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When Rdngers Do éattle Against Forest Fires

An h;ﬂmatc Review of the Dangers and Hardships Enc&unfered by Men Who Serve the Government When the Forests Are
‘ Threatened— The Story of Fire-Flghting on the Upper Reaches of the McKenzie River Last Year
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Upper oval—Work of vhe fire demon.

By Franklin B. Allen,

Eugene, Or, 8ept. 1.—Although Lane
ecounty, sald to be the mosat heavily tim-
bered area In the world, suffered htavy
fire lose !ast suinmer, she has experi-
enced no loss at ali from fire this Year,
The credit must Y glven to the very ef-
ficlent syvstem of patrol employed by
the government {r the forest reserves,
by the large lumher corporations and by
the county Itsclf. The government
rangers have a very perfect system,
and guards from lookout points during
the summer dry months watch practle-
ally every mcre of the forest. As soon
as they get sight of a flre communica-
tlon is ment over the telephone, for In-
sulated wires, strung along the ground,
connect every ranger's station and look-
out point with the forest supervisor's
office In Fugene, and a crew of men Is
stnt over tralls, which are belng con-
structed ag n network through the for-
esta, It Ils possible tp successfully fight
the fire before it bas galned much head-
way. '

The dangers and hardships of fighting
forest fires are niany, With the smoke
hanging about the mountaine as a hlan-
ket, making it lmpossible for the ranger
to see 200 feet sway, glving the help-
less fecling of A man grouping about In
the dark, and with fire apparently on aill
gldes covering miles and miles, the help-
leasr®gs of man |s apparent. ! The story
told by John Morae. ranger In charge of
the McKenxle Bridge station, of the dls-
astrous Blue river fire last summer is
thrilling.

PFatroling Large Areas,

*“You can got sume idea of the amount
of territory I alone had to patrol when
I tell you that my district is as large
a8 many eastern countles, over 15 miles
long by, 20 miles widé, with almost
three fifths of it Inaccessible,” sald Mr.
Morse. “Conssquently I was not only
handicapped by the lack of guards, but
in knowledge of the country as well
It was under such conditions that I
went Into the Blue river fire,

"Owing to the dense smoke, patrol
from the lookoul points was utterly im-
practical. I was helpless and could not
even #ea the trees a few hundred feet
below me. Some time, If you want to
know how small ycu are, get on a look-
out point in a dense amoke and strain
your eyes for o sight of the opposite
hill. Look over the cliff on which you
are standing and see no ground, nothing
but the dull, leaden gray of the impen-
etrable amoke, and you will feel. the
mogt pecullar, heipless sensation | .
inable, especially If your business is to
detect and suppress fires.

“August 17 the wind shifted .and lft-

Upper upright—Forest ranger on his lookout,

Lover oval—Bullding government tralle

ed the smoke. 1 belleved that I should
start for the 5000 foot lookout on Horse
Pastura mountaln, which overlooks my
entire district ! stopped en route on
Owl's lookount, A small promontory that
puts off from the maln ridge. It was
At thig point that | first sighted the fire
north of the Rluse River mines, | was
80 miles from tha fire that | could see
was already becoming serious, I re-
traced my steps end traveled all that
day as fast as possible, considering the
heavy load of my pack horses and
reached the old Rellly sheep camp that
night about 10 o'clock, having cov-
ered nearly 40 mililee.

“At the sheep camp 1 amployed Pat
Charles and a miner who had prospectsd
In the country where the fire was and
who saved us much time by his know-
ledge of the Indian tralls, On the
morning . of August 21, with two pack
horses and a saddle horse we took the
old Indian trall and practically fought
our way within two miles of the fire
with the horsesm. Here it was neces-
gary to leave the packer while Hawkin-
son, the miner, and I endeavored 1o
learn the extent of the fird and =ought
water an. well as a route over which
we could bring In men and supplies.
Doing this, 1 left for Blue river and thae
next morning returned to the fire with

slx men.
Making Tralls.

