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The. Spot on Mount Sinaj from
Which Moees Is Reputed to
Have Delivered the Ten
Commandments to the Chil-
dren of Israel

EXT to the Holy Land'the most
{nteresting region  in the
world to Blblical scholars is

the Binaitio peninsula. In one re
spect it is evem more interesting

than the Holy Land, for the wealth
of relleg and manuscripts which It
containg hardly been touched by

modern investigators.

An tmportant movement has aw
deen started by the universities,
scholars and religious leaders of
England to conduct a thorough-
search of the Monastery of 8t. Cathe-
rine, on Mount Sinal, where it i be-
lieved -thet the oldest existing Bible
manuscripts are to be found,

Discoveries already made indicate
with practical certainty that these
manuscripts must be thers, but for
peculiny reasons very little progress
has been made in .ur&.l? for
them. During the years 1863
and 1859 the German scholar Tisch-
endorf spent much time exploring
the monastery lbrary.

The monks were then very stmple
and hoepitible and unfamiliar
with the ways of the outside world.
They allowed Tiséhendorf to do as
he pleased In the library. He used
this liberty with stu ly profs
ftable results to himself. He discov-
ered tha oldest known Greek manu-
soript of the Bible, now khown as

- m
is. ono of _
has found gemeral acceptance

Greek Orthodox Chapel in the Cave to Which
the Prophet Elijah 1s Said to Have Retreated.

by Should Learn
: to Use ‘Both Hands

There has bean much talk lately in regard

teaching - chfldren to use both hands.
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' Finding a
Manuscript
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St. Luke's
.~ Own
Handwriting

“and Perhaps

Other Sacred
Relics of
‘Unparalleled
Importance
- in the

Strangest
. Library
in All the
World

the “Codex $inaiticus” By some
scholars it is dated as early as the
fourth century, and in that case it is
the oldest cally ocomplete man-
uscript of fho ible. It conaists of
most of the Old Testament, all the
New Testamept and “the Eplstls of
Barnabas.”

This wonderful cdllection of manu-
Tischendorf carried away
without saying a word to the monks.
There are doubtlesa gollectors to-

day who would give $1,000,000 for

these manuscripts. When the monks

glowly realiged that they had been

robbed of one of the most preclous

possessions in the religious world,

they became very angry, and their
or lasted a long time. "

'or years travellers who visited
the outof-the-world monastery re-
ported that the monks were surly
and inhospitable, and would not af-
ford & reasonsble opportunity for an
examination of their treasures. Many
of thess visitors reported that the
monks were illausing their manu-
scripts in a'deplorable manner, using
them as stands for cooking utensils
and flower pots. / K

Finally, in 1804, two brilliant
lishbwomen—Mrs. Smith Lewls
Mrs. Glbson—succeeded In winning
the confidence of the monks and se-
cured permission to make an exam-
ination of the library, Thelr ssarch
wae richly rewarded, for they dis-
covered a fourth century palimpsest
manuscript of Bt. Paul's Gospel in
Byrinc. This {s probably the oldest
known Bible manuscript, for the
Tischendorf Codex, even allowing it
the oldest dats mentioned, would
barely equal it.

Mre. Lewis and Mrs. Gibson found
that in order to put the library In
thorough order and reveal even
superficlally all  that it contained
would require the labors of a con-
siderable staff of trained  workers.
Although the monks gave facilities
to the two women, they were not
»iling to admit any considerable
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The Monastery of St. Catherine at the Foot of Mount Sinal Which Has Been Occupled for &

1,600 .Years and Is Believed to Contain Original Manuscripts of the Bible ~ 5 8

body of investigators to the monas-
tery, in'view of their bitter experi-
ence of earlier years.

The present movement alms to
overcome the objections ef the
monks in a friendly manner. The
Binaitic . Peninsula . 48 now 1n
Hgyptlan {erritory. When the neces-
sary funds have been ocollected the
assistance. of .the Hgyptian authori-
ties will be sought In carrying on
negotiations ‘with the monks.

Among 'the most precious manu-
goripts belleved to be in the monas-
tery is the originai of the Gospel of
8t. Luke in the handwriting of the
Apostle himself, This would be in-
comparably the most important Bible
manuscript ever The
Byriao copy of St. Luke's Gospel
found -by -the two English women
and at present constituting the oldest
known ‘ Bible ' manuscript contains
evidence that it was transiated from
& Greek ariginal in the library.

Scholars hold that the original
Gospel of SBt. Luke was in Greek,
The' Apostle was & physiclan of

Qresk descent, and his gospel gives
evidence of scholarly attalnments.
Early chronicles - state that  the
manuscript of St. Luke’s gospel was
one of the tressures given to the
monastery by the Emperor Justinian
in 627 A. D. The building contains
numerous representations of the
Apostle writing his gospel, and these
appear to have a ' oclose assoclation
with the foundation of the establish-
ment.

The library is known to contain
about 500 anelent volumes filled with
manuseripts in Greek, Arable, Syriao
and other languages. As one of
these great volumes may' contain
hundreds of manuscripts, the wealth
of thé library. can only be guessed at.
Among :its curlosities Is & - very
anclent compléte manuseript of the
Psalms, writien on its leaves in
microscople writing.

This monastery is the oldest con-
tinuously inhabited bullding in the
world. It was founded by Justinian
in about 53T D, and has been
occupled ever I Is surrounded
by walls thirty feet high, and de-
fended by cannon, for it was cut off
from the oivilised world for cen-
turies. Until recently everybody
who entered was hoisted by & rope
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, Corner of the Wonderful Library.in St. Cath-
erine’s Monastery Which Contains More
Precious Bible Manuscriptse Then

Then came the Mohammedam outr . - &
break. During the centurfes whea =
ths followers of the Prophet overran
the eastern world this little apot
held out for. Christianity. . -

The convent stands at the. foot of |

- many
ties, is the actual mountain where
the Ten Commandments were coms
mitted to Moses by the Lord.. Tha

according . to.

‘pluce
prehistoric times, barrss,
B

mountains ng
the clear sky are womderful. - ¢ 8
Nearly all the sites mentioned 1
BExodus and the other books of
the Old Testament are identified by
the monks and by local traditions, '

Israclites indulged in thelr ~fdols
trous festivities, as ' dessribed |}




