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Experiences of Three Good Roads 'WASHINGTON

Missionaries From Portland in Oregon's
Most Northeasterly

County Where There

Are But Three
People to Every

Square. Mile

y ill ,; . Pin itir c tts $ . iiv -- - .it-'- f
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width variea from two ?o 10 miles. The
,tlnil ,rom ,non , .inft fMf , thjr.,. . . . . . . , tnnn

feet
North of the Wallowa, east of the

Grand Ronde, is level country, clothed
with some billions of feet of un- -
touched fir. pine and tamarack. The
mountain sides are heavily timbered.
High alopes and valleys furnish won-
derful gracing for this year's run of
nearly 100,000 sheep and approximately
80,000 cattle. Something like 1,000,000
acres Is Included , in government re-
serve. The mountains are granite,
marble and flint Prospectors find
lead And copper and gold, "but they
toll for any of these things. The
bench lands along the Grand Ronde
bear apples that weigh a pound apiece,
and in such numbers and with bo lit-
tle care that the trees break under
the burden of fruit Near the streams
frosts sometimes nip the potatoes
even In July, but farther back Is scant
frost danger and the richest of soil.

The towns are fairly well built and
they thrill with hope, yet with only
partial realisation of the opportunity
before them. Land values vary from
sio to iibo an acre, and keep very
close to $50 an acre. Wheat produces
at 40 to 60 bushels an acre. Oat and
barley run 80 to 100 bushels an acre,
Potatoes come out of the ground 75
to 100 sacks to the acre.' The first
explanation of population lack Is, or
has been, transportation lack. The
railroad has been operating only a
little more than two years. It has but
one train each way dally. Wallowa
raises more hogs than any other
COllntT In nnsnn Kn Alt- -' o u..- -
ficulty in getting them to market in
gooa snape. t ao not remember see- -

... ,vi.uiuua "'tiuucu m
the exploitation literature of Oregon.

The people In all of Wallowa's towns
came to our good roads shows with an
earnestness and in numbers as gratl- -
xyins encouraging, jar. wales' mes- -

elation for Highway ilrm.m.,tt..nana

special Vepresentatlv of the federal,V.h,. i.n.-tm.- nt m,..tr.ti
.,h th' , ' . th.t v.. v,.. rvtH

by the government and by the O.--

R-- & N. Co. publicity department
Another message to the people which

I took It upon myself to deliver was
that Oregon must be organised to voUi
URn understandable and satisfactory
highway bills through th initiative
at the next election. No more of a
lerisjflture smaller than the legleUv
tion, If you please. The leaderahlp of
Governor West ' of the highway asso-
ciation and of the commercial inter-
ests points to popular highway law
popularly approved a the only log-

ical and consistent method of proced-
ure for Oregon at this time.

Highways of perfect sort in Wal-
lowa, for instance, would bring tour-
ists In to admire and wonder over the
Switzerland of the northwest. Mean
of transporting the generous crop
would be afforded. Population would
follow, and then prosperity and prog-
ress, for none of thenv ever precede
highway improvement

Where the Air la Clear.
We kept constantly exclaiming ever

the marvelous clarity of the Wallowa
county air. It seemed to our valley
eye a mil to the edge of the tnoun- -
tain. The distance was seven miles,
They tell this story in illustration:

George E. Chamberlain, then gov--
ernor of Oregon, started In company
with Ed Kccle. an Enterprise editor, up
the famed Wallowa hill.

"What is the distance to Enterpriser
asked the governor of a man thev.. . - - - . . .. ' ..agui m. mile ana nan, was me
answer.

The two trudged on for half an hour,
ana iney met anotner native.

"H0W fV is it to Enterprise rVasked
Eocle.

"About a mile and half," was th
prompt answer.

The ...
Journey. .

was continued. On and
S X ,eveTnor Rnd the editor,
They met a man.

NORTH SHOWING NATLTRAJU.
4QOFT. EMBANKMENT

'

"Written for The Journal by MarhU
N. Dana.

EMORT paints a caacadlna; itwm
which twlata a raitiuif way
throuph th A 9 nl rarged

It baa made In the hard
rnrk of the red mountain.

Abore the blue of the aky, the fold of
the aun. Below the road, a alaader
line lading the forge, and a allrery, leap-

ing trout
Patiently, the engine drew ua up the

' river alope. We had come through the
hot landa where the aanda are alwaye
atlrrlng the milt between Blgge and
UmaUUa, where the fever of the heat
cooled not In the least by the silent
flowing Columbia. The overland had
left ua at La Grande. The conductor of
the puffing, once a day train, with tta
mingling of freight and passenger cars,
had accepted our mileage. A audden
turn at Rondo wa and the Grande Ronde
rWer was left to continue Its flow
toward the Snake. We were In the
gorge of the Wallowa.

