by them to Mr. Leupp, commissioner
of Indlan affairs, by him recomme:d-
ed, recommended by Mr. Hitcheock,
secretary of the Interior, and passed,
und cthen it was after 1t was all done,
that I have from them, this letter,
This la from the commissioner of land
affairs, Mr. Leupp:

"'l am gratified, also, as [ always
am when the tracks can be ecleared
of accumulated obstacles Lo the prog-
ress of another lIndian cribe; and I
think that the way this matter was
settled will help the Klamaths to get
their minds into a better frame with
regard to their local  Industries. 1
am sure that {t could not have been
go satisfactorily arranged If your com-
pany . had not shown a brouad spilrit
in Jdealing with the situation and meet-
in the
measure for adjustment.,” (Applause).

“That {s how we sold the land. Is
there a word of truth in what he
sald? Absoclutely none. These were
matters of public record that any man
might have known and that I believe
he did know. But with the same spirit
that prompted hinl not to protote
justice but to thwart (t, he made that

staterment, when the public records
contradict him,
+ "He said the remainder of it, five

hundred thousand acres, or four hund-

red, or whatever It was, we sold to
widows, and 80 on, by a loltery
scheme.

Transferred t0 Minneapolis Man.

“Listen here. We sold that land—
I have all of these documents here
and 1 can present them to you en-
tirely—we sold all of those lands to
Harry Hunter,. of Minneapolis, and
one man, or two, who were associated
with him, The contract wus written
in this city by Arthur L. Veazie, our
attorney. Every payment that was
mude was covered by =& receipt in
his office, and 1 authorize him now,
and would have had him here—had he
been Iin town—and release aAny con-
fidential relations that he may give
to you the facts just as they are.

“The contract was carried out pro-
cisely, except where we granted a lit-
tle extension, and 1 have here the
record from our bookkeeper of every
payment that was made. Mr. Hunter
in his company took other men in part-
ners, in & partnership, so he tells ma.
The record shows that that company
transferred them, to a corporation
formed in Arizona by the name of ta=a
Oregon Military Grant Road company,
and they went to a Kansas City coun-
cern, the Oregon Valley Land company.

“They put them on the market and
sold them. We never had a cent in-
terest beyond that contract. Mr. West
could have known it if he had searched
the records, either at Portland or at
Lakeview and the counties through
whilch they extended 1f he did noi,
he is at fault, and If the facts I state
fn this, and in relation to other
things, are true, he owes It to the
people of Oregon to apologize, and if
he is & man, he will apdlogiza to me.
(Applause and cheers).

Denies Tax Dodger Charge.

“He says that I am a tax dodger.
Here are what the facts are: First as
to the leglslative proceedings. There
was a bill iotroduced by a gentieman
fram Multnomah making a specia] act
te assess timber land.
1 killed it. My vote with others did,
and 1 have no apology to offer for ir,
because I stand here, as a fair minded
man, to say that the timber is bearing
its just proportion,

ere is what has transpired. Since
our company was organized we have
pald over §304,000 into the treasury of
Lane county a5 taxes. And listen
here. Since all of our lands were ac-
quired and without the acquisition
of another acre our taxes have In-
creased under the present law seven
fold, Here is the statement (exhibit-
ing paper). 1 offer it to you all

“And as to the lands on the othear
side of the mountains, we pald when
we got them $5000 taxes; now we pay
1500, with only about a seventh of
the land leftt Am I a tax dedger?
That Is the record. Qur books were
open to our assessor, and there has
never been any complaint,

“Listen then, just to this last state-

They say that

L] L4

|

(Continued From Preceding Page.)
to ecomply with the request of Mr.
Kelly?

“The company pald purchase price
of land to government d all fees and
expenses upon final proof, In July,
1902, following the final proefs in
May previous, each of the applicants
executed and delivered deeds fer the
land to the company or to R. A. Booth
::nd each received. fromm the company

100,

“The Edward Jourddn deed was
dated July 22, 1%02, but was not re-
corded until September 6, 19%07.

“"Hemember that during that time
there were land fraud investigations,

Deeds Not Becorded.

“The four La Raut deeds were not
"recorded but were retained until the
latter part of 1904 or early In 19035,
when the land fraud Investigations and
prosecutions In Oregon wetle in prog-
ress, when they were returned to the
makers and destroyed. The La HRauts
made other deeds in 1%07. Lucy and
Ethel were each paid $25 upon execu-
tion of «the latter deeds, Three years
after executling thelr secend deeds,
' when they were about to go to Canaga,
‘and agents eof the government were
making inquiry about their entries, and
 shortly before this sult was com-
| menced, Btephen and Alice La Raut
| were each paid $50 by the company.
! “The applleants and patentees never
| saw the land entered by them except
when Brumbaugh took them to the
"land before the entries were made,
. They never made any effort to dispose
of them, never Inquired the value there-
of or the amount of timber thereon or
took any Interest whatever therein;
never inquirgd as to the expemse of
the entries or whether taxes were being
palid thereon, mnotwithstanding they
were always in poor clrcumstances,

“"The books of the cempany show
that it assumed control and ownership
of these lands Immediately after
proofs, and charged itself with all ex-
penses relating to these lands., begin-
ning with its crulse thereon up to the
present, Including taxes.”

