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women voters of this country. show .no inclina-
tion to give allegianoe permanently anywhere.

Their political bias, once the leading ques-
tion of their right to the ballot has been dis-
posed of, has been as diverse as 'that of the men.
Xney have- heoomA itizfina first nnr) nartinnna

.aftfifgaxtLaa. their, individual, opinions -- and-aea

timents have inclined. Factors of immense im-
portance these Tm'llinn' tni' ..Vialf .,';nt UtitnmanZr' "aciors mention
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the suftrfige movement of the United States ,

must go back to a period when men who are
voting now had still to wait many years before
iaeir motuers Bnouid give them to the nation,
back to times when the fathers of many of them
were Btill .unborn. . f

es' ta
pe cauea we motner of sulirage; women are vot-
ing there who learned their 5 balloting from
mothers who voted before them,' and those
mothers got their lessons at the polls from this
latest generation's pioneer grandmothers. The
suffrage) is so old a story to the women-o- f Wyo- -
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'once "broken down,
with no horrible attendant oi
the change, purely gleeful, orderly

achieve the ultimate goal. -
. .. .r . . . , ,."" 9, 'W t'e lute or cnanges VOMCn,

fifty't.lyears ago, were soberly believed to
tfppar cataclysmal, the sole commentary on
it .all has been the ' hire ' publication of
the fact. '

And that is the most significant of all
the features attending the votes of women
in the approaching presidential election.

Every, presidential year brings with it the
astonishment and the puzzle of the new gen-
eration of voters, factors in the millions that

be. .oned with by campaign managersand predictable only from the averages of for-mer campaigns.
new census fi8rure8 available, the
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eligible for the ballot. These new voter, wS

age, and they raise the total strength of the

IJe 1,350 000 new votes remaining arerecently naturalized citizens wom"n
who tins year will, for the first time, exercShe
franchise forth, presidency. The'actuai

prwouaiy entitled to the ballot and tw. --C
ffibul5v5Il01611 that have

form?-88-
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- Mandated. Intoof. men .women voters
scale of comparative size, would iwKL on a

been national elections where fewer nonSI!
votes and a smaller ' representation thHw
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for one candidate or Trtt,, --i.., mousiy
would resound with the arguments and apS
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United States, and only in the glacis H
where it is a reality does it seem to be'L
noticed; and there it is accepted as
T y "c'f"" cjVTrMie. tna nPnncmme u,
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twt government assurances that the issue
shall be favorable. Vith but a fraction 4f
that footing, England's impassioned suffra--

IS doubtf ui whether the mass of American'
ITwomen themselves, realiza the v enormity of

the advance that has come to them
whether even the most sanguine among

Amencan, suffragists haye the full sense of vio-to- Tj

which' these, figures imply.
To the average woman,: although the shad-

ing of any map of this country" for partial as
well as full suffrage would cover two-thir- ds of
it, the idea that her sex : already holds a balance
of iwwer at. the; polls to far as numbers areusually concerned, appear to have conveyed nopractical meanings Another Socialist in the
Keichstag of Germany, 'a couple of Liberator
Conservatives gained in , parliament in Great
Britain, and, there is almost tumultflous excite-
ment 6ver the political prospects, of the future.

But iere, with half a dozen American states
preparing to vote and several, of them reckon--
bur with women AWn U
Uttb:njdirect.;ap

i
own temtbries'; and they them-- '

selves take tne marvnl nnllv v v.u

ming that, so far from picturing it In Mgh heela
and a straight front, they think of It only; at
grayhaired in its experience and almost hoary
in its antiquity. "

Why, women foted in Wyoming whfle Vfyo
ming was still, so to speak, attired in abort ,

pants. The civil war was over only a few years,
the south had notiescapej from Xim axcgxdshv of
its "reconstruction"; the wild Indians wielded
scalping knives on the boundless plainav' an4
Wyoming was far territory of ths.Uttltdt i"

States, not even important enough4-!s!- m thai v

privilege of statehood." " "" ";
From 1869 until 1890 the Wyoming women ';.

who confessed to years of 31 or more played
their full part, politically,' In the making and V
governing of their unhatched eommonwealth,and
they played it well, for all the leadingstrimra
of a jealously paternal government held it hx
long subjection.

Those who analyze the history of the-- ran ;

chise for women in this country find that thai
real crisis of the movement occurred when bold ,

Wyoming, its constitution providing for the full
franchise to the women, voters who had been '

citizens for twenty-on- e years, staked its admis-
sion to statehood on recognition by Congress of -

that document in" its entirety. 7 It meant that,- - .

so far as one state could go, every, woman over
the age of 21 should forever be acknowledged
the political equal of man by the congress and r ,

the people of the United States. It was the great ,

precedent, which some state must establish,
unless suffrage were to be a lost cause through
all time. ,
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HOW UTAH FOLLOWED SUIT

Wyoming won. Its example was inspiring.
For the time the hopeful advocates of the bal-- .

lot saw its example followed by some of the older ,

commonwealths, too intelligent to long remain
shamed by the courage of a western, newly-settle- d

country. But the older states did nothing --

of the kind; they ' remained stolid, apathetio,
rather derisive. Would there ever be a secondl

There was, of all places, Utah, where woman '

was reputed to be nothing but the bond slav
and chattel of tyrant man., .

Slowly, like Wyoming:, but as surely,- - the
lesson of woman's value to the community as a

afitAW rid Spain a4 ffmnrifl m a Viari

home bread orthe banging of'their typewriters.
The very ; suffragists who are 'laboring in

( ttatea where, as ye nothing has been won, have
no crowing to do ; the sounds of ambitious strife

.Btill echo the argument of
, those distant years

when Susan B. Anthony and-he-r few devoted
allies faced ridicule and sometimes violence. Not
even a voice is raised, to quote the portentous
words of the. late Chief Justice. Brewer, .Ma
woman will some day occupy the Wnite House'.?

So far as sensationalismj popular excite-
ment or . even DODular interest )in
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been a citizen of Utah while the rest of the
United States was applauding the actors who
played "The Danitea." .

Utah for seventeen years had tested the
political wisdom --of its women in its territorial
affairs; and Utah had learned to trust them so
implicitly that, when the constitution was bein-- r

drawmiir feradmission to statehood; in 1 9S,-- h 3
men vpters, by an overwhelming majority, dwtr I
that their mothers, sisters and wives should con
tinue to enjoy the franchise, tip to tho full

ture in which thy thprrnlvf po . it. V- ' '

the honor of priority ou:t rt rruiin r
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greatest Rubicon of "wbman's suffrage in", the

States reallv want to,, U rfTA.otWplnnr , ... i "
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