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SYNOPSIS OF PREVIOUS
) INSTALLMENTS
Prentiss, comes L0 New

i New

¥ Aol-ni Washingion to General Putnam On the wharf

& opposite fhe Brigunting 1nn. at the (oot of Hroad street I
moets Mr. Dann and his partner, Mr. Camp, two ' Tory m-f;l
chante; Aldo Miss Peggy Camp, & niece of the merghant &/
an exceadingly handsome dameel.

A Mr. Camp, p chalerle old gentleman, gels Into & Als
with & 1ot of roughs, George rescues him and whips the bully
of the wharf, 10 the evident adiniration of Miss Camp- TH®
affray s onded by the arrival of Lieutensnt Herbart ?‘.lmv
s nephaw of the merchant, and & deinll of eolonial “_ﬂiarl:i

: Washington himself s expected soon In New Youl a0
e the dimpatches decorge carries, relating to hip plans, are thes "r'
tore of great importance. The young man refuses 10 Jalive
them to Major Hyde, a cousin of Miss Camp, who ia in chnr.tt
: of Putnam’s headguariors, and Insisty on seeing the general
3 himaelf. The Iatter 1akes & great jiking to the young fellow
; and Alsmigses hiin with an Injunciion to hold himpelf 10
readiness for Gimpoertent duty I
3 After leaving Guneral Putnam, (George goes to Lhe King's
Arms., the chief hosteiry of New York at that time, for dain-
Fer To his table thers comes & big, boorish fetlow, who 1:
ey ldontly socking a quarrel. Near them, ai another uhle.dﬂu
M. Camp, Mr Dana and Lieytenant Herbert Camp, lﬂw.
transpires that Mo Cminp I8 trylng io take his nephew B ’.’
from the ccloninl cnuse. A threat of disinherit&nce seems
fneffectunl tn thin, spd the strange bully, who hag béen 0%‘|
ertly lstenipg to the convermatlon, glves no further troubie
¢ Aany one
\'.'I’n-ﬂ‘llu- rmenl ts over and the Camp party has teft, GeorEe
ovarhears the bully, named Blade, tell Major Hyde an Hens
derson, a fopplels dragoon, that there Wis no necesnlty T‘n
plck & quarrel with young Camp, as he seemed likely to be
A deinherited, abyaow bacauso of his stubbornhess. hie infer-
efice was that Hyde would get Caimp's money without dealing
violently with the lleutenant
Next, George is summoned by Genera) Pulnam, who asslgnn
hini o ferret out the sples I the colonfal srmy, 8 many
men have takepn service undey Wlllhm!llon nlrr_el{ to keep the
British informed of what I8 going ab, He [# to go to the
Wheat Sheaf Tnn, where Mr. hs wahted (o medt bim.

On the evening of the day I‘ lowlng Geolge goes (o the
Wheat Sheal lon, on the oulskirie of t

o clty, l‘;Jha direc-

tlen of Harlem heights. He learns Ihﬂl_ll In & rendexvops of

g coloninis whose loyalty to Washington's aroly ‘- in grase

h doubt. Not leng after arriving &t the inn he mests Lieule rln

' Herbert Camp, with whom he ha# quite 8 conversation, This

lemds him to belleve thatp the MHelitenant has thought the

butter of Jowing an mh-rluncf of uxl!; thuuuml nmh_lud

has rewolved 19 vast his lol with th ritlsh. Whils Ill:’j Bre

talking, a apy, Jisguised ga & peddier, enters an gu i_lnnl

K George as te what ship brought him to Now York luly

quickly reacn an goderstanding, which, howsyer, in rudsly
interrupted Ly the eptrapes of a fla of colonial rﬂlﬂ"‘r‘-

Prentiss aud Cdinp are bound Ly the colonials, whilg the

supposcd peddier, with the strengih of & Jloh, his

captors, bounds through a window and escapes, While wer

are beltig Interrogited there |p & scufMe Bnd than, ejr

mipazemoent, Peggy (Tamyp lr brought th, Bhe refuses to ex-

pialn why she has been sapying sabout the inn, but the colonlal

soldivre Qb kl\ﬂlrn that lhb‘ ll'ltl'.n”!lll\';_lrr'l:r:f_ﬂl” her and

double thelr #fforis to penatrale © r

: ™ sﬁ-an while Grorge Ands that his bonds have partly slipped,

| and while the trio are helng led from the room he n his

! arme, throts back the soldiern, plches away thelr cked

v aims And the three escape through a dark hall T™h reach

New York ln stefety on horses belonging to the colonials, the

other muountn ha~fig been stampeded to prevent quick pur-

’ suit. Neither George nor Peggy undersiands how the other

ceame 1o be at the suspected Inng and the next Any, In nr‘-.lu

to prevent Leirasing the givl ahd her bhrother, tha young New

Englan@ur revurcs his releass from the secrel misslon, General

Putnam shtrewdly hinting that the reawon is-well underatond

¥ Boon afterward George meets Not Dreweler. n companion

in mtmn, who has been assigned o the tank of ferrating ml!

