he Orient

2 E'LL just omit queens and prin-
' cesses, although there are plenty
of them who couldn’t pass muster
a European mairimonial agency thai
s its rent marrying off heiresses.
- With royalty excepted, the richest heiress
W% England, if not in all of the castern hemi-
; ¢, is still 1o wear her bridal wreath and
Bishes, which will be vastly becoming to her,
she is one of the prettiest girls ouer there,
her loveliness is yet so young that only
&5 season was the world's admiration due to
ay it open homage. Her name is Sybil. A
Wear or so ago, people used to think that it
world be hard to beat the fromt mame of
Margaretia as the proper label for girlish
Woveliness, the loveliness being at that time
‘ onified in the ravishing Miss Drexel, now
Piscountess Maidstone. But beautiful Sybil's
Wdvent into British society has been accom-
Banticd by so much gilding that, for the pres-

8, she resembles some dazzling, argemt

atue of Diana, blinding male beholders mto
b9 meré daze of worship that makes them
Wnable to scrutinize too closcly the contowr
8 her chin or the pinkness of her dainty
stle car.
8 ' Her last name is Sassoon—Sybil Sas-
Soon! The combination is so awful that there
Bon’t an eligible bachelor or widower in all
Wnpland who isn't passionately eager—solely
g the interest of nomenclature—to chang
her, :
8- And yet that appalling family name, so
in spite of ‘i1s sonorous sweetness, has
Selustering about it one of the most entranc-

\gnyg family romances the world remains igno-

iy of, :

HAPRMING Eybld Sassoon has come into more
than normal prominence—greatl hs that was—
by the death of her father, Sir Edward A.
Sassoon. This was her coming-out season, the

pn when a girl already famed for her budding

! pty and her expectatipns of enormous wealth waa

%0 be eligible for courtship In a soclety that can see

L $1800 further than Americans can wes §1.000,000,

n fle her -father lived, her prospect of half his
emormous fortune, which she shares with her brother

p, was a prospect only. But his death in the

part of May made her inheritance a tangible

fty; and now she may be truly sald to be the
osure of all eyes that are free to pledge to her
ption for the eternity._ her mllllons cught to st

Pretty Sybil herself, fondly altached to a father

was all that was kind and Indulgent to her, s

purning hi!s loss and thinking she is cruelly unfor-

to be shadowed by death at the very .time
gy the

3 d for many years, she should be most happy.

L But sha has no {dea how extremely lucky ls her

Bt that she was born toward the end of the nlrneteenth

gntury instead of is beginning. Besldes belog dead
this time, she would hmve besn expoused then to
inations of fortune hunters whoas methods In

jat eruder day make the modern heiress-hunter look

. -and courteous as a Machlavelll, She would

bly nmot have dared cross the Irish channel. for
oy one of the fine, free sports of the perlod to

p any helress whose attractive figure made her

jh & greedy sultor's while. They manage things

now, and the fleld of operations seems to have
transferred to the United Stite

= Bybil's father, Bir Edward Albert Bassoon, was a

rou man to be called away fromh a wealth and

Mendor of life which equaled that of any monarch of

and exceeded In power that of not a few. Ia

“born June 20, 1866, so that he was not guite 62
aars old when he died. Hig'rank was that of baro-
and he succeeded his father in the title when he

40 years of age. His enormous riches did not

to him neglectful of what he consldered the dutles

BEnglish gentleman; he had served a term In the
of commone as a Conservative member, and he

! the rank of major in the Middlesex Yeomanry,
8 duke of Cambridge’'s Hussars.

FRIENDS OF ROYALTY

p -"ﬁ‘hue positions, llttla more than the level of (ha
ple couniry gentleman, would seem 1o argue no
impressive soclal status. But that ls where the
outslder in England would egregiously err. The
4 goons have been the Intimate friends of royally
b years, especlally while the jovial, pleasure-loving
pward was king.

