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Striking Contrast Between the

Frigate That Won Victores
at Sea in 1812 and the
Dreadnaught of Today

T Is & century since the United States

frigate Constitution, by {ts memor-

able victory over the British ship

Guarriers In an engugement of 36

minutes' duratien, ralsed the thera-
tofore despised American navy to an
equality with the proudest of the world
and drew from Great Hritaln such an
expression of rage and humillation as
has not since been heard.

Thus ralsed to a plane of proved ef-
ficlency by the splendid performances
of the old frigates during the war of
1812, the Unlted States navy slnce has
held Its place with the world powers
and in the recent years, that have
brought such an astounding evolution In
the construction of fightiig monsters
of the dreadnaught class, she has kept
pace with the armed progress,

Twica this summer Portlanders have
had opportunities to Inspect two of
Uncle Bam's tighting ships, the ar
mored crulser Maryland and the battle-
ship Oregon, and, while neither craft
represents the highest efficliency In na-
val construction, both are sufficlent for
purposes of Pontrast with the men- of-
war of a century ago to. poipt out the
advancement in naval constfuction. And
when such battleships of e dread-
naught class as the Florida and her sis-
ter ship, the Utah, are considered, the
contrast is more siriking.

When Captaln Hull of the frigate Con-
gtitution, immortallaed by Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes Ih his thrilling poem, "0l
Ironsides,” enguged the Guerriere In
baltls at sea 100 miles east of Boston,
fn August 1812, he was in command of
a wooden salling ship 175 feet long,
having a displacament of 3200 tons, and
capable of attaining a speed of 13.5
knots. Hls officers and men numbered
480 and the main battery of the Constl-
tutien ineluded 22 33-pounders, 33 21{-
pounders and one 15 pounder. Wera the
commander of the battleship Florida

engage in-battle with an enemy to-
d’.u he would direct a steel steam driven
sen fighter 520 feet & Inches lon with
a displacement of 23,037 tons and Naving
& speed of 21.4 knots, His officers and
men would [ncluds ovsr 1000 persons
and he would direct the operatlon of
10 12 Inch guns each welghing 123,000
pounds, 16 5 inch rapld fire guns, four
3.pounder automatics and other smaller
pleces. In addition two submerged tor-
pedo tubes would bs avallable The
gea victory- of 1812 was won ‘with a
craft costing $302,718, and costing $193,-
80 for annunl upkeep; the battie of
today would éngage ships costing up-
wards of $10,000,000 each, and on each
of which §680,000 are spent annuaily for
maintenance,

The Constitution's Escape.

1t was 100 years ago last week that
the Constitutlon made her memorable
escape fram ths pursulog British ships
in & manner that well {llustrates the
high quality of American seamanship
of that time as her victory over the
Guerrfers ghortly after proved the su-
periority of Anverican gunnery and
marksmanship.

On June 19, 1812, the Conatitution was
lying off Alexandria, Va. loading for
gen. The crew were piped to quarters
and the declaration of war was read
to them. ‘The following terse eniry in
her log is interesting: “The crew man-
{fested thelr Zeal In support of the Hon-
or of the United States Flagg by re-
questing of leave to cheer on the oe-
caslon. (Granted them.)” At that time
the majer part of the crew weres mer-
chint seamen, whose fellows had suf-
fered by Hritish impressment and -thay
burned with a desire to avenge those
Wrongs.

The Conmt!tution was commanded by
Captaln Isaac Hull. During the after-
noon of July 17, while ti frigate was
running along under easy sall In a light
wind, bound from the Chesapeake t0o a
rendezvous off New York to join Com-

modore Rodgers’ sguadron, salls wers
discoverad to fhe northward [n the
nelghborhood of Barnegal. Belleving

the vessels to be Rodgers' ships, Cap-
tain Hull made all sall to Jein the
distant vessels, "hut wns unsuccessful
hefore nightfall.

