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- Expeniences of Three Good Roads

Most Northeasterly
~ County Where There

Are But Three

People to Every

Square Mile

“Written for The Journal by Marshall

N. Dana.

EMORY puaints g cascading stream
which twists & rushing way
through the deep and ragged
.gash it has made in the hard
rock of the red mountaing.

Above—the blue of the sky, the gold of
the sun. Below—the road, a slender
line lacing tha gurge, and a silvery, leap-
ing trout.

Patlently, the engine drew us up the
rivar slope. We had come through the
hot lands where the sands are always
stirring—the miles between Biggs and
Umatilla, where the fever of the heat I8
cooled not in the least by the silent
flowing Columbla. The overland had
left us at La Grande. The conductor of
the puffing, once & day train, with Its
mingling of freight and passenger cars,
had accepted our mileage. A sudden
turn at Rondowa and the Grande Ronde
river was left to continue Iits flow
toward the Snake. We were In the
gorge of the Wallowa.

The engine chugged and sobbed. Oc-
casionally 1t slowed pa if o rest, then
continued the pull up thie grade. A
breege blew through the open windows.
The Aay was all serene and beautiful
Go fast, go slow, (L was delightful.

Then, without snnouncement, the sur-
prise! The moantains had been wails
about us, the sky a roof. A turn and it
was a level country, unending wheat
flelds spillled to the north, the moun-
tains, & splked sky line against the blue
south, It was i(he valley of the Wal-
16wa, the train moved more quickly.

This is the land where lived and
fought Chief Joseph and Chisf Joseph's
son. Looking upon {ts peaceful beauty
it was as Imposuibld to imagine strug-
gle a= It was to hlame Chief Joseph for
trying to hold what he considered hls
own.

.My friend, Phil 8, Bates, insisteq that
the Wallowa country was *a contlnuous
succession of sornic surprises’” A, H.
Averil], the third member of our party,
exclalmed “Wonderful,” and the word
secmed to carry muen more than Its
conventional meaning.

Ours was the first good roads mis-
slonary journey into this northeastern
corner of Oregon, where the county is
called Wallowa, the first town, Wallowa,
the iver Wallowa and the lake Wallowa,
After we had dircovered that the roads
generally speaking were much better
than in the Willamette valley, we spent
A good deal of time trying to find why
the 1,883,000 acres of valley and moun-
tain lack population, publicity and a
press agenl. [n fact there are approxi-
mately three people to a square mile in
Wallowa, the 1810 population figures
being BaGd.

Wallowa county has three towns of
ifmportance on the raliroad, Wallowa,
Enterprise and Joreph, sach with a pop-
ulation of about 1200, Lostins is a little
placa between Enterprise and Joseph.
Flo-a Is a coming community, 40 miles
north ia the sheep country,

The Wallowa river border- the Blue
mountains' northern slope. It is fed by
the streams that desh vut from the can-
~yons, and these In turn find thelr un-
falling sources In the high mountain
lakes. It may be emphasized that Wal-
lowa counly has the greatest accessible
water supply of any equal area in the
northwest,

Half of the area is arable. Dry farm-
ing is profitable; Irrigation brings big
erops of wheat, alfalfa, barley, oats and
sugar beets. Irrigation is a meres mat-
tar of ditch Algging. Water s every-
where. The valley is 35 miles long. 1ts
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SQUARE MILE IN WALLOWA..,

width varies from two go 10 miles. The
elevation is from 2000 to 4100 feet in the
valley, and the peaks ascend to B§000
feet,