the traftors. After several monthe he diseovers & plot to blow

up the colonial magasines, ind with Georngen ald, siaris to

run down Lhe conspirators.  Georg discovers that one of tha

ehbef-plotters s supposed to be the former ‘voloninl Heutennnt,

Herbert Camp. - :
fame ume afterwnrd George visits the (CAMDS, whers
When all are supposcd o have retired for

nttention, and

Hyde ta staying I ) \hle R iract his
. severnl susplcious things c
ihe night. se ehgiel koows he s after Informn.
ace that he

he overhents Pogey saylhg (het ghe

tlon that will hurm her brotiser, and ghat she will
KO*R 10 where he
by means of an old portrait

George them his room,
“shadowed’
While he Ip pretending to doze, & plstul
holes and a I-ull‘aﬂ -;'h'-u;--
% head He maye nothing nexy morning. sand when he
:,4?1\:'!":“ to his dullen he engages In the battie of Long lsland,
in which Washington is finally driven from New York

(GeOTRE"
York with dispateches from Gene

STRUNG, hardy, well-favored Englander

pule

can do nothing
knows jfe 1 holug
. with removable ryes
Barcel is inserted into one of the ¢
r

-' - (CONTINURED FROM LAST SUNDAY)
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o CHAPTER XIX
Describes How George and His Friend Start Upon
a Dangerous Mission

HE next two weeks were
filledd with memorable
events, they saw the exe-
cutlon of the daring
young schoolmaster, Na.
(hhan Hale] they witnessed
the thronging of the Brit-
‘e warships Into the
Hudson and the landing
of Clinton’s heavy force
on Manhaitan lelapd, at
Kips Bay, and alsu they
saw the masslng of
Washington's battered
wurmy upon Harlem
Helghts

Then began a serdes of
desperale . ventures wilth
fireships, sallying purties
und ralds, In which the
prutal Heerslans had a
vhance to show thelr
quality; Fort Washington
wits (aken by Hlowe, and
then began the terrible
retrent  avross  the  Jer-

E0Y N Cornwallls, re-
lentless as w bloodhound,
hung upon the trall of the
American army. -+ Al New-
ark his wdvance gudard en-
tived the town as ithe
American rear was Jeav-

- g M, at Trenton e
3ritiale reached the banks of tne Peliware only (o see

e camtipiires of the patriots burnlng on the opposile side,
New Jorsev pow fell into A #Stule of terrur, the

‘Hessianw overian everything., 1'ollowing the exur‘!]ple

of “thelr leaders, they plundered left nnd right. None
eecaped them, Torles siffered as well as  patriots;

Bousss “protected” by the sign manunl of Cornwallis
himself wers d- women and ohildren were Yurned

¢ Jeut into the Loy call with searce enough to cover

3 Them In oa splolt of retatiition, the American troops

v on the west of the Delawnre also enterad jnto ine

game of pilaee. for miles and miles they looted the

wmes of mll suspected of belng In sympathy with the

British, Thix grow (n extent until Washington posted

—
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-
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moxt gevere ponsltios for all engaged In plunder,
Yo he Kuowiedee of what way goelng on in New
Jeywey excited the moest bitter hatred against the
Messwianw  Tv the Awmerieans, both in and out of the
> mrimy, these terman mercenaries were Jttle better
than savagerse i those civilinns upon the west bhank
Mved In mottnl dresd of the day that they should
crpss the vivel

‘ But thraugh bowll Washington and 1hose nearesy

4 Shim remalned calnr, they watched and walted, and all

2 the time they strove o gel thelr forces Into shape to
Birike a Blow that wonld he at once quick sndd deadly

The-devala wl thy Hes=luns brought horror to all
who henrd of them, but to none did the measure seem
£0  Tull aw tre ieorge D'rentlss When saome fresh
enarmity vremcied hiw ears, there alwiave flushed upon

