About & year ago there vwas in The
Sournaly an article in which it was
stated that American girls of & mar-
rlasf-tlr age werg few and far be-
tween in the Philippines, p At that thme
it was sald that at Jeast five thou-
mand were meeded to remedy the defi.

clency. . It appears, however, that five
thousand Iv top small an estimate.
At least twice that number are want-
ed, sceording to the writer of the
following story., He speaks from ex~
perience, having just refurned from =
twe years’ trip Iin which he worked
his way around the world, One year
of this time was spent in the Philip-
pines—alx months as a mchool teacher
in the little town of Paslg, and the
other slx as & reporter for the Manila
Timens.

In the spring & young man's fancy
lghtly turns fo thoughis of love.
imn the Philippines it is always
apring. It quite maturally follows
that the yonng man out there in our
sunny frople possessions in obsessed
with such fancles the year round,
But the word “lighily " does not
apply to him, for he regards the mat-
ter as a serious proposition.

3 BY GILMAN MONCURE PARKER.
ANT n hasband? Very well—all that
g Z’ you have to do is pack your trunk,
buy a steamship ticket, and go out
" to the Philipp/ne islands. You'll get
2 husband, all right. In fact, é:;u']l be lucky
41 you don't get a dozen. ’

Probably you remember that part of the his-
tory of the United SBtates which tells about the
amorons young swains of Jamestown and how
they raised an awful rumpus because there
weren't enough marriageable damsels in that
colony. They made such a fuss about it that
the London company finally got hold of ninety
young women, told them what a grand and
glorious plaice America was, and shipped them
over to Jamestown. There, upon landing, they
were met by the young men. Fach grabbed
the first girl he conld luy his hands on and
paid for her tramsportation expenses to the
company. During the rest of the day the
ministers of the colony did a thriving business
in the “1 promounce you man and wife " in-
dustry.

That was in 1820. Now, pearly 800 years
later, there arises practically the same condi-
tion of affairs in another American colony.
However, the weeping need for brides in
Jamestown was nothing to the pglpitating ne-
ceasity for 'em in the Philippines. Throughou*
the length and breadth of that archipelago—
from the haunts of the head hunters of north-
ern Luzon to the realm of the sultan of Sulu
in the south—there are hundreds of earnest,
hard working American youths going about and
saying, * Owhytheheldidlevercomeouthere?'
simply beecause they're unhappy and unmar-
ried.

2
Single and Sorrowful Synonymous.
Now, you never hear a married man talk
like that—that is, in the Philippines. Tt’s
only with bachelors there that the terms sin-
gle and sorrowful are synonymous. Ask a
double harnessed gentleman what he thinks
regarding the islands, and he'll answer that
Utopia and the Flysian fields are but barren
Saharas as compared to them. Tnquire of a
single man, however, and he'll exhiust all the
expletives in his vocabulary in condemning
them to the bottommost dungeons of perdition.
You can't really blame him. As a matter
of fact, he doean't mean all he gays; for, after
leaving the Philippines for any considerabla
length of time, he becomes imbued with an
almost overpowering desire to get back thers
again—this being “ the eall of the orient ™ and
all that mort of thing. The main trouble with
him, while there, in just downright lonelineas.
All that he wants i= a mate to love, honor,
and be bossed by. Bhe obtained, the seventh
heaven of the Moros has nothing on the Phil-
ippines. 5
Let's take, for example, the case of the aver-
age nnmarried young man who goes cut to the
islands. On arriving in Manila he either se-
cures a government poeition or annexes him-
pgelf to some commerclal firm. I he has any
capability at all he ean obtain a monthly sal-
ary of at least 200 pesos, which in Christlan
money amounts to §100, In the event that he
doesn’t spend most of his »pare time in chiick-
ing his salary at the seagulls he should be able
"to save at least half of this amount per month,
for the cost of living in the Philippines is far
less than in the United Statea. Let's look into
hiv monthly running expenses for a moment :

Large, alry room overlonking Manila bay

Meals (IncludMng wix or seven courss dlnnes

Muchacho (FPIUpIno valet). . .oovnnnivivinans

Laundry (Including the washing of white and
khakl suits)

Thewe expenses, of course, apply only to
Manplla—in the event that he is stationed at
some small town out in the bosque, which is
Bpanish for country, he will find his expenses
to be about §10 & month less. Why, out in
the provincial towng, villages, and barrios you
can rent a four or five room house—of the
sunle walled, nipa roofed, and bamhoo floored
variety—for only $10 a month. ¢ By way of
digression it may be #aid for these houses that
they are in many ‘ways more. sanitary and
conducive tv continued good henlth than a ma-
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jority of onr dust collecting, poorly ventilated
houses here in the United States,
» ¥
His Daily Program.

But to continne with our young man. We'll
supppee that he has obtained a government
position, with station in Manpila. His. daily
program, then, is to arise at 7 o'clock every
morning and report for work an hour later.
From that time until 8 or 4 o'clock in the aft-
erpoon he is engaged in his official duties, ex-
cepting an hour at noom for luncheon. On
Baturdays. throughout the year , and every
weekday during several months of the “ hot ™
season, however, he works from 8 o’clock in
the morning until 1 in the afternoon, having
practically half of the day to himself. '

@ On quitting work his ususl procedare‘is to
retorn home for a sledtn, or afternoon . nap,
which is customory in many countries of the
tropjes. * Then' he either goes to his club or to
Manltla bay for a swim and.a rubdown or en-
joys sampe’ othér form of exercise which is es

“sential to good health in the Philippines, Ar
sunset B

over.to the Lupets, a large
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open plaza fronting the bay, and listens to the
constabulary band, which ia composed entirely
of Filipinos, and which, by the way, is a band
well worth hearing. Following this he goes
home  for dinner, and later in the evening
spends his time. at either: his clab, a dance,
the * movies,”" some native fiesta, or—if thera
happens to be a play in town—at Manpila's one
“opry house." _ \
‘At first 1ife in Manile strongly appeals to
thim. 'Though it hag-beeoins ‘thoroughly Amer-
< feanited singe theodnjs when it was wrested
from Spain and the Filinitios. it is distinetls
(Continved on . page wour . .-
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