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VELAND READIISTS TAX ASSESSHENTS
- BY TECANCAL APPRAAL OF REAL ESTATE

THE

S _
‘Burden Shifted From Outlying Rnsidenc_e Districts to Bus-
.+ iness Section of the City; Valuation Increased,
i Rate Reduction Follows,
¥rom the Christian Science Monitor. { &treet and hence a eheap lot ean no

The fight mude by the late Tom L.

" _ Johnsgon as mavor of Cleveland that re-

in giving Cleve.-
appraisal  of
brief time,
city in
vitles

“multed, three yenrs ago,
: Ha first technical
m estate, made it, Tor n
“the dnly techuically appralsed
Americu. A number wof other
now share the distinction

It 1s just and nutural that Cleveland
sthould be firet Lo clear @ HINLES through
the jungle of guesswork thal so Bet-
erally obscured tax HWESCREMEeNt s Tom
“Johnson was out of office before the
work weas done, but It was largely his
triumph that |'I-‘\-.1.m.16 wWas .-;:-\In‘ l]n

ig 550,850,160 in realty val-
<ot A e THR.000 In the
last preceding appraiaal, that of 1500,
Wore than $100,000,000 of the Increase,
it may be added, was procured In the
eongested down town sectlon

The task was done under Immense
ditficulties, A state law allowed only
60 days in which to organlze 4 bonrd of
asgessors, traln 600 assistants and ox-
amine 147,000 pleces of property. Yet
the task was done in such a way Aas
to usher In whut every one Now greels
as a new and enlightened era in tax val-
uation. The result ecan only be laken
as an {llustration of what every city
oan do If it chooses to throw off the
yoke of political incompetence and be-
ginas to think and act in medern terms

Tax Bchool Opeoned.

In his tent meetings snd clsewhere
the mayor hammered home the fict thal
the tax dodger is, himself, the greatesl
extravagance that any clty can tolerate
Tt was mnotorious that favored Cleve-

. land taxpayers controlled the assessing

and equalizing machinery, a county
function wielded by Mayor Johnson's
political opponents, The mayor's first
move was to found a “tax school" and to
{nstall as teacher one Feter Witt, a
Backlisted. union molder, whose genius
for democracy uand for "figures” has
slnce made him city traction commis-
sloner. Ward maps, 16 fect square, with
equalized tax values set forth on each
jot, opened the eyes of citlzens to the
fact that there is more than one place 1o
hunt for graft. They had been so ex-
cited about the money which got out of
i{he treasury that they had forgotten
to notice the money which never got in.
©Of course the tax school was “viewed
with alarm™ in the conservatlve press.
Of course a property owner rushed into
court to stop it and the tax school was
no more, and its lesgons went for
naught, so far as reform at that time
was concerned.

But the foundation had been lald for
& new state tax law providing for more
frequent appraisal of realty and for the
listing of =actual values, Previously
Ohio smssessors had dodged complalnts
by alming in a general way to list prop-
erty at 60 or 60 per cent of its value
One who objected to his assessment
could always be told that it was low,
regardless of the fact that others were
proportionatety much lower. This cus-
tom was supplemented by court decis-
fons to the effect that no taxpayer had

- any Interest in the appralsal of any
. other taxpayer,

. Through Mayor Johnson's influence,
: the board of assessors in Cleveland se-
3 cured the services of W. A, Somers, then

: living In New York, as chief clerk. He
had gﬂ\reloped. by years of study, o sys-
tem and a set of mathematical tables
for the computing of related land wval-
ues, once the common unit of value was
ascertained and valued. He did not
value the land, In a very Llrug Bsense
the city valued Itself.

System Is Described.