1 4 stately manor house in the pos-

s geuslnn of thosi Wiehs rufflans, he waw gl=o a white-

Yuved girl et o helpless old man, and none to 1L
& hund In thelr defopse

CShoull cou ey cpesr the Jersevd, 1nil" old Camp
Jhad sald, “ontt il hunt us o The Elms, we
*cnll the pluce. nnd 11« Jers than a doken miles out of
the tawpn of Trenlon

A doxen miles! Tt sl then, b jn the very heart

o of the sotion where all wae plllaging and burning

. and Cooper Begun (o notlees the CAROINPSS

which George ®ourhy news from arcross the

fg *omething maore than commen' esald VOUng
Conper Faery vitiee lie gots he's riding along the
s@hare: ag night nothing 8fems wo attractive to him as
the firelizhty on the Jersey sldo.  He watches them
by tha hour*

1 “He mays nothing, thongh!” replied Nat Hrewster,
“and I've gotten the Impression that whatever {t s
that's on his mind, it's sonicthing he wante to keepFito
Limealf. 8o I've never usked lim any guestians.'

s e afternoon, only a few davs after the ahove

il words were spoken, Hrewsier. grave faced and qulet,

Pl opened the door of the hut which the threg had

} serected for ehelter.

s, *Thers's work to do' he viated, as lie sat down

1 before the fire,

\ “Is  there over anything clse? asked the round-

faced Pen Cooper “ICw chopping or digglng for some,
vor it's rwiding and ruphing “for others. No one need
W .met rusty for lack of exercise hore™

. Bul George, watching his friend's face closely, saw
- that something Important was under way, ’

“What is it?" he nsked

- "Volunteers are demnandpd
flearn the cnemies’ strengih ™
" “You are one?’ and George sprang up, knockin
¢ over the stool upon which ho had been sitting fn
< chauking the crazy Httle hut to vibrate with his eager-
Yol NOKS,
] Nat nodded

crosn the river and

George dashed open the door and was

away, The winter blast swept In and the blaze
£ roared up the rude chimney  Ben closed the door, his
=" lips "!l\ltkl—l‘l'ﬂ In a whistla.
L “There, now.,"” sald he “What did T tell you?

Bomething's over there,” and he jgrked his head In the

r direction of the river, “that's on his mind. The only
§  wonder to me Is that he hasn't crossed beforevnow,
| ardery or no orders.™

Iy In about hnlf an hour George reappeared
“f go with you,” he sald, his evex allght and with

R _imore spring In his step than they had meen for some
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time. Thelr arms hung upon the wall, and Instantly
he took down hig pistol and began pufting it in order,
“\We start &t once,” he continued. “And as 1 happen
to know a -place where wo can orosg without much
danger of being seen, midnight should find us within
the lines of the enemy.”

“T'here 18 no need te hurry mallers,” answered
Nal, yuletly. “Great speed at a time ke Lhls |ls as like
to bring disaster as anything elege. Thke time; more
thun bustle will be required to land us within the
Hritish lines—Iin safety.”

Ho--rﬁg had grEat respect for Browster's shrewd-
ness and resoyrcefulnass, so holding his eagerness in
chiwek, he syt down and began recharging the Sllml.

“You've been thinking the magter over?’ gald he, to

Nat

The latter nodd®d L

We have no pagsword,” sald he slowly, "and even
I we hnd 1 doubt If it would be of muph service *’It‘l
thie Hesslann They eeem to disregard everything but
thelr own deslres. Like as not we'd alr"‘r hdve a
musket ball or bayonet planted In our }u les If we
encountersd them In any other way tharh.ene hich
plen=ed them."

Beorge lovked up from the plstol

iy you kndw af anything that would be pleasant

to lhem?®"

“I think sv.” sald Nat. "You ses, the countryaside
#ll about ‘I'renton is being drawn upon for provisions
or the troopm™

A set look came into young Prentiss' riouth; his eyes
grew hard In the firellght.

"o on'” he sald
5 “If we can cromss the river tonight and make our
way some digtance Into the interior, perhups we can
mewt with the wnms that bring In the foruge. Kvery
American to he found is Impressed to help In this
work. Al we need do is to show esurselves, and as ihe
bringers of food we'll pigs muster.'

