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- Place in Public Life

ITTLE Miss Burmah, brown as a berry
and bright as a dollar, is joining the

- world-wid: move for the uplifs of
oman,

:. As nearly as she can, she wants to be an

| Vmerican girl:’ She hasn'tyet got to the stage

e

" wheve she can discuss the pros and cons of

| “yace suicide, or whether 'tis better to live in

§ single blessedness than to aid some cussed man
get rid of his coin.

Nevertheless, she is getting there. She
,' §s absorbing education and advancement in
B chunks. Where but a few years ago it was

not considered feasible for a girl to go to
school, there are now more than 200 separale
institations devoted solely to the needs of Miss

‘ Pretty Little
. Yellow Thing Is Just
" Throwing Off the
| ~. Shackles of the Cen-
turies and Taking Her

e

Burmese
Giris of The
. Detterciass.

Burmah. It is no longer bold or forward for
her to imbibe knowledge. .

Y JWhen the whole story of the world-wide
emancipation of the feminine sex is told there
will be no more remarkable chapter than that
relating to Miss Burmah. Of a type superior
to most oriental women, she has been held
down by tradition as much as the lowliest of
the yellow race. Though in many cases the
manager of & family's business affairs, as
well as the hous:hold, she has been denied
book learning. Now she is coming into her
own, and a right aggressive representative of
the new woman she is turning out.

. ——— g ———

URMAH {8 a place where a pachelor must earTy
around & chaperon or W0 when hé m-calling
goes. Nothing fis considered more rtude and
coarse than for a lovesick swaln to Eo unac-

gompanied to the home of his pretty brown love.
There are & good many other funny things about
Purmah, but that will do for u starter. t makes It
' guite evident that Misa Burmah has been FHised in an
‘@tmosphere of which wWe can®have little understand-
‘4ng; that she has been forced to take a strangle-hold
on her new-found independence,
Occasionally she goes so [ar noWw as to be married
by s minister. The strictures of her Buddhlst rela-
 tives she hocds not, because she i{s coming more and
gmore undep the Influsnce of American missionaries
Three of lzotlnuer returned to their native land re-
_gently to attend the Baptist World Convention, and
ghey bhad the most encouraging news lmaginable to
gell of Miss Burmah, They wers certalnly qualified to
ppeak, for one of them, Miss Zillah Bunn, has labored
‘§n Mandalay for twenty-nine years, Close to her are
Miss Ruth Ranney and Miss Harrlet Phinney. who
bave labored together for twenty-six years, In mis-
plonary circles they are known a8 the Burmese
Rwins
They went out together and have never been
peparated. Thelr work has been principally among
gthe giris and young womer. They organized a school
of higher education and Hible training for women al
“Rangoon in 1583, This has been transterred to Inseln,
where they have & beautiful bullding and an enroll
ment of more than a bundred students. These include
youths from the Shan, Chln, Kachin and Karen tribes.
Of all the epoch-making changes that Miss Bunn
has seen in her long experlence, probably the most
potable is that of marriage a la America. Not that
#t robs the yellow clergymen of fees—the Buddhist
I “priests do not perform marriage ceremonies. All,that
l; constituted & weddlng was for the young people 1o
L assemble thelr friends, have a feast and publicly pro-
clalm - that they were marrisd What would only be
eonsidered a “common-law marriage" hera has been
b In vogue !n Burmah for cenlurles.
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- TWENTY THE MARRIAGE AGE

<
1§ Contrary to the rule in other paris of Tndla, where

§ gnlld marriages are in vogue, a Burmese girl ls rot
. ¥permitted to marry until she Is 20 years old. Yes,
there Is one way out of it, but @ difficult one. If the
" “leouple luccgl‘d in eloping three dlffdérent times they
' re legally married.
¥ 2 It is almost a crime for parents knowlngly to
L allow thelr daughters to become brides befora thelr
fwentieth birthday, for they are not consldered capa-
pl¢ of performing the houwchold dutles untll that age.
p r..ﬂ it the falr damecl cau llsappear three consecu-
" %ive times with the groom-lo-be and call the famlly
‘friends together each timae, then she Is really married.
“But that is & Alfficult task, for one can imagine that
ool ‘Ahere ars gossips in Burmah as well ng anywhere elss.
L A natlive courtshlp would be consldered a joke by
- young folks In this couniry. To lLegin with, there
| ars no Jovars' lanes or anylhing of that sort, The
" gourting is all done In the house, within plain view of
A he girl's parents. Of course pa and ma ars In the
i roomi but the bamboo partitions are very thin.
,‘;_\'“,ﬂllt may sound stald enough; but to make
i 1;;“ - 1, the would-be husband mus® always be
o Y panied by a friend or two, It 18 considered
; form for o youth to call at his fair one's
alone, and he would probably be sent away it