Ward assoclations, real estate boards,
improvement socleties and groups of
neighbors decided upon values In tae lo-
talitles whare they bad knowledge
Thelr judgment wig not applied to in-
dividual lots, except for (llustration, but
wns translated Into terms of & unit of
frontage, one foot wide and 100 feel
deep, which became the measure for
each blcck, with mathematical allow-
I ance for corner Influence, alley influ
ence, depth, shape, grade and the other
modifying factors. Vlithout this pun-
lieity and cooperation, no such radical

advance in wvalue could have been se-
- g gured, Instead of the old customs of
A hiding each man's asppralsgl from his
¥ A pelghbor, district maps were generally
L distributed, showing the proposta strect

1 I8 units and criticism was Invited,

ey Most cltizens sald, "Treat me llke tha

| Others and I will make no complaint"
But of courss privilega |8 never up-
vooted without a wal] from ¥ome of Its
favorites, One of the first and loudest
protests came from manufacturing aad
,mercantile corporations, who Insist=d
that local industry was belng throttled
Threats were made Lo remove factories,
and the prophecy was ullered that
Cleveland could get no new Industrles
under such harsh treatment,

In sanswer, the board prepared a tahle
showing the old and new valuations of
100 corporations, as wey] as thelr cap'-
talization. The old realty -aluations
were more than tripled, $306,727,770 be-
ing listed where only $11,161,700 ex
isted before, The 1ighting company, for
example, was compelled to stand an
advance fouva $727.970 1o 33,318,470, A
prominent nut and bolt company wuas
appralsed $184.410 under the cld regima
and $1.610920 under the new, an ad-
vance of nearly nine to one. On the
other hand, & certaln factory of moder-
ate plze had been listed ut about $12,00y
which was a i per cent appralsal, as
compared with the new figure of §16,-
000, A certuin foundry was ndvenoced
only from §71,000 to $103.000. A wvar
nish concern wae rctually lowered frum

$24.140 to $LL.200.  All of these coy
cerng Baved a wvast portlon of tholr
taxes by the lowered rates under {je!
new appralsal, The city lce trust,

the other hand. had Leen listed nt $6500.

In realty values and underwnt o 10 to |
advance, belng placed oa the books for
| " 307,000,
3 Discoveries Made,
- The outstanding facts (n the liu
K were:
- Undervaluation under old methods;
: Vast discrepanciea In old  vulintlons,
generally In favor of the larper corpo.-
atlons as against the smaller and lows
] 1 al;&uentlul.
¥ i oW af to the charge of oppositien.
4 the table showed that, by adding the
‘ personal property asgersment to the w.d
"_ and the new realty appralsals allke, the
. - wross advance was from $25,000,000 1o

BEL . moyce than §50.000,000. At the sane
e time, the outstanding capitalization of

# the listed companies fell on deaf ears
B " Another class of objoctors were the
\ owpers of downtown praperty. Thelr

. first concerted effort was (o huve rent-
0 &ls adopted as a basis of tax value in
Kesping with the discredited mystem of
- ﬁgllah landlordism, The board prompt-
Ay Meclined to put any such premium on
¥ ésn, Rent figures woere compllad
e given due welght Informution re-
E rding sale prices was Hought and AaY-

! josted. Careful counts were made of
¥ trafflc past given sites, A1l af this
& recognition that lot vilues are
Bred by the use und ocoupuney of

o
L Elie ® Bts, Hence the muathematicnl
Y it between values on the same
q‘-c R
;i ‘b
i « s

In which to traln 600 employes for an

more ex!st on a high-priced street,
Critice Becure Review.
Ouessnork hias been eliminated in the
viiluation of bulldings ws well as land.
A minute deseription of each bullding In
town was secured on abbreviated record
vards, The deseniption servoed to fix the
class of the Lullding, and 118 v elie was
computed tfrom measuTements,
through the  application of  waellried
unlts of butlding cost Deprecinilon was

its

wllowed Tor age wml s An addittonal
deprectation wos deducted from dwell-
Iing houses according 1o districts, the
theory being thut two similar houses in
different nelghborhoods had  Jdifferent
values. Thia principle wus eriticized,
but at least It was done 1o the apen.
Later a board of review, hostile politi-
cally to the appralsing board, restored

o purt of this district discount.  The res
viewing board felt called upon o re-
diee downtown business values by soma
$5.000000, aund In looking for u place tu
stow the excess vidue the poor man's
house, us usual, bore the brunt of tho
udvancs,

