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F-THIS wonderful thing ~had: -
[ occurred in course of the lon

fought campaign for homa

sn Ireland, the noise of it m e ; v

echoed thmu‘%hom civilization. “Ifiit-

» iz

noticed; and there it is accepted as
being something so commonplace that no-
body can take time to comment om it.

More than a million and-a half of
women in an English-speakiyg country are
legally entitled to participate in the choice
of @ nation's executive,

The women are Americans, the wation
the United Stases, -

With but little bester vepresentation in
the British parliament, if as much pro-
gortiona:eiy, the Irish Nationalists have
rought the struggle of years to an-issue,
with government assurances that the issue
shall be favorable, With but a fraction of
that footing, England’s impassioned suffra-
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had come to England during any por... i
tion of the last decade, it mzfm iy
thrilled the world. It has comogethe
United States, and only in the plage

where it is & reality does it seem to be~t_
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d md preyudices, once broken down,
with no horrible consequences attendant on
the change, purely peaceful, orderly com-
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paigning could have been vetied upon to

achieve the ultimate goal. -

Here, in the face of changes which,
fifty years ago, were soberly believed to
appear cataclysmal, the sole commentary on
it all has been the bare publication of
the fact.

And that is the most significant of all

the features attending the votes of women

in the approaching presidential election.

_‘—__'-___———'___.__,_

women thémselves realize the enormity of

the advance that has come to -them—

whether even the most sanguine among
American suffragists have the full sense of vio-
tory which these figures imply.

To the average woman, although the shad-
ing of any map of this country for partial as
well as full suffrage would cover two-thirds of
it, the idea that her sex already holds & balance
of power at the polls so far as numbers are
usually concerned, appears to have conveyed no
practical meaning, Another Socialist in the
Reichstag of Germany, a couple of Liberals. or
Oonservatives gained in parliament in- Great
Britain, and there is almost tumultsous excits-
ment over the political prospects of the future.

But here, with half a dozen American states
preparing to .vote and several of them reckon-
ing with women as the unknown factor, there’is
little or no direct appeal for. their support
except in their own territories; and they them-
selves take the vel as coolly as the baking of
home bread or"?i:banging ofetheir typewritars.

The very suffragists who are laboring in
wtates where, as yet, nothing has been won, have
no crowing to do; the sounds of ambitious strife
still echo the arguments of those distant years
when Susan B. Anthony and her few devoted
allies faced ridicule and sometimes violense. Not
even a voice is raised to quote the portentons
words of the late Ohief Justice. Brewer, “a
woman will some day occupy the White Houge.”

So far as sensationalism, popular excite-
ment or. even populsr interest has gone, the
greatest Rubicon of woman’s suffrage in the
United Btates ia being orossed with scarcely a

I T IS doubtful whether the mass of American

impressive, Mf silent, Svidence of the familiar
gictum that when the wom&z"mha Utgit;'d
tates really want to- vote, ight  ig" the
for the asking.
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Tt flows along quietly, the election’s
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Every presidential year brings with it the
astonishment and the puzzle of the new gen-
eration of voters, factors in the millions that
are to be_ reckoned with by campaign managers
and pr.ethct.nb]e only from the averages of for-
mer campaigns,

With the new ceénsus figures available, the
estimate «of the Republican national committes
fo_r 1012 is that 5,000,000 new voters will be
fellgibla for the ballot. These new voters will
include 3,650,000 young men who'are coming of
age, and they raise the total strength of the
male voting population to more ‘than 24,000,000,
The 1,350,000 new votes remaining are comp:ued
of recently naturalized citizens and of women
who this year will, for the first time, exercige the
franchise for the presidency. The actual num-
ber _of women voters, - including all who were
previously entitled to the ballot and those who
come of age this year, in placed at 1,667,000
distributed over.the half-dozen ‘states that ium;

exercised their sovereign power to
ballot to all, | 0

Y. were, translated - into

d d women voters plarined on a

scale of comparative 8128, would show.the man

lo_oxm'lgg like a Brobdignagian above some deli-

cats little fairy from Lilliput. ‘But ‘there have
been national elections where fewer

votes and a smaller representation in the eleot-

oral college than they could furnish sufficed to
tfurn the seale.

