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His Soctial Ostracism

Newport, August T.

HATSOEVER a man soweth, that
i “w shall he reap,” says the Bible,

which also tells In another book
en excellent story of a man who gold &

birthright for a mess of pottage.

These remarks are apropos to the fact
that Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt &nd Mrs.
Alfred Vanderbilt Number Two (who was
Mrs. Margaret Emerson McKim, of Bal-
timore) have returned to Newport from
England bringing with them their youth-

i ~ ful son and heir.
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. And, returning, Mr. and Mrs, Vanderbilt
have found themselves effectually frozen
out of that society of which, had Alfred
Vanderbilt been content with defyin only
half its conventions, he might and ‘rob-

~ ably would be leader to-day. Soclety has
put the ban on the Vanderbilts, and they
are as lonely in Newport as beachcombers

. on a Paclfic:isle!

In the twelve vears since his marriage

Elsle French, Alfred Vanderbllt. bas
r':;h the gamut of human 1ndiscretlons.

His return to Newport forced soclety to
answer the gquestion whether it
could possibly condone 80 many
breaches of standards as Alfred
Vanderbilt has been guilty of
. Also it'was forced to choose be-
twoeen the first wife of Alfred,
~ who is head of the Newport col-
ony, and the second wife of Al-
fred, who was Mrs. McKim. Al
most unanimously it was decld-
ed that it would not condone,
and that it would stand by the
first wile
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Therefore when the Alfreds arrived In
Newport recently they found none of the
Vanderbilt family in residence except the
Reginald Vanderbilts, and of course they
do not count In glving soclal or family

recognition. .
be remembered, i8 Altred's brother and
the sharer !n many a scrape and escapade,

“Where is your mother?"” asked the new
wife of Alfred when she arrived.

“(Qope to England,” replled Reginald.

“Where are your elsters twain?”

“Gladys is In England and Gertrude is
in Scotland, answered Reggie, a bit em-
barrassed.

“And where are your cousins and your
aunts?’ thus the new Mrs. Vanderbilt
amxiously.

uJust left for a trip around the world,”
stammered Reggle,

“But didn't they know we were coming
with baby?" asked poor Mrs. Vanderbiit
Number Two.

“Oh, yes, they knew all right, That's
why”"—— Reggie dld not finish the an-
BWer,

Reginald Vanderbilt, it will ,

In silence the little
party made its way
to Oakland Farms,
the splendid mansion
of the Alfred Vander
bilts.

“Aren’t there any

of the family here ex-
cept you, Reggle?”’ at
last asked Alfred.
“Oh, yes," replied
the fntactful Reggle.
“There's Elsie. Elsie's
the whole show up
here now''——
stopped at =a
from his brother,
“Elsie?" sald the
second Mrs. Vander-
bilt. “Elsie?” Then
she realized that Reg-
gle meant the first
Mrs. Alfred, and her
heart must have
grown very heavy,
for "even the most
optimistic person
would recognize that
abandoned by his
powerful family and
with his first wife
commanding the field
there was little chance for her husband
to regain his lost social position.
Newport knew this before the Alfreds
arrived. In fact, the news that they were
coming disturbed that frivolous colony as
it has never perhaps been disturbed. “Is
it bravado on their part?’ asked the
matrons. “Surely Alfred at least must
know that he has put himself beyond the
pale.” “It isn't bravado,” sald others, who

- gt{l] held a kindly feeling for the holder

of the most of old Commodore Vanderbilit's
millions, “He {8 anxious to realize his
wife's ambitions, and he feels no doubt
that the baby will reconcile him with the
family."”

“Well, whatever it is that makes them
eome they're going to make It very awk-
ward for everybody,” was the general
vardict.

This was only too true. Early In the
Spring the Vanderbilt family had planned
a brilliant season. Mrs. Vanderbilt was

to open The Breakers and have the Laszlo’

Szechenyls with her for the Summer. The
Harry Payne Whitneys were to open thelr
house on Bellevue avenue, the “Neely's” to
open Beaulfeu, and Mrs. McKay Twombly
was to open her handsome place on the
cliffs, Then, llke a bolt from the blue,
came word that Alfred intended to come
to Newport. Oh, what a scurry there
was!