At dawn he realized his error when he
found three Knglish frigates within six
miles and crowding all saill to overtake
him. They were favored by local breezes
and aided by their boats which they had
put. overboard for the purpose of in-
creasing thelir speed by towing. Those
three frigates were part of the British
blockading fleet under Captain Bir
Phillp Vere Broke, conslsting of one line
of bhattleship, four frigates, one of them
the Guerriere, and & brig and a schoon-
er, the two last armed prizes

Hull was determined not to be taken
withont a straggie. He ran two of his
gun deck guns out of the cabin win-
dows, and added to thia force on the
poop deck two pther guns,.s& 24-pounder
and an 18-pounder, which had  ports

hastily hewn for them in tha taffrail.
He hoped to damage ths maats of the

nearest frigate astern and some shots
were fired for that purpose, but, falling
short, tha practice ceased,

For three days and three nights the
chase pursued, all the tricks of naviga-
tlon being resorted to by elther side
to galn an advantage. But the Ameri-
cans out-maneuvared thp British and es-
caped.

During that contest Hull outsalled,
outhandled and outwitted his pursu-
ers, and It is easy to understand the
pride with which he sald of his offi-
cers and crew: “Thelr conduct whilst
under the guns of the enemy was such
as might have besn expected from
American officers and seamen'” That
chase showed the kind of material of
which the personnel of the navy at
that time was made,

The Navy in 1812,

At the outbreak of the ,war of 1811
the United States had in cn;-nmiss‘.on but
five vessels. These wera the Constitu-

tion, 44 guns, the President, 44; the
United States, 44; the Congress, 86, and
the Essex, 32 guns. Whie thers wers

added to this force & number of amallar
craft the totnl Amerlcan fighting fleet
was ridiculously small compared with
the resources upon which Great Britain
drew.

Thers wete In the Britlsh navy at the

time batween 700 and 800 afTiclent cruls-
ers, and England possessed In the West
Indies, in Bermuda and at Hallfax perts
within easy reach of tha American coaat,
wHers her veasels of war could refit and
placas of refuge for her prizes.

The gunpowder of those days produced
dense clouds of smoke and the sh!p hav-
Ing the advantage of the weather gauga

had her enamy at a Alsadvantage becanss
of the cover of the 1ntervqpln' haza, To
obtaln the weather gauge was the alm
of the skilful nautical tactician. Ewvery-
thing depended upon the quick eys of
the captain and his salling mastar and
the, prompt and afficient response of
avery man from the deck to the loftiest
top. Buch was the general outward non-
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Aftlon of service afloat a hundred years
ago.

A hundred years ago the sallors slept
between decks under hygenic conditions
that would eppall & modern board of
health. Ventilation was mperfect when
tha weather was stormy. Candles were
thea only {lluminants, and thesa were

granted but sparingly to the enlisted
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men. After nighifall the llving spaces
were at best In a state of twilight, and
for the enjoyment of thelr plpes the
men werse allowed to gather only In
limited numbers around the smoking
lamp In the nelghborhood of
tha ship's galley, as the cooking oven
or sltove was called,

Thers was but little comfort In ¢old

WILL 1912 PROVE THE TERRIBLE YEAR?---

Continued From page 1 This Section

In Indla, likewiss, famine and plague
are ever present menaces during 1912 as
In other years

Nor is the plague any longer confined
to tha orjent. With Its accustomed per
sistence it has been working its way
around the world §outh Amarica has
been fighting it. San Franclsco barred
It out by the most strenuous methoda.
Now It has worked its way up the op-
posite coast and shunted over to Ban
Juen, Porto Rico.

8hould the plague evar get enough of
a start to display {ts old time virulence,
1912 would indeed be tha most terrible
vear of this generation.

To famine and the pestilencs is added
&n unusunl number of wars. The one in
(China has been mentionad under the
head of civil strife. Another of the
sAmes nature has besn waging In Mex-
feo. How many thousands have per-
ished, from dlsense as well as from
bullets, in the hot alkall deserts we
cannot tell at present. But the num-
ber must be great.

