Memory of Pioneer Woman Physician of
Willamette Valley Perpetuated by Fir
Trees She Loved

Written for the Jouurnal by Dan Cur-
tis Freeman,
RITTEN high in tha munals of
ploneerdom of Lane county fis
the name of —Davis, Of sturdy
stuff ig¥the etack the forties
saw transplanted in the south-
Willamette valley, Useful citizens and
“good nelghbors”—eavery one—wera
those of the name. There is oné~a pl-
onser mother—whose name makes
bright the chapter of the entry of the
Davis famlly Into western Oregon, The
cherished recollections of Catherine
8 Davis, good Bamaritan, are grouped
around her lifetime of kind deeds and
herole helpfulness.among the. scattered
famillies of the early settlers,

For many years she was the only phy-
gician In the whole southern Willametts
valley section, To a generation of boys
and girls Catherine B. Davis was not
only godmother but doctor, nurse, guids,
counsellor and friend. And when but
a glimpse or two at the pages of her
fnspiring life story are known, amall
cause for wonder is it that Mother Da-
vis was revered for her nobllity of
character and ‘her unselfish devotion to
duty,

A little way out of the city of Eu-
gena, on the river road, Is the original
Davis hoptestead, It was located In
"47 and the fifteenth day of October
marked its occupancy. - Its clalmants,;
Benjamin Davis and his wife, the f:ra\t.{a
womat doctor, were contemporansous
with Eugene Skinner, ror whom the city
of HEugene subsequently was named.
Bkinner had migrated from California
and had gottan his log and pole habita-
tion half completed when the caravan
from Indiana completed itg weary aix
months’ faunt, via the gouthern route
of the emigrants, to Oregon. "The south-
ern route, ineldentally, Included a tor-
tuous trip through Cow Creek canyon.,
The trail followed by the ox wagons
mostly was the bed of the creejt. Trees
and drift had to be ehopped out of the
way In passing. Of this party of home-
seekers, Benjamin Davis and his good
wife set consploudous examples of cour-
age and fortitude throughout the under-
taking. e
- They had thelr fuill share of experi-
eneces with Indians and other difficul-
ties' before reaching” thelr new home.
Tycurgus Davis, then a boy of elght—
now sustaining his burden of vears as
becomes vigorous ploneer stock of hale
" constitutions—tells with pride how he
drove two yoke bf oxen—part of the
time three—across the contingnt from
Plymouth, Marshall county, Inhdiana.

An Old-Fashioned Practitioner.

To those igolated familles, scattered
for perhaps ons hundred ‘miles around
where Lans county's domains are now
defined, Mother Davis was a benificent
Providence personified. She was one of
those rare, old-fashloned practitionéa,
The merits of her herbs may not be
well disputed, nor nesd they ba de-
fanded, for they often constituted tha
only cholce in casge of illness,

Whether the call for Mother Davis’
attentions * wers ‘ for whooping 'cough,
o broken limb, or a case for a midwile,
ehe way Infalllble. Never was ghe known
fo fall or to refuse to go on her er-
rands of mercy. Considering the Iimited
supplies to beb had, her resources for as-
sunging suffering and ministering to thy
affllcted were—Iin the light of modern
times—Ilttle less than marvelous. Port-
land, #¢ rather Vancouver barracks,
which was the supply point, was & twoe.
/weeks' journey. Trips for supplies

i er '_ ou of tea, sugar d
. coffee mnd they had no fresh meatns

B miusnot ofien Wpieb o0 doR
-~ ware not oft, ‘

when all good neighbors “helped out™
Probably more often  than otherwise
those who needed the services of Mrs,
Davis were not able adequately to com-
pensate her, But the good Samaritan
never remembered those little things—
and she was always prompt in the rola
of a ministering mngel of mercy. No
matter how dark or stormy the night,

the distance, or from whom the sum-'

mons came, the doctor's horse wap
quickly saddled, the saddle bags put on
and she was gone, The midnight jour-
neys might be across the paths of wild
beasts, along treacherous trails into the
foothllls of the miiddle fork or the Me-
Kengle, or over to Lake Creek; but, nev.
er was this fearless, stout hearted woms-
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an known to ask or expect escort

One of her “boys" Lycurgus, Says
he was the hostler for his mother's
mount. Ofien, late at night, the family
would hear the clatter of a hard-pressed
horsa’'s hoofs on the “big road” They
knew it was & messenger after the good
Samaritan, and- even befors the rider
had reached the door one of thé boys
was saddling up the mare that Mrs, Da-
vis rode for many years., This horse
was a mixture of Indian ecayuse with
some highg grade breed of animal and
she could easily outdistance anything
In the cgountry, “Ride on ahead, I'll
catech you," was one of Mra. Davis' say-
ings to the messenger, “but you'll not
see me again” And it is vouched for
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that her pony would pace away from
the fastest mount Enown In early set-
tlers’ times in Oregon.