The engine chugged and sobbed. Oc-

casionally It alowcd f s If --t" rest, then
continued the pull up the grade. A
breefe blew through the open windows.
The day was all serene and beautiful.
Go fast, go alow, It was delightful.

Then, without snnouncement, the sur-

prise! The mountains bad been wails
about us, the sky a roof. A turn and It
was a level country, unending wheat
fields spilled to the north, the moun-

tains, a spiked sky line against the blue
south. It was the valley of the Wal-
lowa, the train moved more quickly.

rll MiJPU .ri1 rhurjnnh s
son. Looking upon its peaceful beauty
It was aa Impossible' to imagine strug-
gle as it was to blame Chief Joseph for
trying to bold what be considered his
own. ,

--.My friend, Phil S. Bates, Insisted that
the Wallowa country was "a continuous
succession of acinic surprises." A. H.j Avert), the third member of our party,
exclaimed "Wonderful, and the word
seemed to carry muca more than its
conventional meaning.

Our was the first good roads mis-
sionary journey into this northeastern
corner of Oregon, where the county is

'Called Wallowa, the first town, Wallowa,
the river Wallowa and the lake Wallowa.
After we had discovered that the roads
generally speaking were much better
than In the Willamette valley, we spent
a good deal of time trying to find why
the 1,883,000 acres of valley and mdun-tai- n

lack population, publicity and a
press agent In fact there are apprexl- -
mately three people to a square mile' in.
Wallowa, the 110 population figures
being 834.
Wallowa county has three towns of

importance on the railroad, Wallowa,
Enterprise and Joreph, each with a pop-
ulation of about 1200. Lostlne is a littleplace' between Enterprise and Joseph.
Flo- - is a coming community, 40 miles
north in the sheep country.

. The Wallowa river border the Blue
mountains' northern slope. It Is fed by

: the streams that dash out from the can--yon- a,

and these In turn find their un- -,

falling sources In tl$ high mountain
lakes. It may be emphasised that Wal-
lowa county, has the greatest accessible
water supply of any equal area in the

' northwest
Half of the area is arable. Dry farm-In- g

is profitable; Irrigation brings big
,

crops of wheat, alfalfa, barley, oats andsugar beets. Irrigation Is a mere mat- -
tar f ditch digging. Water is
where. The valley is IS miles long. Its

PASSING
WARNE GATES, whose

occurred In Parts Wednesday
JOHN and whose daring speculations

Wall street won for him the
title of "king of plungers,"

was a self made man If there ever was
one. Starting from practically nothing,
he fought li Is way up until he became
a man of enormous wealth, a power In
the financial world and the controlling
spirit of some of the largest bunlness
Interests In the country, All this he
accomplished by his untiring energy, his
shrewd business senBe, his unlimited

and his proverbial reck-
lessness In taking chances againt tre-- .
mendous oddn.

John W. Gates was born on a small
ff,rm near Turner Junction, now West
Chicago, 111., on May 8, 1856, the son
of Asel A. and Mary GaUs. He re- -
celved Ms early ncliooling at the dis-
trict school nrar his father's farm, and

' then took courses at Wheaton college in
' Wheaton, 111., and at Northwestern col- -

lege at Napervtlle.'" He had no liking
, for the monotony of farm life, and de- -

rldcd to enter upon a business career.
His flrat business venture was contract-
ing to hunk a neighbor" corn. With
the money saved from this undertaking
he bought a one-thir- d Interest In a
threshing machine, then a new inven-
tion.

The crops were bountiful and thresh-
ing business so profitable that after one
year Gates bought out his partners.
While traveling with his machine from

. farm to farm. Gates became acquainted
and fell in love with Dellora R. Baker,
the handsom daughter of a farmer near
St Charles, 111. ' He was but 19 years

f age and practically penniless when
he married the girl. He contracted to
clear some timber land for a farmer and
when he had fulfilled bis contract he
had $1000 in bank. With this money he
opened a hardware store at Turner

- Junction. He did good business, but
bis ambition wa not satisfied. The
pneibtlltta of the barbed wire busl-tiea- s,

then something new, attracted his
a tteBAlon, and he became traveling sales-
man for Colonel Isaac El wood, a pio-
neer, in th barbed wlr business. Gates

oon mad for himself a reputation asbeing th ot barbed wire salesman" in
tha country. H earned Jarge oomrnls--

"How far is It to Enterpriser asked
the governor.

"About a mile and a half," was the
answer again. ,

The governor made a seat en a way- -
aide boulder and rubbed his perspiring
countenance, ocle attempted encour- -- . This is ironing day in Enterprise. All Is an unexplained phenomenon, --g. lit- - mountain sde. Against the eastern sw--'

the ladles has electrlo irons, and so we tie way from Elgin, which is tile gate-- ison stand the Seven Devils monnta.ina

wer surprised, reaching Enterprise in
the middle of the day, to find the lights
on full blast. We conceitedly supposed
it was illumination in honor of our ar- -
rival. A oueston brought this answer:

"No, sir, this ain't no celebration,

always turn on the power to run their
irons on Wednesday."

