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snow was four feet deep.  We finslly -
reached Portland, where My, Way spent
the winter, while I spent the winter In

A American coastwise ships are re- tin they used. Now they are to

quired to pay for using the Panama he taxed only $15,

Officials in charge of ving at Eu-
geng have adopted polioy of narrow
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paving outside the ﬂulmm distriet or

Mexlean generals seem not ll_\
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of European emigrants, families who
wish to locate on the land. This
movement s bound to have its In-
fluence on agriculture in the state.

Does a man who hus been hungry u
?omi while and gets a big Christmas
eed feel all the Worse afterward?

L

#nd saw him and he agreed Lg Ko with
us. We went to Portland, hought the
ship for $3000, and fitted her up for a
Bix months' trip.  As muny people were

in
mﬁltlu at Lebanon, and the Express
says It meems that yond question the

company will be, orgunized,
. =

jected to the vielssitudes of a 1
‘ther court hearing .in  which he made article, there has been a In-
mwentable deterioration In the qual-

; S facts and the law will e finall
ONIGHT the bells will ring out  facts lhzln-"' of tin products avallable to the

THE END

It I8 seldam that a divorced mun
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of Oregon eggs, Knswer e @ glve them an equal share in all discov-

:hu-k upon its lights and shadows,

+its joys and sorrows. there presges nchallenged; no other schopl meet- .

eries made on pur trip, In leu of wages,

rices .
s Mzb b It'8" not s0 much the high cost as IU's
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irlees, has resulted .
: Republican leaders
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%7in upon us a realization that it ‘was ing like the latest one should ever . want to-“elminate
' a~year of splendid achievement in|® held in Portland. Orderly m.ﬂ,]lhrough decreased value of the ar Ropsevalt” ax a polltical fuctor; think | who gets it, in the view of the Lu|We arranged the matter In this way:
- B . t e f of disorder (ticles purchased, {Communlcations sent to The Journal for pah. | other progressives  would then come | Grande Observer, which says: And(The captaln, the crew, each of the pas-
;theﬁa United States, r_'ﬂBSfa cannot ¢come out o r + Wilson'® f Ueatlon In this department shonld be written on [ huck. Bury thought; Impossible task. cordwood has also tauken its pluce with sengers and ofirselves should have an
* The f { the country vielded  Sane and lawful government cannot | President llson's program fOT | oniy gue eide of the paper, should not exceed o' other commodities to help the high cost| o A P OFTE Tat afhous e
¢ e farmg o 1€ country yielc ‘opening up gompetition will be jus- | 8060 in lepgib and must be aecompanied Tt _ns liquor that caused the death|of living along. But few people regret|®d share in cluims discovered and
: by the name sud address of the sender. If the | ¢ 79 pLorgons, mostly children und | paying the man who chops and hauls|located, The destination of the ship
the wood his price, for most of us know|should be determined by a majority

I . .
‘ auty - originate In proceedings in which
‘Rn Incomparable houuty, placed in tifled by tin plate. American man-| weiter does not desire to bave tbe vawe pab- | o o= DY Calumet, Mlch. It Is )quor
the labor atached to the job. No mid-|yote.

%1 flgures at §$10,000,000,000. It is a
istupendous total of wealth, equal
%ito ome fourth the entire value of
4+ the farms, and to more than one
$ihalf the value of the railroads of

! the country. It Is more than $100

 for every man, woman and child in
f1the United States,

It has been a year marked by
tremendous strides In npational and
s Boclal progress. As never before,
s men in all walks are constrained to
admit that society is ie brother's
' keeper. The proof appesrs in legls-
lation in dozens of states for the
amelioration of mankind.
~ In government, there has besh
passed two great constructive meas-
ures that are
to be for the welfare of the whole
. acountry. and especially for the profit
‘Jiof the average man. The breaking
tjof party lines in their passage |s
gmmple of the entry of a greaier
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than has ever been known before.
4 Meanwhile, we of the United
iBtates have been blessed with in-
[creuinx health, a lenghtened span