“Returning It was necessary (o cut
logs from the old trall and construet
fully a mile of new trall in order to get
the pack tralpn in. By night camp was
located where we had found water the
day before. It was three days after [
first sighted the fire before we could
commence our attack, and by the tlme
we began actual work the fire covered
500 or 400 sores and was travellng north-
west up a ridge through an old ‘burn.’
Direotly above on the south side there
was i large body of green timber which
was threatened, conmeguently we hegan
our fire Ilne on the crest of the ridge
a fow hundred yards In advance of the
fire and trenched down the north side
about 100 yarde. As moon as We¢ had
made the trench In front of the main
fire safe, we back-fired along the side
slopes to within about 100 yards of the
end of the tranch, then detailed four
men to patrol the back fire while the
rest of us made new trénch. By pursu-
ing this plan the middle of the afternoon
found us with over one-half mile of
fire line completed, backfired and prop-
erly patrolled by fq_nr men, and evi«

dently safe,
Making Progress.

“By. night time the maln fire and our
defenpive back-fires had burned together
on the crest of the ridgeé and had met
In Hitle tongues on the upper part of

the south slope The next day condl-
tlons remained about the same and by
consiructing more trench we lacked but
half a mile of surrounding the fire. and
thur under ordinary conditions there
would have heen nothing to do but pa-

trol the fire until the laxt snag had
fallen and the tirs had died out. Such
was the condltlon on the evening of
August 23, when I climbed the olIff on
the ridge near eamp, where [ sighted a
fire on the south fork of the McKen-
zla near Cougar ereekl Studyving the

situadon a few moments | determined
to leave the Rlue river fire In charge
of the miner, and that night I sturted
over the rough mountain trall, until 1
reached the Blue river road and mafle
my WRY 10 the south fork of the Me-
Kenzle.

“As I rode that night [ could fepl
the wind rislng and Knew that Haw-
kinson would have trouble In preventing
the Blue river flre from breaking out
ARERIN On the morning of August 24,
the eaxt wind of the preceerding night
develioped Into a terrific gale. Mean-
time the crow under Hawkinson held
the fire llne all day by constant work,
but late at night, with the men dead
tired, the fire, the llve conls and sparks

roon formed a mecond fire even more
serfous than the first, with all the
trenches useleas. AL 2 o'clock In the

morning of August 25 the men, heaten,
weary and discouraged, were forced 1o
abandon thelr camp, barely having tlme
to bury their outfits.

Flseing for Bafety.

“You know the average person fIn
consldering what he would do In cases
of a foreat fire figures from the stand-
point that he !s nlways fresh, unwear-
led and clegr handed., but It usually
works @ut just the opposite, and In this
casd the men were about exhausted
when they were forced to flea for safe-
ty. Hawkinson realized the serlousness
of the altuation and saw that thelr
only chance lay up & steep ridge that
apparently ran into the very head of
the main fire. And It was only after
threatening to leave them to their own
resources that Hawkinson Induced then
to follow him.

“New fire was gaining strength on
all sldes except to the northwest, but
in that direction they would be Lravel-
Ing with the fire and It would only be
& matter of time until they would has
overtaken. Hence he realized that they
must out-travel the fire In the gulch
below and round Its head before the fire
cut themr off. He told me afterward
that be neyer before had known what
real exhaustion meant. When he final-
1y rounded the fire It was not more than
200 feet below him. All the crew but
one hid rounded the bead before Hawk-
Inson. - This man in a half crased con-

Lower square—Rangers starting on rounds of foresis.
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The Demand for

Medallion Portraits
Is Increasing Daily

Exquisite Miniatures, the latest achievement in portrait art with porcelain ef-

fect, in beautiful natural colors, are being given away free to customers whose

purchases amount to $10.00. Perfect reproductions in miniature of ﬁur own
photograph. Six different styles to choose from. Specimens of the
be seen in the store, where a more elaborate display than ever has been

rk may

made, and all information needed, not set forth here, will be cheerfully 7 given.
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dtlon gave up the fight and was half
dragged, half carrled over logs and
brush by Pat Charles, the packer, to a |
point on the ridge half & mlile ahova |
camp. From the top of the ridgs Hawk-
Ineon’s knowlcdge of trials and short
‘uts allowed them more speed, but it
was not untll 8 o'rlock In the morning |
that they felt themeelves safe and they
did not reach Blue river until late In
the afternonn
Hurrying Men to Fires.