often the girl has & companion, too, issln
S48 barred; the young couple must walt unti] th w-ds

For that matter, there Is no marked display of
affection shown by either party. Thers may be somé
lushing when the question Is popped with the
friends in plain view and‘’pa and ma perhaps anx-
lounl?- watching between the bamboo cracks. But the
missfonaries never Investigated that far,

While the courtship rules in Burmah would not bs
popular hers, it is possible that the divorce laws
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Girls 8f the NwiT'ribe.
would it quite & few. But, like the usual novel, it ia
the custom for the young couples to Il happlly ever
after, so they are little used. If a man\bas no chll-
dren, or only daughters, he has, in the Burmess way

of thinking, & very good cause to dlvorce his wife and
get anothar-one, Patty quarrels are not consldered a.

sufficlent causs for divorce; but If & couple just can't
get along together, they can agree to separates and
that i{s ell thers is to it—they are divorced.

The man and wife have thelr individual fortunes;
but if there {8 any joint property, neither can marry
until it is divided, If o man deserts his wife she can
marry again if she doesn't get any trace of him In
three years, If, on the other hand, a woman  disap-
pears, her husband can marry again in a year.

There {8 no law against polygamy, but the people
Jook down upon it. It {a seldom, if ever, practiced
And In the whole province of 12,000,000 people, where
the marriage and divoe lawa might be consldered
extremely lax, there are very few lllegitimate chil-
dren,

Domestio life in Burmah s calm and there I8
ssldem any trouble. A woman is belleved to be hon-
oring & mdn by marrying him and he-occnsiders it
folly to quarrel with her. He finds it easler to have
& general good time, with frequent famlily festivals,
which include ear-borings and tattooings.,

When & girl reachea the age of 131 her ears Are
plerced to show that she Is no longer a child. Rela-

tives and friends gather at her home and there is a
jolly time. A5 & gold needla is rammed Into the
child's ears a d of music plays to drown her crles
Tubes of colored glass or silver, with fligree orna-
ments, are worn in the ears afterward, The boys
recelve thelr share of torture, mingled with joy, when
th::t are tattooed to show their entrance Into man's
estate,

The Burmese women, upnclnpr the educated omes,
are very partioular about thelr dress, though the
costumes they prefer would shock many Americans,

Q v/ &

The tamein, or skirt, which is very narrow and only
about 50 or 60 inches broad, receives the greater part
of their attention, It ls divided into thres parta, the
upper being of dark cottom, the middle of beautiful

woven sllk damask and the lower section of & lighter
tone, to h;‘monu. with the rich coloring of the

HE man who is en the gold or silver xoll of
the Panama canal gets real money an
has a good boss—so. good a boss that
Uncle Sam, when the big end of the canal

job began to look as if it was being lifted, hastily
cast about for some ways or means to hiistle along

the rest of the work, simply to kegp the force from

being dispersed.

Perhaps Uncle Sam doesn’t love any of his
Panama nephews more than he does the'rest of the
boys up home. But he had a hard job weeding out
the gang that was more eager for the fruits of
nepotism than the labors; and, now that he has
sssembled a bunch after his own heart, he is
straining his resources to keep them there, where
they have proved they can do the most good.

As years go by, however, he will be forced to
let one group go after another, because he has
made up his mind that the canal is pre-eminently
a time and not an eternity job—and that the time
is now. All he is trying to do is to find work for
:lh(-rn to do and to keep them as willing g8 ever to

o 1t.

What he has been paying them, and how they
have worked to earn it, are pretty well known.
But one thing Uncle Sam has dono for them—one
thing which has been most potent in keeping the
married workerf especially content with their
jobs—has not been heard of at all.