North of the Wallowa, east of the
Grand Ronde, s level eountry, clothed
with some billions_ of fest of un-
touched fir, plne and tamarack. The
mountain sldes ere heavily timbered.
High slopes and wvalleys furnish won-
derful graxing for this year's run of
nearly 300,000 shesp and approximately
50,000 cattlee Bomething llke 1,000,000
acres Is included ,in government re-
serve, The mountalns are granite,
marbls and flint. Prospectoras find
lead and copper and gold, but they
toll for any of these things. The
bench lands along the Grand Ronde
bear ‘apples that welgh a pound mplece,
and In such numbers and with so lit-

tle care that the trees break under
the burden of fruit. Near the streams
frosts sometimes nlp the potatoes

even In July, but farther back Is scant
frost danger and the richest of soil
The towns are falrly well bullt and
they thrill with hope, yet with only
partial realization of the opportunity
before them. Land values vary from
$10 to 3160 an acre, and keep very
close to $50 an acre. Wheat produces
at 40 to 60 bushelr an acre. Oats and
barley run %0 to 100 bushels an acre,
Potatoes come out of the groundg 76
to 100 sacks to the evre. The first
explanalion of population lack is, or

haa been, transportation Iack. The
railroad has heen operating only a
1ittle more than two years. It has but

one traln each way dailly. Wallowa
ralses more hogs than any other
county In Oregon, but there is dif.
fleculty In getting them to market In
good shape. T do not remember see-
ing Wallowa opportunities included In
the exploitation Ilterature of Oregon

The people In all of Wallowa's towns
came to our good roads shows with an
earnesiness and in numbers as gratl-
fying as encouraging. Mr. Bates' mes-
sage as director of the Oregnn A=so-
clation for Highway Improvement and
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speclal representative of ths federal
highway department was [llustrated
with the views that had been provided
hy the government and by the O.-W,
R. & N. Co. publieity department.

Another message to the pesople which
I took it upon myself to dellver was
that Oregon must he organized to vo
upon understandable and satisfacto
highway bllls thgough the initlative
at the next election. No more of a
legisiature smaller than the legisla-
tlon, If you please, The leadership of
Governor Weat, of the highway asso-
ciation and of the commercial inter-
ests points to popular highway laws
popularly approved as the only log-
leal and consistent method of prooced-
ure for Oregon at this time.

Highways of perfect sort In Wal
lowa, for Instance, would bring tour-
Ists In to admire and wonder over the
Bwitzerland of the northwest Means
of transporting the generous crops
would be afforded. Population would
follow, and then prosperity and prog-
ress, for none of them,ever preceds
highwpy Improvement. ¢ ™

Where the Air Is Clear,

We kept constantly exclalming over
the marvelous clarity of the Wallowa
county mir, It seemed to our valley
eyes & mile to the edge of the moun-
tain. The distance was seven miles,
They tell this story {n Illustration:

George IE. Chamberlalin, then gov-
ernor of Oregon, started in company
with Ed Eccle, an Enterprise editor, up
the famed Wallowa hill,

“What |8 the distance to Enterprise?™
asked the governor of & man they met,

"About a mlile and a half,” was the
ANnsSwer.

The two trudged on for half an hour,
and they met another native.

“How far is 1t to Enterprise?' _asked
Eccle.

“About & mile and a half,” was the
prompt Answer,

The Journey was continued. On and
on walked the governor and the editor.
They met a third man.
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WALLOWA FALILAS.

“How far is it to Enterprise?™ asked
the governor,

“About & mile and a half,” waas the
answer agaln.

The governor made a seat on B way-
slde boulder and rubbed hia perspiring
countenance. Ecocle attompted encour-
agement, .

“I wouldn't feel blue, Governor,” he
suggested. At least we're holding our
own."”

Wallowa river and ita tributaries fur-
nish an abundance of water power,
The streams that rush from the can-
yona could electrify the state. Where
power has been ?Xwnted they have a
custom of running mills during the
day time and furnishing lights with the
same power at night, Consequently we

-

were surprised, reaching Enterprise In
the middle of the day, to find the lights
on full blast. We conceltedly supposed
it was illumination in honmor of our ar-
rival. A queston brought this answer:

“No, alr, this gin't no celebration.
This is lroning day in Enterprtise. All
the ladles has electric ironms, and so we
always turn on the power to run their
frons on Wednesday.”

Does anyone remember another such
exhibition of municipal gallantry?