.Elllll] of average per capita knowl-
redge. Nor have we been torn with
ICivil war as were the hapless Mexi-
x4 CADSE. We are not divided into
iarmed camps with evil omens on
{the horizon. Nor are we in the
imidst of famine, or pestilence as
i/Rre people In many parts of the
{ Nor are we subservient suppli-
-ants petitioning a King John for a
-Magna Charts. We are not despair-
JAng fugitives, fleeing from Alarie
[for our lives. We are not helpless
;iirluonarn in a war of conquest

helplessly by while a Gen-
_4tghis Khan strikes off our heads and
__4lpiles them up at the gates of u con-
=4 city. Nor are We martyra
" stoned and burned to death for con-
sclence gake. We are not poor
peasants in the empire of the Slav,
frembling under the lash and
ground under the jron heel of n
czar,

On the contrary, we are a free,
Sovereign, militant people, rich in
_n]l the gifte of the world. and as
Buch in renewed faith and sublime
confidence we speed the parting of
the passing year,
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ADAMSON,

chairman of the hioise commit-
tee on jutersiate and foreign
commerce, proposes another
solution of the Panama canal free
toll problem e has introduced
SR JoInt resolution 1o conditionally
suspend operation of the provision of
the canal act granting free pussage
[ .._tn American coasiwise vessels,

© The suspension would Le subiject
10 these conditions: At any rime
#fter the canal shall hove heen sye-
vessfully operated lor two veurs, ir,
the judgment of 1lie president .,
revenues derived from lolls of
sels other thun those engazed in
Americon constw s trade gliall
:‘ * sufficlent (o defray the cost of
soperating and walntaining the canal,

.

he
s

1

i

.

s well ag the expense of HOVern-
. ent and sanitation in the canal
F - Bone, the jresident v put  the
g e 1oll provision in ropes, G-

3 tded ol diplomatii questions con-

B roing i have bLeen setrled

L It s the intention. until all e

@hbove conditiuns  are pey. that
SAnericon veseels in (he vOaEl Wise

universally admitted -

human brotherhood into public life

of life, and a constantly Increasing

a full lung and a hig volce count
!fur more heavily in  the deliber-
jatlons than a first class idea or a
‘generation of experience.
| A crowd of estimable and respect-
Able ladies and gentlemen made up
,'lbe assembly, but none the less the
jcccasion was near molb rule. There
(were awful moments when all that
'seemed necessary to have a hanging
with the directors as star perform-
ers was the appearance of a rope
and a leader,

The old armory has staged many

kinds of performances, but it never!

.before sheitered anything just like
|the school meeting. it is not a
slatus that can properly be charged
against the tumultuous ladies and
other personsé who performed, be-
cause the scheme of holding such
a meeting for the spending of mil-
licns of mouney and with (remen-
dously conflicting Interests confront-
ing one another, obvionsly contrib-
utes to exactly such turbulence and
turmoil. It is the fault of the sys-
tem, and the system should be aban-
doned for a more enlightened plan.

It is the syvstem that is chiefly
responsible for the fact that the
school levy is in the courts.

AN INJUSTICE

RITING to the council about

taxation, Mayor Preston of
. Baltimore. suld:
. The citizen of moderae

| means owning u emall house |s slready
' taxed to the llmit.  No increase should
be mude in 2lg assessment. Indeed, no
inerease can be made In thess ussess-
ments, for the reason that thit eclass
of property {s assessed at its ful] valuo
now. In my Judgment any new ussess-
ment which would equalize the burden
rof taxation, would e a distinet benefit
1o the sipall propecty owiner, ]
I There is no doubt of it. It s true
In Baltimore, true in Portland, and
true everywhere. The big property
owner is always able to take care
of himself, and obviously insists
that he does not get the worst of
it in assessments, >

He bhag time, moreover, to take
care of his Interests, or to employ
Ic:»t!:exra! to do so. It is for that rea-
son  that small property owners
evervwhere are always caught for a
full assessment, just as Mavor Pres-
ton says, The Baltimore executive
added :

he difficulties of taxation are practi-
vl ones. U Is very ensy 1o assess a
house worth $1000 with land under it
worth $500. This class of property mny-
body can assess fairly nnd Justly At
$1500, But when It comes to 220,000
or §30,000 praperty, such as wurehouses
and other large bulldings, there aro
greatl differences of opinlon possibile,
and my chservation | that this Jiffer-
ene: always resultx In favor of the large
property owner, and that the assess-
ments are too low on this class of prope-
erLy,

The estimate {s that one fourth
lof the tax power s lost Ly reason
of the inequalities in valuations.
It is a loss attributable to the hap-
hazard plan of fixing assessment
valuatiods.
Mayor Preston insists, throws
heavier burden on the small home
owner and lightens the tax burden
ol the big property baron.