Big Acreage Included.

“The stumpage account contained
somewhere close to 150,000 acres.” The
total of $301.083 above, made up of
small items of expenss upon sald
claims, “designated ‘Brumbaugh Land
Claims,” was nowhere charged to the
individuals but was carried {nto the
stumpage account under the general
item ‘Cruising.’

“Now the cruising of the company
on those claims shows that they aver-
aged, the five claims I have mentioned,
about 6,750,000 feet to the guarter sec-
tion; the cruisings of the government
show that they average 8.530,000 feet.
Now taking the two together they
would average 7,500,000 feet. Flguring
the stumpage at only 60 cents on the
ground, these claims were Wworth
$3750 aplece; vet the poor relations
were obliged to turn them over to fhe
Booth-Kelly Lumber company for $100
ipiece. (Applause.)

“Now it is said in the brief that, ‘It
Is believed a proper construction of the
facts as shown by the elrcumstances
and the aects of the parties renders the
pretended explanations of the defend-
ants and entrymen absolutely absurd
and untenable, and unerringl!y points te
the truth of the allegations In com-
plainant's bill of eomplaint, and fully
justifles and demands a cancellation of
all the patents Involved In the sult.

“Now, before the claims in contro-
versy were flled upon, the Booth-Kelly
Lawmber company had the lands crulsed,
together with other lands in the vicin-
ity, and was then and had been for a
year prior thereto engaged In purchas-
ing timber lands in that vicinlty.”

Paid §800 Each.

‘Title was Iimmedlately taken to
the Dunbar, Roche, BErumbaugh and
Jordan eclalms. Dunbar and Roche
were employes in the Booth-Kelly

In the same localily and were paid
$100 aplece at the same time. But
later on when the government investi.
gatlons were on and the Booth-Kelly
Lumber company needed the testimony

of Mr. Dunbar and Mr. Roche to
S{uare accounts with Eovernment,
they were glven about $300 moras

Rpiece. That was a number of years
afterwards.

“That Allce and Stephen LaRaut
entered the land in behalf of the de-
fendant company through an arrange-
ment with R. A, Booth is shown by
tha fact that the matter was the sub-
Ject of family conversation, as related
by the witness, Mrs. Applestone, ‘she
was & daughter of one of the LaRauts,
Mrs. LaRaut,” which occurred about
the time the entries were made, or
immediately prior thereto. These con-
versations gave the amount to be Te-
ceived by the entrymen as $109 each,
for the sgervices in making the entry
on behalf of the company. The books
of the company show that these par-
ties did, subsequently, actually receiva
the sum of $100 within a few weeks
after they had made proof, and there-
upon deeds conveying the absolute
title to the company were made. Now
In reference to this Jordan claim of
which I speak, the United States at-
torney sald in arguing the case: 'To
submit argument to gshow that the Jor-
dan eniry was fraudulent would be
like arguing that it is day when the
sun is shining."

“The land embraced in the several
entries would not in such cage he car-
ried into the general invoice account
of land owned by the company, but
would be kept zeparately In the account
of each individual.

Nursery Rhyme Quoted,

“If Mr. Booth had done as he saye
"he has done, loaned these people $100,
when these land frauds came on us
stated in this government attorney's
brief, without a

ment, but T must close, for my tima
is up, though I am not haif through
with the first charges that he mads,
I will ettend to them a little later
as rapidly as 1 can.

|  “Now as to political manipulation.
i I never received a favor of the com-
missioner of the general land office,
or any senater or any congressman;
and hear me when I tell you that I
have never asked it. never wrote a
letter that gffected any titie to a
single acre of our land.

“Why did not Mr. West tell you
that all the lands, more than a mil-
lion acres that we have handled, more
than 99 per cent of {t—more than 95
per cent of it—had the title Initiated
before our company was organized? I
speak from the records.

“And furthermore, men, never has
there been ¥et actual disposition and
final disposition of an acre that we
own; not an acre; and there never
has been attacked more than five
claims, less than one-tenth of one
per cent of the lands that we have
handled. So you see that we go up
in the Royal Baking Powder's class,
our government notwithstanding.”
{Applause.)

i
)

Lumber company. They filed on lands |

consciousness of |

Masterly Presentation Brings Cheers

wrongdoing, thogse deeds would nn#*
have been destroved in December, 1804,
or In January, 1905, when the land
fraud prosecutions were arising In
Oregon, It reminds me of a little
nursery rhyme which I heard the other
day, which says:
(Laughter and applause.)

“*There was man in our town
Who saw a splendid prize

In_grabbing deeds 'to timber claims,
For he was wondrous wise;

But when he found the tale was out,
With all hig might and main

He sald the deeds were not lls own

And tore them up agaln.'