“’I‘hut Is a good plan enough,” $uld George. |
necept Iy oas It stanmde ™

“You would aceept any plan that promised to land

You acrass the Delaware,” was Ben Cooper's thought

as he listened and watched. “And you'd not question
any of them.”
And eo |t transplred that as the early December

evening fell two loutish-looking fellows made thelr

way toward the Dielaware al a polnt some divtance
beyond the American lines. The wind that wwept up
from the deep, dark river was loy and damp: for ull

thelr greatcoats and muflling neckerchiefs, they shivered
and swung their arms for warmth.

Onece upon the bank, they paused
to see miore than w few feet about
his posirion.

“There should be a tree somewhere near here,” he
told Brewster, “and under the bank there is an
ferry that must have floated down before the
began to form."”

“Perhaps it has floated further,” suggesied Nat

Geotge, unable
him, tried to sense

“No; you see, 1 thought It might be useful and [
made It fast"
They moved carefully along the bank; at length

the tree, gaunt and dead looking in the spllitiing cold,
could be dimly seen  And frozen fast in a lttle runiet
they found the boart, ;

t required more than an hour'y hard work to
free it from the ice; then, with the heavy sweep, they
smashied the formation that extended out from the
bank, and were aflodt The polnt was some dozen
miles above Trenton, and the ice floes were thick and
running freely with the tide. RBut they boldly ven-
tured ouy Into the darkness, the sweeps pulling
atoutly, and now and then used to pole off thaty float-
ing lce which impeded their progress. The oulpost
fires of the enemy, which gleamed ke red sparks
from the eastern shore, served as a gulde to them,;
without these they would bave been lost among the
floen For well on to two hours they etrained and
tugged, and at length the heavy bow of (he ferry
crushed through the thin lee on the Jersey side, and
they scrambled ashore,

The tlda had carried them well down townard the
Hesnlan outposts, and turning thelr buacks upon (hese
they trudged thelr way along n snowy rosd thal ren
northeast. As the night went on It grew colder and
colder; more snow bhegan to fall; they could feel [ty
wet softness upen thelr faces. From far off in the
distance a bell struck the hour mournfully,

“Midnight,” sald Nat.

“And gettlng colder

t_ivurgo. .
The white of the snow pressed in upon them from
the further darkness, and the way grew more and
more difficult.  Suddenly Brewster felt his  friend
clutch his arm. 9

“Nat,”"’ eald George T.ook there"

: IA faint point Jnum appeared from off
right.

“It'n moving.'"" spoke Nat,

“More than likely o lanthorn,' sald young Prentiss.

They paused and watched the Hmmeér of light;
IHttle ¥y lttle it drew nearer, ‘he ,bearer of the
lanthorn apparently had great trouble in making his
wauy along, for his pace was very wlow,

“"He's plii'»wl‘nn through the drifts,” sald George.
“It must be open fielde in the direction from whh-h
he's commg.”

But at last the stranger struck the road and his
pace Ingcreased; In a very little time they could hear

every moment” answered

to the

old *
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him feet crunching the enow; then they caught the

growllng undertone of angry words,

“Sa there’'s two of them,” whispered Nst.

“No, he's talking to himsell."

Nearer came the llght bearer; and they could now
distinguish what he wsald.

“That I should live to sece the day.” he mumbled.
“That I should llve to see an English King send such
# horde of rascally dogs down upon his people LKA,
did | =av? ‘They'd shume the name of dogs, a decent
cur would not own them.”

Grumbling and llumpiuf in the snow, he passed them
unnoticed; a stout fAgure In & heavy clonk and with »
broad woolen scarf boumd over his hal, adowu his
enrs and knpotted under his chin. A ttTe distance
away they saw the light halt, then came the ruttling
of n- lock and ghain, and the ,door of a low barnlke
gtructure creaked open. 'he mun set his lamp down
within, stamped the snow from his feet dnd then
closed the door, At onve Ueorge began mqkl{:l his
way toward the Dbullding, but Ney twok him by the
arm,

“What are you going to do?” -

af somethin

“I want 1o make sure )
Carafully they erept townard the bullding, but be-

Tore they reached it thers cume 8 low knocking,

“Who's there?' came the volve of the man who hn_d
borne the lanthorn. “Who comes knocking at Lthis hour?”!
"Open the door, 1t Ix I7 ?

At once the donr reopened: a second and alighter

form Mited in, and aguin It closed.

“Mtay here,' whispered George to hls friend, *I
shall only be gone g shart time. Keep a lookout.”