£ Bybil, the new helress, has in her aunt, Mra. Arthur
2 'Iun, the wife of Sir Edward's tirother, a soelal
patectress who has played hostess to King
prge as well as to his royal father. It would,
ped, be hard to find any famlly less famed for its
_- 1l powers and more genulnely influentlal with the
Fowho really make English Boclety ’

S Mrs. Arthur Sassoon's home at Tulchan Ledge, in
Botlana, s famed as the most luxurlous country
north of the Tweed, It makes no boast of gize
'&mpared with the mightly strongholds owned by
Bcottish nobility. But the immense wealth of its
made it a sybarite's dream and the moors and
surrounding L were among the best-alocked
rves in the Unilted Kingdom. When, to such a
0 bination, the houst agd hostess added perfection in
pEambling guests who should meet thelr royal visit-
‘_;D‘ether with surpassing achlevements In delights
ﬁ'. table and all the other ~ ‘ature comforts hos-
4ality can provide, there is small wonder that the

=loving, pleasure-loving. comfort-loving Edward,
v prince- and king, made hls wutumn sojourn at
jéhan Lodge one of the bLright dates in lis year.
| was Lhere any wonder that his son, now
George, should enjoy the Sassoon hospitality
Bt 48 keenly. The intimate favor accorded the fam-
;*‘ Ver uroused the amallest jealousy among others
(Ao court circles, for the time when they were
jmbers” was many years back, and thelr Ltitle to
! consjderation I8 now as good as that of the
LOL. ‘s naebllity.
all this wealth and grandeur was but
in Epgland's chill and foggy clime,
fynasty which rooted ltself
orient more than 200 years cgo. Behind the
Wxury "which serves as the setting for the
iy borne digiitles of the Bassoona there has
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alwaye lain & grip of steel on the finances of the east
King Edward knew that, when he was showing favoer
to one of that house, he was assuring to himself tha
influence and loyalty of poténtates far more vital in
Importance than gaelwars and rajahs. They have
been, for centuries, the very Elnews of war, ths very
malinsprings of power.
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By descant, the Sassoons were Mesopotamian Jewn
Ap early as the seventeenth century they were mak-
ing their place as bdnkern In that city of fable and
romance, mysterious Bagdad, There they bullt up,
into a mighty enelna of financa, the banking house
which elowly but pltilessly reached out to clutch the
pursestrings of the Mobhammedan east
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A hundred years of Bagdad and successive genera-
tions of study in the intricate problems of orlental
politics ripened the genlus of these unfamed wizards
of finange and taught them to walt patiently for some
groat politleal change whicn should afford them room
according to thelr strengtn. They were Jlke crouch-
Ing tigers, perfectly aware of thelr resources, foarless
of all opposition, walting only the occasion which
should be worthy of their m‘plt powerful spring. The
opportunity came when England made clear her
designs on Indla, a century ago.

Without hesitation, the Dagdad Eassoons flung
themselvens into the spolling of an empire. Some one,
some group of financiers, wns sure to take the heavy
toll of profit that must accrue In the exploitation of
that vast territory—why not they?

They transferred thelr maln bank to Bombay: they
easily seized upon contro| of the Mfinances rullng the
markets of Asila and Mohammedan Africa. They set
their grip upon that richest of all the commercial loot,
the Asiatic oplum trade, which has !asted for a hundred
years, paying them untold tribute of riches, and even
yet pours into their coffers the tainted treasures of the
storied Ind.

When the Bassoons determined on thelr quiet, unos-
tentatious invasion of the land of hearded wealth and
growing famine, the politlcal power of the Britlah East
Indin Company had been sternly broken by the home
government, and a cabinet minlater, with a board of
control, was In charge of the ever-growing dominlon
The first Burmese war had been fought, and the sup-
preasion of thuggery was following the wiping out of
the dreadful practice of the suttee. The East Indla Com-
pany (tself brought about the recall to England of Sir
Arthur Wellesley, afterward the duke of Welllngton,
because he was following up his victory over the mahara-
jahs at Assaye by extending the company’'s own posses-
plons In northern Indla too aggressively to make cur-
rent profits sufficlently remunerative, It was the dawn
of real trade and finance In Indla, and the Sassoons
were on hand to hall the golden sunrise.