That Is why strong secret pres-
dgire  has heen exerted
adoption In Multnomah wounty
the Somers system with its accurate
vitluations, '

TIN ILATE IMPORTATIONS

HE Buffalo News bewails the
fact ‘that Welsh tin plate man-

It Is a system that, uh‘l
al

__',“ ufacturers are reporting orders
N otrade shall pay the same 10llg a from the United States. The
L other vessels, Underwood tariff law i8 blamed for
25 The resolution imposes conditions 'Me fact, and the predietion is made
» Heh provably never cun e mer, thit the American tln plate fndus-
It free tolls 10 Awerican vesselg '7Y MUSt go to the wall. The News

K e an advantage to them, it jg por S48
puablg to  suphose thit Great Vs Is onl®one instance, but it is a
fo would ever SR “; i .N|"mnrku'mll. u:'m, n_v the following out
P from her present position. | 1‘.'.«-17::1:: “:IL g o d gt oy Fetig
0 . . pon our workmen, the Demao-
.¥,r Ot possible that the rallronds cratle wdministration ix bound to de-
i tld withdraw their opposition to FIM0Y. Or &reatly cripple. certaln indus-
L8R arrangement  which  gtinylates ;I,:.,;m:lwm HORE Vi Tmtive s, 1of
4 petition. The present duty on tin plate {s

& Congress should view the canal

the Amerlcan people's stand-
mt.  When the Hay-Pauncefote
Was negotiated a provision
I8 Jucorporated . in the document
poh gives Great Britain the seth
iice of ground for objection 1o
@ folls. The United Btates gov-
pnent should not blunder a sec-|
“Ume i the

- i |

ad valorem; In the
law it wae 1,2 cents

16 per cent
D Payne-Aldrich
lorem. The Welsh manufacturers
have hooked orders for about 40.-
000 tons for delivery to Americapn
canning and oll concerns between
now and next' June. The Ameriean
broduction of tin plate is about
Sline manner Ly [800,000 tons a year. The figures

f

a4 pound. about 40 per ‘cent ad wva-|

ufacturers will find they must com-
pete-tf quality as well as In price.

THEIR BLUNDER

N THEIR campaign for business

in Oregon, some of the casualty

companies are falling into ways

that became costly to casualty
companies in Ohio. This 18 an at-
titude of unf(riendliness to the
Workmen's Compensation law, an
attitude that in Ohio resulted in a
heavy loss of buginess In an unex-
pected way.

The Oregon compensation act pro-
vides that an injured workman can
lelect to sue his employer or take
t-o‘mwnsalion under the act when-
ever it is determined by the com-
mission that the accident resulted
from the fallure of the employer to
comply with any of the safety appli-
ance statules.

Much is being made of this pro-
vision by the casualty companies.
They are making a campalgn over
the state and urging upon emplovers
|lhls provision, which they claim is
& vital weakness of the act. They
say that the liability statutes are so
broad and so indefinite in terms
that most accidents can bg said to
(result from violations of them.
|Therefore, they say if the workman
gtill has a right under the compen-
|gation act to sue im such cases If
{he pleases, that the compensation
lact really gives no protection to the
employver against such suits,

A similar provision existed in the
Ohio compensation law and a siml-
lar camyaign was made by casualty
companies there. The attorney gen-
jeral of Ol]_ig__l_u;_l(l_t_hat a valld casu-
[alty Insurance contract could not he|
[written which undertook to give
jInsurance against injuries resnlting
(from Afailure to comply with safety
luppliance statutes. Based upon this
(opinion the IMsurance commlssioner
lof that state compelled all casualty

lrompanies to cease writing such con-

|tracts.  The result was to deprive
them of their ground of attack
lagainst the compensation aet. [If

(they could not write a contract in-
(suring against such losses resulting
from such causes, they had no rea-
son to criticlse the law for permit-
|ting rights of suit under such clir-
:l'f[ﬂlﬂl!lnl‘f‘ﬂ

. The matter has

't the insurance commifsioner in
{Oregon, und he is of the opinion
that he has ample powers to make |
{the same exactions of the casualty

been suggested

lshed, be shoold so state.)