“He says in this briaf: 'If it were
true, as stated by Mr, HBHooth, that
these people were taking up lands for |
their own use and benefit and not for |
him, If it were true that Robert Booth |
was merely attempting to assist hial
relatives, there was no necessity of
paying them each $100 after the en-
tries were perfected. It could not well
be that the property of each was
fdentcal, and in order to relieve the
same that each should have exactly
the same sum that was paid Jordan,
to Brumbaugh, to Roche and to Dun-
bar.'

“Now. my friends, I want you te
understand the situation. (The spealk-
er here produced & map, to which he
referred),

“There were riallroad grants in that
section of the country. For a certain
distance on each side of the rallroad
the rallread company was given the odd
sections to aid in the construction of
the Oregon & Californiu rallroad,

Claims Are Sought.

“Now, when Mr. Hooth became en-
gaged in the lumbering business and
lie began to cut timber that went with
a little sawmill that he had leased from
Jones & Cook, or whoever It was, he
ran onto these wonderful claimg that
were owned by the rallroad company,
and they Imm-diately set about to se-
cure title to some of them at a low
price, which they were able to de
through friendly officials.

“That left, you see, in between thess
odd sections, which ara marked in red
the even sectlons which were either
vacant or had previvusly been taken by
eutrymen. Now after acquiring titls
it wag their aim 1o consolldate their
holdings and acquire title to these even
seetlons, That Is why they were tak-
ing advantage of the situation after
they had secured from the rallroad
comipany a branch line into the Wend-
ling miil.

“The only rallroad construction that
we enjoyed In thls stite forf about 20
years was the few milles that weras
built between Springfield and Eugene,
from Kuzene to Springfield, to the
Booth-Kelly mill, and the branch lins
up to Wendling, to accommodate the
Booth-Kellv people, Now they had the
only mill Wn that district, and thosae
who had timber In there were obliged
to sell t¢ the Booth-Kelly people at
4 mere plttance; and then they set
a.l.lo_ut to gather these other claims, the
LaRaut claims and the Jordan and
Brumbaugh and Roche., and others,
were flled over beyond the Cottage
Grover somewhere, as | remember it.

“Mr. Booth, In order to save those
lands, went on the witness stand and
testified that those pecple had taken
them for their own use and benefit,
and that either he or the company was
merely loaning them the money., 1|
want to read you just & little testi-
mony here from some of this. I want
16 read you what Judge Bean sald.
You know Judge R, S§. Bean, the Judge
of the federal court. I want tv read
what he sald about the Dunbar clalm.

Manner Looked Suspicions.

“He says: 'The fact that the money
was advanced by the company and the
manner In which the books were kept,
as well as the circumstances surroung-
ing the entry, were suspicious, and
standing alone tends strongly to sup-
port the government's contention. But
with the explanauon glven by the wit-
nesses they are not sufficient to over-
come the respect due to the patents or
the presumption which attended their
issuance, That he took the land not
for his own use and benecfit but for
the defendant company., His testimony
in this respect is confirmed by the
entries in the books and the circum-
sStances attending these entries.'

“In other words, Judge Bean held

that the Jordan entry was bogus, and
tliat the statements made by the com-
pany that he was taking the claim for
his own use and benefit wers falsa
(Applause),
) “Mr, Jordan was one of those labor-
ing men working for the Booth-Kelly
Lumber company, one of the labor-
ing men about whom Mr. Booth is so
solieitious, especially at this time
when he is running for the senate.
(Laughter and applause).

"Now listen. Jordan went on the
Wwitness stand and testified that ha
was asked by a representative of the
200th-Kelly company to take this
claim and they agreed L0 pay him $100,
and the Buwoth-Kelly Lumber company
went to the land office where John
Henry Booth, a brother of R. A, Booth,
wag receiver, and Mr, Bridges was
register, went there and the Booth-
Kelly Lumber company furnished the
money to pay the necessary fees,

Witness Gives Testimony,

Edward Jordan was called as a wit-
ress in supptrt of his application to
purchase the lot for which he applied.
Now the testimony-was taken before
Mr. Booth, remember, as receiver, and
kefore Mr. Bridges; and here is what 4
they asked him. Now remember he
was seni there by the Booth-Kelly peo-
ple. The bookkeeper of the Booth-
Keily people carried the check that
was to pay for the claim, and he sat
down in front of Jonn Henry Booth,
who was secretary of the company—
think now—secretary of the Booth-
Kelly Lumber company, amd he was
asked this question:

“‘Have you sold or transferred yeur
claim to this land since making your
sworn statement or have youy directly
or Indirectly made any agreement or
contract, fo any way or manner, with
any person whomsoever, by which thes
title which you may acquire from the
government of the United States may
inure, in whule or in part, to the bene-
fit of any person except yourself?

“He says, 'l have not.'

“‘Do you make this entry in good
faith for the appropriation of the land
exclusively to your oewn use and not
tor the use or benefit ¢f any other
person’ -

“Answer: ‘I do.