From an educational standpolnt, ne
part of the work was more Interesting
thun the informal appralsal of rallroads
made by the bournd. Honest viuluntions
for rallrowds had bheen one of Mayor
Johneon's hobbles, and his friends on tha
board could not forbear to follow lit-
erally the Instructions of the law anhd
vialue all of the real property within
tha clty llmits, The work was purely
educational, for the valuation of rall.
roads has always been a district or stats
function In Ohio, and the value |8 dls-
tributed by counties according to mile-
nge, a discrimination in favor of the
rural countles as agalnst ‘the terminal
cltles. Under the Somers’ plan every
foot of track wns measured, every rut
or fill recoriled, every bridge appralred
at {ts reproductive cost, amd the value
of right-of-wny determined on the sama
unit busis as the abutting property. Tha
result showed more than $23,000,000
worth of rallrosd realty, without copnt-
ing bulldings, The former wvaluatlon
was about §4,000,000,

To complete the work of education,
this ratircad value was distributed by
districts.

Results of Appraisal

Tha reduction of the tax rate from

35 mille tor 12.6 mills was one of the
direct results of the reappralsal., The
revenue of the clty, nevertheless, was

Increased. Many of the property own-
ers who objected loudest found them-
selvem actually payving less than they
did under the old regime. The gencral
effect of the |Introductlon of svstem
has been that the valuntion was shifled
from the outlying residence districts to
the down town sections, which ars al-
ways undervalued under a guesswork
method. In Cleveland the proportion of
increase in realty valuation over the city
as a whole was 286 per cent, as com-
pared with the preceding decennial ap-
pralsal. In the business distriet the in-
crease was 333 per cent. The dlscrep-
ancy between these two figures Is even
greater than It seams, slnce the former
includes the latter, and slnca tha gen-
ernl Increase |8 partly accounted for hy
outlying growth and expansion of tha
eity limits. The wslze of the built up
aren down town was not appreciably
larger in 1010 than it was in 1900.

Errors, of course, occurred in the ap-
plication of the new system. Conalder-
Iing that only two months wag allowed

almost revolutionary tusk the result ean
only be viewed as a triumph for system
under the most trying conditions, The
cost of the work was $126,470, or §7
cenls per parcel of land, FPhlladelphia's
08t of appralgal for the sames year was
reported ut $3.40 per parcel.

Above all, a ecity which had beesn
stirred for yeurs on tax questions ls
satisfied with the substantinl Justice of
Its Inst appraisal, It enjoys the moral
consclousness that always follows the
dislodgmaont of favoritism. Men neither
fear discrimination nor seek Its surp-
posed advantages for themselves, The
cry of “tax dodger” has disappearcd
from local politlcs, For its future ad-
vance, the clty looks to the state for the
repenl of a uniform rule, so-called, and
the Institution of home rule in taxation.
With this right granted 1t may do many
things, perhaps encourage Industry In-
stead of fining It whila 1t collects for
the public those values which the publje
crentes. Whatever {t does wlll be done
systematleally and in ghe open.

OIL PLANT MANAGER
SHOT THROUGH HEART

Walla Walla, Wash., Bept. 10.—Stand-
Ing on a ladder by the slde of the tanks
at the Standard Ol company's station
In this city yesterday morning, Louls
H, Wade, manager of the plant, shot
himself through ths heart with a 38
cillber automatie pistol, Wade was
taking tank readings from L. 1. Sher-
rod, an employe, and It 18 thought (hat
the gun was accidentally dlscharged,

One of Wade's uncles traded him the
Bun some months ago, because he
feared it would go off accldentally.
Coroner J, W, (ookerly pronounced

death accldenta), Thursday, Wade trans-
ferred hls life Insurance from his estate
to his daughter Helen. The 1lfe in-
surnnce had been used as security on a
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NEW PULP AND PAPER MILL TO UTILIZE MILL WASTE

R o

Top—~General view of
Bottom—Drying room

Mal{ufactur]ng Plant, Unique
in Its Field, Soon to Open
at Marshfield,

—

(Bpecial to The Journal.)