“Mscussion s the ateat of all reformen,
It ratlooalizes everything It touchbes. It robs
ples of all false sanctity and throws them
ck on thelr reasonablepess. If they bave oo
reasonableness, it ruthlessly crushes them out
of existence and sets wp its own conclusions Io
thelr stead.''—Woodrow Wilson.

Initiative Petitions,
Washington, Dec, 24.—To the Edlitor
of The Journal—It has been quite gen-
erally agreed that under the system of
paid clreulation of initlative and refer-
endum petitiona two evile exist—the
submission of many measures for which
there Is no popular demand, and the
forging of signatures. To remove thess
evils 1 shall propose an initlative meas-
ure prohibiting pavment for circulation
of petitions but placing no restriction
upon the right of the people to ciren-
late petitions for-any measure in which
they feel an interest.

One of the fundamental purposes of
the Oregon system s to increase the
power of men and decrease the power of
money. I am surprised, thercfore, to
find that there are some sincere advo-
cates of better government who oppose
the plan of prohibiting paid circulation
of petitions. Most of those who Oppose
my bill acknowledge that 1t Is right in
principle but say It will not work satls-
factorily in practice, I contend that if
it is right in principle it will uitimately
be adoptpd and will work in practice.
An Inftlative petition is supposed to
repregent the desire of 8§ per cent of the
voters, It does no such thing. It rep-
resents merely the expenditure of a cer-
tain amount of money.

Possibly clreulation of petitions
serves to potify about 10 per cent of
the voters that the measure Is belng
proposed, but {f that Is the end to be
gained, It certainly could be done more
effectively by expending the money in
thie printing and circulation of coples
of the bill which weters - could read,
rather than In securing signatures of
voters to a petition which few take the
time 10 read.

The adoption of my suggested bill
would make the petitlon represent pub-
lic opfnion, for the number of volunteer
circulators would be In proportion to
the extent of public desire for the meas.
ure,

~ T adinit that so 1ong as (he cusfom
of paylng clrculators continues, prac-
tically every measure must be Initinted
In tha! manner, but 1 am confident the
timg will. come when the dutles of
citlzenship in procuring and protecting
deslred laws under the initiative and
referendum will be performed withont
specieg] compensation.

The hiring of paid circulators fop
mensures or candidates is no less un-
representative than the hiring of work-
ers or vehleles on election day,! which
have both been prohibited by the cor-
rupt practices act,

JONATHAN BOURNE JR,

Home Tax Exemption, R
Portland, Or., Dec. 21.—To the Editor
of The Journal—The home tax exemp-
tion amendment now seeking Initiative

personil property and
to any one taxpayer, according to as-

sessed values.

companies here, and should the
(campalgn now being waged Ly the |
‘companieg be carried to extremes,
there is always the possibility of
[taking the same action as was tuken |
$in Ohio. |
|

| AGRICULTURE IN OREGON

{ HERE Is abundant evidence of|
Portland's  advance dlong ma-|

terlal lin€és.  Progress in Ore-! ington vouniy the tarmer owns the tand |
Zon's metropolis has Deen values, when in actual fuct he cannot fapply thely minds to this the greatest
matched by progres: in the smaller| ?VD # third of them. He does not own | question.
S i = 3 " the rallronds,
teltles  and. villages, Urbiun com-| porvice corporations. the thinber

imunities gyew wondeirfully in 19134,/

|
|\clonrnon| in a year. C
» |

Orvegon furms wiil grow anyiNing |

' sure assume uand declare that the ex-

Some opponents of the |dea use
Washington county us an example and
clabm that It would exempt a sixth ot
the property. Falr investigation would
reduce such an estimate (o 10 per cent
but let It _go at that. Then a farmd
having property exempted to $1000 of
nssessed values could have 35000 more
In land and still have no more taxes
to pay., Yet the opponents of the mea-

emptiens would be borne by the furm-
er. This Is because, without a shadow

that causes nearly half the crimes and
domestic troubles, Is It strange that
there are prohibitionists?

dleman gets his when you buy cord-
wood from the boys who do the work.”