“Very well,” replled Brewster,

George stole nway toward the huollding; it proved
to be i log structure, chinked with clay, its one win-
dow hiad Leen broken, apparently, for some hourus

wers roughly natled gdero=s the opening and the seams
between stuffod with rags.  Ig required] bul 4 mement
fur him to work an opening In one of the seams large
enough to enable him to obtain a view of the in-
terlor

There was A celling, -through
which protruded wisps of rye slraw; the room was
Niled with smole; tnere Waes ne chimney o carry it
off, und the fire, which burned in the center, threw |t
directly Intn the voom.  The flrst thing that George
henrd was o prolonged Mt of voughing: he could dimly

low, rudely raftered

make out two forms thrnough the blue haze, but not
enough to hr-luul-a]. l-ui',t-rlr-l'. In &8 manner, his sus-
jong proved o e currect,

pic l--';“‘;, th[nk_" snid the volee of the man with the
janthorn, “that 1 should ever be Dbrought to thls.
strangled in A hovel not fit for beasts, But I'll be even
with them or my name Is pot Camp.

® 10 was he, then” breathed the walcher softly.

There came the flapping of g broad hat within and

ke begun to thin "
the e the only bullding left on the place?” asked

a second volce.

“The only one Every other 1s burneg to the
round.”
¥ “The rascals!” sald the socond voles,

“Rascals! They are the most murderous villalne
unha';x::‘l! They :lnp ut nothing, 1 held the ‘protec-
tlon® of Lord Cornwallis beforg thelr cyes—there wns
his signature and seal as plain as dnyr—hulﬂl may A8
well have shown It to a drove of mad bulls,

“I§ there no way of punishing them?"

“Naone., Thelr own rommanders alone have authority
over them: and they are as bad as the rank and fle.

There wis A I.ﬂllzﬂe:d!t;‘inll hmdﬂ”i‘ﬁl éar.nln for a mo-

the smoke eddied and whirled.
mﬂ"’!lL‘aundfnrtunmn." exclnimed Merchant Camp, amidst
another fit of c‘?u.hlnx. “that you got your sisier Peggy
a“q}}'ler;iml:t.’;l:m;ln‘,” breathed the one oulslde, for the
firet time realizing to whom the second volee helongel.

“It. wouldn't have done to have left her hereabouts
with the country overrun by those wretches of Heanalans.'"

“You placed her with the Ilnwksworths? :

“Yes, And ahe s perfectly sufe there, for Hiaowks-
worth has some Britlsh army friends t:.luarlared with
them-—-a colonel and a lleutenant general, ,

ood,’” sald Mr. Camp, vastly plensed, “Bhe's safe
enough, then. But, I'll any now that 1 trembled for her
)M"md?-mlld have' been best M you both had remalned
in Ngw York.” e

N rancled that T left there to escape persecution,
said the old Tory, bitterly., “But I must say that the
rebels were as mild as children when compnred with
these who rhould be our friends.' .

“They tried to be just, ay all events' sald Herbert
Camp. .

‘Yes, yes, T see that now, though T dido’t then. m!t
] see many things now, as & matter of fact, that I didn’t
pee then, 1 once thought Mr, Washington a great villain;
bt now I conslder him a brave and honest and able
gentleman—one who han clung to his bellefn In the face
of defeat;.and one who wlil contipue to o ¢ling until
the last.''

“1 have often heard you express admiration- forl
tenacity of purpose and for the man who had the cour-
age of his convictions.” sald Hefbert,
willing enough 1o have me change my coat."

“My boy,” and there wosg a curious little break In
the old man's volee, “the day that you threw down the
sword you had taken up for the colonles was one of the
bitterest tn my Iife.”

‘was bloc

"And yet you were -
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“Grumbling and stamping in the snow, he passed
them unnoticed.” '

There came an exclamation from Herbert:
spoke ng words, .

“"When | threatened to strike you from my will,”
continued the old Tory, "I did It through motives of
pride. 1 wanted 1o show my frlends how strong the
family character was; I desired to convince them as to

s ruggedneas and firmmoess and truth. 1 sald Lo vou in
the presence of all: "Give up your principles or give up
my mohey.' 1 expeocted (o A8e you throw the Insult back
Into my_teeth—uncle and all ap | was, But you shumed
nia; youfcaused my pride 1o fall in ruins about me. You
took me 81 my word, You truded sour honor' for money,'

“Uncle!” Oeorge heard o scraping of feét which told
him that Herbert Camp had sprung up; and there was a
ring in his volee that theilled. Do you mean to say that
you'd have been better plessed had | held to the Amerl-
van cvause?"'