Marshfleld, Or, Scpt, 20.—Tha new
paper pulp mill which has Deen in
coursa of construction for the past year
adjolning the sawmill of the C, A, Bmith
Lumber & Manufacturing company In
thia city Ig new completed and it is an-
nounced that the plant will begin opera-
tions about Outober 1.
The pulp plant will use the waste
wood from the rawmlill to make paper
pulp, but it will be operated ns A gapa-
rate company, the corporalion name be-
Ing" known us the Coos Bay Pup &
I'aper company.

. A. Bmlith |s president of the com-
pany, Vernon Hmith is vice president
und Charles Trabert secretary, H, Ner-
drun is general manager for the com-
pany, and also secretary. Arno Mereen
of tha Smith lumber concern Is a di-
rector,

Mr. Nerdrum, the manager, came to
this country from Flnland, wherg he
wus enguged in the pulp business, He
deslghed and bullt the mill here. The
plarnt cost about $600,000, For the rres-
ent pulp will be made, but later the
manufecture of paper may be taken up.
This would require additional buildings,

Forty Tons Daily Capacity,

The pylp plunt will have & capacity
of making 40 lons of pulp every 24
hours and It is expected to sell the out-
put in Jupan and China The plint dif-
fers from most other pulp mills in sev-
eral respects,  SHalt witer 18 used In
muaking the pulp and will he pumped
from the bay, thus saving the expense
of bringing fresh waler a4 great dis-

DAUGHTER DID BEFORE
Bellingham, Wash, Sept. 20—J. M
Warrlner, a ploneer of South Belling-
lham, and well known in SBeattle and Ti-
comau, commitled suiclde at noon today
by drowning o Chuckanut bay. Drood-
Ing over the death of his daughter,
Murjorle, a year ago, who committed
sulclde In the same hody of waler, is
gald to have unbalanced his mind. Mrs.
Warriner, daughter and two sons ara

In Honolulu, amnd one son resldes in
Tacoma,

U. S. JUDGE, ATTORNEY
AT NOME, ALASKA, QUIT

Washington, Sept. Y0.—The
tions of linited Stutes Judge
nnd United Statey IMstriet Attorney
Roddey of Nome, Alaskn, today are in
the hands of government officials here,
The Wllson administration asked for
thelr reslgnations 'for the good of the
service,” DBoth Murane and Rodey are

resigna-
Murune

loan.
—

——

Republicans,

—
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two or more roots or teeth in

DR. W. A, WIER

| | Entiance on 'whird Street

Phonew—
| TAILING BUILDING, o AR

' Teeth Without Plates
| As solid and firm as your own tut:ith]j::tj:wn.ythinm All you need is

Pr Plates, With Flexible Suotion
_::I;?"m and ?‘ia“"" The very best and latest In modern
- enrs in Portland dentlstry. No more falllng plates.

WISE DENTAL CO.

an AND witma'ron. B, B. CORNED,

Fully guaranteed,

SR THAT BOFT LM

@020, A-2029.
Portiand, Oreg..a
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the C. A, Smith plant at Marshfleld.
in aew pulp mill.

tance. A fllter which has a capacity of
4,000,000 gallons of WwaAter & day Is
maintained to use the salt water. This
{s the only mitll in the country which
will excluslvely use waste lumber. Other

burner, will give a sutticient supply 8o
that the cost of raw material is practl-
cally nothing. The pulp mill takes all
waste exceptling the bark and sawdust,
which I8 used as fuel in the electrie

ble this arrangement of power and ma-
terial,

Another feature in which the Marsh-
fleld mill differs from other pulp mills
is in the use of the chemicals, The
sulphate of soda process i{s used In mak-
fgg the pulp, but while other mills ex-
haust all the chemicals vemployed this
mill recovers 85 per cent of the chemi-
cals, thus making a great saving. To
do this several big  buildings were
neaded, but thoe extra gutlay Is war-
ranted by the saving brought about,

Flant Is Fireproof,

The pulp plant is fireproof through-
out. A storehouse and a structure in
which the waste wood ls flrst carried
are the only frame buildings. Concrete
18 used In the Interlor for the large hop-
pers and in every other way possible for
concrete to be employed, The roofs of
the bulldings are all concrete, bullt on
the plan of arch spans without rafters,
The plant consists of several large
buildings each Individual In arrange-
ment and  yet vconnected, The plant
really carries on two separate processes,
one the making of paper pulp and the
other the handling of the chemicals
neceseary to recover the saving.