We found some courlous localitles
near the Wallowe country. Omne Is a
place where pure lime crops out of the
mountain side, enough to last appar-
ently a thousand years. Over on the
Imnaha {s a piace where the valley pro-
duces a tropical vegetation and the fin-

LAKE WALLOWA LOOKING
NORTH SHOWING NATURAL.,
400FT.EMBANKMENT.

est of watermelons. On the liot rocks
are rattlesnnkes, and the whole thing
Is an unexplained phenomenon. Ht-
tle way from Elgin, which is t gate-
way to the Wallowa, are caves where
water congeanls In summer time, and
where~ it never freeses In winter, and
this {s another unexplained phenom-
enon.

Almost the best part of the journey The alr

was the stay nt Joseph. Above the city
is the crystal mountain lake; sbove
the lake the falls. In this eity thres
kind folks keep a hotel, and their sue-

cegsful efforts to see that we should

-
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have a trout breakfast won warm grate
ftude, That trout breakfast followed
en early morning ride that will always
bhe remembered. F. D). MeCully, banker
and busiress man, called us up the
night before we intended to leave and
nsked us to join him in a ride Into
the Swamp creek couniry, leavong at 4
o'clock and rtturﬂing in time to catch
the train at §:30 o'clock. Wa told him
of the tront, and he agreed to sherten
the schedule. When we tumbled out in
the gray, still morning, slespy-eyed, we
found that Mr. MoCully's driver was te
be Mm. McCully. We told her of the
trout. Hhe set the spark forward and
the road sped backward. Only when we
exclaimed over the spead made on the
sometimes rocky road di4 shp modestly
confess that seven times sha had driven
the machne over the BHlue mountains,
passing places where the road was but
a line on the cliff, and where & care-
less swarve would have lunged ~all
to a death far below—yet without ever
an accldent.

One may stand at & point on Eagle
Cap mountain in the heart of the range
and count 17 lakes. ALl about this
viewpoint s the eternal snow. Down,
down In the valley are homes_ looking
like playhouses. 'The atreams are silver
threads, the falls of the Wallowa a
scarf of carded wool pendant on the
mountaln sde. Against the eastern bor-
ison stand the Seven Devils mountains
in Idaho, grim, severs, thelr perrated
peaks black against the sky. The sun
shines uninterrupted save for thes ban-
ner of electrlo clouds that gather on
Eagle Cap's peak of a hot afternoon.
is 80 clear that distance Ia
as nothing. The silencea that broods
over the mountains throws a spell oyer
the ona who guzes, until, abashed, one
wonders at the libertes one takes with
the great things of God.

PASSING OF JOHN W.

GATES REMOVES MOST INTERESTING OF AMERICAN FINANCIERS

-

0

OHN WARNE GATES, whose
death occurred in Paris Wednesday
last, and whoga daring speculationg
on Wall street won for him the
popular title of “king of plungers,”
was a #rlf made man If there ever was
one. Starting from practically nothing,
he fought hils way up untll he became
& man of enormous wealth, a power in
the financlal world and the econtrolling
spirit of some of the largest buslnees
interests In the country., All this he
accomplished by his untiring energy, his
shirewd buslness sense, hls unlimited
welf-confidence and hls proverblal reck-

lepsness In taking chances agalnt tre-
mendous odds
John W. (lates wns born on a small
rm near Turner Junction, now West
Chieago, 1!1., on May 8 18565, the aon
of Asel A, aud Mary Gaws He re-
celved Lis early schooling at the dls-

trict schonl near his father's farm, and
then took courses »t Wheaton college In
Wheaton, 11}, and at Northwestern col-
léege at Naperville ™ He had no Nking
for the monotony of farm life, and de-
elded to enter upon & buslness career,
His first business venture was contract-
ing to hurk a nelghbor's corn. With
the money saved from this undertaking