Bealdes the revolutions, thers Is & war
of conquest proceeding In Africa. The
Itallan campalgn I8 belng carried on
quietlyy, and slowly but relentleasly.
Disease must be conquered as well as
the Turks and Arabs, The whita man
can advance only as far as his sanitary
lines. 'Here, again, wa may not know
for a number of years, how many lives
have been blotted out on the sun beatan
wastes of Tripoli,

Floods, too, have added their quota
to the numbers of killed and swelled tha
monetary loss by many milllons. The
inundation of the Misslssippl valloy
albne swept awdy $10,000,000 worth of
property and cost more than 30 llves,
Por rellef work alone the government
was forced to appropriate $500,000 for
40,000 families were homelasa and destl-
tute.

Mine disasters were not behindhand
in collecting their annual toll, Wighin
a week, In the latter part of March,
there . were two terrible exploslons, one
in MeCurtain, Okla., and the other (n
Blueflelds, W. Va. Atsthe former place
66 bodles were taken from the Ban Bols
conl mine following the explosion, while
36 more were entombed, the total loss
reaching well on to a hundred. Fifteen
more would have perished, but they
managed to reach a room In which there
was an alr pump, and kept themselves
alive with that, At the Jed mine, in
Bliefieldn, 82 were killed.

Along with these wars and disasters
have come I(ndustrfal uprisings that
have perhaps been even more wide-
spread and far reaching in thelr effects
upon the great body of mankind, First
and foremost waeg the great English
mine strike. At one time there were
3,000,000 men out of employment. Ona
third of these wers miners, the other
2,000,000 were men who could not work
because the shortage of coal had para-
lyzed their flelds of employment.

Almost a famine there was through-
out the British islas. Not only did the
familles of the miners suffer severely,
but it was almost-impossible to trans-

port_food supplies.

Millions Near Starvation. .
Al one time it wus estimaled that

“fully 10,000,000 peopls were actually at
the varge of starvation.

riots
land

Foo
Were common, particularly in

In the northern part of thas
60,000 fres soup kitchens
the various municl-

and Wales,
principality
were conducted by
palities

To estimate tha millions that were
lost through this long and dAlgstrous
disturbance would bes futile. The In-
direct cost, both to English and to
American business, must hava been
hundreds of millions, anyhow

Scarcely had ths echoes of the coal
sirike died down than 125,000 dock

laborers, carmen and transport workers
went on strike. The bakers, suffering
from the fever to quit work, also went
out, and there was menacing unrest In
many of the other trades. In the
Thameas thers wers hundreds of thou-
sands of tons of foodstuffs held up.
Imagine the amount of produce it takes
to feed 7,000,000 people, and think of
a good part of the supplies stranded
wherever they. happenaed .to. be when the
men went out.

London was for a t{me In gravas dan-
ger of a famine. Prices went soaring
in o manner almost undreamed of. The
ordinary staples, like bread and meat,
wera almost Impossible to sscurs, Fami-
dles that had not provisioned for a-slege,
and those wers few, experienced some
very trying times

Naturs added Its unleashed
when the summer season of
-storms arrived. Last year was notabls
for Its frequent cyclones; but tha month

tarrors
sudden

PACIFIC EMPIRE PLANNED BY ASTOR

If President Madison Had Granted John Jacob Astor's Request for Tetters of Mnrqur in 1812, History of
Pacific Northwest Might Have Been Munch Different.

HIS year of the centenary of the

beginning of the War of 1812 fur-

nishes a fit occasion for reviving

in almost forgottan incident con-

nected with that confliet which
touched the fortunes of the Unlted
Btates pretty closely,writes Charles
M. Harvey, in the New York Evening
Post. Associated with it was a namie
with which Americans are somewhat
familiar, This wasa the founder of tha
house of Astor.