The mill will employ 60 men while
most other mills operating on other
plans would require 76 men to produce
the same output.

The work of construction was slow, as
much of the machinery was brought
fromn Bweden and Germany, whils ma-

s

T GIRLS' HOME

TOERE

Volunteers of Amerlca Have
Secured Over Half of Nec-
essary Amount,

A practical means of helping to solve
the problem of a living wage for work-
ing girls haa been hit upon by the Vol-
unteers of Amaerica,

It conslsts of a home, accommodating
wige earning girls, affording them
room, board, lnundry and sewing facill-
ties for §3 per week. This home, known
as the Maud B, Booth home, is located
at 12 East Beventh street, the property
is paid for and the establishment is so
carefully and economieally conducted
that even at the low price charged, the
home is practically self supporting.

The present home accommodated only
40 girls, and the demands upon it have
become 8o great that a good friend has
offered 36000 toward the crection of a
more commodious home on condition
that a similar amount be raised. The

I

firet 31000 of the $5000 needed has
buen secured, the following being the

llst of pubscribers up to this time:

John B, Beall ........0.. seneeesdh 3200

Henry L. Corbett .,,....., FEyaa. 200

B, Lee Paget ..... dawadebnsadinsas 300
s A, LOWIB L.iiivisensninssasiss 100
M. & 1. N. Flelschner ......

Fred A. Kriba ....... .

J. R, Bowles ..... v

Philip Buehner NP

Bubscriptions for this very worthy

fund muy be sent elther to the Volun.
teers of America, § Grand avenue north;
1), Lea Puget, 304 Failing bullding, or
John 8. Beall, 800 Yamhill street, cor-
ner East First sireet.

Following are the names of ths ad-
visory board, all of whom approvs of
the new undertaking and commend it
to the generoys {mpulses of the people
of Portland: B, Lee Paget, John 8.
Beall, Henry I. Corbett, I. N. Fleisch-
ner, I.. A. Lewls, Ernest F. Tucker, K.
K. Kubll and E, H. Mowre,

JUDGE TAYLOR LEFT
ESTATE OF $100,000

Astorla, Or, Bept. 20.—In the. wlil of
the late Judge F. J. Taylot,” which was
flled for probates yesterday, the entire
estate is left to the widow, Mrs Mury
H. Taylor and her two daughters, The
estate, including life Insurance, is estl-
mated in the petition at not less than
$100,000. The will j& to be probated at
once, for until that is dona the re-
organization of the Peninsula Land &
Trust Co, which has been under way
for sgome time, cannot be proceeded witl:,

mills use waste, but also cut good lum-

ber, The waste from the Smith sawmill,
which |8 now consumed in & Waste
4
L ]
M
[

terial {n the bullding and equipment in-
cluded articles from practically esvery
state In the unlon,

plant at the Smith mill, which supplles
power also to the pulp plant. The near-
ness of the two bulldings makes poss!

Mres, Taylor is named as executrix to
serva without bonds.

“For Forty Years the Standard”

“Garlands” are the most ex-
tensively sold and popular stove
specialties in the world, because
by positive test of years they
have proven to be the best.

“Garlands” are guaranteed by
dealer and manufacturer and will
operate perfectly, and with prop-
er care last a lifetime,

And, besides, ‘“Garlands” pre-
sent the latest departures in or-
namentation and design and ex-
clusive features of advantage not
found elsewhere.

“Garland” Line of Stoves, Ranges and Heating Stoves
Before Making Your Purchase

nry Jenning & Sons

| Second and Morrison Streets .
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