he bought a one-thitd Interest In a
threshing maciine, then & new inven-
ton,

! The erops were hountiful and thresh-
ing busincss so profituble that after one
year Gates bought out his partners.
While traveling with hia machine from
farm to farm, Gates hecame acqualnted
and fell in Jove with Dellora R. Baker,
the handsome daugliter of a4 farmer near
Bt. Charles, 1il. He was but 19 vears
of age and practically penniless when

married the girl. He contracted to
:l.&m‘ some timber land for a farmer and
when he had fulfilled bis contraet he
had $1000 In bank. With this money he
opeped a bardware store at Turner
He did good busluess, but

his ambition was not satisfled. The

. poasibiiitiea of the barbed wire busi-

nesn, then something new, attraocted his

trendlon, and he became traveling sales-
man for Colonel Isasc Elwood, a plo-
Heer in the barbed wire business, Gales
saon mads for himeelf a reputation as
hoing the oest barbed wire salesman in
tbe oouniry, He earned large commis-

sfons, but that d1d not satiafy him.
Mr. Gotes undoubtedly could have ac-

cumilated a large fortune through his
vearly wavings had he chosen to re-
muln n sajeaman, He was of that class
of salesmen who prefer to take thelr

ray In commiselons. His fees of that
kind would have heen vary large, and
from them -he eould have saved enchi

year conslderable sums of monev,

But the order of his Intellect ana
temperament led him Into a kindred, al
though somewhat advanced, fleld of
operation,.  He had become known to

the great merchants, to the bankers and
10 the manufacturers of 8t. Louls, who
regarded him with considerable curlons
Intereat, hecause of hls great capacity
a5 a saleaman in Texas and the south-
Wil

Undoubtedly, Mr. Gates’' attention was
centered upor barbed wire at first be-
cause this newly Invented fencing Ap-
paratus had been brought to his atten-
tion while running his little store at
Turner Junction, It was ona of the
great Inventions of the time, at least
#0 far as wervice to the agricultural
industry nf the west wae concerned, A
very large manufactory of barbed wire
had been established at ‘Worcester,
Manss, but this was not the concern
with which Mr. Gates was [dentified.

He introduced into Texas barbed wire
Invented for and manufactured by El-
wood of Illinois. Hia roamings through
Texans satisfled him that thers wes a
greater fleld for himself In the manu-
factura of barbed wire than In the sals
of the commodity through his personal
exertion.  When he made hisg proposi-
tion Lo capitalists of St. Louls to estub-
11gh a barbed wire cstablishment at St
Louls, he was most cordially welcomed,

It is an Interesting faect In the career
of Mr. Gates that, as he was undoubted-
ly the first to suggest the germ of
the idea out of which the United Stateg
Steel corporation grew, he was algo one
of the first, some say actually the flret,
to Introduce the modern method of com-
bination into manmufacturing clrcles of
the west, He was then 30 years
of age when he organized the Southern
“Wire company, and later consolidated
that with two other companies, naming
the gombination the Consolidated Steel
Wire company.

That wams long hefors the organiza-
Hon of the UnitedéStates Steel corpora-
tion had heen drenined of; It was at
n tlnw when the Carnegle Steel com-
pany wis galning pre-eminence among
Amertean steel and fron manufacturers.
The underlying prlfmlple of the consol-
Idation of these steel and wire manu-
facturing companies does not differ
greatly from the principle adopted in
all thie Jater combinations of other man-

-
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ufacturing corporations,

There I8 no reasonable doubt, that In
the mind of John W. Gates the prin-
ciple of eombinationr of what had heen
competing companies, and later the sell-
Ing of the stock of the combination
at a profit to some other company, was
first concelved, at least in the west.
To do (his successfully s of Itself
incontestable proof of great business
abiilty,

Mr, Gates went somewhat further
than wise business pollcy would have
suggented, for he seems to have been
tempted to overcapitalize the stock of
this combination. He had, however, al-
ways Ingisted that he never really over-
capitallzed, but that there was Jurk-
ing or Ilnherent value, or at least fut-
ure valug, In all the stock Ilssued by
combinations which he had organzied.

