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AL S lordkin As He Appears
Hth e /v lova

The Russian Dancers,
Who Are Now thel
Prize Matinee Idols and
Even Eclipse the Opera
Tenors in Feminine

Esteem

I' HAS been many a long day since
a man could acquire the reputation
of being either beautiful or gracéful
and avoid the popular belicf that his was
an effeminacy beneath comemfr. '

But it has happened in London.

A whole group of men, dancers at
that,.all at once became the idols of the
female population, and they have been far
worse besieged by their adorers than the
most famous of women dancers have been.
Even the madness of admiration—awhich,
in times past, seems to have risen to the
stage of blind adoration—vouchsafed to
the tenors of grand opera and to the musi-
cians who can wring ecstasy from violin or
piano has beer surpassed by the frenzy of
longing on the part of the women to be
near to the wonderful exponents of the
dances from the icy north.

Society has turned to them as the res-
cuers from spinsterhood of daughters
whose charms and dowries have L:u'!cd to
catch the mecessary male. Not that Eng-
land’s high-born maids were being flung at
the heads cof the dancers. By no means.
The girls were flung at the dancers’ feet,
so that instruction in dancing might give
them an accomplishment certain to bring
other men to theirs.

In the danceitself, as hitherto indulged
in by its votaries of the ballroom, the most
exciting changes wre impending, and if the
suddenly aroused partisans of the old lacka-
daisical methods should be defeated—il's
peculiarly hard to prophesy jusg mow—the
whole world of fashionable folk may find
itself whirling and leaping, as though the
dancing madness of the Middle Ages had

seized on humanity again.
A outside of thelr own special territory, by gra-
clous permission of the czar.

Americans know some, If not all of tham, very
well, both by sight and reputation. Already thelr im-
portance, In popular esteem, has grown to the level
where their actions, thelr opinions, their Jiftle, jealous
bickerings_have an International Importance equal to
that of princes.

Mlchasl Mordkin and Anna Paviova had been spat-
ting. It wad easy to comprehend what the Epat was
about; the unprecedsnted rise to superior Importance
of a man dancer, when all dancing history of modern
times has doomed the male to thé role of & mere mus-
cular supsrnumerary, was enough to make any distin-
gulshed artiste wild with rage and able to find about
two million reasons wWwhy she couldn’'t get along
with him.

ND all becauss some few goodXooking young
Russians have been pirouetting on thelr toea

Which of the two millions was taking them further .

apart while thelr professional triumpphs were Meeping
them [n apparently fond ambrnc:a doesn't matter. But
the consequence does. Peace had been patched up by
Lﬂmana:nmsnt an pnllonntol‘y fond of money as the
ndon public had bascome of the dancers, ‘flur o=
sumed their joint performance, t of it was a whirl
of Faviova's, held fast by the «Abollo-like Mordkin,
that resembled a boy's spinning top, céntrifugal forces
inc¢luded, Bhe looked like some falr, etherea] creature
that dreams are made of; the Aitting butterflies were
begide her. It was her Inatant of supreme glory,
rdkin

Bros
for that Instant the ascending star of Mo

was all but velled, a motionless foll for Paviova's
brilliant feet.

Well, that was precisely the instant the falthless
Mordkin selected to let go of her.- Centrifugal force
whirled the fairy form of Pavlova far out and dropped
her—hard, very hard. She sat down so hard that the
house shook, and the whole audlence realized. in cruel
grins, that the belle of the Russian dancers_was com-
posed of ths most prosaic and solid flesh and bone,

If that had happened to a princess, about the same
sort of an announcement would have traveled over the
world to set arlstocracy agog. with the dancers It
traveled just as far, to set all classes agrin,

Mordkin, who has a wife of his own endowed with
the delicate loveliness one sees In some charming
Franchwomen, lived this summer In very modest lodg-
ings In Bloomsbury, where he wad constantly under
slege from English soclety women, who implorsd him
to teach thelr daughters the art he so admirably ex-

presses In his graceful person.

EIGHT YEARS OF PRACTICE

It must have amused his mocking spirit to hear
them, cajoling, mssure him they are confident his
genius could transform thelr awkward squads of girls
into beings of flery suppleness, when he recalind the
long and harsh ordeal of apprenticeship a real Russian
dancer must serve at the Imperial School for Dancing
in Bt. Petersburg, under M. Tokin, the merclless
director.

