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Because an Amiy of School Children Is Being

1 Allowed to Starve by Inches, the Whole
Commtmity Is Being Infected”

city ‘schools: of ‘the United- States
" are underfed. ,

Trwenty-three per cent of the children
of working men in the greas cities of the
United States do not-get enough to eat.

Sixty per cemt of the backward and
mentally defective children. found “in. the
schools' are marked examples of - malnu-
trition.

The children of one typical American
working man's fomily in - every. cleven
families whose yearly income is $¥000," do
not get enough to cat. :

The children in three out of four
typical working men's families whose in-
come is less than §600 a year do not get

enough to eat.
’ The percentage of underfed-children
in the schools is lower than the percentage
of those who do not get emough 1o c¢at
@emong the mass of the people largely be-
icause so many dic before they are old
enough to reach school and be counted.
. Loathsome, deforming, fatal and con-
tagious diseases are awwong the accompani-
- ments of the poor American child's malnu-
trition.: The children of the prosperous and
the well¥fed are-exposed-to the infections.

“Conditions in the United States are
- similar 19:those found all over Europe.

" I'kere is no radical cure, except the
abolition of poverty.
- -Here, in statements as bare and pre-
cise’ as the English language affords for
the facts as they appear on expert, scien-
tific investigation, is ‘the appalling sum-
mary of conditions as they exist in the
United States at this hour..

'T'EN pe:r, cent of the children in the

. facts do not bécome apparent from the.
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not kii]i;ng, stunting, deforming and crushing intellectually the starved children
alone.- It is maintaining thousands of sources of infection, ranging from repul-
sive skin disease to ' deadly tubercmlosis, which tdint the. whole body of the

nation.

The peychological clinic of
the University. of Pennsylvanin,

ander - the * direction of Prof.

Lightner Witmer, long had ocea-
sion to-investigate the problem
of malnutrition due 'to insuffi-
cient feeding. Many children
brought to the psychological
clinic are backward in mental
development and show physical
defects . of which the primary
cause . is . insuflicient nutrition
and unhygienic home conditions.
Doctor Witmer has also served
on a committee of the Home
and Schdol League which, for
the last two years, has had in
hand an .important experiment
in school feeding.

The work of this committee
demonstrates the eco-operation
of philanthropy, science - and
education in investigating the
facts of untlerfeeding and .in ex-
perimenting with methods of
alleviating the unfortunate situ-
ation of &0 many hundreds of
children in various cities. H.C.

"Bonnell, as chairman 6f the

committee of the Home 'and
Behool League, has been the ac-
tive agent in promoting a piece

of work. which is attracting the .

attention of all parts of the
country. It is the first impor-
tant effort made to feed school
children and at the same time to

The evil, presenting the same consequences in-the:United States, becomes
“hydra-headed, involved and infinitely complicated. All its many- phases are
Lincluded in-the genéral term “malnutrition.” -

These pletures [llustrate work that is “:f done In many
schools of the couniry, as leading educators helieve
that a knowledge of huonsekes, and ssoltation will

nld th porer clas
hm°plbed-.! ses in ng many of the ilis

study conditions and results, . The results have
been assembled from all sources that could eon-
tribute facts of value—from the ohservations of
Otto T. Mallery, president of the Education
Association, equally active iu. playgrounds and
school feeding; Miss Aliee (J. Boughton, who
has provided luncheons for school childven, and
Miss Mary L. Leeds, whose very importeant
work has been the study of home conditions.
The state of affairs in all the large cities of

United States has been subjected to compra-

hensive study and thorough analysis, such as*
probably no .other expert, or group of experts,
could bring to bear. The figzures palpitate: with
the life of the myriads who supply them. 2
The psychological clinic has for some years
found it necessary to provide board and lodging,
as well as training, for some of the children
under its care. Last summer a definite -
ment was made of providing noonday in
connection with a class of backward childven.

_This experiment was under the direction of My,
Louise 8. Bryant, whio is in chargoe of the social =

service department of the psychological clinie.

It is from the intimate knowledge of ‘the

facts in his own possession and that of his assist~
ants that Doctor Witmer makes the impressive
review of existing conditions which follows:
“Technically, malnutrition is the condition
erising when, for any reason, the body’s tissunes

are not receiving enough nourishment, first, to = =

supply the energy needed, and, second, to supply
the materials of which the tissnes are built, :
“Two forms of malnutrition are generally
found. One is where the child is strong enough, .
so far as the normal amount of tissue goes, buk
(CONTINUED ON- INSIDE PAGE)