Congress declared war on England on
June 18, 1812, and shortly afterward
John Jaecob Astor petitioned President
Madlson to issue letters of marque to
him under which he could arm vessals
at his own expense Lo defend his pos-
sesslons on the Pacific against British
attack. His appeal was Jgnored. Had
it been grantad—and Astor had some
right to expect it to be granted—the
history of the Pacific coast would have
“been altersds, and the area of it which
would have eventually eome under the
Amerlean f!ag might well have been far
larger than it is today.

Beginning in a small way, soon after
he landed as an immigrent from Ger-
many in 1783, and steadlly and rapldly
broadening his field of operations, Astor
had galned control of much of the fur
trade south of ‘the great lakes and on-
ward to the Mississlippl river by 1807,
From letters and talks by Cook, Gray,
Vancouver and other navigators, the an-
terprising German had learned that sea
otter, seal and beaver in great num-
bers could be found on the shores of the
Pacifie. This Information led him to
awalt, with greater interest than any
other person In the country except Jef-
ferson, the author of the Lewia and
Clark expedition, the story which theae
explorera would fell of the fur-bearing
animals which they encountered on thelr
journey from the mouth of the Missls-
sippl to the mouth of the Columbia, and
back, in 1804-06. The outlines of this
story, told In & erudes way, Astor read
from the journal of Patrick Gass, one of
the members of the expeditlon, which
was published in 1807, several years
before the offlolal report of Lewls and
Clark saw the light.

Astor’'s Plans Comprehensive.

By 1803, wilth bhis axtensive llne of
posts along the south side of the great
lakes and with a dozen vessels In the
trade with England, China and other
countries, Astor was the richest mer-
chant In the United States, and he had
no serious r?ulu in the fur business on

‘the Amarfoan continent except the Mud-

son's Bay company, which had received
its patent from Charles 11, back In 1870
and the Northwest company, which had
been organized by merchants of Montre-
al in 1783. Each of these Britlsh cor-
porations had its principal field of op-
érationa In Canada, but had many posts
algo In United Btates territory, west
of the Mississippl as well as east of
it. Nelther in Canada nor !n the United
States, however, had they eany posta
west of the Rocky mountains. Astor
plannad to get nhead of them in the
vast fleld on the sunset side of that
range.

After reading Patrick Gass's account
of the reglon traversed hy Lewls and
Clark, he consulted President Jefferson
and laid his projects befors him. That
alert Virginian promised to give him
government recognition in this enter-
prise, as far as this could be done legi-
timately. As Astor outlined his scheme
to Jefferson, it contemplated the
strangthening of his posts along the
lakes to the Missigsippl, the establish-
ment of a line of stationm along tha
Missourl to the Rocky mountalns and
thence by way of the Columbla and {is
principal tributaries to the Pacific with
a base at some convenient point on that
coast and a great central collecting and

distributimf depot at St. Louis, The lat-

er place was then a frontier village of
a few hundred inhabitants, many
whom were sngaged In the fur trade.
In earrying out this conception, In Its
preliminary stages, Astor obtalned a
New York charter for the American
Fur company in 1808, a name which was
to cover all his enterprises, and he sub-
scribed its entire §1,000,000 of eapital,
In 1810 he formed the Pacifie Fur com-
pany, which was to operate the far
western end of hls projected line of
transcontinental posts, He himself was
1o contribute all the maqopey and the
supplies for tha latter corporation, to
hold half the stock, and to distribute
the: other half among his partners, the
most prominent of whom werse Wilson
P. Hunt, Donald McKenzié, Robert Mec-
Lellan, Joseph Mlller, Ramsey Crooks,
Duncean McDougall, Alexander MecKay,
David fBtuart and hle nephew, Robert
Stuart. Hunt was to have supreme con-
trol of the fleld actlvitles of the Paciflc
ompapy. e

Reaches Agreement With Russia.

By 1810, when he founded ths Pacifle
Fur company, Astor extended the scope

of his scheme 80 as Lo Include a work-

of”

ing arrangement with the Russlan Fur
campany, which controlled ths trade
throughout Russian Amerioa, our Alaska
sines 1867, and the establishment of a
post in the Sandwich Islands, our ter-
ritory of Hawal{ sinee theannexation of
1808. Both these plans wers carried out
in due time.