OIL AND THE MONROE DOCTRINE

From tho Review of Reviews.
The most significant phase of the
Mexican situation, aside from the ques-
tion of our responsibility, through the
Monroe Doctrine, to bring about order
in  that Jdistresscd country, has been
brought to public notice chiefly through
the cfforts of ¢ powerful British syndi-
cate, headed by the Pearsons, to control
the oll-bearing regions of Mexico and
other Carlbbean countries. Sir Weetman
Pearson, whoss title Is Lord Cowdray,
and who has been at the head of the
British rallway interesty In Mexico for
some years, figured in the newspapers
very lurgely during November and De-
cemnber because of the actlon of the
congresses of severnl of the Latin-
Amerlean countries, belleved to have
becn Influenced by the 1'nited States.
In refusing to sanction execullve or
administrative concessions to the Pear-
gon  Interests to develop oil regions
within their borders.

A concession involving large sections
of Colombia reputed to be oll-bearing,
and Including the right to construct har-
bor works and canals, which had been
granted by the ministry and spproved
by Président Restrepo last April, failed
of confirmation in the Colomblan sen-
ate late In November, and the Pearsons
announced tuat they would make no
further effort in that direction., The
Costa Rlcan congress, on December 13,
declined tu permit the Pearsons to de-
velop the oil regions of that republic,
und later it was announced that Ecua-
dor also was not willing that these

Eritish Interests should exploit its oll
fields.

Tampico, the port of the state of Ta-
maulipus, which was the scene of a
fierce bLittle on December 12, between
the federals and rebels,”is & large oll
center. one of the most important in
Mexlco. The Waters-Plerce interests,
belleved to be a part of the Standard
Oil company, and the Cowdray or Pear-
son interests have been rivals in the
Tamplco reglon for years. besides which
there is an slleged Mexican company,
the Hvastica. In these days, when the
warships of the world are belng bullt te
consume o1] instead of coal, the might-
lest naval power on earth is naturally
Vvery anxlous to secure control of every
possible oil supply.

It is not difficult to understand how
the presence of any large vested inter-
ests of a Kuropean power in Caribbean
countries in the vicinity of the Panama
canal, including the right to construct
port works snd canals, and by Infer-
ence, later, oiling (fuel) stations, would
be not only dangerous to the independ-
ence of the Latin-American countries
In question, but prejudicial to ths vital,
national interests of the United States.
The right to exploit natural resources
on such w large scale as such conces-
slons would permit would be llkely
to Involve a dominating Influence by
Europe on the governments of these
countries In such a way that [t would
be in effert ag much a violation of the
Monroe Doctrine as the alienation to
these Kuropean powers of territory on
the American continent.

would not exempt an inch of land, a
foot of rallroads, rolling stock or busi-
ness bulldings—only homes and means
of guining n livellhood. Who wants
prosperity in Oregon? Then get busy
with the exemption measure.
ALFRED D. CRIDGE.

Humanity's Cracifixion.
Portland, Dec, 30.—To the Editor of
The Journal—In your editorial, "The]
Day's Meaning,” in the Christmas Issue
of The Journal, you made a stroke for
humanity's cause, Your statement was
concise and vet comprehensive and com-
plete. The history of the human race
is but an extended recital of long con-
tinued crucifixion, tragedy, that is not
vet ended but which threatens to be-
come even vet more terrible. Tals trag-
edy is the result of Ignorance and hu-
man greed, and may be remedied by
removing these two prime causes.