. ‘Has any other person than your-
-self, or has any firm, corporation, or
assoclation any Interest i the entry
¥ou are now making, or in the land, or
in the timber thereon? ™ '

‘Now 'just think. There he was, sit-
ting before J. H. Booth, the receiver of
the land office, the secretary of thg
Booth-Kelly Lumber company, and
right at that time there was laid on
tho counter by the bookkeeper of the
Booth-Kelly Lumber company a check
issued by the Booth-Kelly people in

favor of the land cffice to pay this

Governor West Bares Details of Booth’s Timber
LAND H()I_DlN(ES_/C\(:QL“REDI = ®® ®m ®m B ®m 2 ®mR ®ER ®B m o= ®

entry, and the contract was all made.
They were bringing that poor devil In
there to commit perjury for the paltry
sum of $100 in order that they might
take his claim, which cruised milllons
and was worth flve or six thousand

dollars,” (Applause),
West All Right.
A volce: *“What's the matter with
West? )

Another volce: ‘He's all right"

Governor West: “Now, Mrs, LaRaut
bad & daughter by the name of Apple-
stone. She went on the witneas stand
and they asked her, ‘Where wers you
living in 1502 and prior thereto, In
15017 She said, 'In 1861 T was living
in Portland, I think, Part of the time
with my mother and part of the time
ia Portland.'

‘“Where was your mother llving &t
that tme?

“'At Saginaw, Oregon.'

“*Do you remiember being up at your
mother’'s home in the spring of 1802
end summer?

* “Yes, sir.’ ?

“T»o you know anything about the

gntry of some timber land there by
ycur mother?”

“*Yes, sir

“*And the other members of the
family ™

“*Yes, sir, I do.

“+Just state now what you know )
sbout that, and wnat laformation you
have about It.'

“YWell, at the time I was thers they
kad come off from their claims.’

“*You mean they had been out to
visit their clalms?

" "Yes, sir, they had been out te see
the lanud?

" Well,
lond?”

“*My mother and step-father had
Leen.'

“* Who else?T

#*‘And Ethel. That s, I know that,
because they were at the house there
and 1 knew they had taken up a tim-
ber claim.'

Talked With Mother.

*“ *Now, did you have any convereka-
tion, or was thers any conversation
conducted and carried on in the fam-
i1y there which you heard in relation
to these timber claims?”

“‘Yes'

“*What did they say about the tim-
ber claims—how they happened to take
them up, and all about it?*

“‘ talked to my mother about It
especlally, and she told me that she
had taken up a claim and had taken
it up for Mr, Booth.' (Laughter and
applause.)

“‘What Mr Booth?”

who had been to se¢ the

A volee: “How Is that, Mr, Booth?"
Governor West: “Just a minute.
“What Mr. Booth T

“ *Robert Booth!'

*‘How did she say she co
it up for Robert Booth?

“ ] do not remember just the words.’

“*Go ghead now and state the con-
versation that dccurred there without
heing asked any questlons.

“ Well, we had talked about it so
many times, at different dates, and
she gald that she had taken up a claim
for Robert, and they were to.be paid
a hundred dollars—that 5 mamma
was to be pald & hundred dollars for
her claim’

~ Now jugt remember what this man
Jordan was up agsainst. (Laughter).
Jordan was working up there for a
emall wage and Mr. Kelly called him
up over the telephone.

«nwnat did Mr. Kelly say te ¥you

; the phone?’

O‘E{He a;kud me if 1 wanted to take
up a timber claim for him, and I told

to take

him yes." (Applause)

»nynat did be say he would glve
you?

» “That he would give me one hun-

dred dollars.’ (Laughter.)

wWhat else was he to do besides
pay you the §1007

“+He was to pay for the land and to
ay my expenses.
¥ ‘!:‘Ar:d V\‘-'Jhen you got te Roseburg
what happened?

*Now, listen to this: ,

" "We went in there to prove up.

* "“Who went in?

“ s three fellows—Mrs., Roche, Mr.
Brumbaugh and myself, I do not
know whether that was the time that
Mr. Booth said, ‘Stand back awhile, the
inspector was there’ (Applause and
cheers.) )

“Listen, listen. You are taking up
th& time here. (Further-applause and
cheers, with hisses.)

“Haw long did you stand back?

“ " jglf an hour, or such a matter.
(Laughter.) We went back of the
main office and sat in the window
there for a half of an hour or such a
time, and he called for us.

“ *Who called for you?

*‘Mr. Booth.'

“What Booth was that?

“fr. J. H. Booth.

“ "Wwho furnished the funds at the
time you proved up—who furnished
the money?

% “Phe Booth-Kelly Lufhber
pany.'

*“*"Who carried
who had It there?”

“‘Mr. Roche, he carried a check
That was the bookkeeper of the Booth-
Kelly company.’

““Who pald that check over to the
officers of the land office for your
land?

com-

the money there—

Check Was Given Her.

“T gave that over myself, He gave
me the check when we got to the land
office.' (Laughter.)

“‘Do you remember what kind of a
check that was?

*“*The Booth-Kelly Lumber com-
pany's check, Is all that I know.'
(Laughter and applause.)