That is the provision the government makes
for their stomachs—a department of their
anatomies on which they work just as much as if
it were the one on - which Napoleon’s armies
traveled.

It helps a lot toward persuading a man to
gtay on his job when, besides paying him first-class
wages, you enable him to eat well at less cost than
he could elsewhere. '

NTIL the law took them by the scruff of the
nack and shook the avarice out of them, hun-
dreds of coal mining and other companles In
the Unlted Btates proclaimed that immutable

truth of Industrial economy and used it for the motto
of their flint-skinning company stores.

Worthy Uncle Bam would yell in wrath If any one
were to Intimate that the commissary department
which he maintaina at Panama for the bénefit of him
employes 18, In effect, a government company store;
yet It can't be anything else—except in this: That the
private company store takes th'® money out of the
employes’ pockets and Whe United Btates government
tries to keep it In. Maybe that's all the difference

between & compabdy store and & commissary depart-
ment. Anyway, Uncle Sam's commissary works the

——

better way. Here's the proof of it:

The Canal Record, on June 28, printed Its 1ist
of prices for cold-storage provisions—in affect, the
prices for provisions generally as sold by the gov-
ernmgnt to its employes on the lsthmus, Durlng that
week, clags for clase, quality for quality, the advlan-
tage in prices, as compared with a big esstern city
like Fhiladwlphis—where food prices are’ about the
same &s those In Duluth, Bt. Paul, Bt. Louls and
Providence and about 4 per cent lower than New
York—was commonly In favor of the hungry and hard-
working nephews on the canal.- -

Take beef. Porterhouse stepk, up north, was cost-
ing 2% cents per pound; on the isthmus, 20 cents;
pirloin, 28 cents here 'and 19 cents there; rib roasts,
18 to 20 cents here and 16 to 18 cents there. Stewing
venl herg. was 10 to 14 cants, there 10 cents; chops
here_ 22 cants, thers 24 cents; cutlets here 20 contm,
there 28 cents; shoulder !ICI'I 16 cents, thers 18 conts

PANAMA-

but for roasting only, 1% ocents per pound. Legy of
limb here was 30 cents. there the same; chops here
28 centd, thers 24 cenia.

Poultry comparisons are less acourately made. But
broilers hers were selling from 86 to 40 ocents per

pound, while brotlers there, milk fed, went at 60 cents
aplece. Bquabsihere were guoted at 25 cents each,
and there from $2.60 to §6 per dosen. Bpring ducks
sold here at 22 to 25 cents per pound; western ducks,
4% pounds, sold there at $1 aplece. Ordinary fowl
here brought 20 to 23 ocents per pound, there from 60
cents to $1 each. But the Panama fellows were hav-
ing their chances at pariridges and grouss at 60 ocents
each, which lsn't so bad for the season when mouths
may water for them in Minneapolis and Duluth.

The fish question does not figure guite so exten-
slvgly in the lsthmian bill of fare—perhaps they don't
get so much of varlety; yet, while we wers paying 18
cents per pound for~the toothsome bluefish, they got it
for 14 centh; our hallbut was costing us @0 cents per
pound where theirs was only 16 cents} and as for the
slluring shad, by us long ago loved and lost, the awell
gold-roll person on the canal need anly siroll over 1o
the commlissary and take a perfectly fresh ons away
for 70 cents, or contemplate breakfasting on the roes—
a-a-ah! garnlshed with bacon—for 3§ centa. ,

They meil their vegotables down there by the
pound, a touchstone of honesty which, it Is predicted,
we will all be up agalnst before mapy yeara are over,
Bo only a few items agree in measure, But the cab-
bage that sold hers for § to 10 cents per head brought
there 8 cents per pound, Celery cost here § to 12
conts per stalk; there it was a flat 10 cents per stalk.
Our onions were 20 cents per quarter peck; thelrs §
cents per pound., Our tomatoes wers still B to 15 cents
per quart; thelrs were retalling at 8 cents per
pound. Rhubard here was 3 bynches for a nlokel;
there the same coln hought & pound of it. obed :