"1 do. Btrange as It may seen, I do say It. You
woiuld have ahown that you were honeat and steadfast,
even though 1 thought you wrong.  As it 18—

Ha Ald not complete the scenience and for a space
nothing more was suld, Then Herbert spike ovnce more,

but he

“Buppose,” sald he, “suppose that | should tell you
that 1 hud not been false to my principlea?”

“What !

“Buppose 1 should tell you that I still cherlsh the

canuse of the colonies &s 1 do ny own life?

“Do you mean thi=?" And the old man's volce rang
sharply.

1 do.” -
8o then,” mund there was Litter anger In the tones,
“you pretended? You tried to humbug me? You were
willing to stvop to & mesan deception in order that you
might retnln my good will?” .

“Uncle!™

"That,” sternly, “ls perhaps worse than the other
thing of whivh 1 thought you guiliy. Out of your own
mouth you have proved yoursellf a degigning—"

But here the yvoung man slu,.yn] libm.

CWalt,” sald he; “uncle, wait! Hefore you say any-

thing more listen to me for g moment.
have decelved vou,”

“Hah!"

“Biut not for the mean reason that yvou suspect. True,
It pleased me to be named your helr; true, also, that
I wns disappointed when you made your ultimatum. [
will pot try to hide It, And I scvemed to fall Into your
desires, an [ have sild: but not becnuss | hoped to gain
your fortune by it. No, there wa# another reason.'’

“What other reagon could you have™

“Glve me n moment and [ wll] try to make all plain
1o you, It had come to my ears that o plot was on fool—
the same that eventually resulted In the hanging of
Hickey, one of General Washington's guard, Wlhen you
made 3‘{_!0!' proposal It Instuntly occurred to me that rf 1

your ‘rie“-n. I might be able to

It is true thay 1

seemed to fall In with
lrar!:‘:\rlmt wihs going forward.'”

SARY

“A renegnde, vou know, s alwnye the most enger to
proceed agalpst his former friends, and I hoped that this
fact would gain me credit among my couniry's foes
Belleve e, uncle, it hurt me to decelve you. | longed to
tell you plainly that | was only acting a part: in the face
of gaining—as [ thought—only your anger, I wanted to
tell you. Hut 1 dared not. T knew that you, a king's
man, would warn those concerned. ’

And then thers was Peggy'!' There was A moan in
the young man's voles; .apd George Prentiss, rvecallln
his wullen face and heavy, brooding brows, was uurprl..ecr
‘You know, uncle, wkat we glwnys thought of each mhur'
You know that we were Insgparable from childhood. And
you'also know what an ardent friend to colonlal lberty

she |a.""

P!s}:;“(“ George jurl smothered an
-nmp a patriot! A patriot! And he had th
harﬁ;ul'rt;r:ffh t: ¥, IfI l.hllf WBI‘;.: the cose-! sy
e had no time for thought. Herbert w
!pe’l.f‘ll} . n};u:l :wh could not lose n word, o W e
‘“And when she heard of my supposed changa o
she did not say & word, but the wuy she Iunksd u{ fﬁg"{'
shall never forget, Contempt was the weakest thing In It
~—~scorn wap there, and pu{ also, For a moment | felt
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“"Success?' ‘There was a
Merchant Camp's volce,

‘astonlshed outery,

note of Interrogation
“And were you successful

"No." The regret In the young man's volce was un-
doubted, "Mlisfortune i!ossed me constantly. At first I
was reported as a traltor (0 General Putpam and was
quietly arrested. Hut I convinced him of my Innocence,
explained to him my plan and was |Iberated that I might
carry It out."

“And* what was this plan?"

*It was to gain the good will of Governor Tryon, In,

the firat fh“; but this 1 could never do—the way to him
ed by the very persons whom I suspected.”
“And who wers they?" X

At this moment Gearge felt a hand lald upon his
arm; he turned, the heavy piatol leaping from his belt,
but Nat Brewster's volce whispered in his ear:

“Some one’s coming this way."

Cautiously they drew hack from the hut, and when
they had reached a safe distance, they paused, knes deep
fn the snow, and listened,

Whips were snapping. horses were floundering through
the drifts, men‘'s volces were erying out nha;gir.

A provision train,” sald Nat. “A provision train,
bound for Trenton, as sure as you lve'" y

-

CHAPTER XX

Tells How Nat Recrossed- the River and How
George Remained Behind

ND it proved that Nat was right A half-doze
clumsy=-looking sleighs,-drawn by farm horse
came lumbering slowly along the road: in the
light of the lanthorns that swung upon the

slde of each thae two young men saw that the vehicles
were piled high with sacks of flour, barrels of salted
meat, bacon, hams and slaughtered hogs and sheep.