Mrs. Vanderbilt ordered the’ shuiters
put back on The Breakers and fled to
Sussex to stay with the Szechenyls, the
Harry Payne Whitneys took refuke in
Scotland, and the day after the Alfreds
arrived Mrs, Twombly and her daughter,
Ruth, closed their doors,
picked up thelr petticoats
and started for a trip
around the world.

Only the Reggles were
left.

And why do not the
Reggles count? Why ls
their influence mnot suffi-
clent to place the Alfreds
back in eoclety? Reggle,
the youngest of the family,
has been on the verge of
being kicked out himself;
he {a received only bep
cause his wife continues
to.live with him; he has
figured in too many esca-
pades to attempt to foist
his brother on Newport.
Of what use is it for the
blind to lead the blind?

It Is a new thing for
a Vanderbilt to be ostra-
clsed by Soclety, in which
the family has moved for
two generations. It is
hard =upon Alfred Van-
derbilt, for he might
Bave been a leader in the colony which
now will have none of him. When his
father, the lale Cornelius, In a great
error of judgment, disinherited -Cornelius,
his eldest son, because of his marriage,
and made Alfred his chief heir, he was
glven an opportunity to become a& social
and financial leader. Instead of dolng so,
he kicked away the gclden platter on
which the birthright was given.

But If it is hard upon Alfred, there is
much more to be pitled in the position
of his second wife. She has striven very
hard for the soclal acknowledgment which
is now Irrevocably withheld from her.
The story of hew Emerson, “the headache
cure king,” and his wife chartered a
yacht and took with him only young Dr,
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|fred Vanderbilt-
Frogen Out
Of Society!

The Head of the Danderbilt House
Returns to Newport with His New
ife to Find His Family Fled, All
His Old Friends “ Not at Home,”
 and His First Wife the Leader in

McKim and thelr daughter, Margaret, is
an old one. That trip was planned solely
for the purpose of letting propinquity
work its way until Dr. McKim would fall
a captive to the charms of Miss Margaret
and ask her to be his wife. Dr. McKim
at that time represented to the Emersons
the highest point of social ettainment
that could be looked forward to. It is on
record that the moment Dr. McKim pro-
poged to Miss Emerson and the glad news
was glven to her parents, the yacht was
turned around and made back for Balti-
more.

But Mrs. McEKim soon saw that thers
were heights far beyond her husband's po-
sition. She cast her eyes upon Newport

and Alfred Vanderbilt, Alfred was d!- .

vorced from Eisle French, and Mrs. Mc-
Kim was divorced from her husband after
the payment to him of a large emount of
money for his complaisance. Then they
went to England. No doubt her receptlon
at Newport has been an enormous shock
to the second wife, Of course ona season
she was there before and was lgnored
by soclety, because soclety resented her
friendship for young Varderbilt. He was
not then divoreced; the divorce followad
that season. And yet Mrs. Alfred Number
Two dlsplays astonishment to flnd that
her hushand’'s first wife is chosen over her
head; that she has not married Into the
Newport set by marrying Alfred.’

“You cannot enter here,” says Mra.
Robert Goelet, as she orders the gates of
Eastbourne closed to the Alfred Vander-
bilts. “Nor hers, elther,” says Mra. EL
bridge Gerry, as she tells her butler to say,
“Not at home,” should the Alfreds call.

There are degrees of ostracism. The
Vanderbilts will be put through them all.
They felt their first great pang when they
were not invited to Mrs. Fish's fairy tale
ball, to which thrae hundred of Alired's
former friends were asked. These sama
three hundred sat ‘themselves down to
dine in Mrs. Hermann Oelrichs's superb
dining room before golng on to the ball,
but Alfred and his wife were not among
those present.

Oakland Farms was left to Alfred by
his father. It {s one of the most Iuxupri-
ous places about Newport. It holds to-day
two of the unhappiest of mortals, What
means thelr great wealth if they have no
friends to lavish it on? They are ma-
rooned amld its luxurious contents. Does
he blame himselt or does he blame the
young woman he married, for there is no
doubt that his family at least would re-
celve him if he had not remarried.