“Now, these claling were Known as
the Brumbaugh claims, up the Brum-
baugh creek, Brumbaugh was an old
pioncer that the creek was probably
named for; and he had a son working
for the Booth-Kelly people, doing a lit-
tle e¢ruising, carrying compass, or
ehain, or something in the cruising
outfit, and he had been up there when
they cruised these claims, because he
knew they wanted it; they were using
him as a gulde, and they wanted him
to file on one for them, So Daniel F.
Brumbaugh tells his story,

“*“You took up a timber claim about
the same time a8 these claims involved
in this suit in this same locality?

“*‘Yes, sir.’

“ “Where was your claim, in relation
to the Jordan claim?

“"Well, mine was In 34, townships
21 and 22, and his is In section I, town-
ship 22, 1, T think'

** Was your claim anywhere ncar the
Dunbar claim?™

“'Yes: It jolned it'

“‘State the clrcumstances under
which you took up your claim and with
whom you negotiated?

“*There is not very much to ftell. I
can tell it in a very few words He
asked me Whether I would take up a
timber claim, and I told him I would.'
(Laughter.)

“ "Whe didT

Land Deals

'I;rom | éreat Augdience

*‘He gaid on Brumbaugh cheek’

“**And what else did he say as to
what he would do Jdf you did? .

*“‘He told me he would furnish the
money.’

* “What else?

Would Furnish Expenses.
“And pay my expenses’’
“Anything selse?” .

A. "And give me ons hundred dol-
lars,” (Laughter and applause.)

“Now 1 want you to remember that
it was elther Jordan or Brumbaugh
that testified in there that when they
Bave them the §100, they held out
$46 for a colt or & calf, ur semething
that they sold to him, so he only got
$60 {n cash.” (Laughter.)

A volce: "He will make a great
senator.” (Cries of “put him out.’”)

Another voles: "How about Bliss,
the corrupt governor of Michigan.

Governor West: “Now, my ([rieands,
T just want to read you what Federal
Judge Morrow and Hoss and Gilbert
say about these claims. _

“*Phe deed from Jerdan was not
recorded until Septemhbeér 6, 1507,
Tha La Raut deeds weare never re-
corded, but in the latter part of 149u4
and early in 1905, at about the tithe
of the investigation by the govern-
ment of land frauds In Oregon, those
deeds were returned to the makers
and destroyed. Now Ethel and Luey
La Raut made other decds in 107,
at which time they were each paid
£25. On Febrnary 38, 19210, Stephen
I.a Raut and his wife made a de.d
of their lands te the company, and
were each paid $50.°

"“"Now the court says: "The expesnses
of the Instrument in going to Hose-
burg, ledging there and returning, the
recording fees and the publication no-
tices were not entered In these Indi-
vidual accounts, but were entered In
the boaks of the company under the
hedding, - "“Bumbaugh Land Clalms,”
and were carried into the stumpage
account under the ltem, “Crulsing.”’
They ware sclected for the company,
and now after the court recites this
and speaks of Mr. Beoth's testimony,
it says:

Patents Are Bet Aside.

*“ *These facts and circumstances
are sufficient to meet the requirement
of the rule that in & suit to set aside
a patent the testimony with which 1t Is
dong must be clear, uneguivocal and
convincing." That is what the court
sald, and they set the patents aside.

A,
Q.

(Applause,)

“Now, my friends, Mr. Booth was
a public official at that time. Ha
was a senator, the same time that

George E. Chamberlain
of the state.

Was governor
‘I'hey were both public
officials, both chatged wilth a sacred
duty. There waus a school Jund to
conserve and protect.

“Now you remember I mentioned

Roche and Dunbar, two gentlemen
‘who were woerking for the Booth-
Kelly Lumber company. Mr. koche

and Mr, Dunbar went up there and
flled on claims and received a lhun-
dred dollars. Up in that locality per-
baps they run out of p=ople to file,
the Keilys and Koches and Dunbars
had all taken up claims for the com-
pany, and they wanted to secure title
through the state, sume stals base
that they might obtaln.

“"Now In each township sections 18
and 36 belonged to the school children
of this state, and if for any reason
they are lost to the stite, the state
can select other lands in lieu of
thiem. That list becomes a basis for
olher selectiong, Now If thoses sec-
tions were wmineral In character, why,
they would go back W the govern-
ment and the state would lose thiem,
end they could be used as A basis
for selection,

"My friend, T. T. Geer, who is out
telling the people why Chamberlain
should not be elected, was governor of
the state, and he had a friend there In
the land office by the name of UO'Drell
who listed a lot of bogus deeds aund
who colleected thousands and thousands
of dollars from the people of thls state
and they got nothing in return.

