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Commission Recommends That
Wire Companies Be Re-
quired to Post Tariffs; Want
Rail Charges Uniform.

21.—The annual re-
port of the Intvrstate commerce coin-
mission, which was given to the publie
yesterday, recommendiations
for many lmportunt amendments to the
Intersiate commerce
recommendations are:

“That section 6 of the act be amended
to require telephone, telegraph and ca-
ble companles to publish, file, and post
tariffs, and to empower the commisslon
to reject and refuse to flle any schedule
tendered for flling which has the effect
of exceeding the number of supplements
or the volume of supplenfental matter
permitted under the commisston's tariff
regulations,

“To make the Flkins act appllieable to
telephone, telegriph and cable compa-
nies.

“That the stimulus of requirement be
applied to the long delayed progress to-
ward the adoption of a uniform eclassi-
fieation.

“T'a provide additional safeguards In
rallroad transportation for c¢mployes
and the publle: (a) By standardization
of operating rules of all Interstnte car-
rlers; (b) by requiring the adoption of
steel cars, postal, baggage and passen-
ger; (c) by amending the hours of serv-
fce law, making clear the provise In
section 3 of the act; (4) by legisintion
requiring the use of the block signal
system.

“That the commission ba relleved of
the jurisdiction of the physical opera-
tion of street rallways in the District
of Columbis.

“To provide for the regulation and
of gapltalization and suitable
provislons for the waluatlon of rallway
property,

“The conetructlon of an adequate and
sultabla office bullding for the use of
the commission.”

Work of Commission.

Decislons in 507 cases Instituted by
formal complaints of shippers and
others or by the commission on iis own
motion have been announced during the
past yvear, and 145 cases of the same
character have been dlsmissed on stip-
ulation of the parties or upon motlon
of complainants. This removes from

Washington, Dec,

comtaing

art

" the docket of formal complaints a total

of 6562 cases, As a whole, the work of
the commission is well In hand,

During the year 8§81 formal com-
plaints have been filed and 12 procced-
ings of Inquiry Instituted by the com-
mission on its own motion. In addi-
tion there have been Instituted 43 pro-
ceedings of investigations and suspen-
sions of tariffs containing proposed In-
creases In rates, resulting in a total of
68 cases of this character since the
commission was given the power of
suspension. Beven of these have been
consolidated with formal complaints;
advances were condemned In nine and
permitted in 24 partial advances per-
mitted In four; and two were voluntar-
lly withdrawn, leaving 22 pending.

62 Indiotments Returned.

Bince December 1, 1010, 82 indlet-
ments for eriminal violations of the act
to regulate commerce heve been re-
turned, many of which were against
two or more defendants jolntly. Or
theses, 29 are agalnst carriers or car-
riers' agents, 26 agalnst shippers of
passengers, and seven agalnst carrlers
and shippers jolntly

During the past year 42 prosecutions
have been concluded, in 16 of which the
defendants pleaded guilty; In 13, jurles
rendered a verdict of gullty: in threo,
Jurics rendered & verdlet of not gullty:
RIX cases were nolprossed; twn were
dismissed on motion of defendant.

Taking up a discussion of the west-

bound transcontlnental rate the report
Bays:
“Probably the most Important de-

cision rendered by the commerce court
up to the present time 18 that deallng
with the fourth sectlon orders of

commisslon In reference to westbound
treanscontinentsul rates,
“The water rate, In cents per 100

pounds, by all routes has always been
Somewhat lower than the rall transcon-
tinental rate from New York to Sun
Francisco, The cominlsslon has found,
and of this there can be no questlon,
that this water transportation has lm-
fted tha rate which could be obtalned
by the carriers between New York mnd
Pacific coast terminals.
Oxne Instance Cited.

“Buppose, for example, that & mana-
facturing plant located at Chleago pro-
duced the same artlels manufactured by

& slmllar plant In New York city, 1In
order that thls artg may redach Sun
Franciecu from Chicago by water It

must firet be transpurted to New York,

where It Is tahen by the sleamshlp
The cost of carriage by thig route |s
therefore mgrenter from Chie nge than

from New York, ang if the force of wa-
ter competition were to ba alone con-
eldered the rule from Chleago to Ban
Francisco ought to be higher than the
rate from New York by the amount of
the Interlor rall rate from Chlcago to
New York,