REAPED HUGE PROFITS

Their shrewd forecast was not gaineald by subss-
guent events, Lord Willlam Bentinck, In hls adminis-
tration, from 1525 to 1335, made the Airst attompt to put
{nto practice the maxim of rullng the country for the
good of the governed, whila conguest succesded ¢on-
quest, with the Sindh and the Pun)ab added to the
Britlsh crown, The middle of the century brought the
beginnings of superb publle works, the” Intreductlon of
railways and the telegraph, the establlshment of cheap
and uniform postage and extensive goclal progress.

In such an era bankers of ordinary talent and re-
pources could not fall to reap huge profits; a house In-
spired by the genlus and the capital of the Sassoona
harvested by the tens of milllons, When the terrors of
the Sepay rebelllon ensued, Anan had to draw In ita
horns; bui the secret histury of%hat' awlul period heida

~ manv stories of weallh galned at the expense.of tha
hated overlords.” Whatever part the gow famous Hom-
bay bankers played, it is certain that they suffered no
apprecluble losses, and they were the flrst to profit by
the establishment of permancnt -coimmerce and finance
when, IR 1838, the rula of "(hé Tast THalE Tompany was
utterly abollshed and the final transfer of India's gov-
erfimént wad mide 1o llie Britlsh ¢crown,

Royal favor enveloped the Bassoons In {ts purple
mantle as the century tetided toward Its close, There
were then two Sassoons. Albert and Reuben, and they
were at the stage of wealth which called for magnif-
cence In extreme. Albert's residence fn Bombay, known
as Sans Souci, pozseseed world-wide fame as the most
beautifully poetle dwelling ever occupled by man.

Bul there wers yet other heighls (o lie galned, In
another land. Albert Edward, Britaln's prince of Wales,
having met the Bassoons durlng hls travels. (n India and
liked thelr ways as wel] as thelr wealth, axpressly ine
vited them to make their home In Englund. The two
brothers obeyed.
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There the influence of the prince of Wales opened to
them all the woclal opportunities which would have Beem
haughtily denied to thelr mere, vulgar riches. Reubea
was his favorite companion when the prince mads to
the continent those pleasurs trips which alternated

princely popularity abroad with the various scandals he
80 successfully scared up at homa,

Albert Bassoon was made a buanat by Queen Vie-
loria In 1590 His son, pretty Bybil's father, married the
daughter of Baron Gustave Rothschild, one of the chiefa
in the Parls branch of the great Rothschild Bank, and
#0 ‘joined to hils own enormous wealth the portion al-
lotted. to such a nolable heiress, He, llks his father,
bad a penchant for grandeur and splendor in hls dwell.
ing place, and, when he cams Into his fortums, found
his dream made ready to his Hand, It was the magnifi-
cent resldence in Park lane, In London, buflt by the 1ate
Bamey Barnato and known as Barnato's Folly, Bo that
latest of England's surprises In palaces has been the
home of Sybll Sassoon,

Bhe faces the world now, fatherless, but with such
wealth as no other helress In all England can offer to
the man who may win her heart, For 200 years genera-
tons of men, the most astute the crafty orlent has
produced, Inpor.d night and day, planned, schemed, con~
trived, threatened and cajoled, In order that thelr sveps
increasing riches might rest in the lap of this dainty,
girllah creaturs for some lover to gather inte his
embraoce.

Wi1ll it bring her s tithe of the happiness that should
balance &ll the pains and labor it has cost?

Artificial Silk for Gas
Mantles

3. RTIFICIAL silk s now belng used as a basls fos

Mg

gas mantles, taking the place of ramle fiber.

This Is interesting, when it Is remembered thay

it !s only a foew years gince that maferlal supe
planted cotton, which previous to then had been used
exclusively in the making of the mantle,

One who Is npt well versed In the manufacturing of
gas manties would naturally think (hat this outside baasls
was no{ of any consequence and that It serves simply
as & foundation for the crystalling gubstance that fure
nishes the brilllant light, But this Is a mistaken idea,
for, though It is true that the materia] Itself vanishes,
It seems to partake In some degree of the toughness, the
durability and the resistance to shock of the fabrie, This
Is on account of the exactness with which the crystals
of the mantle ars Intermingled with the texture of the
foundation, and In Its final form simulates the appear-
ance of the fabrle.