that the ‘woman vote would be cast unanimously
for one candidate or another, the whole gountry
wonld resound with the arguments and appeals

Seads fo tho f e, ot
woman suffrage for the future might be . defi-
nitaly idgntified with the forturies of one political
party, But in s fashion wholly different from
that whidh has led the Irish nationalist party in
parliament to preserve its Independence, the
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If there existed. any serious app'rehension .
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Wwomen voters of this country show no inclina-
tion to give allegiance permanently anywhere.

+ - Their political bias, once the leading ques-
Hon of their right to the ballot has been dis-
Posed of, has been as diverse as that of the men.
They have become citizens first, and partisans

o.Afterward as_their. individual.opinions-and-sens.

timents have inclined. Faoctors of immense im-
portange these miillion’ and & half - of ~women

* voters undoubtedly are; but factors of intention

precisely as unsure as those of the men they
must remain until gfter November's first week.
‘The student of this remarkable evolution in

#
o N

ol Latam S e

S

the suffrage movement of the United States

. must go back to a period when men who are

voting now had still to wait many years before
their mothers should give them to the natiom,
back to times when the fathers of many of them
were still unborn. i

The -state of Wyoming whmost -deserves—to-

be called the mother of suffrage; women are vot-
ing there who learned their hallot.i.ni from
mothers who voted before them, and  those
mothers got their lessons at the polls from
latest generation's pioneer grandmothers, :
suffrage is 50 old o norrh%md -

. men
that o
tinue to enjoy the franchise, up to ¢

ure
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min:g that, so far from picturing it in Mgh heels

and a straight fromt, they think of it only as =

grayhaired in its experience and almost hoary
in its antiquity.

Why, women voted in Wyoming while Wiyoe
ming was still, so to speak, attired im M
pants. The civil war was over only & few yeuss

the south had not escaped from the -ﬂd =

its “reconstruction”; the wild Indisns 'm
scalping knives on the boundless pixine, and
Wyoming was s far territory of the United
States, not even important encugh-to-clstm the
privilege of statehood. |
From 1869 until 1890 the Wyoming women
who confessed to years of 91 or more played

|
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their full part, politically, in the making and e

governing of their unhatched commonwealth, and
they played it well, for all the lea

of a jealously paternal government held 4
long subjection.

Those who analyze the history of the frans
chise for women in this country find that the
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real crisis of the movement ooccurred when bold =

Wyoming, its eonstitution providing for the full
franchise to the women voters who 'h.d been
citizens for twenty-ome years, staked its admis-
sion to statehood on recognition by Congreds _d
that document in its entirety. It meant thay,
go far as one stata could go, every woman over
the age of 91 should forever be

the political equal of man by the congress and
the people of the United Btates. It was ?ﬁfw
precedent, which some stste must lish
unless suffrage were to be a lost esuse throught

all time.
HOW UTAH FOLLOWED SUIT

Wyoming won. Its example was fnspiri
For the time the hopeful advocates of the b

lot saw its example followed by some of the oldes |

commonwealths, too intef' t ‘to long remain
shamed by the courage of a wes ern, new _
tled country. But the older states did nothing
of the kind; they remained stolid, apa !
rather derisive. Would there ever be &

There was, of all places, Utah, where woman

was reputed to be nothing but the bond lhﬂ-_ 5

and chattel of tyrant man,
Slowly, like Wyoming, but as surely,. §

lesson of woman’s value to the commumity S

yolitical factor had gained ground; she had
1t;::“e;nluil.aeitimm of Utah while the rest of the
United States was applauding the sotors

layed “The Danites." ' ,

: yEI.(Il*mh for seventeen mu_lud W
political wisdom of its women in its territe
affairs; and Utah had loamad.to trust th
implicitly that, wl;on the constitution wi ein
. byoha_lming majority _
|£ai! mothers, sigters apd wi bould «

etk

X " 952“‘7; I'!‘I;'l v
r i 4



