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What 3000 Physicians it
Have to Say on The ™S
Hidden Causes for ‘

Dissolving the Marriage

Tre .

Y MAJORITIES whick, in some

B instances approsched the umany-

mous, the amswers received from

3000 American physicians questioned on

the real canses for dworce, kidden usually

behind the legal ones alleged, have declaved
that—

The great. mass of divorces are due

to marriages that were improper in the
first place, and to those which develop

unnatural conditions later,

Dtead -of child-bearing and aber-
rations of sex constitute the actual, al-
though unnamed, causes where statu-

tory grounds are not alleged.

The existence of sbervant con-
ditions ought to be grounds for di

Education in such subjects will, to
4 great extent, overcome the evils of
improper marriages.

With these truly startling opinions,
she outgrowth of his intimate observation
of family. life in the United States, the
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piysicidn las, 'like Dariel, come to judg-
wment for the first tine since the qugstion®of
divoree  gresv into the acute problem it now
is in modern social conditions., At

" They are_a. more than. grave com-

mentary on & chapier of dmerican life.not

~ previously revealed and, by many, noteven

E

Csuspecteds: ¢

N DESULTORY fashion, as one sepsational
espect after another of national divorce
soantdal has been thrust upen the peaple,
the views of some individual physicians

have been hetird. But the sober, reflective judg-
ment of the profession at large, although the
doctor is commonly known to”ghare with the
clergyman the secrets of cvery household, has
pot been expressed upon .the vital causes lying
back of the increasing number of pairs - whe
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has been so, briefly summarizpd was unde:

by E: De Forest Leach, a lawyer, of Mouiid

W.'Va., president of the National Divorce

form Association. T R
- The association, Mr. Leach has stated, is the

outgrowth of 'thé national congress on uniforsa

divorce laws in Washington and  Philadelphis

in ‘1006, ‘He was among the members of thet

congress  who ‘contended that any attempt*to
remedy the evils of the existing system: by en-.
acting untform divoree laws must be worse thar
foolish. until the law- could be framed in the
light of data. well established, concerning. the
causes_in which divorces originate. These data
he undertook recently to secure, by calling into
the court of public opinion the men of the'pro-
fession who are sometimes summoned, as ex-

" perts, by courts of law when deciding “difficult

wases of divorce. . S
. - He was convinced that, behind the ustial

fre [dhuﬂ _h'. . ves 8 ] i - :
?1; mm to Dlll.linl Ihe-!jlf@ﬂl!lﬁol god: - lagsl grou alleged, there must'be some hydra

headed efil wrecking lives that, by every rule
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g, should have been ondinarily
pir Ihey pressaiod 0 M
: . ubsuspected, actually enhneown
of the pon logul consen for divercs; ba
that, If e oould ssenrtain thair nature,
! remedion could be devisml e reviews his
tien and im resulis with an bapresive direch
e
“As an sttorney in general prectics | soom
camne to the comciusion thet & very suall pro
portice of the divercss granted wers destend
primarily because of the commission of soune
satntory metrimonial offsnse. | sbould y
that, if all the facts ware known, notl more than
oo oate in ten would be found t b of that
charscter
“Not infrequently the lawyer is consulted
in order to sscartaln the guickest and sanbemt
way to disolve s matrimonial alllsses which
has beoume intolrable, regardioss of the com-
mission of statuiory offenses. Indesd, it b
doubtful whether & slmple viclstion of the law
has as much to do in causing domestio infellcity
st have many other things. But even when »
statutory offense has beets commitied there
always a reason,

DEEP ETUDY REQUIRED

“It is these conditions, which inspire a de
sire for a dissolution of the marriage, that lie at
the bottom of the divorce gquestion, and they
must be studied in an unprejudiced manner be-
fore any material progress can be sttained in
even understanding this class of social phenom-
ena. It is not enough when a husband leaves
a virtuous wife to consort with bad women, or
when & wife deserts a respectable husband for
the embraces of some Beau Brummel, to sey
that thay are ‘devilish’ or ‘moral degenerstes!
Witches used to be considered accomplices of the
devil, and religious fanatica as the incarnation
of the Holy Ghost. We know better today.
There was a reason. then, just as-there in s.cea-
son now, but people did not understand it. The
only exguse, it seems, that bas ever beets noeded
to lay the responsibility for an set upon God
or the devil is to have the cause outside of the
range of our own information.

“With a desire to either prove the error of
my own views or to ratify them I prepared a
letter, which I sent to 3000 physicians. These
letters were addressed to some of the leading
physicians in the United States, professors in
medieal institutions, authors of medical works
and to a much larger number of general prae-
titioners. I asked four questions.

“My first inquiry was: ‘What are the prin-
cipal causes for divorce! Court records show
unfaithfulness, desertion, et¢. But why thesel
Are they not the results of unnstural marital
conditions V'

“I received in reply to these letters & much
larger number of answers than I expected.
Eighty-nine per cent of those who replied said
that the statutory grounds were, in their opinion,
not the primary causes for divorece. The causes
agreed upon may be generally expressed as be-
ing ‘improper marriages and unnatural marital
conditions” These conditions, it was stated, are
often pathological, and the results of ignoranoce,
indiseretion and inocorrect modes of living. The
other 11 per cent did not answer the question, or
replied that they did not desire to express am
opinion,

“My second inguiry was: ‘To wh-t extend
do sexual aberrations, dread of child-bearing,
impotency and. disease enter into the formatiom
of a legal ground for divorce where they are no
statutory grounds?
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EDUCATION THE CURE

“Seventy-five per cent said they are grounds
for divorce in very many cases; 19 per cent
thought not, though many admitted that they
had had no experience upon which to base their
opinion; 6 per cent said that they thought they
had very little to' do with causing divorce.

“My third inquiry was: ‘Wounld education
in sex subjects overcome the evils of improper
marriages?

“Ninety-seven: per cent thought that educa-

tion in these subjects would, to a great extent,
overcome the -evils ‘of improper marriages. It

must net be overlooked, however, that these ph 8

sicians consider that the best cure for the e

of improper marriages is immediate divorce, o '
that the matter of education,.instead of always

removing the condition which eauses the desire

for a separation, would hasten it, but without

the usual accompanying evil results which are

inevitable where two persons attempt to live u-f‘ﬁ

gether under such conditions. Nineteen por

vent did not seem to be so certain, for they quali*

fied their answers; 3 per cent thought that edus

cation would have very little effest. R
“My fourth inquiry was: ‘Would you

recommend that the existence of pathological”

and psychopathical states, such as aceo 0

create abnormal sexual econdition

grounds for divoreei. tis,

so that ::icﬁndlﬂl iroum
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