For that reason conslderable Interest has been taken
in the new art!ficial oflk base for the manties not only
In thig country bup abroad. The Prometheus has this to
say on the subject:

“Experiments with artificial silk have been carried on
persistently since the beginning of the pressnt century.
Untll recently no thoroughly satisfactory results ware
obtained, a chlef obstaclea being the fragility of.the
artificlal-gilik mantles, which made them unsuitable ror
transport. Now, however, It I8 possibla to purchare
artificial-sllk mantles which are far superior to the best
ramis mantles, Thess artificlal-silk mantles are even
rougher than ramie mantles, the fbers belng more sube
divided, so that the madiating surface and the luminosity
ore correspondingly Increased, They are far more duras
ble than ramie mantles, owing 10 the great strength and
elastcily of the articial-silk flbers, Hence artificlale
sllk manties sre especlally desirable for use with come
prossed gas, for sireet lamps and in every cass where
durability ia a chlef requisite,

“The Introductlon of artificlal silk not only improves
the quallty of the Incundescent gas muantle, but also
greatly simplifies its production. In the manufacture of
cotlon and ramle manties vne of Lhe most {roportant
operallons conslsts in washing out all Impurities which
would seriously Impelr the quallty of the produst. Thess
tedlous and costly washings are not required with artie
fclal silk, as this material already possesses the requized
degree of purity.’”

N THESE days of enthusiastic attacks on
trusts and all their kind not a word has been
said of one of the most powerful, tight, rigid,
perfectly organized little trusts in existence.

That may be becauss it's not in the United
States, but in Europe, where you can have a com-
pany or a corporation aud go on doing flourishing
business in some brand of monopoly, like steam-
ships, and find nobody exeept the hungry Social-
igts to kick about it.

This particular trust is not only one of the

most copper-riveted, solid little affairs 1n the
world, but it controls the very last commordity thut
one could jmagine to be monopelizable——mmusie,
* 'You hbearken to the most duleet strains thal
have ever ravished the ear; you think of whirling
disks and eylinders, as the machines in thousands
of homes ripple forth reproductions of your ear's
delight ; and you can't possibly surmise how musie,
of all the fleeting creations of the brain of man,
can be made the property of a trust, and that
without the singularly trustworthy genius of somo
American organizer to do the trick.

Well, it has been done, and by men who comb
of a family of artists, not financiers, over in
Milan, in Italy. The most widely acclaimed com-
posers of our own era have been a8 much owned by
a musie trust as any actor who has appeared on
the stage within the last fifteen years.

HE musio trust is the famous Casa Ricordl,
the Ttalian house of muslec publishers, with
whose conquering imprint such great names

a8 Verdl and Puccini have been identified,

And for mlaves, neither of these gifted compopers
hay shAwn any pARrtfeular ehegrin over My Servitnde.
Buch is the way of ali sucressful trusts. They sxist
becauee they can keep thelr own, particular heneflo)-
arles habitually contented: and It is only when some
disgruntled protege or soms Wroth competiter hap-
rens to sten in the rond and get a kKick In the repulnr
course of business that the trust ls denounced for
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WHAT It hay véen dolng, with Tilgh approval, o]l along.

The Cusa Ricordl is denounced by scores of com-
osers, whoe have yelled “blood-suckers” and *“rob-
ers” untll they haven't breath enough left te hum

the alr of thelr own latest fallures.
Abnut 1785, In Milan, therg was bBarn a hoy named
Giovannl Ricordif, who was only half an artist—one

of those maimed souls who Intensely enjoy all that
{8 good and beautiful 1n music and themseives cannot
create anything beyond medlocrity. Most of them
become eritics: but 'Glovannl, who loved musle go well,
refused to play Hereod to the children of the muse.
At lenst, be could learn to be taelr foster-father,