It was a common thing for her to set

-off alone at night on a call fifty miles

away. And those were the times when
the friend that came In time of need
was & friend indeed. Peorhaps the doc-
tor would return by dawn If her misslon
was ended. Again, she would remaln
for days or woeeks. faithfully nursing
the pick, acting as cook, housekesper,
and caretaker. All the secret of tha
stork were Mother Dayis’ and nobody but
her wolild do evan untif the time when
advancing Years commenced to warn
her of the limitations nature set upon
her sndurance.

In Time of Need

At ona time the valley settléers ware
scourged by an epldemic of *arysipelas
or something akin to this dlsease. It

did not seem to be understood just whae®

the affliction was, but In this trying
period Mrs. Davis was begged to go
evarywhere, Bhe scarcely slept or ate.
Day and night she made the rounds
from one ¢cabln to another, dolng
all within her power to bring the dis-
eass under gsubjection. Her wminisira-
tions were most effective, and finally
the epldemlc was quelled

The Davis homs was for almost a
TITEtle an attractive white house of
the L type, surmounting the ovest of a
eightly knoll set back & short quarter
of & mile from the maln highway. Once
A mere Indian trail, this avenue became
the “blg road™ now It Is the “river
road." » Here, whare the Calapooyia In-
dians mads frl with thiese settlers,
and deer swarmed, (ha Davia family re-
mained and the world with all its won-
ders have comé along the “big road” to
thelr yard gates,

As one turns in at the big gate the
vista of the -0ld -homestead s framed
belween two glant fir trees that mark
either side of the drive to the house,
They are the only reminders of the
thick grove of firs that once marked
this spot.- In her lifetime Mrs. Davis
concelved a great natural affection for
these plerdid specimens of the primeval
forest. When the time came tha old
farm was shid she stipulated that the
buyers should not cut down or other-
wise destroy or mar those trees as long
as she lived., It Ix pleasant (% note that,
although Mrs, Davis passed away about
fourteen years ago, her wishes have
been respected, and In all probabllity
sentiment will decree that the trees
shall remain a®8 a1 memorial to her as
long as they survive.

At a recent gathering of Lane county
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MEMORIAL TREZS O
DAVTS TARM NEAR BUGENE,

STOPPING THE SLAUGHTER IN
OF PEACE--Continued from Page 1 This

pionesrs, the 1inealeulhble services of
this grand pioneer woman were discuss-
ed apprecintély "and It has since béen
suggested by Col. W, G. D. Mercer that,
with the consent of the present otwwn-
ere, the ploneer society might well dis-
tinguish ,its existonce and express a
well-deserved tribute by erecting a
memorial tablet on the big tree nearest
the highway In commemoration of this
woman's falthful servicé to her country-
man‘ ‘, - v

She passed,away at the age of 87, She
was a-natlve of Pennaylvania, her fam-
fly name being BSluyter. Her father
lived to be 107 years old :

The chlldren of Mr. and Mrs, Davis
numberesd seven, There yet survive her!
1. E. Davis, of Yaquina, Mrs. Huddles-
ton, Lycurgus and Dr. M. M. Davis, all
of Eugens.

“We made our home right among the
Callpooyias,” sald Lycurgus Davis, tell-
ing of thelr comlng into the Willamette
valley. “We bullt our ecabln In & set-
tlement of Ihdlans and made friends
with them. My father waa aifine peap-
maker, and 1f It had not been for him
more than once we would have had most
serious trouble, One, of our closest
calls was among the Rogue River Indi-
ans, Two. hraves were hanging sround
our camp, Our women folks were cook-
fng supper when the bucks spit in the
frying pan just for meanness, Two of
our men were hot tempered. They
wanted to punish the bucks. The first
thing our hovs lald thelr ayen on were
two coal or ash shovels, which we used
to start the camp fires on. Each man
selzed a shovel—they were under the
cofils,- and red hot, and spanked each
of the braves on thelr bare skins They
let out & warwhoop of pain and rage. In
& few minutes we were surrounded by
five hundred warrlors; We thought we
were dons for.
perguasion and talk
presents, my father
with the chief and we were
g0 oA our way." -

The Harder Task.

From the 8t. Louls Globe-Democrat.