The conditions you portray constitute
the shame and plague-gpot of our ad-
vanced clvilization. The remedy I8 near

signatures proposes to exempt the home  self-interest and preconcelved opinlons,
and the things a man or woman umes Econcmic freedom, I think, Is the an-
to make a living with In the nature of | Swer to humanity's problem, but In‘m-
lmpruvements.]der to uecure this fresdom the great

to the sum total of not to exce Gy | Dusiness
ot xcead 81009 lundergo n radical change. A transition

uf reason, they amsume that In Wash-

to prevent  but thelr growth was not out of pro- traets Of vaeant lunds beld by absens
t Orecon’ s rienliur v tees, angd cornorations and speculators
ol iportion to Oregon’s agricultural de Wiach s Y7800 I8
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Vitlues

But If he owns
nakod, raw dand
Improvements  andd
under Lils

1500 in
property
auieniiment, he Is

aml
| rsonal

reeded fo sustain a human |1¢-ing‘ih.‘(pmplt 1 Lt e
i Fhie e 3 ? G | PO DUt A cent more 1 nxes. e in-
aud The Journal today privis radb.‘ eropse will be twken up by others. [f

Iproving the statement. 'I'he figures |
are illuminating. for they show that!
Oregon's prosperous cilies liave the
land. back of them. Oregon hus an|
area twice that of New York and a
population of only 700,000,
than half of
and villazes,

The state’s frult crop in 1913
was valued at more than $9,000.-
000, an wdvance of nearly 50 per
cent pver the 1912 crop. Dafry
products were valued al more than
$21,000,000, an locrense of £3,000,-
000 in a year. This 31 per cent |
increase in 12 months 1s futtiier ey|-
dence that Oregon bids falr to show
Its greatest progress in (he dairy-
ing industry

The vaine of Oregon's graln and
hay crops in 1810 was $38,440,000,
(a8 compared with $43,488,000 Ip
11812, The grealar part of this de-
crease (s chargeable agalost wheat,
but . the flgures are Inspiring, for
in connection with other statistics
they ghow that Oregon farmers are

L3
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Ne has more lind than that ne would
do well to get in some closer neighbors
and have o Hitle social  tife. The values
of the land in Washington counity ail.
Jucent to Portland would be greatly In-

the franchises of puhllc.‘u Fumuniturisn und Christlan buginess
landu, | system thon that humaen soefety should |

the town and ity lots, nor the Vst | be driven back inte the dark night of

at hand and, 1 think, apparent lu'-:\-rry
mind that will divest tiself of prejudice,

superatructure wlill need to
from private to collective ownership of
the sources of wealth, and the means of
production must take place.  This Im-
plles the most radleal reform the world
has ever known.. It also involves many
dlfficulties. So devoted have the people
become to their indlvidual possossions
and so fixed in the humnn mind is the
docirine of Individua]l property rithlai
that It will require a tremendous foree
to effect its dislodgement, but in my
opinion this Is the only remedy.
Sociallsm offers the only solution of .
this guestion. There is no other road
fur civillzation to travel. Your editorlal
was timely and to the point and it be-
hooves all thinking men and woinen (o

Deatter o penceful change to

anarchy W. H. BLACK,

| What Cheer For 19147

By John M. Oskison,

Have you seen the annual report of
the comptroller of the currency, which
las just been submitted to congress?
And did it occur to you that It is ong

of the bext answers made lately to the

Cerended by a businesslike sgu"mnpm,l
more | without any change In the tax laws,

which 18 in the clrlosr'm

ton
Iunrl it will enalde the “land poor” farm-
ers Lo dispose of thelr surplus holdings
al an wlvantage.
strated

all clusses . of business und Neglthinate

pessimisis who say that business Is bagd
and the fiture blaek?

You know that natlonul buanks are
commercial banke—ithat lx, they take
in the deposits of buwslness people, and
make short lonns Lo other business peo.
ple. That s how they make thelr
profits.  If business Is stognant, natups.
ally the profits of the national banks
fall lower than In brig% times. 1 call
your attention to thias ftem In the comp:
troller's report:

“Bawcd on capitul and surplue, tha
grosy earnings of pational banks durs
ind the flscal year 15180 wers greater
by over 2 per cont than the vear he-
fore.," And shareholdsrs récesived on
thelr natlonal bank stock dividends wt
the average rite of 11.4 per cent, as
ngninst, an averige rate of 1101 per
cent for the preceding five yvears.