Elght vears 18 the term that Is required for turning
out & qualified performer, and he must be a cherub to
begin with. Thes labor of training Is an exercise of
the heaviest order, resulting in an athlete beside whom
the ordinary gymnast s simply s0 much raw material,
Yot the dance Is only half of the lesson to be learned,
Those young students are training to be actors as
well as dancers, In so far as facial expresslon can
reveal the sentiments typified In every step and pose.
It was, of coiitse, farcical to think that he could meta-
morphose an ungainly girl into a sylph of alry light-
ness; but the Immense fees that were thrust upon him
to accomplish the !mpossible brooked no reslatance.
He took some puplls and did the best he.could.

Meanwhile, whenever he made his exit from the
theuter, great throngs of beauty-mad women awalted

his appearance and almost mobbed him In thelr sager-
ness to be near the Ideal of male grace and strength.

[ Michae/ Toxad krie, One o/ the
Sl st Noted of fPrs 5565 rs LRarecemy

The performances were studlied by thousands, rathep
than admired. Here and there In fashionable circleg
the “Russian waltz,” a tempestuous performance that
calls for all the swift agility the most nimble dancer
can command, began to be a favorite number.

In the United States the fame of the Russlan walts
promptly tlared as .far as Newport. Mrs, Pembroke
Jones let It be known that as soon as Mordkin came
over he should demonstrate the steps at her Newport
resldence, Sherman Lodge. Everybody rose to the
tiptoe of antlcipation,

But whether the tiptoes of practice—and nothing
short of them will serve the terrific new waliz—will
be felt Is yet a little doubtful, Whilse London's delight
In It was just beginning to be noteworthy, Queen Mary
let it ba known that for mil dancing functions at which
the was present the undignified romps to which so-
clety has beén addlcted of late must be omitted. Mord-
kin and the Russian waltz wers not referred to; ignor-
ing both of them, while condemning in general the
clame to which they belonged, was the most effective
reproof.

Her majesty's dlctum Is not, however, quitq so final
as Queen Victoria's used to be, and Englifih soclal
pleasures have loosened up amazingly since American

high spirits became a factor over there. 1In the United
States the humble submission to Britilsh standards of
conduet, which prevalled years ago, Is just as llable
to be laughed at as It Is to be considered serlously, Bo
the Russlan waltz stands a good chance of having at
least one season of sweeping popularity here,

Mordkin Is only one of the men whose grace has
enthralled femininity abroad. It would be a mistake
to say that Paviova and the other women dancers of
the new Russian invaslon are entirely eclipsed by thea
men. They are not. Mrs. Asquith, wife of the prime
minister of Great Britaln, hay set quite a soclal vogue
for Paviova, and Catrina Geltzer, the Russlan ballerina
who appeared Iin ““The Dance Dream,” gne of the coro-
nation ballets over there, hus been crealing A sensa-
tion all her own,

But her partner, M. Tichomireff, has steadily ad-
vanced In popularity, He secems to h:n'e’, in common
with the other men dancers who come out of Russla, a
physical beauty that is irresistlble 1o women and an
obvious strength, underneath the supple grace of hls
movements, which compels the respect of the men

The truly dominant new stur of this brilliant little
group Is, however, M. Nyinzky, a dancer who figured
In the sensativnal ballet of “Schehernzade” nt Covent
Garden, For him the waiting throngs have an eager-
ness of welcome that argues something more than
love of the artistic and beautiful. The influence ol
Bex seems to radiate from hiin mnd bring his enthusi-
asts to him In abject shoals. Nor are the common run
of people alone In their extruvagant devotion to him.
He figures as the most popular drawing card at pri-
vate entertialnments, especlally for fashionable women
who, two or three years ago, would have resented nd
an uffront the intimatlon that they could possibly
devole an evening to a functiun alimply because 1 mun
dancer happened to be engaged by the hostess et 2500
per dance.

The ballet In which he appears Is universally rec-
ognizred as the imit to which erotic danecing can go.
YWhen It comes to the harem scene, where the beautl-
ful odnlisques riot with the stalwart Ethioplans they
have admitted to the forbldden walls, audiences have
falrly gasped at the abandon of the dancing and nvalt
in shocked apprehension the c¢limax. It i’n harmless
enough; but the Pritish stage has never had such a
pace of passion set for it

Nyinsk!l Incks utterly the Infty type of boauty that
characterizes Mordkin, whose chireled features and

GUESS my kite and ball and bat
Will have to do without me,
For school’s begun and I must go;
But they can think about me.
We've had s fine old time this year
That we will all remember.
But this vacation was so short—
From June just till September.

This goin’ back to school again
Would be a great deal better

If 'twasn’t for the startin’ in
And stoppin’ your forgetter

Bo sudden-like and painful that
It almost makes you holler.

It seems as if for one week more
I'd almost ghve s dollar.