Benator Root at a luncheon at n
Washington country club, sald of war:

“Our arbltration treaties come none
tod soon. The world 18 getting tired of
war. This fact was well brought homa
to me the other deay by. the remark of
an English diplomat

“He sald that at the end of the Boer
war two Unlonists were wrangling at
& dinner,

*‘1’ sald the first Unionlst, a lleu-
tenant of volunteers, ‘I went to the war
and defended my country.’

“ Pehaw, what of that? the other re-
torted. ‘I stayed In my country and de-
fended the war'"™

and offers of
negotinted peace
owed to

e o0

VEST pothet telophome has  ates the telephons sywtem, the new
besn fimvemted for general contrivance means & great saving.

use. It was fnvented by &
German concern-and has been thor
cughly tried out fn Berlin, where it
has been foxmd to work satisfac

torily.

A eompact reoeiver and transmft-
ter it into & small circular nickel

case two and a

be earried in s lady's handbag er
attached to her chatelsine,

It will be understood, of courss,
that this device does not In {tself

emabls one to telephione without first
connecting & with the general tele

to walls, doors, trees, lampposts or
other convenient places. They are
tightly enclosed, so that nefther hu-

of thess pooket

as the pay station operators are thus
made unnecessary.
Every person equipped with one

telephones has a

simple and speedy means of reach-

balf inches In di

ing the police, the fire houiu the
hospitals or other institutions need-
ed on an emefgancy, for the tale
phone central operaldfs yre direoted

to be particularly prompt In giving

the desired con-
pection im such’
cases,

In conaequence
of the enormous

expansion of the
German eapltal,
there Are many
outlying districts

which are rendered unsafe through
insuffiolent policing, and the pocket
places have been provided at very telephone was readily sdopted as a
short distanoes. ‘Thoy are fastensd  partial solution of this problem. The

new system Is greatly favored as
an adjunct to the police system gen-
erally, however, for every
{s provided with a pocket phone snd

liceman

midity nor storms can damage them, can communloats with headquarters

and they are thoroughly insulated,
The advantage of the contrivauce

or other city departments whenever

he finds It necessary.

In the parks and forests the eon-

as far as the telephons user Is con-  tact stations are locsted on conven-

ossmed les In the fact that one can
now telephone wherever one hap-
pens to be. It is no longer nsces

The pocks

sary to enter & busy drug store or  fourd its

other pay station and wait one’s tura
or o walk a great diwtance, in
sparmely populsted sectiona, to fnd

it seams
there 1a 1

such & station st all. There &re 80 coiurse, alread

[}

it is pow as easy to telephone as it
s to mail a letter. Indeed, in the

' three of these contact places  ble
swe o spplication and would

to every block

. Dt courss, one misses the privacy ;
of the telephone booth, although the

we 80
out

ey

oomstructed that one need speak in
“only w very low Wne of velcs.

solved
ways
coln re |2
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Jent trees, and one may now take s
long walk through the woods snd
still be in: touoch of city at

wé, too, will be using ;
in many Ameriosn oities Have,

A

But, by dint of much -

geations, or a fellure to carry out im-
provement work, the officlals at the
home offlce know that fresh blood s
needed. :

At the home office of the company,
at Baltimore, the weekly reports are
carefully filed and tabulated. “Bafety
suggestions” have been arriving at the
rale of about 1000 for every seven dayas,
Astonishingly practical the majority of
them are, too, and veritable revelations
of the reasons why accldents have ®so
long been conslidered inseparable from
rallroading.

Perhaps, however, the most practioal
manner of checking the efficlency of the
loca] committees |8 the decrenss in acel-
dents, The first month the system was
tried out proved an eye-oppner, At the
Riverside shops, in Baltimoére, the acci-
dents fell from an average of 20 to an
average of four dueing the last three
manths,

Thus it ran all along the line. The
success of the "Bafety First" campsaign
was assured, becanse the men began tw
see what they could accomplish, More
than that, they took pride in avolding
the thoughtless practices that had been
making thelr work dangerous.”

It mattered little with what branch
of the seryice a man was connected, he
reallzed that he was much safer shen
he he#ded warnings before he got hurt,
And when he helped to guard a pltfall
before someone fell into (. And It is
to inculeate just this lemson that one
of the most effedtive departments of the
Eoneral safety committes 18 conductad.
This Is the record and Investigation of
all agcidents along - these Hnes, whether
in ‘shops, on cars or tracks.

For Instance, & brakeman is ssen kick-
Ing .a coupler, Ha may be approached
about it and told that,it is dangerous,
The information 18 not news to him. Ha
knows that It's dangérous—has known
It ever sincs he has been on a rallroad
But he keeps on dolng it becausa he's
never ths one that's golng to get hurt.