You understund that dividends nare
paid -on the vapltal snbsopibed to keap
the natlonal banks sound; and we find
that [n the pust year Lhere has been an
Inereass of 4 per cent in the éapiial of
Lthord banks, am mguinat an Increase of
3 per cent in ll_l_:. cerhlndlyh Inoes

v
couia. % e himned baate hen

\_'.,l_-‘,p_ I -

Thnlg measure, If enacted, will Liring
ousands of home seckers to Washing-
county, with milllons of capltal,

This has been demon-
by sweeplng  exemptions In
Houston, Texas, the lu=t two years, and
the result 1% that other clities in the
lone Htur stale are following Houston,

The exemption from lax of what Is
wunted In a community always sitracts
more of it. Wherever in the clvilized
worlid homes Have been exemption from
inx, homes have bern Increased in num-
ber, quallty and beauty. In muny oguie
ties In Oregon the land, rallroad and
frunchlze values exceed 50 per cent of
all  the wassessed wvalwes, The lund
users would be greatly benefited wnd
encouraged In evary way, and so woull

professions by suclhp a reasonable ex-
emptlon ax this '‘measure proposes, In
Douglas county it could not possibly
exgmpt over 6 per cent of the total ase-
ed values, Thg proposed measure

J -
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capital and dividend record of this so
is possible,

Clearing house transactions through-
out the TUnlted Statey Increazed during
the year more than 1 per cent; and you
know that these transactions furnish an
excellent index of the state of business,
It 18 through the eclearing liouses In
the larger clitles that the checks and

drafts drawn by one business man in
favor of unother, or against another, In
a different city, or agalngt another, in
ure passed and charged off to the eredit
or debit of the banks which are mem-
bers. Last year, the total amount of
thesg checks ard drafts “clearsd™ ean
close Lo $174,000,000,000—the Increuase
was over five and a helf bLilllons; znd
that 1s a sum not fur short of the total
of nll the savings of the country,

Commerclal Lankers stand closer to
the throttle of buxiness than any other
men; and they hiave not found any real
reason for weeping. On the contrary,
they are well satisfied—and optimistic
as to the future,

The West and the East,
From tihe New York Globe.

The theory that east s east and
wast is west and that nevar the twain
shall meet Is miven another rude jolt
by the award of, the Nobel prise for I1jt-
erature to ihe Bengalese poet, Rahin-
dranath Tagore. A commlitee supposell
to represent the culture of the west
finds nothing allen to Itself In the
thought of o representative of the cul-
ture of the east. There I8 nothing, for
example, forelgn or esoteric In the fol-
lowling, written by the Hindu in Ben-
galese and ranslated Into English con-
cerning his des!re for hfs country:

“Where the mind Is without fenr and
the head = held algh;

“Where knowledge In free;

"“Where the World hag not been broken
up Into fragments by narrow domestic
winllx:;

*Wliere works
denth of truth:

“SWhere tireles: striving stretches the
arm= toward perfection:

“Wiiere the clenr gtream of resgon hns
nnt loat ite wny 4dnto the dreary deser]
ol Mend halsit:

cope out  from the

“Where the mind |8 led forward hy
Thee Into cver wildenlvig thought and
netian-

“Tnfo that heaven of freadom, my
Father, el my country awnke ™

Electrie lHehts and trolley ears and
women's clubs sand lhinren skirts are
helng Introdeced Inio the hack towns

of Chinn. “The world hes shrunk o cond
mnany thoneand miles in the last 10
venrs, Peking vsad 1o seem like n place
in the moon, Now |t s o nelehboring
city., The Yellow Perll is Indead ypon
na, but not in the gulse that frightened
Emperor  Witlinm,  The occidentulized
cout moy be offset by the orlentullzed

wesl,
-3

Annoying.
iNew York (ilobe,)

A BHoston man has n #0n who has Just
entersd rohonl, Mo was mupposed (o be
enfoying.it. but one merning he walked
Into the Hning voom, where hila father

was having his  breakfast, and re-
marked: .
“I'm tired of going to school, pu, 1

think ' stop.”
“Why?' asked the father, “What e
your objection to polng to school 7
YO anrwered the boy, "It breaks up

the doy ®mo."