“l was on the Bouth Fork of the
MelKengle, 358 mlles distant, organizing |
the work on Cougar creek when 2 mes- |
aenger cume from Hawkinson, Imme- |
dlately I returned with the messenger
to the rond =and telaphoned to the su-
pervisor In Eugene ‘for 30 men., Theae
were rushed immediately by automohlles
to the town of Blue river, 20 mlles from
the flre, where they arrived on the eve-
ning of August 26

"Hawkinson had succeeded in getting
around the greater part of the fire the
dny before and reported 1t burning
slowly In most places and having ltties
If any direction. 1 divided the men into
three crews, with each crew divided into
shifts, the .night .shift to patrol the
fire lnea bullt by the dayv shift. For
the next week irials were systematically
bullt and rebullt by crews equally dis-
tributed about the thres or four prin-
cipal fires. The wind for the greatsr
part of the time was favorable and the
men nccomplished mtch.

“F'or the next three days it was
doubtful whether we would be able to
hold the fire within the lines, However,
conditions were favorabla for fighting
the fire, and
developed a spirit of battle. and fought
with an energy that indicated a per-
sonal Interest in the conflict. To short-
en the story, the trenches held and
September 11 ralns fell and the forest
fire deason was over."
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Cider Vinegar Must Go.
From Lenlie's,

The astonishing revelation g made
that pure-food legislation has produced
A menopoly In an inferfor product.” The
agricultural law of New York prohibits
the male of vinegar which has not an
acidity equivalent to the presence of at
lenst 4% per cent, by welght, of abso-
lute mcetlc scld. Since geldity Is most
dosirable in vinegar, this seems to be a
proper requirement; but pure apple
clder vinegar, it s sald, will not de-
velop thls amount of acetic geid.. In
any event, It lsa without question that
all pure apple clder will not do mo, for
there are In the cellars of farmers all
over the state thousands of barrels of

the men seemed (o Im\'n'_

nished.
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of those you love.

lain Medallions that have a cost of $10 to $100.
They have a beauty and a softness impossible even
These Medallions are superior to the hand-painted style, retaining the same
soft finish and artistic excellence—at the same time assuring a faithful re-
semblance to the original.
We guarantee the likeness to be an absolute facsimile of the photograph fur

Dainty and refined—an ornament to the home—the result sure to be satis-

+ Can be washed when soiled, without harm-—preserving forever the features

Ask for Medallion Coupon to keep track of your purchases.
When they amount to $10 you can have a portrait absolutely

Free to Our Customers

These Medallions are perfect reproductions
of your own photograph—or the photograph
of your family or your friends—a permanent
keepsake.

A gift from a standpoint of artistic merit—
worthy for us to give, worthy for you to accept.

Unlike a photograph, they will never fade
and are made on non-corrosive metal with a,
porcelain finish—burnt on metal and faced |
with celluloid. :

The finish has a softness—a beauty—a per-+ |
manence no photograph can attain.

Something new—entirely different—equal 4!
in appearance to hand-painted ivory or porce-. .

in modern photography.

FREE |

Solve it by buying
of the manufactur-
er direct.
middleman’s

dealer’s profit.

Bush & Lane Piano Co.

are the only manu- |
facturers  dealing

and

this city. You pay
only one profit.
You positively buy
as a dealer buys—
at wholesale. Do
not take our word
for it — compare.
’ You be the judge.
Terms to suit your
convenience.
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Foster & Klieser |

High Grade Commercial and Klectric |
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such-vinegar which cannot be put on the
mariket because of this pecullar kink In
the agricultural law.

Steady Situations Sed

The Piano Question??? |
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Astoria and Return, Daily

DURING ASTORIA CENTENNIAL and REGATTA

[ T —————

Leaves Portland 7 a. m.
Arrives Astoria 1 p. m.
Leaves Astoria 4 p. m.
Arrives Portland 11 p.m.

FARE, $1.00, EACH W
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