But Astor's plans had a social and po-
lttical side as well as & busineas pur-
pose. This was the side which made a
direct eppeal to Jefferson. Unfortun-
ately when it was put into operation a
man with far less imagination, Initlative
and courage, James Madison, was {n the
Whita House, This was in 1810, when
the country contained only 7,000,000 peo-
ple and only 17 states, and not a single
state had been created west of the Mis-
slseippl. By the Loulslana cession of
1808 from France, we had obtained terri-
tory extending from the Mississipp! to
the 8abine and Red rivers and the Rocky
mountains. Our present staies of Texas,
New Mexico, Arinona, Utah, Nevada and
California belonged to Spaln. That
country also set up a ghadowy eclaim
to Oregon, “anhln;mn and ldaho, then
called collectively tha “Oregon country,”
as likewise, did Russla. Both tuose na-
tions dropped their claims soon after-
ward.

To “the Oregon Country.”

.Our real competitor for this "Oregon
country” was, of course, England, whose
navigators had touched at several points
along the Oregon and Washington coast,
The United Sates' claims rested on the
dlseovery of the Columbia by the Yan-
kee skipper Gray In 1792, and on the
explorntion of (he vallay of that river
and of wome of Iis tributarles by Lewls
end Clark In 1805-06. To these were
now to be added the stronger title of oe-
cupation, through the planting of the
ABtor setUement at the mouth of that
river.

On October 8, 1810, the bark Tongquin,
carrving part of Astor's force, under
the lead of McDougall, salled through
the Narrows at New York and turned
Hs bow esouthward, It rounded Cape
Horn on Christmas, touched at the Rand-

wich islonds on February 11, 1811,
crossed the bar of the Columbla on
March 24, and lald the foundatlons of
Astoria, the first United States settle-

ment.ever planted op Lhée- big - wastern
ocean, Another party, under Hunt, left
8t. Louls In October, 1810, traveled
overland, marked out convenfant sites
for statlons on the wry, and, divided
into saveral sections, renched Astoris at
different dntes In 1511, &

of Juns this year was only well under
way whan
wers swept by ona of the most severe

wind and electrical storms that has
visited them In a long period. Five per-
song were killed, three of them In a

cloudburst at Allentown, Pa., and scores
were Injured, while damaga to proparty
marked with ruin trails that wers miles
in length

__Not_a week elapsed befors. s succes-
sjon of tornadoes, devastating Missouri,
Ohio and western Penpsylvania, killed
20 people, Injured hundreds of others
and wrought havoo that amounted to
$1,600,000.

It seemad as though the United States
would be called to hear the brunt of the
searon’s storms, as it has in the past;
but the year's occult, mysterious spite
agalnst all humanity was evidenced as
ths month closed by the first terribla
news of the disaster at Regina, In
Bnskatchewan, Canada, when B0 resi-
dents of the young clty wpres crushed in
the unprecedented power of the wind
and the damage wrought amounted to
$10,000,000.

Man’s Follies Are Many.

Meanwhils man's own folllas and
rashness have been working with na-
ture’'s exceptional pltilessness to mark
the year for one of horror and death.
Parhaps It is not altogether an un-
mixed evil, for ths world's gasps of
appalled dread have led to new emphasia
on the slgnificance of such figures as
have been prepared by the exscutive
committes of the group of 100 proml-
nant men who ara laboring for the es-
tablishment of a nationa! health depart-
ment. Of the deaths which occur an-
nually In the United States, It lias hean
found that 42 per cent are preventabla.