Trying to Explain.
Washington Star, , . i
“Why do so many younyg i:_gn leave

the farm?®” ol ¥ T
CWell™ replled  Tarmer  Corntossel
“In most of the cames .1 have obwerved
It was because thay odyldn't earn thelr
snlt as farm hinds an' wasn't fixed 1o ‘
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“We salled on April 21, 1862, with 63 -
abourd. A good many of the people who
Went over the Chilkoot pass and went
up to Dawson think they are sour-
doughs because they went in '97, “Wa
preceded them by about 45 years, ]

““The report of the gold discoveries in
the north had been made by a dls-
charged employe of the Hudson's Bay
company in the summer of 1851. The
dlscovery had been made by an Indian
on Queen Charlotte Island. The news
brought down by the Hudson's Bay man
created a good deal of excitement.

“A party of 27 men fitted up the
schooner Marlana and sailed up the
coast on the east side of Queen Char-
lotte Island between the mainland and
the Island. When about half way up the
coast of the Island, a soytheast storm
caught them and the captgin of the
Mariana decided to run into a bay nesr
by for protection. The captain cast an-
chor not far from the shore, where an
Indian village was, As the storm in-
creased in severity the ship parted her
anchor chalns and the Marlana went
ashore just in front of the Indian wil-
lage. The Indlans took all of the party
prisoners. As tha ship broke up, the
cargo floated ashore,

*“I'ie Indlans of the far north at that
time knew very lttle about clvilization
or trading goods.” They ripped the flour
sacks open, threw the flour away and
kept the sacks. They tried (o eat the
soap, but it was so nasty that in disgust
they threw away all the rest of the
provisions.

“They held a councll and decided 1o
ki1l the prisoners. The chief of unvther
Indian village, which was much stronger
than the villuge In which the prisoners
were held, happened to be there at the
time and voluntesred to take the pris-
oners to hig own villuge and keep them

til spring.

“In February three of the prisoners
were tuken to Fort™ Simpson, a Hud-
son's Lay fort on the malnland, The
Indian chief told Governor Douglas that
he had 24 more white men at his wil-
lage. Captain Douglas of the Hudsom's
Bay company sent woard teo Oregon
about the prisoners. Our government
arranged with Captain Douglas Lo go to
the island and bring them to Victoria.
From there they wera brought to Port.
land. Some Wl the men whd had been
held all winter at the Indian village told
of secing the Indlaps with & great deal
of gold but they fid not know where
they had gotten it. It was these storiea
that caused the stampede to the north.

“Before going, we learned from one
of the men who had been a prisoner all
winter that the discovery wus on the
west slde of the Igland,. We sighted the
Island near what Is now culled Mitchell’'s
harbor, having been named In honor of
our capfaln, who wus the first Amer-
lean who ever salica a ship into that
harbor. ‘The hurbor was shout 20 miles
wide «t the mouth and 20 miles from
the mouth a small arnn of water ex-
tended back into the main harbor, It
wams sabout four miles up this smaller
body of water that the Indlan had dis-
covered the gold,

“When we arrived at the gold mine in
May, we found the Beaver at anchor
und the Hudson's Bay company at work
on the mine, The mine wis located at
the water's edge. The gold bearing rock
ran off into the ocean and you could
trace the veln back into the mountains.
It turned out to be a pocket about eight
feet wide and twelve feet deep, running
to n wedge shape at the bottom. The
Hudson's Bay company took §160,000
out of the mine that season and next
vear $80,000 more was taken from the
pocketr,

“It was the firat gold dlscovered
north of Callfarnia, the dlscovery being
mode in May, 1861. The next discovery
to be made north of Callfornia was at
Althouse creek, the following year, and
niso al Jacksonville. We stayed on the
island two monthe, prospecting it thor-
oughly. We found any quantity of good
minernal but we were not quartz miners.
We were plocer miners and ull we
wianted was good placer ground,

“By o mujority vote, we pulled up our

Jackeon's

anchor and  s=ltruck out for

harbor on Prince of Wales Islund In
Alaska.  We prospected there until fall,
when we came back to Victorin and
from there went up the =ound to
Olympin, where we pold our bhoat and

truveled overlond back o Oregon, pams-
Ing through the Chehnliz and Cowlite

valleys™

Fointed Paragraphs
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Enthuslaem mpkes heavy work light.
- a

A glrl inan't necessarlly an artist be-

cause #he paints,
L -

Fools mgy vush In where ungels fear
to use thelr wings, '
——a o et
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