At all events these transactlons caused

W ANUBEND
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‘detalls of It

Mr. Gates, when only a little past 30
years of age, to be numbered among the
so-called high financiers, not using the
term In the sense of reproach which
was afterward applled to It. It Is cer-
tainly one of the achievements of Mr.
Gates that he was among the first to
reoognize the business polley, economie
and wise, which lay behind the prih-
oipje of cooperation,

He must have made monsy very rap-
fdly In the years between 1886 and
1808, when he organized the American
Steel & Wire company. Thase .under-
takings were what he always regarded
as his "“bread and butter business."
They were activities which were not
only to furnlsh him an Income suffi-
clent to support him in the style of
which he had beeome accustomed and
to permit him to engage In some rath-
er. expensive recreations, llke racing,
but mdso to provide for a steady yearly
increase of his capital

About the time Mr. Gates organized
the American Wire & Bteel gompany
he formulated in his mind a plan
which, If It had been adopted, would
have created an International stesl and
fron trust. This plan would have been
in violgtion of the Sherman anti-trust
lJaw as that law has recently heen In-

. terpreted by the supreme court. But

at the time Mr, Gates worked out the
he was adviged that (it
would not be In violation of our laws,

Out, of that plan grew the germ of
the United States BSteel corporation.
When the various complications oocs-
sloned by the alleged purposes of Mr,
Carnegle and his assoclates to build a
Carnagle Btepl company rallroad and
to enter into violent competition with
certaln other steel and iron prgducing
companies, caused a very ptralned and
dangerous situation to arise, It was
John W. Gates who muggested to
Charles M. Schwab that the perll could
be eliminated and that a very greal
opportunity could” ba s¢imed through
the combination into one great corpora-
tion of the 'Carnegle companies and
various other stesl and iron producing
comparnies, N ,

Into that eorporation Mr., Gates sald
that the American Hteel & Wire com-
pany would giadly g, provided

-had peen & plunger

organization were satisfactory. He was
sure that the Naflonal Tuhe company,
the Illinols Steel & ILron company and
the American Tinplate company, as
well as others, could be brought into
combination.

» Gates wanted to be one of the di-
rectors- of the trust, but Mr. Morguan,
fearing his recklessness, dld not con-
sider this advisable and kept Gates out
of the board.

A few years later Gates evened his
acord with Mr. Morgan, by huying up
the controlling interest, in the Louls-
ville & Nashville rallroad, which the
Morgan forces ware trying to obtain.
Gates sold out to Morgan and his share
of the profits amounted to several mil-
lon dollars. After a while Gates en-
tered the mouthern fleld as n com-
petitor of the big steel trust, and or
ganizsd the Republiec Iron & Steel com-
pany. He sbought up the cdn roliing .
interest in the Tennessee Coal, Iron &
Btecl company and acquired Important
holdings of Iron ore owned by the Ala-
bama Consolidated Iron & Coal ocome
pany and the International Power com-
pany. »

For a number of years Gates »
in Chicago, where he owned.a rlm:e::'(:;d-
slon on Michigan avenue. He #Bold the
house In 1008 and removed to New
York, where for some time he occupled
apartments at the. Plaza hotel, paying’
$46,000 a_year.rent for the same. He
and dar -
lator In Chicago, but his ca:'e':r‘t;pj:*?
York was eveli more speculating, Whal
strect began to fear him and the puhblio
wondered at his extravagance and reck-
lessness {n gambling Operations, whether
at the oard table, the race track or the
atock exchange. 1In the course of his
life Gates lost many milljons by daring ¢
sbeculationd, but recovered his losses
and accumblated, an enormous fortune,
estimated at from $25,000,000 to $50,
000,000,  During the last few years ha

Aevoted a :rlhm deal of his attention to

the developient of his
interests In Toxas and in
the south and southwest,

large business
tither parts of /
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The pine Is belleved to be the oldest
of trees, Bome having attained the age

the of 700 years.
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