“The Chicago manufacturer, howev-
er, Inslsta that his rate by rafl to San
Francleco should be Jower than the
rate by rall from New York, for the
reason that the traffic when taken up
at New York moves through Chicalgo
and is hauled 1000 miles further, at a
correspandingly additiongl .expense

begine at Chicago to apply a lower rate
from Chlcago than is upplled from New
York, since If the trafric originntoes
alt Chicago that llne obtains the entfrs
frelght money, while If the traf{ or g
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Inates at New York, It must divide
the transportation charges with Its con-
nection east of Chicago, which brings
the traffic from the Atlantle seaboard
Many Ratea Applied,

“As a result of these contending
forces it has finally come to pass that
the same rates are appiled to all ter-
ritory north of the Potomae and Ohlo
rivers as far west as the Missourl rlver,
and sometimes os far west as Colorndo

commaon points. That s, If the rate
npon & glven article from New York
to San Francisco is §1 per 100 pounds,

the rate from Omaha, approximately
1500 milles west of New York, and some
times from Dwnver, 2000 miles west of
New York, 1s also $1. This, it #hould
be carcfuldy noted, I8 not to meet wi-
ter competition frorm New York, but (s

rather In recognition of the market
competition which exists In territory
upon s#nd east of the Mlissour! river.

This same market competition has nev-
¢r been recognlzed upon the Paclfle
coasl.

"Hates from all the vast
braced  In transeontinental  westhound
commuodity tarlffs are construected for
the most part o interlor pointa by ed-
ding the full Jocal rate from the Pa-
cifie coast terminal to the Interior pulnt,
By locking at the map this will be
more readily understood, Take a $1
commuodity rate which applies from New
York ang algo from Omaha to San Fran-
cleco. The rate on this commodily from
San Francisco to Reno may be, and fre-
gquently Is, G0 cents per 100 pouunds.
The rates, thien, would be:

IFrom Omaha to Reno.$1.60 per 100 1bs,
From Omaha 1o San Fran-

cigen, through Heno.$1.00 per 100 Ths.
““The distance from Reno to 8an
Francisco 1s 244 miles and the haul Is
over one of the most difficult mountaln
ranges upon thils continent

Epokane Rate Considered

“The commission has considered, at
great length, rates from St. Paul to
Spokans as compared with those to Be-
attle. Bpokane !s the largest of these
Inland eitivs and has been able (o ex-
tort, in & way, certaln concessions as to
|its rates from the rallroads which serve
|1t, but the rate s still muech higher to
| Bpokane than to BHeattle, Many ex-
amples of actual shipments were pre-
sented to the commisslon, of which the
following may be selected as a falr 11-
lustration

“Upon a carload of books originating

blanket em-

gt Chieago, the Northern Pacifle re-
celved for Its haul from Bt Paul to
Bpokane, & distance of 1600 miles,

$555.65. Had the same car gone to He-
(attle, Inveolving an additional haul of
ane-fourth in disltance over the most ex-
péensive part of the entire route, the re-
celptes of the Northern Pacific would
haove been §$500.35.

*“This Intermountain country, polnting
to the proeperity of s rallways and
to Its own development, urges that the
time hae come when the same treatment
should be actorded to It which has been
inccorded to the middle west, and that
even though higher rates are maintained
from thoe extreme Atlantie scaboard to
this reglon than to San Franclsco there
Is certalnly no excuse for a higher rate
from factorles 1000 mlles distant from
the Atlantle senboard.

Water Rate Fluctuates.

‘“I'he waler rate i not a continuing
and a permanent rate, but rather fluc-
tuntes from day (o day and from eeason
to season. The rall rate of the trans-
continental line depends upon whether
It Is the purpose of that line to take
much or little of the buslness. A rate
of $1 per 100 pounds will carry bhut Iit-
tle of a commodity; 86 cents per 100
pounds wlll carry some of It; 70 cents
per )00 pounds may drive the ships out
of the business Now, within those
limits what rate shall the earrler thake?"

Of the Willumette valley rate case
the report snys:

“This case concerns an order of the
commisslon establishing rates for the
transportation of green fir lumber, In
| earlpads, from the Wlllamette valley
to San Francisco bay pointa,