* Cousin Claim Agent,

“Mr. Geer's cousin was state land
agent and it was his duty to furnish
information as o this base, but when
people came there he could not give
them the information byt seni jhem to
General O Dell, who suppited It, Now
down came the Kellys to have some land
selected. Here is an 1njamml.y Het.
They came Into the land office and
they wanted to select some land, all
of sectlion 14, 21 south, 1 west, 640
acres, and they wanted to get 240 acres
in section 4, 8, 21 south; that is up in
this territory (indicating on map). Now
this is the way they proceeded;

“They came irito the land oifice, the
Booth-Kelly people came down there,
or sent their representative down there
with the money, or malled it down; it
got to Geaeral O'Dell; and they as-
signed as base for these selections cer-
taln lands over here, section 38, 11
south, 86 east, and section 36, 10 south,
31 east, That is over In eastern Ore-
gon, These lands were supposed to
be mineral in character, and they were
assigned to the federal government
and the state authorities alleged that
they were mineral in character and
that they were golng to surrender them
to the federal government in order
that these lands mlght be selected for
the Booth-Kelly Lumber company. Now
under the laws of the state you can't
purchase to exceed 320 agres of land;
g0 it Is necessary for timber operators
e go out and gecure someone to make
application for the land and turn it
over tn them. That s the way the
deeds were secured by fraud: and that
is the way the Booth-Keliy Lumber
enmpany proceeded. They wanied to
file on these applications.

“Now Mr. Dunbar was very much In
evidence. Mr. Dunbar was the clerk
who filled out the papers and they sent
them down to the land office, three
applications, one slgned by Dunbar, one
by Bertha L. Kelly and one by George
H. Kelly. It Is the Dunbar ¢laim 1 am
particularly Interested In at thls time.
He makes affidavit as follows:

Affidavit Is Made.

“J, H. H. Dunbar, being duly swaorn,
say that 1 am over 1B years of age and
that I am a citizen of the United
States; that the proposed purchase |s
for my own benefit and not for the
purpose of specuiation; that 1 have
made no contract eor agreement, ex-
pressed or implied, for the sale or dis-
position of the land applied for, in case
1 am permitted to purchase the same,
and that there is. no valld adverse
claim thereto.’

“Now that application was filed in
that office on Diecember 18, It toock a
little time to go to the land office, and
it came back and it reached the land
office on January 4. and the papers
were fixed out, prepared and sent to
the Roseburg effice, or sent to Eugene,
and on January 6, just after it got
there, Mr. Dunbar as=igns those school
lands to Booth-Kelly Lumber company;

(Centinued on Page Ten.)

=S T AND

BOOTH IN CLOSING SPEECH
ENTERS EMPHATIC CENJALS

i

y

(Continued From Freceding Page.)

Oregon. Here is the man that was a
party to it lApplause).

“August 10 Judge tiilbert ordered
not less than B0 names be drawn,
from nine of the 33 counties. The
sume day Hlwden wrote to Bush that
Gilbert ordered not less than 700 names
drawn from nearby counties, but ex-
cluding Clatsep, the home of Senator
Fulton,

"August 11 Siladen notified Bush that
Giilbert set August 17 &s the day for
filling the box.

The record shows that Judge Gllbert
either intentionally or negligently aild-
ed the government detectives in giv-
ing the jurv box a one sided politicai
{bias. He« took an‘sctive part in many
| matters connected with the filllng and
preserving of the land Tfraud Dbox,
tilled August 17, 19058 He excluded
counties where some of the more prom-
nent defendants were best known. He
sent a list to @ partisan Democrat in
Columbla county for revislon and sug-
gestion; he extended tha time for fills
ihg the baxy thus glving the detectives
more time to select the convietors.”

A Voice: How about ail that that
wig done tor a 10077

Jordan Claim Discussed.

Mr. Uootn: “Just walt a minute
Now the claim us to the hundred
delliars,  Here is the evidence, Every
man who has read it, and 1 assume
that the governor has

A Volee: “Head 1L

Mr. Booth: *“This 18 the Jordan
claim, r.‘und. knows that my name |is
only mentloned In that case once'

A Volce: "That's enough,” =

Mr. Booth: “"Listen. That

Wik

end here is whatl happened. His esé®
dence directly contradicts Jordan’
EBelleve whichever you please, but lis-
ten to this. We have In our posses-
slon two letters from Jordan writien
years after the clpim was Dbought,
that the governmeat had offered him
mun# for a story that would convict
us, mnd be said this”

A Vulesa: "Head the letter.”

Mr. Booth: “'If you don't come
through with the money 1 will ac-
cept the government's money.”" (Ap-

plause and hisses), That {s the kind
of a frame up that was put up lere

“Now, men and wotnen, It makes no
difference to me whethier or not you
want to bellieve this. There I the
record, every word of It."”

A Voice: "Read it.”

Mr. Booth: “And my namasa s not
mentioned In the Jurdan clalm save
when he sald that 1 had nothing to
do with 1t (Applause),

A vuice: *Gopod"

Mills There Before Railroad.

Mr. Booth: *“You had as well con-
vict anybody else in the audience; you
had as well conviet the men who are
trying to convict me; but here ls the
thing that he charges agalnst us par-
ticularly now. I have referred tlo
those charges. Here Is what he says:
“That by connivance with the railroad
company wa caused them to build a
road Into the territory where there
nad been no mills'

“Tlie very =pot on which our mill
now stands and was then bullt was
oecupled by 4 sawmill, and there were
two uthers in the same neighborhood.
That is the fact, and I will pay the
way of anybey who wants to go and
see whether that is' true.