Foster-father he became—u publisher of the muslo
of others. Rather early In hils career he descried
the beauties that lay in the “Fretendent! Delusl’ ot
a composer, Mosca, long admired and now as long
forgotien, Such ts the fond delusion of genius—as to
the intluence, power and luck of a publisher once suc-
cesBINi—Laat Signor Kicordl had thencetorth no difi-
culty In plcking and cvhoosing among the moust ad-
mirable of compositions his time &afforded. Belng
what he was, only a malmed soul, not u dead one, he
neaded only that opportunity. ﬁn-ruls:e-mly presented,
to enable his tralned ear to select all that was best
and most liKely to prove popular when published,

He mlght have starved to death If he had been
whole-souled In hils musical gifts, as many another
true musiclan has gone hungry te the grave, But
the very gap his genlus held In music was occupled
by anather glft for which thousands of born com-
posers. In thelr years of dire extremity, would have
given all their prized Inspiratlon. That was the glft

of trade. He was the dllettante of music slde by
side with the maestro of commerce. Of such stuff
trust bullders are maae Hefore he died, In 1863, he

bad established the Cmrsa Ricordl in the position of
first and most desirable publisher of music In Italy,
and the Gazetta Musicale, the Casa's own journal of
the art, edited by Mazzacutl, was laying down the
ljaw 1o composers and musicians as though It had
some patent from heaven on the earth’s most heavenly
rt

His son, Tito, succeeded Glovann! and extended the
buriness tn the stage, whers Its stock of muslo in-
cluded more than 50,070 items, embracing 40,000,000
“prres. white the eatelog, nx far back as 1876 come
talned 738 pages of large octavo, which was some
husiness in musie, publishing. Meanwhile, the house
had held on to tho origifial gtore of every opera and
other composition it ever published, so that It
porsesges one of the most valuable collections of
manuscript musio existing at the present time,
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When Tito Rlicordl became disabled by iilness his
son, (Hullo di Tito, took over the helm of the business
and brought to bear the slow fruition of a breed
which, two gonerations earlier, had shown only the
taste for musiec, not the creative talent. He was &
succeasful composer of drawing - room t(hemes, =&
practiced writer, a skillful draughtsman and & man
of broad culture, peculiarly qualified to perpstuate the
grip In which his house held Itallan musle and astute
In extending Its Influence through Paloschi's “An-<
nuarlo Musicale,” a calendar of musical dates, which
became the vade mecum of critice sand ambltious
amateurs

The policy of the Ricordls has for years baen one
that was pecullarly gratifying.to lts composers, and
as exasperating to &ll others. They never back a
loser; and they never fall to pick a winner. But they
back only one wiuner at a time, and so lsave gut in
the cold many others who feel they have clalmg to the
high consideration of the Casa Rlcordl, wlmost as
reat ws those of the thrice fortunate wight who
appens to have gained thelr all-controlling favor.

They did it with Verdl; they do it with Pucecink
They uequired the rights of the famous Lucca from
his widow, and thus secured the control of the Wage-
ler operus In Italy, together with a number of other

modern works that have proved of Incalculuble value
to them.

PUCCINI THEIR BEST BET {1

With so many other composers rampuging aroun
outside of tha rich flelds, the Ricordis have reserve
for thelr best bet In Puccinl, and with practically the
whole musical world of Italy ready to call on parlia«
ment to readjust the system of composers’ and pub-
lishers' righis, {t was natural that competitors withe
out number should be ever ready to take a hack at
them as rivals. The Sonzogno firm scized on Mascagnl
As the young Salnt George to slay this consumimg
dragon of melody, and for a time asuch masterpieces
as “Cavallerla Rustleana” and “I Pagllacci” made the
mighty Casa of Mllan ferl llke adopting every tune-
less brat of music who turned up with & bundle of
music sheets and a bale of concelt. But they had a
century of experlence and capital behind them; they
Just sat tight and kept on waving the baton for their
own dear llittle Puccinl

The Bonrogne concern couldn't secure enough new
hita to deepen the dent It had started, and then i%
Prew op, one half poiny one wry Rty oTher-taxs
ing the opposite course. The one rival now divided
against Itself and fighting like brothers over the
crumbs the Casa Ricordl had disdalned, the anclent

firm has gone haughtily on its way, more gecure than
ever in !ts monopoly of all that s most profitable {m
Itallan muasie