The drivers clump-clumped along doggedly by the
side of thelr horses: at-the front and rear of the train
rods a party of horsemen.

“There ls the opportunity you spoke of across the
river, just as though It had been made to your order,”
sald George lowly. “But how are we going to take
advantage of it?"

"Lat us follow on behind, They may*stop some-
where, and we can happen along—two honest and
rather . thick-witted fellows that we are-—and who
knows but that something might turn up?"

Allowing the slelghs and the hersemen to proceed
a certain distancg they fell I behind and trudged In
thelr tracks. George's mind was full of what he had
Just heard; but try as he might, he could not reconclle
them with the facts as he knew them,

"'One thing ‘alone' convicth him and shows me con-
clusively that his tale was merely an Invention,”
reasoned the young New Englander, “and that s tha
letter of the Britlsh governor Tryon to the Tory
mayor of Na.w York. . In that Tryon recommended thla
very young man to the mayor as one to be trusted—
ong who had rved him before and would again. And
yet he has just told his uncle that he attributed the
non-succezs of his '‘plan’ to the fact that he could

fever galn Tryon's confldence.”

Here he was aware that Nat had halted, and so
drew up beside him. .

“They have stopped.,” sald Brewster. "Now s ol
chance. Remember, now, vou are a thick-headed lou
willing to work and willing to take kicks and cufy
for your pay.”

Adopting a galt In character, they shambled on and
into the light of the sleigh lanthorns. The traln had
arrived before a roadside Inn of a low 1ype. The.
drivers were slrusxilnfl to draw thelr sleighs up to

1

the side of this, bhut e drifta were deep and the
horses sullenly refuged ito exert themselves .
The oifcer In command of the guard flew into &

rage and, brandishing his riding whip, shooted:

“Plgs! Have you no brains? You must first a way
make. Come, now! Shall 1 stand for you here In
the colq?"’

The Arivers, who were apparently farmers of con-
sequence, impreesed by the Hesslans, muttered among
themselveés rebelllously. And it waa here that the
two rough figures came up from the rear, wsolzed
shovels from the slelghs and fell to on the drifta,

“Ach! das lss gut!" approved the German officer,
“Here men are who can work."

In & very short time the sleighs were through the
drifts and the soldiérs were thronging the Inn, drink-
ing hot drinks, smoking wooden plpes and talking in
thelr thick native dlalect. In about an hour they wera

" ready to start once more upon the cold road to Tren-

ton. But as they filed out and mounted, the two sup-
posed country bumpking bent low over the blaze upon
the hearth and seemed content to rémain where they
wers, The leader of the Hesslans expied them, how-
ever, and his heavy lnsh anapped about thelr ears,

"hut with you'!" he crled. "Shall wa Hesse men
into the cold go and youn two plgu stay by the fire?”

“But,” protested Nat In a dull sort of way, “wa
are oln‘f fo gtop here for the night.”

"r}un er und bltz!" exclalmed the officer, “shall [
tell you again! Out with you, and be quick! BSuch as
you may needed be before we are far gone on our
Journey.”

B0 out the two darted, dodging the lash, and took

up places beside the slelghs, still making a pretense
ul protesting, #nd then awaev they went towarid
Trenton. The snow fell (hickly and steadily, the road

grew more and more difficult; at length, at daybreak,

they mighted the town, and an hour later they weras
unloading the stores,
This onece finished, the two yvoung men had 1ttla

difficulty In slipping away; and then began thelr work
of obgserving the enemles’ position, numbers and gen-
eral frame of mind. Bome days passed, dayvs of hard-
ship and hard usage. With thelr rough dress, their
unkempt heads of halr and Erlm)’ faces und hands.
they were the bults of the brutal mercenaries that
filled the town. They were forced to do all sorta of
menial and laborlous work, but as this #)ermilmd
them to galn entrance at! points where Information
wis o be had, they fell In with the demande of the
IHeaslans readily enough. Little by Hitle they gath-
ered and treasured the kernels of the facts that would
e of use to Washinglon; one by ona their keen glances
pleked out the weak points of the enemy.