“He salid no one ¢lse could ship, that
we had shut up the resources. We
don't own a twentienth of the timber,
and there are nine mllls there oper-
ating. Now do y9u belligve Lthe state-
ment of a man who says a thing like
that?”

(Mixed cries of "Yes" and “No.")

Mr. Booth: “Do you belleve the
statement?” $

(Cantinued cries of "Yes"” and “'No.')

Mr. Booth: “There I8 no use for me
to talk If I can't get a falr hearlug.
(Laughter anid applause.) But this is |
true., 1 reallge very well from what
has been said from the platfurm and
from you, that you are not here with
open minds to hear what the facts are,

- ]

A Volcé: “Sure -we arse.” (Hisses
and applause.) -
Mr. Booth: “But you are here with

your minds already made up. But 1
want to say to you this: That every
statement save that of the Jordan
claim, which has no relation to me, Is
disproven by the facts or contradicted
by me, and I defy any man anywhere,
and all comers, to disprove It But
whether you belleve it or not is up to
you. But I want to tell you this: That
unless I am mistaken there pre men In
the state of Oregon enough who do not
come with this spirit to say that the
Democratic Royal: Famlily of Oregon
shall not longer fill"the offices of this
gtate. (Cries of “Hurrah for Booth!"
Applause and cheers.)
Not One New Provision,

Now a word more, Just g word more.
There is an inference in what the gov-
ernor says that the provisions In the
land grants were known by every
woman and child in Oregon. Let's seo
what the facts are that are public In
thia city., Congress pussed a bill that
ail those who had acted In good fa™™h
in the purchase of rallroad lands
might repurchase them from the gov.
ernment. While the case was at {Bsue
in this eity the evidence was taken and
ail of the offlcers of our company and
those who previously had been officers,
swore to the facts as to the purchase,
not GE this particular tract of land but
evary acre, Mwn to the las® 40 that
we owned, and every one of them
swore that they did not know that pro-
vizlan, and it goes without =aying that
if it had been known, if it had been a

matter of record, that anvone mlght
have seen, then, fellow =~‘tizens, theg
lends= would have never been sold, But
in 15%3, over 20 years ago, I pur-

chased lands from that same grant to
start a sawmill, and hundreds of peopla
in OCregon have purchased It since,
What was decided by the highest court
of the country ? That we had acted in
good faith and thereforas we purchased

the lands again., That is what the
record shows i
“"We connived! How? How did we

connive about that rallroad? We bogund
ourselves to gilve the ties and the
right-of-way if they would build into
the forest, bhut we fﬁllﬂ not buy the
timber and it {s a atter of record,
until we signed a contract to do that
and shipped 2300 carloads of lumber
the first year, and to continue fit,
Never Had Becret Bate,

“We connived! Why? Apparently

to get the rallroad company_to change

“Eport.

by helping extendgthe roads into the
forest and to send out o1 this state
timber envugh so that the amount that
we have brought -into the state {8
many tinies more than douring the same |
time has  been (opntributed by  the
national governmemt to this state, Does |
that look like we | re connivers to rob
the people of theig birthright? Where
would the people | ave been who have
worked in our mf)? (Cries of “Ah®
and applause.) 1
“"We were the
country to do
this siate, and

F"‘rﬁ't people In this*
intastate shipment in
ce we commenced
hundreds of otlie mills have come, *
until millions of fgollnrs are coming
here from the devilopment that mever .
would have come sive for the pétitions:
that we made, upon which were
granted the $3.10 rate to-San Fran-
lisco bay .and the "‘U cent Tate east,

“It was not agde for us It was
made for wll shigpers, wus an opsn
rate, and we nevi' have hasl 4 secret
rate, and that can’be ascertalned from
the recorils of the 4nterstiate Ccommenrcd
commission, where 1 and other people

of Oregon testitie! in defense of the'
40 cent rate and (fp three ten rate. It
was through oujf efforts that thay

WergTextended east, and on
thoge rates we developed  our.

£y ft!u‘l’
_;.‘.\'c
busfness and othaefpeople In the couns

try have l_-:'lj(i_\‘n-rj_h,' Hut what 18 the
condition now? Three-fourths, ovar
half, of the millg wre elosed; two of

ours are shut down, the third 1&g about
to e, Why?7 Beantine—" .
A volce (interripting): "It is just
bufore election,” 2 (Laughter and ap-
plause). ’
Canadian Itlls Blamed,

when Jordan said 1 had nothing to do Mr, Hooth: N_?l just before elec-
with it; 1 never epoke to him about| tion; Just uftér dection, my fellow;
1t"  (Applause). Jusg alfter the o wtlun that put the

A Voice: “Why didn't you say that| Democrats in po jer. That is what
in Albany?” happefied. The 1. |ls closed here be-