In frults we were paying from 18 to {§ cents
dogsen for oranges, and they had Jamsalozs &t 1 cent
aplece and Californias at § cents. Our lemons wera
from 16 to 26 cents per dozen; thelrs 24 cents.- Limes
cost>us 16 cents per dozen; theirs, sold by the hundred
—must use a raft of limes down there for something
or other.' Oh, welll—waere 80 cents for that numbér, And
they wera sating watermelons at 40 cents, which s &
price that {s little more than our best melons bring
when the season 1s well under way. ..\

Our faney graded of butter cost usg 3§ to 40 cents
ptr pound; thelr creamdry special was only 52 cents
Egge here stood at 33 to 24 cents per dozen; thelrs
government guarantee of freshness, 24 cents.

And you could treat your wife to lce cream at the
rate of 25 cents per guart on the isthmus, where It
is generally scknowledged to be good for what alls
elther of you, .

And yet there’s an Englishman who's
revive the original Garden of Eden. y

trying tp -

' Burmese Villsge On ZRiverBank,

' square feat of

center. This gard 1§ wrapped tightly arpund the hips,
being tucked in, mnd is open in front. To compensate
for this pecullar construction, the women have a
peculiar mode of walking, by throwing the heels and
hips, which prevents the flapping open of the gar-
ment. This walk would esppear very ugly on our
streots, so- one mecwa't fexr that im the orase’ for
novel styles our modistes will take up with the Bur-
mete moda. o

With this half-divided skirt a white jacket Is
worn and a sllk searf thrown over tha shoulder. The
Christian natives use thls for headgear instead of big
bonnets when going to church.

It 18 more likely. Indeed, that Miss Burmah will
adopt western styles, as she has ideas. For years
back the boys and men of Burmah have been lterats
and many of them learned., Now the girls are getting
jealous, They, tco, are thirsting not only for a
common schooling but a higner Jducation. When
Miss Bunn first went to Surmah thers were comp
tively few educated women. Today they are to be
found everywheres and in a short time will be ag
numerous a¥ ths men, -

Already the American customs and ideas of dress
have proved interesiing to the Burman girls, ang
some of them have been actually bold enough te don
walsts and skirts. But our plain clothes do not exe
l.cl?’h sult their pecullar styles of beauty,

e people of Burmah In general ars not
the wishes of their daughters and sisters t:rp?:::‘o:
schools, but on the other hand ars advocating them.
The Inbhabitants of this sectlon have slways prided
;hemdultvuthon the number of educated persons com-
are ) ose In other
eastern countries, ? ’-rt. = “al‘ ane oth.’

Btatistics a fow years ago In India o
there were ninety-eight llterates among .:\'-::;dtt:::!
sand men and only seven women In a thousand who
could read and write. In the cltles these mumb
reached 260 men and 4§ women. o

EDUCATION IN BURMAH

In Burmah alone the statistios
province 378 men and 45 women fr:::o‘:;::.:'hgm o
were educated, and/ the oity records .how.dumd
males and 188 females. This proves that praotd ‘1“
every other man in the citles can read lnd-::itw
Thers is nothing lke this proportion In any ~

eaptern country. The percentage of literats Bur:h“

natlves runs even higher, for o
cition there are - e T L ol

many male immigr,

The missionarles have utlm‘uzmt.h:tn T&Irnm
now about three million educated Burmans ont. e
population of twelvea milllons. Caste Is not kno “l.
Burmah, and every boy has an opportunity o:l" .
tering the Buddhist monasteries, whether he b.“.
merchant’s son or the mson of & beggar, .

This 1s why there has been mso high a percan
of educated men. Not becauss the girla did not ha
the same desires, for they are «fonsidered .v:.
brighter than the men. Many are the real bu.lm.
heads, partichlarly in the farming sections, whn:.
:ahu.;r l:na:auhboth the farms and the houuhou:
the daughters did no
Pat. . ’:nl not have the same opportunie