To the British sand (he [lessiuns the American
army war a displrited and broken crew of raga-
muffine. They knew how to run and dodge, that was
all.” At Trenton, all across the Jersevs und at New
York carelesw confidence was supreme 1Mowe was
quartered at Manhattan for the winter, his troops
were negligently stretehed from Rrunswick to the

Ivelaware., Three regimenty of Hesslans under Coalonel
Hahl oceupied Trenton and the towns nearby, and thae
general conduct of these fAlled the two =ples with
sullsfuction

That fron discipline that has ever marked the Ger-
man army, and which had been the particular charac-
teristic of the llessians =ince lauding In Ameriea, had
now relaxed, They held Washington In contempt.
Wihen one of tMe veteran oMeers suggested the erec-
tion of earthworks, Colonel Hahl langhed uproar-
lounly.

‘Iarthworks for thoge rots across the river! Ach!
you ure Joking!' was what hie sald  “ln a litie time
thers will be lee where there now Is -water: then we
will cross over and at them with the hayonet.'”

This attltude of thelr commander had been taken
up by the men,; they gave lltile thought to the anemy;
belng comfortable and having more than enough food
was of vastly grealer interest.

Cornwallls had secured leuve and wuas at New York
ahout to take ship for England, Grant, who was in
churge of the noble earl’s divigsion, thought almost as
meanly of the colonists as did Rahl.

All these things hecame Kkpuwn to the two eagers
eved young men und more. They had been In the town
perhaps a week, when one afternoon Brewsler sald:

“There 18 nothing more of value to be learned.
Buppose we try to get ncross the river tonlghn”

They stood at a point Jjusi abhove Trenton whers
thiay had (he stream In view, but were well oult o
sight of the guards,

"There ar¢g ho boats to be had,” =ald young Pren-

tiss.
“I tested the lce last night, almost opposite this
point,” sald Nart, “It was sirong encugh fto hear s

mun's welght then; and iU's been freesing hard ever
since.”

"Perhiaps It
gesied Goorge.

“1 had thought of that., We had belter go oneo at g
time. Then shiould an accldent happen one, the other
would still have u chance te gaet the Information to
camp in sufety.”

For a moment Ueorga wns sllent; then with A hand
upon his frlend’s shoulder, he sald:

“pDo you mind venturing first?
reasons for asking fhis of you"

“As well first asx last."

“If you get acrogs without harin, as |
will, 1 meun to, remain here for a little longer,
George,

“Remain!™
volee, “But why?
to learn."” ,

“The matter is a private one'
vSome time [ will expluin all, but not now.

Nothing more wus sald by Nat; of course, he whg
puzzled by his friend’'s voesolution; but as George's
manner sald ‘vlu!nly ns words it he did not cara to
be guestione ¢ was the last one In the world to
endenvor to learn more,

And that night they again sought the same spot;
the sky was high and starry, but there was no moon;
the river looked llke a greal snow-covered field of

would not bear two even now,"” suge

I have exvellonl

liope vou
" mpolkae

There was astonlshment In the other's
We liave learined all we can hope

rt-mrm_-d George.

lce.

“Just llght enough for me to see and not enough
for them (o see me'” snld Naf.

“I don't think you are golng to have much trouhle
in making the pasgage.” sald bis  friend.  “The (¢
looks firm encugh to support a troop of dragoons.*

“"Well, liere's for It; and I trust that you are right” ™\
They clasped hands Ughtly, ;

‘Don’t forget the signal that's to tell me that you

are sufely across—a fire upon the hilltop just above

here ¥
“1'41 ll¥ht It as moon as 1 arrive.”
#And I'll wateh here for it until midnight, If I
don't mee it by that time 1l be sure that somethin

has happened you and will make the atltempt myself.
G by,'’ sald Nat. o
"Goodby." -
A dark form flitted down to the river's edge and

stepped fearlessly upon the ice; then it headed for
the Penfsylvania shore and was soon lost to view.
The night was cold and still; George could hear the
crunching of his friend's shoes In the frozen suow for
some time afper he had lost sight of him. But after
a little, e\'sp that ceamad; he heard a clock strike 0
and then 10 from a tower In the towh; then followed
what seemed ages of walting. The watcher trembled
with the cold; his feet ware numbed, his hands were
useless. Just as 11 hoomed out, mournfully and far off,
there was a falnt flare from a knoll soross the river;
then It mounted to r ruddy hlage and George gave a
sigh of rellef.

"He's safe,” sald-he. "SBafe! And now 1 can ture
my hand to what 1 have to do of my own.”

. “(CONTINUED NEXT BUNDAY) o