There may be some place, somewheres, that
The boys just have vacation,

Without this goin’ back to school
To spoil anticipation.

T wisht I knew where that place was;
You bet I'd go and find it.

When 1 get big—but what’s the usel
By that time I won't mind it.

They say some fellers like to go

To school and mind the teachers;
But~mebbe thgt's just like pa says,

That folks is all queér creatures,
And people can’t be quite the same

As even their own brothers,
8o when some fellers don’t like school, ~
It's mebbe fine for others.

‘whare the chairs do be fastened to the flurs, an
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curling hair might belong to some boy favorite of old
Rome or to the original of some Greclan status af
Hermes. - %

The Nyinsky type is dellcate enough, but semsufl.
with the grosser features and the flaming eyes popu-
larly supposed to go with intense natures. He looia
fierlly troplcal, and his dancing bears out the promisé -
of his looks. -

The enormous vogue that has attended the appear= 5
ance of these men dancers seems, thus far, to have-
daunted rather than inspired them with the vaniticsy
of singers and actors suddenly taken up by soclety,

They haven't acquired the self-satisfied airs of the -
famous tenor wheo Iimagines he owns all wemen & o
hearts, They are rather llke poor working men, wihh
pasis of rigld economy and hard commaon sense, who
drop Into fortune. It seems so unreal to them that}
they won't let a penny slip. They llve modestly and -
hoard all their earnings, for such great Incomes a8 =
they are recelving now, between their salaries ard
thelr fees, will amount in & short time to independent
fortunes In Russla. 1

That Is one reasgon why they are preserving tha
respect that ls pald to them as men, and perhaps Itis
another reason why they remain the Idols of thé
women, for it leaves them beyond possession.

Doesn’t Speak as He Passes *

Himself By Z;; L

Ul" NEAR Tidloute there is a man who has " &

alone for twenty yvears, His house clings to" N
slde of Knob HIill at Its steepest and most um= |
inviting place. His name Is James, but any one wha
happens to know him and speaks to him at all cils
him “Jimmy." . o
Jimmy got Into the habit of talking to himself J
years ngo, soon after his wife disd. He has entertained
himself in & conversational way since then withsug
interruption until yesterday. )esterday Jfnmy fell “‘.- :
with himself, it seems, over somg trifling matter, ‘no '-[
doubt, and all colloquial relations abruptly ceased. ¥,
At least that was the inference drawn by Dhn
Hopkins, who happened to meet Jimmy on the rokd ©
leading to town. o 3
“Hello! Jimmy!" yelled Hopkins, “how are YW
today ad _
*] don't know.,” replled Jimmy, with & trace of irmle &

tation in his velice, "1 aln't on speakin’ terms "l."it

meeself jist now.” w e

What Would the Next Row Be‘;’

ENNIS FLINN had cleaned out the town Rhell
D after shows, political meetings, lectures, C
orial day exercises and other doings for '
teen years without making a single complaint, 4
last he fancled he had a klck coming, and he
Iinto the mayor's office Lo register iL
“What is it, Dennis,” asked the mayor, as Dan
meekly entered. Jor
“It's about the hall, yer haonor, The byes stand up kg
the rear, they do, an' they chew an’ they spit durin’
intire performunce. An’ not a wor-rud would Ol #8
ver honor, but the varmints—they will spit all ave
legs of the chalrs in the back® row, and on the ?I

to stoop down %
would ask ov

work It s for & man of me a{o
werub’ It aff. There's a favor Ol
honor this mornin’ in resplet to 1"
“What Is thnt, Dennia " Lt
“Indade, O) would ask yer honor for permission
authority to do away wit' the back row of
intoirely Nobody lolkes to sit in the back row

¢

how, yer honor, an' sinselegs it I to have it in the
at all, at all."” 4
Poor, Indeed

TAX collector In a Pennsylvania county returfisd
A an assesament of $10,000 against & Mr. Miser [SES

bonds belleved to be owned by him sod not |
for taxation. Mr. Mizer appenled to the count
missioners to vacate the assessment, allegin
possessed no such bonda. Mr, Miger wi Illblzﬂ
vigorous examination as to the taxable prope
owned, but he disclosed very little if any, 1n ¢
ing the hearing the chalrman of ths board 01‘ 3
sloners remarked: A b

“We are convinced, Mr, Mizer, that th: 1Y
made & mistake in assessing you for the NI:I. ndl 4
have concluded to cancel your sntire t,x m, B8 We
are patisfled from your ludmo&r befare
that Eou not only do not own thy Ml& in questls
but that you do not even own up. NG W
20 T

room, was dlsturbed one
of her father, who @i




