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- { : pr e oldest monarchy the world has ever known. Under
: b \ : one dynasty or another, the Chinese government goes
80 far back that it is lost in antiquity. It dlons of
modern governments was in existence when the chile
dren of Israel fled from Egypt.

As far as history is concerned, 1912 would have
been a memorable year if nothing else had happened
than the formation of the Chinese republic. It was
an upheaval on a truly titantic scale. Considered im
connection with the importance of the event, the losa
of life was not great. Only a few battles of conses
quence were fought—those around Hankow and on the
road to Nanking. Yet there were massacres without
number, murders for pillage and revenge, executions
for mutinies—loss of life in so many ways and places
that it is probable that the number killed will never
be known. An estimate of 50,000 slain would probably
be conservative.

Yet this pales before the famina. During 1811
and the spring of this year the sufferings in all parta
of the great republic have been acute. Five years ago
a million people died of hunger. This year the number
is not likely to be much less, for, in addition to all
other causes for the shortage of food, there is the

ment and the consequent inability of the new rulers
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ROBABLY: never, in the history- of

mankind has the whole world been

more prc;/ound!y shocked than by
the foundering.of the Titanic, with its loss
of more than ré6oo lives. Most terribly
:jmma:ic of the tragedies of the sea, it had
every element that could command sym-
pathy—ithe manner of the accident, the
heroism of the men who stood back, the
great number of rich and femous: persons
who perished, the bravery of the women
-who were sawved, and the seamanlike man-
ner in which Captain.Rostron, of the Car-
pathia, set’about the work of rescue.

In:all of these features the elements of
grandeur-entered. - Fven- the final-scene-of
the sinking -would-have been. of majestia
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beauty had it not been that the suffering it
caused blotted out every other impression.

And yet the Titanic’s loss of life was
but & mere nothing 10 the thousands that
are being blotted out every day, to the mil-
lions that will be mo more when 1912 has
become a memory. -~

Tkis year, indeed, promises to realize
all that the prophets of evil have been pre.
dicting.. With scarcely more than siy
months of it gone, the entire globe has been
devastated by war, famine, pestilence and
political uprisings.

When one considers calmly -the lk.infs :
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that have happened since 1911 went out,

can-hardiy-avotd-asking the question; “Will-
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to get the money needed to run the national machinery
and, ot least partially, provide food for the people.:
Famine likewise is devastating eastern Russia
and Biberia as a comsequence of the failure of last
year's crops. Not only were the cereals and vegetablas
exhausted in the long winter, but the domestic animals
were virtually all killed off to make up for the shorts |

'age in grain. When they were gone starvation fols 3

lowed them. As early as February it was estimated
that 26,000,000 people were in need of relief. People

in this eountry cannot comprehend what that means: <
Tt is as if the whole Atlantio coasi states had to b8 @ o8

fed until the new erops began to come in.

The Russian government has been spending tens
of millions, but many have perished bm
bureaueratic methods arve slow, and even em i
has to be fought against. ? ot o

Disease is a natural attendant of famine. I8

eight Russian provinces at one time ware reparted 80,
000 cases of seurvy, hunger typhus and 't ;




