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 PUTTING the PHGENIX out

There Should Be No Necessity of
Rebuilding Bumed Cities, Becauseg
When Buildings Are 'Properly Fire-
prapfed There Need Be No Great Fires

JoteDeposit ond Just Lompany Zi
W s e :tz?w:./)'g J/}zf}r/eradgxiwy,
Fave Openedzor Sasiness sbe Doy .

OFLS it lie within the power af the
American people to protect them-
T selves from the chronic series of

disastrous. fires' for which this country has

become motorious? ; t
Year after-year, with the greatr cibies - in theiliy
y * !‘

cquipped with-firé departmnts thal are’  posu
E
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- In 1909, with & total population of
88,?7,957. the fire loss here amounted 10
$188,872,072, or 2—.1;{_9;; every. petson

he amazed admiration of -the wobld rose
sir. unequaled.‘equipment, cficiency a

daring, the fire losses of he Unifell S

show:. forals pk;'i_v'va lost ~and ' prog

- Aegged whickiare spluinte

out of house and home and left pariaily f
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B which the National Board of Fire Underwriters has

i prided itself has long been finished, it is even now under
vevision by Ira H. Woolson, the consulting engineer, who
systematized, the work begun by Charles G. Smith, the

U uational board’s secretary and the pioneer in organizing
the vast tesk and forcing recognition not only of its
necessity, but of its practical use.

There are scores and scores of different, local utili-
zations of the code, every one of them ermbracing fea-
tures which are of major importance to the places for

8 which they are designed. There are scores of local con-
l ditions apd influences which must be encountered, in
order to effect such compromises or contrive such adap-
P tations ag will satisfy the requirements of state author-
‘itied, . But these. one after another, are met and dealt
witht and steadily, 1o one way or another, the funda-
mental principles of the model building code are winning

i their way throughout the land. :
.1t was perhaps, inevitable that ‘a country €o new
ind expanding 80 awiftly that the towns were.actually
rushed’ into existence im & day, should ac-
quire-all ats precedents” of building construc-
tion from. the teachings of haste, and-should
reck meither’ of lives wasted nor of flimay

the concreting of Meel columns, te protec-
tiow of windows, the proper. safeguarding’
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dwellings gone. Man's war for the subjugation
of nature ealied for casyalties; and it has been
Amaericans’ proud boast that théy kept s tamé
phoenix in their back yards, ready to immolate
itself at the first alarm of fire and hatch cut,
bigger than ever, from the glowing embers.
But the steadily growing totsls of our fire
losses and the recurring horrors of holocausts
have begun to make capital wonder whether &
wise expenditure i Building before fires cotild
ocour is pot the shrewdest ovonomy; and a peo-

ple rapidly settling down to erderly progress of

industry, trade and the calm satisfaction of liv-
{ng: has begun to resent being burmed to death
whenever some factory or loft, crowded with
toilers, catches fire.

The men who desl with the hard, plain
{acts of fire insurance had those enormous o
losses thandering upon theit coffers year after
yoar. The year 1008 ‘cost $317,000,000; 1907 cost P
g 000; 1008, with San Francisco’s disaster
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- $165,000,000 1, nore’s 188 .

000,000; 1904, Bxltimore ning
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1902 had cost $161,000,000; 1901 burned §185,-
000,000; 1900, the opening of the century, sac
ficed $160,000,000,

NO NEED' TO DESPAIR

It seemed as though, with San Franciseo’
terrific conflagration following hard on the heels
of Baltimore’s, the national demon of fire had
understood how readily ‘s couple of hundred

illion dollars could be ravished from » WE : _'
i:‘;m‘bu'ﬂt their “cities as an' invitation to i

dread ‘activities. -
The national feeling' of hopelessness and
helplessniess, with the new sssurance that these X
overwhelming losses neéed not w is mow ..
gradusally giving way to a slow oading sentl-
ment that, no matter hw:ﬁl‘\!ﬂy pﬁ“”wl
may seck to run up the familiar firetraps which
have slain their thousands in the past, the time
has come when every city and town, and ave
statp in its turn, must put the public safety
above all other considerations. Expediéncy must
give way to care. Fhiv. :
The one state building code which has besn
enacted into a law is that of Ohio. It is still
only partially completed; but the new model
code drawn up by the National Board of Fire
Underwriters has  largely influenced its pro-

.visions as o far defined.

In cities of the importance of New Orleans
Atlanta, Manchester and Newark, codes have !
bee.';ao éraéned (t).;: the lines olf the model code and
embodied in the municipal regulations.. Codes
have been drawn ‘up, along similar. lines;, for
Birmingham, Erie, New Brungwick sand Blrnp
cuse. There are now no fewer than forty eities
which are in consultation with the national
hoard over the revision of their building lawa
and the inclusion of the provisions of the model
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