Ml‘- Huoth: "I wish you would not (‘{iilﬁﬁ mills In sunada are running.
applaud and just waste the tme | That 18 why are not running.
Why didn't I refer to that in the|Nere; that mnen wRu come from Canas
Albany speech? For this reasen:| 3% breside over dfir destinies and fas-
Whatever blivue could possibly be at-| YOr their brethegn ”}?”’-‘ {nstead ' of
tached to anyone I wanted to take |thelr brethren hegfo. The question ls
Not George Kelly, but John Kelly|!® be angwered vpry soon. Whatever
was land man of our company, and Is your verdlet g.}l““ be my verdict.l
not 1. He purchased that claim foUt it will mot ko aunswered by the

spirit of the mengwho will not hear &
statement or glve credance 0 & ree

‘Now as to Jud
Lhis last word.”
A volee "Tellgus about the sghool |
children fund.” .
Mr. 1 then;
me."” i 7
Volces: "T.Ilr about the school
lands."” :

Mr, Booth:

e Gllbert's declzlion,

Boogh: right, hear

"LJI. me tell you about
Judge Gilbert 11gst; then 1 will tell |
you about It J;*dse Gllbert's decles |
fon was renderediion this supposition, |
which every mun $as a right to belleve
or not, as you lik That the La Rauts,
whum you sve, tBat Mr. Dunbar, who
is our secretury, ghat Mr. George Kele |
1y, who is our n

Kelly and myse
you want to bell

IEager, und Mr, John
L swure falsely. If
¢ Uhut, belleve {L."
A volee: “Higke” (Applause).
Mr. Booth: “Elere is no evidenne
to the contrary, <except that of one
gir. Is it any f‘fmldur. then, that inm
the face of whaf he did, that we gof
such a declslon® Hut, friends, It Is
not yet setl.h:d.;‘a'-ll i on appeal to
' the supreme courliof the United Blates
and a little later:you will heur of 1L
“Now . us to ti4 schoul lands. Wae
have never, ¢ver, exploited the'®
schoo] lands and Bought Lut very lttle,
bacause our lundglare arourd our mill
In the frontuge®of the timber, and
they were sold Mefuore we ever com-
menced opo:rut:ng'i" ‘The Bame thing is
true with the ejen sectlions, because
they were nmrm% the raflroad and of
the most value. é '
Value of the'La Raut Claims,
"Now as w0 lpe values of the La’
Raut clalins. Wy purchused the body
of land there jjuim two men, soing
twelve or fourtgtn thousand acres

The clalms thut §yere taken by the La
Hows

dhat you ave lieard were so
valuable, while ey Lought the lands
from the raliro coupuny there for

five dollurs and®a quarter, weres not
cvnsidered worticltuking, These claing
on' the borders .fkere worth leas, It
was a holding pEopusition, and al} of
the testimony sagle that of a girl that
Bays that she hgdrd ler mother make.
cerlaiil  stutelumgts, npot that 1 had
made 1o her, b came from some
viher sourcy, th they were going "o
du thus and so, Jut the record shows,
the textimony sRows, that Lthe landis-
belonged o the d.a tauls and that is
iy stialement teldyoud tonight., Walt &
witile whid see wgut the Bupreme cours
HBHYH, Hut It L.-gqtlu: sworn testimony
uf seven peoples only one contradlot-
Ing 1. . Hylleve %uut It whatever you

ke, (AQplause),

The meecting lers ended.

Women Would Have
Hand in Managing

Candidates Are SAsked to Btate Pogle
tion in Regard’ to Handling of Prisg-
oners..- » '
A coterle of Pﬁrlland club women 18

putting up to cahdidates for city and

county offices fiho have jurisdiction
over police and] prison matters, the
question: “If alyoted, are you willing,

body of women he right of a voice in |
the managemen|®f women prisoners?
Mrs. JosephindiR. Sharp, who Is back
of the movement{stated yesterday that
the clubs of thegecity are enthusiastic
in their respomgle with indorsements
of the question. T8It ix her ldea to havy
a woman deputy sheriff and a branch.
of the city polile under the special
Jurisdiction of a wdman. Indorse-
ments so far heve been made by the,

to grant a nonéErtiun, non-sectarian

Folitical  Seientiy club, the Alberta.
Womep's Imprajement club, the W,
C. T. U., the -“hl'f'll Women's For--

ward club and the Central W. C. T. U2
Mrs. Sharp ha)ﬁ% other clubs are pre- .
paring to take 'gp the movement,
. —-—-—i-ﬂ-—-- — = - .
LAND TRADE 1S CLOSED
One of the l:q'.;grmt real estate Jeals
recently complatide wag the sale of §6°
acres orchard If ths Grants Pass
district, owned IE Mrs., L. E. Grueth
to J. W. Shaffged, of Fortland, for
reported r-«_.nmrj]__'u{lon of §17.000,
part payment ;lg' Ehafford turned
his residence ;g'uperly at Fifteenth
and Hall streety. The orehard cop=
sists of peachepi pears, apples, all '3
the standard vagleties, and In beary ]

The sale was mMhule by the Stout
vestment company

An engine hay been invented whie
is driven by the vapor of hgated me
cury, which Is ¢ ndensed and used
peatedly, the by

their minds, If the government's state-
ment is trus, to again develop Oregon
'

N L\

- -

at given off 18
condensation geperating steam, whic
is used indepen ty.