Thera |s no other nation in the world
which tacitly permits e0 many wanton
murders, esvery vyear |s a terrlble year
when this |8 ronsidered,

Among all the misfortunes of the year
1012, the most tmpressive, although not
so startiing In polnt of total numhbers,
have been the fatalltles attending avia-
tion, Last year's total of 71 was suf-
ficiently appalling, and the Impulse It
gave to the endeavor to improve the
factor of safety promised a substantlal
decrease In the number of this year's
viétims. But when the firdt six months
ended 41 doomed flyers had crashed
down from the sky, among them sev-
eral who were accounted the most ex-
pert in thelr art. July had no sooner
begun the second half of the twelve-
month than Hariret Quimby, this coun-
lry's first woman aviator, fell near Bos-
tan, with her companion, from a helght
of 1000 feet; and the next day witnessed
the shocking tragedy at Atlantic City,
when Vanlman and his four companions
came hurtling down from an equal
helght 1 the wreck of the dirigible
which had been deemed the perfection of
securlty.

Ix there any answer to the riddle, so
tragic and so dark? We of the United
Stales, with our disasters so near to our
horrifiod vislon, may be prond to fancy
that fuie has
special grudge against us, But Lﬂﬂly
of the world provea that
erally s be ln; m by & %

few of

the middie Atlantic states-:
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weather, and the few stoves allowed
wers quite Incapable of making the Hv- =
ing quarters of the crew really warm. =
Thelr food was of the coarsest and-its =
preparation was turned over to men Bt
little qualified to maks anything
than half way palatable. In those daj
ships were at pea for months at a tin
and salted provisions wers the stapl
food supplfes. It was to make thelis
provisions afford variety that the rather
welrd concoctions known as scouss, l.l-
scouse, softtack. skiligales, burgoo, 4 ;
body, duff and similar daipties ¢
into belng,

Because of scantiness of fresh
tables and the mabsance of .any means
keeping them, scurvy was all too com-
mon among seamen. Corned beef al
salted pork were the dletry mainstal
combined with hardtack, - Lime ju
lemon juics was I(ndispensabls to
navy dagtor In fighting off the wsey
and the daily tot of half a pint of ap
played an important part in kum .
sallorman..up.to. . the. wor)
him undsr the conditions n! hit
afloat. 8o important was this
fant that the navy regulations @
ly put a limit of one week on ths
holding of grog tmm & sallor gufy
punishment, urk )

The Navy of Today. ‘..

The force of officers, seamsn
marines in the navy today emcseds
000 persons. Both the officsr and
efllsted man reflect the Intellsctual
terment of the naval calling. Hun )
ing punishments have substantially &is
appeared. The sailor now lives bell
than a flag officer & hundred ¥
ago. In place of the tallow dip he
the widespread glow eof hundreds
electria lights, >

No sflverwars was supplied a ¢ 1
ago to a captain or flag officer,
now both the government and
bodles help to make ths modera n
skipper's table a thing of beauty wi
its polished plate. A

Great am are the changes of the -
tury as regards the man behind the :’,}
and the sea officer, there Is otill greatar:
difference between the modern ahip it
the battls line and her predecessor
wood and sails, Except for purpe
observation the modern ship m
masts, and har 20,000'0dd thousand
of steel clad bulk lle Immobile  u
troubled waters which would have ma
the old Constitution roll violently.
day the dreadnought goes forging i
at full speed against wind and !
Where acres of Enowy canvas told
the speed of a ship of war a oef
back, just the faintest escape of &
at o smokestack's top Indicates the ovi
pressure in the throbbln’l. bolle h
the water line—barely hinting at
many hundredfold. horsepower m
in those great steel cauldrons
thls fleeting vell of steam doss 3
suggest the scores of mechanical aus
illarles which draw thelr nergisin
force from the bollérs and do:
service throughout 'the complex int
getup of the fighting ship ot i

o

u*h for Students.
The difficuities of the Engli
guage are [llustirated In the oxi
of the thres French boys who were 88
Shakespeare Into English ' from
French versions, When they
the line trom Hamlet, "Te i.
to be,” the thres tranalationk
as follows: “To was or not to |
ware or is to pot” and "To &
not to will"”
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