When he drives along Bellevue avenue
and comes face to face with hls former
wife, what happens? Mrs. Vandarbilt
looks at him but does not see him, looks
at the woman by his side and does not
see her, When he meets the women he
used to be friendly with, what happens?
If he is slone thers are some women who
will stop and chat a few moments with
him, but the spirit of cordiality is gone.

Mrs. .Joe Harriman, meeting him in
front of the Casino the other day, sald:
“Why, hello, Alfred, where did you drop
from? Pleasant weather we are having,
aren't we?"

In the early days she would have wrung

‘his hand and begged him to “Come home

and have a bite of luncheon with us.”
If his new wife i# with him, the women
turn to look the other way. If brought
face to face, they speak to her in the
most casual manner. . Being a man, Alfred
does mot see all the many slights ad-
ministered to his wife by the women who
were his friends, and who are friends of

(WIth apologles to the old famlllar classlc ploture of that nams.)
“Here are Alfred and his new wife (who has struggled so hard for social
recognition) out in the cold. Newport is frozen to them and they

can only peer from the outside at the inside and mourn. What

a position for the man who
might have led Newport
fashion!”

French Van-
derbilt, Alfred’s
First Wife.

his first wife. He feels Rthe greater
slights, however, and writhes under them.
Mrs. Payne Thompson, Mrs, Ned Berwind,
Mrs., “Normie” Whitehouse, have neither
called on his new wife nor allowed her to
be presented to them. Mrs. Ava Astor,
recently Installed at Beechwood, gave them
botlt‘ he cut direct the day she artived,

Théy live In splendid isolation, unhon-
ored and unsung, Invited nowhere.

“The Alfred Vanderbilts?” asked some
one the other day at the Caslno. “Have
they returned?”’ Dear me, how can they
have the couraga?”

“No, indeed, I have not called; nor do
[ intend to.”

Contrast their fate with that of the first
Mrs. Alfred. Bhe is the most popular
hostess in the colony. Harborview, her
magnificent estate, {8 the scene of one
dance after another, one dinner after an-
cther. Her invitatlons are never refused.
She Is the guest of honor at Mrs. Fish's,
Mrs. Goelet’'s, Mrs. Astor's, Mrs. Gerry's.
These matrons are at her back in her
fight to keéP her former husband and his
wife out of soclety., She is fighting not

only for hersell, but for her son. .

All this time Alfred has mnot stood

ﬁely by and made no effort to regain °

birtheight. He has spent money like

water to get it back by the horse show -

route. He has made his name through-
out England because of his ctaching en-
terprises and his promotion of the Olymple
Horse Show, which would mot exist were.

‘Alfred Gywnne Vanderbilt in
- Coaching Costume,

it not for hls wealth. He presented t@®
Newport a splendidly equipped Y. M. G
‘A. bullding; he has bought Interests im
newspapers and magazines, but nothin

has won for him, the birthright he sol

for the mess of potitage.

Where has this social ountcast differed
from many others who have trod the
same primrose path? ‘Why have others
been forgiven and Alfred Vanderbilt semt
Into exile? Parhaps because he has not
played the game. The man who plays
the game, even a losing game, re-
celves the respact of his kind if he I8 a
sportsman. Soclety would have come to
the forgiveness stage had Alfred not made
a second marrlage; given the marriage,
It might have forgiven in time If he had
remained in England. But his frequent
returns to New York and his efforts to
rehabilitate himself and his present wife
at the expense of his first wife and son
have turned soclety to- adamant, So
clety may not have a sense of decency,
but it has a certain amount of pride, and
It refuses to accept this man who wilfully
outraged its conventions. Boclety assumes
that Alfred Vanderbilt counted on-his
wealth and family to force soclety to
tal{a him back, and soclety kicks him
ou

After all, the most interesting lesson
taught by this chapter of Amerlcan famtly
history is the foollshness of dictating your
children's marrlages. The late Cornelius
Vanderbilt disinherited his son Cornelius,
simply because he married a perfectlyl
estimable girl, whose family position did
not suit the father. Alfred got the resi-
duary estate that Cornellus lost. Hver
since then Cornelfus has been & model
oftizen and & happy husband, while Alfred
has become a horrible example, ”