That, in & nutshell, {s the cause for what may
be termed & woman's war, or an educational revolus
tion. Lo-eaupuuon, howevar, 1s not particularly fa-

vored by the Burman mothers and ther
schools {or glris alone. All told, there are :no.l'-:.u:::
11,000 schoois, with an attendance pf 400,000 ohlidren,
These Include five or six normal bulldings, and law
f:‘il:;v:l?ti:rfi :Etlnuriﬂl and forestry, fhe Iatter being
& oolntr
wm;dundl. Y of immense and beautifu
n many Instances the slons and sc
uldr-lbupgcrun.. The Burmans are no clg::-lan‘:d:
an oth boys and giris willingly pnr"!nltlon foon,
Lhey are puruculnrlf apxious to learn our languag
and In some schools English textbooks are us
The l:u_mtuu have a college at Rangoon, which opene
mhuu with twenty-elgnt puplls and now has 111
who are taking up the higher branches. At Mand lay
where Mlss Bunn Is stationed, there is & bigh l:hool
which has wn enrollment of 0 pupils.

CLOSE TO EUROPEANS

Mandalay ls the center of ar
latlon. The missionaries naed‘t: .ﬂirfﬂ'."é'u‘?h”&ﬁ
in worklnr lmouﬂ these people, becauss they
reslly an intermedliary race betweer! the natives and
the Huropeans and are very senaltive about this pc
tion. Many of them exbibit such a slight t.rlcg ]
native blood that they would easlly pass for Eures
peans, They are beginning to hold many important
gevernment positions and thelr tmportance is being
;‘;f:ﬁ:m::& “'_I‘.h; rm:nt people are exceptionally
b N ecoming teachers and helpers in the

There are two theological seminarie
Baptists, both at Insein. One Is known :.ctmguncmen:;
Bemlnnrf and the teaching Is done through the
native language, Beveral other races, notably the
Bhans, Chins, Kachlns and Arkakanese, are repres
sented. The course of study covers four years. Thars
is now an enroliment of fifty pupils, The Karen Beme
inary also provides a four-year course and the ourrioe
ulum includes the Bible, homiletics, moral aclepce and
church hlslorz. taught In the Karem language,

Good work is aiso belng done In the medical mise
ll.oml& and the ministrations at Haka won many souls
to Chrisgtianity where all other means falled, The
mluluna:les noted that especially among the de«
graded Chins a teallnf of gratitude was aroused for
the firat time- from hearts that had never beofore
l;;w&\:n }L‘l;ﬂ{nalnltfx of lg\'u ?330 kindneas. The needs

° s, who number ' .
“nde lD-h | are also being at

Altogether, the educational work that |
?ong.llb:rtmrlr;g a Whole nut\ﬁ ?':lrm?h. and It 1'5-11“:!:'15
0 aWw Years un e old order
will be pretty well wiped out . of thisse

Fantastic Gardens of Japan

O PEOPLE In the world are greater lovera of
nature than the people of Nippon.

: ;iundrods of Japaness, even among the poores

clapses, have as much apace as im possible

ardens, In- which are often foun vurinund.r;‘;:s :‘E

warf trees and shrubs which are perfect from root

to branch and leaf. Trees that wlﬂ. under ordinary

conditlons, reach & helght of from thirty to fifty fest
are képt down to but two to four feet.

The wealthy, Who, of courss, can afford the space,
are, great for dwarfing many kinds of vegetatio
ﬁ:r;ut? glaln'l&rt;.lny §:5“;' “111&{{1"“““' with miniaty

ertulle, oun a t
.goali]n lhhe :tnu;o upnmge nrd‘an:“u“ R, o

nother fad among th
nltﬁrt. : & the Japanese Is the fantastlo in
any trees and shrubs, and, in fa
plan’ Uhal”can be, rimmsd"ata "tainas 1 reprane
50 of anima 6, are 80 treated th
grent beasts; huge dragons and l‘gpl.ilfdl. A
51 "ur':ﬂnl-w tunrlu the Japanese
eas CAN cause & tree or vine
gurious or nnnommon":rny., He loves &.‘.’J’."‘iﬁ:ﬁ:
can make it do that 1s odd. . Upright growths In trees
are ftrained _to droop ke wlﬂmn. and weeping
::rrn’m:léo:oof .‘wul.l.loatvlr and ot‘hcr drooping forms are
aln ETrOW ¥ oppoiite to
fained to KT el that which -mfol

Gardens contathing no more that Aram. five to lm

ot

ardenor greal

round are often filled with a varlety
fine ts, and these are kept so :
”"ndun. Sthar P small they do "