“With but a brief Interval the Bouth-
ern Paclfic had malntalned for six years
for this service a rate of $3.10 per ton
from cerinin points and $3.36 per tdn

from cértaln other points. In Aprll,
15807, n rate of §0 per ton was estab-
Ilghed from all poilnts. This rate the

commlsslon held to be unreasonablle In
8o far ns It exceeded §3.40 from those
polnts at which the $3.10 rate had been
malntained and 31.656 from those polnts
to whirh the $3.35 rate had been ap-
plied It will be seen that an advance
of about 10 per cent was allowed above

for six years feintained by the carrler unfortunate one. This commission has
{tself. never understood that It was a court
of equity, with power to emnforce by its |
orders the law of equity, but It has
suppossd that It was an administrative
tribunal, whose duty it was to do equity
between the carrier and the shipper In
80 far as might properly be done,
“If, In passing upon advances in
frelght. ratgs llke that involved in the
Willamette case, this commission could
only conslder the cost of the service,
and If, therefores, subject to that limi-
tatlon, carrlers were free to manipulate
thelr rales as they saw fIt, thls com-
misslon would be without power to pre-
vent the most glaring Injustice. The
rates of this country have not been and
are not bused upon the cost of service,
and ta confine the regulating body to
that conslderation would be to put the
property Interests of this country at
(the merry of {ts raflroads, without that
restraint which, In our opinton, the con-
gress, by the act to regulate commerce,
intended to Impose.”

Based on Understanding.
“It appeared upon the hearing that
the $3.10 rate had been established after
Investigation by the Southern Paclflo
company and upon the understanding by
cablt company that a lumber business in
the Willwmette valley could not be suc-
cessfully conducted upon a higher basls
of rates, It was claimed that in ecaso
af one large operation there was an
agreement to the effect that this rate
phould not be exceeded, but no such
contract was found by the commission,
It did appear, however, that extensive
milis had been constructed during these
slx years, involving the outlay of grent
sume of monoy, and that Jarge tracts
had been bLought upon the assumption
that this rate was regarded by the
Southern Pacifie us, on the whole, a
falr one, and that It would be main-
tained. It conclusively appeared that the
action of the Bouthern Pacifie In ad-
vancing that rate to §6 seriously Im-
palred the value of all this property and
fn some instances amounted to virtual
confiscation,
“These [nets were developed

Rent a Piano

in the Rent a piano, $3, $4 per month: Kim-

testimony and were referred to by the ball, Chickering, Ilscher, Kohler, and
commission In its opinion, but the case many other good makes. KXKohler &
was not decided upon this ground alone, | Chase, 376 Washington strest .

nor, indeed, was this the principal sub-
ject of conslderation. We carefully ex-
amined the method in which this lum-
ber wna handled, the cost of Ite trans- | At Blxth and Morrison to hear the hu-
portation, and the financial conditlon of iman touch. What's that? A player
the line between San Franelsco and plano that cannot be distingulshed from
Portland. From this examinatlon we|hand playing. Don't miss It. Sherman,
reached ghe concluslon that the handling Clay & Co., Morrison at Sixth., Open
of thls trafflc at the old rate was re-|ayenings, ®

munerative and that upon the whole
situation, while the origina] rate might
be somewhat advanced, It should not

I’ll Meet You Tonight

Buy a Prayer .
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Christmas Special(%
.10 Per Cent Extra Discount

// ON ANY ARTICLE IN OUR STORE
THIS IS NO FAKE SALE

Every Article Guaranteed — Any Articles
Purchased at Our Store Can Be Re-
turned If Not Satisfactory.

WE SAVE YOU 20 PER CENT ON ALL WATCHES PUR-
CHASED AT OUR STORE — SEE PRICES
AND COMPARE THEM WITH OUR COMPETITORS'

LADIES’ WALTHAM OR ELGIN MOVEMENTS, 10-year guaranteed case.....$8.50
LADIES' WALTHAM OR ELGIN MOVEMENTS, 20-year guaranteed case...$11.50
GENTS' WALTHAM OR ELGIN MOVEMENTS, 20-year guaranteed case.....$9.00
BOYS' AMERICAN GUARANTEED MOVEMENT in gold-plated case .........
LADIES’ AMERICAN GUARANTEED MOVEMENT CHATELAINE .......88.00
TEN-PIECE STERLING SILVER MANICURE SET ..... 0

SILVER TOILET SETS..........87.50 $1.00 ALARM CLOCKS...............63¢

BELOW

50

.......... LR A R .