But his confidence is somewhat jarred
it his Informant produces an accldent
list and remarks:

“HSo-and-Fo lost his leg at Whesling
the other day doing the very same thing.
I don't suppose he thought he was golng
to get hurt, elther. You don't imagina
he deliberately let his leg get cut off,
do you?"

It's the same thing with tha practice,
Just as universal on all rallroads, of
riding on pllots. The men have been
doing it o long they forget when they
started. They know there are rul-s
against It—that '8 dangerous. But
what rallread man hasn't thought It his
natoral born right to. ride on pllots?
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Yet, If ha I8 caught dolng it and.
quietly, that there {8 & homeless 't
somewhare out in Illinols becs

man refused to take a friendly

he is likely to think of his wite
¢hildren the next time he stepa 1
pllot and” to get off again as soon ‘S0
possible, ) -

There's no difference, In the yards o
the shops. For years a great many of
the largest manufacturing plants of :
country have been trying to have the
men wear goggles when in danger frong |
chips of matal, wood, ste, WIIL they do
it?  Not much. In some shops tha"
groater percantage of sccidents is
damage to the cyes, yvot the W
will allow their very livelihood to
fmperiled rather -than protect th
selves,

In this respect thé Baltémore & Ohle
officials hope that at lenst & start hag
been made. They are getting the Hest ™
kinds of goggles for the various cls '
of work, and they are ghowing the m
how much safer they are when U
e¥ep are protected. -

Out In an Illinois sgop, by the
there is'a most effective argument |

OrIm

' the use of goggles. A pair coversd

onee moltan metal is nallad up whara
can sfe it. One man's eyes were '
because he woresthose goggies, 5N
Bo it goes all along the line. In the
shops the machinery is being entirely
inclosed wherever possible. Dangsrous
gears, cogs, belts, shafting, eto,
hoxed up so that neither hands
clothes will get ¢aught in them.
Theén, again, Kigns are posted
the men not to oll or otherwisg
key" around tha maclifnery untll
stopped. For there have been fow £
fruitful sources of injury than tam
Ing with wheels that wers running.
In fuct, a catalogue of considerabls”
length might he made out from the 4000
or 5000 suggestions that are 1\
every month by the general safety coms
mittee; but It {s hardly necessary to go
to such extremes. g
In fact, the Baltimore & Ohio o
olals feel that the manner in which
65.000 employBs have enterad fnle the
spirit of the campalgn 1s indeed spochs
making, and)that this, with thelr di
tinctive organization for keeping up &
interést and carrying out such su
lons a® are approved, places thelr
ment in a class by itself.

QUIT RENTS PAID
TO THE KING

From ths Morning Post. e
HE quit-rent services dus to
Crown by the corporation of
city of London were rondeted
“ other day with all the fo
of a practice which has

now for 700 years. The ceremo s &
soclated in the popular mind ° - "',.'
cutting of fagols In conneotion th a

plece of waste ground called the Mo
in the county of Salop, and with
counting of horge shoes and horse
in respect of a forge in the F 1 o
Bt. Clement Danea. o
There is a legend In the exchequer ofs
fice that Henry III, being present.| ;
great tiiting match held Ly the K
Templars on land@ whera the embs
ment now stands, noticed an Itinen
blacksmith who had set up his
there. The blacksmith dlsting ;
himself during the teurnament Dy WS-
readiness in repairing the armour of ha
combatants and In Tesh alr
horses, and the king was so pl
his activity that he granted to
pleca of land on which his tempo
booth had been erected, on condition
he made six horse shoes and 64
nalls every year. The other guil
was in respect of a plece of lsnd
Shropshire, covered with underwood, §
quit-rent service of which was the pi
sentatlon of two “Knives,™ one Dlupt &
the other sharp. The blll hook was
and the hatchet was sharp., The B
had to present these Insiruments to.l
king and cut up n couplsy of &
A lease is recalled under which, in ne
tlon to the regular payment of rent, the
tenant just befora Christmas time hi
to provide all the Ingredients for & plims
pudding. Anether quit-rent WaAsA SHONs
ball ‘made of snow taken. from the fop
of EBnowdon avery Year.. 1 Ljelhc
the ceres

In the recent repetition of
mony the reglsirar proclalined: *
ants and occuplers of a piece of
ground called the Moors, in the
of Salop, come forth and do your
fee” The olty soligitor, who has, P
formed the duty for'26 ¥
out up one of the fagots with the hate
and the other with the bill | 43
clamation was then made
“Tenants and ocouplers
tenement called “The Foi
1sh of Balnt Clement D
ty of Middlesex, come ?
service." Whersupon the alty
counted | out six iho
duinty shoeés that y winner o
wear, but thres-quarter cireles. of
large enough for the Flenlal
which the Kaights Templar o

. gl