exceed the flgures stated above,

Order Held Unlawful.
“Upon proceedings to enjoin the en-
forcement of this order the elrcult court
refuscd an injunction, but the supreme
court reversed the court below and held
that the order of the commission was
unlawful. |
“The carrler attacked the order upon
the ground that it was not an attempl |
upon the part of the commlsslon to ontub-l
lish a reasonable rate of transportation,
but was rather In the pature of a de-|
cres enforcing an equitable estoppel be-
tween these partles, Helow is glven
the language of the supreme court stat-
Ing the questlon presented to It and its;
concluslon:
"It is clear, therefore, as we have sald |
at the outset, that the result of
the contentions and concesslons of the
respective partles ls to reduce the con-
troversy to & single Issue, which
What, In substance, was the
which the commission exerted in making |
the order? |
"*Coming to a conslderation of that
subject, we are of the opinion that the
court below erred in not restraining the
enforcement of the order complained ur,.|
becnuse we seo no escape from the con- |
cluslon that the order was vold because
It was made In conseguence of the as-
sumption by the commisslon that |t
posscssed the extreme powers which |
the rallrond companles Insist the order
plainiy manifests.’ l
“It is impossible to sny exactly what |
slgnificance should attach to this de- |
cision. The court did not find that the
riste established was too low. It appar-
ently held that the commission was not
undertaking to establish a reasonable
rate, but, rather, to enforce the con-
tracts and undérstandings between_the
parties under which the old rate fad
been put in and matntalned. Of coursc,
the commisslon has no such power,
and If It attempted to exercise that
power Its order was clearly unlawful.

Bifect of Decision. |
“If, upon the other hand, this is to|
be Interpreted as a holding that in pass- '§
ing upon the justice of an advance In
A Tate of transportation, this body can
not conslder those rates which have'
been voluntarilly established and maln-
tained by carriers, the Investments
which have been mnade, the development
which has occurred upon the strength of
such rates, and the effect wpon busi-
ness and financlal Interests which the
advance Involves, then that declsfon
would be a most Important and a most

YU CAN CURE THAT B\CKACHE
ppult:‘n.l]?::‘: \r!c?r' l;::‘n p(:t‘:lit:‘::.:f f\);nllinn-rrhl?r:ng

$20 will place a Plano Player in your
home. Plenty of time given to pay the |
balance In small monthiy pavments,
Prices range from $278 upwards. Koh-
ler & Chase, 376 Washington street. *
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Gevuriz & Sons’

< Big Furniture
Store

First, Second and Yamhill Sts.

NOW MAKES YOUR SELECTION OF CHRIST-
MAS PRESENTS EASY

See Our Special $20 Diamond Ring
STANDARD JEWELRY STORE

141"% Third Street, Near Alder
b Fi A e g g G e g B e e e e o e e e e e g e g e e g B e e &

With the Startling Announcement of

12 Discount

Off the Regular Marked Prices on All

Morris Chairs, Writing Desks,

ROMATIO-LEAF, the plessant root and berb
cure for all Kldney, Bladder and Urlnary trog-
bles. When you feel ull run down, tired, wesk
aod withont energy use this remarkable eom.
binatlon of nature's herba and roots, As a regu-
Intor it bas vo equal. Mother Gray's Aromatic
Leaf is sold by Druggisis or #ént by mail for

Music Cabinets, Turkish Leather Rockers

the rates voluntarlly establlshed and

60 ets.  Sample sent FREB. Address, The

Mother Gruy Co., Le Roy, N. Y
—— — ey
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Brand new $400
Piano, Damaged
' Price

$179

Brand new $375
Piano, Damaged
} Price

$150

Brand new $325
Piano, Damaged
Price

- $165

Brand new $425
Piano, Damaged
Price

$110

| .
The cases of these pianos were
scratched, but the

can hardly be noticed.

As we are anxious to close o
awiy below what they cost us at the

youreself

Among our shipments of pianos from the factory for Christmas trade,
one carload of brand new pianos was case damaged en route,

interior mechanism
as good as when they left the factory.
fact, the scratches on some of the pianos

slightly damaged pianos, we shall sell them

‘ Don't delay, but call at once and see for
We can make these pianos a% good as new and they will make

(| most appropriate Christmas presents,
Remember, these pianos are slightly damaged in case only

Graves Music Co.

111 FOURTH STREET

— ¥

Morris Chairs

- and Parlor Sets

Writing Desks

TODAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

Music Cabinels

Turk’hRockers

The famous “Royal” Chairs
—"“Push Button” kind.
With velour imitation leath-

ions,

$15 to $65

er and genuine leather cush-

In Oak, Mahogany, Rose-
wood and Circassian Wal-
nut — 100 samples on the
floor to choose from,

$9 to $60

In Oak, Mahoganized
Birch and Genuine Ma-
hogany. Largest assort-
ment in Portland,

$8 to $30

Every One a Sensible, Practical Christmas Gift

[Every Article Plainly Marked--Look at the Price,
Then Pay One-Quarter Less--Cash or Credit

STORE OPEN TILL 9 O’CLOCK EVERY EVENING THIS WEEK

Upholstered in best black
and Spanish leathers and
imitation leathers — 18
patterns,

$18 to $75

\

.!Iighlll

] ]
In

ut these

factory.

“The Complete House and Home Furnishers”