Does anyone remember another such
exhibition of municipal gallantry T

We found some curious localities
near the Wallowa country. One I a
place where pure lime crops out of the
mountain side, enough to last appar- -

.- aw- -. M iinu a luvuauna years., urar on me
Imnaha is a place wher the valley pro--
duces a tropical vegetation and to fin- -

Mr. Gates went somewhat further
than wise business policy would have
suggested, for he seem to have been
tempted to overcapitalise the stock of
this combination. He had, however, al-
ways Insisted that he never really over-
capitalised, but that there was lurk-
ing or Inherent valus, or at least fut-
ure value In all the stock issued by
combinations which he ha9 organ z led.

, At all events these transactions caused

have a trout breakfast won warm grat-
itude. That trout breakfast followed
an early morning ride that will always
be remembered. F. D. McCully, banker
and. buslhees man. called us up th
night before we Intended to leave and
asked us to join him in a ride Into
the .Swamp creek country, leavng at 4
o'clock and returning in time to catch
the train at 8:30 o'clock, W told him
of the tront and he agreed to aherten
the schedule. When we tumbled out In
the gray, still morning, sleepy-eye- d we
found that Mr. MoCully'a driver waf to
be .Mrs. McCully. We told 'her ef the
trout She set the spark forward and
the road sped backward. Only when we
exclaimed over the speed made on the
sometime rocky road did she modestly
confess that seven times' she had driven
th machne over the Blue mountains,
passing places 'where the road was but
a line on the cliff, and where a csre- -
less swerve would have plunged ail
to a death far below yet without ever
an accident

One may stand at. a point on Eagle
Cap mountain 1n the heart of the range
and count IT lakes. AU about this

k viewpoint Is the eternal snow. Down,
down In the valley are homes., looking
iiko piaynouses. xne streams are silver
threads, th falls of. the Wallowa
scarf of carded wool pendant on t&e

in Idaho, grim, severe, their serrated
peaks black againat the sky. The sun
shines uninterrupted save for th n.
tier of electrlo clouds that gather on
Eagle Cap's peak of a hot afternoon.
Th air 1 so clear that distance la
as nothing. The silence that broods
over the mountains throws a snel! ever
A - . ... .xne one wno gases, until, aDashed. One
wonder at th llbertes one takea with
th great things of God.

organization were satisfactory. He waa
sure that the National Tubs company,
the Illinois Steel & Iron company andth American Tinplate company, aa
well as others, could be brought Into
combination.

Gates wanted to be one of Mm m.
Motors-o- f th trust, but Mr. Morgan,

,uB uta racKiessness, aid not con-
sider this advlsabl and kept Gates outof th board.

A few year later Gates evened hisscor with Mr. Morgan, by buying up
the controlling interest, in the Louis-
ville & Nashville railroad, which theMorgan forces ware trying to obtain.G'e "oW out to Morgan and his ahar
vi me prpius amounted to several mil-
lion dollar. After a whil Gates en-
tered the southern field, as a com-petitor of the big steel trust and or--"ganlsed th Republic Iron A Steel com-pany. Hefbought. up the controllinginterest in the Tennessee rvwi Z
1
Steel

1 11
company

Mi-
and .acquired, Important

?olam! OI or owned by tbe Ala- -

: - a w-ee- r in New
x.orK. v" mor speculating. Waloagan to fear him and the publiowondered at his titrivnnnn.

OF JOHN W. GATES REMOVES MOST INTERESTING OF AMERICAN FINANCIERS

'"uiiu
"I wouldn't feel blue. Governor," he

suggested. "At least we're holding our
own

Wallowa river and its tributaries fur--
niah an , abundance of water power,
The streams that rush from th can- -
yons could electrify the state. Where
power has been generated they have a

i. 111. Av running uiiiia uuiiug imday time and furnishing lights with the
.am power at nighty Consequently we

ufacturing corporation,
There la no reasonable doubt, that in

the mind of John W. Gates th prin
clple of combination of what had been
competing companies, and later th cell-
ing of the stock of the combination
at a profit to some other oompany, was
first conceived, at least in th west
To do this successfully Is of Itself
incontestable proof of great business
ability.

t.. S - f tilt

est of watermelons. On the hot rocks
are rattlesnakes, and the whole thing

way to the Wallowa, are caves where
water congeals in summer time, and
wherer-I- t never freezes In winter, and
this is another unexplained phenom- -
enon.

Almost th "best part of the Journey"
was the stay at Joseph. Above the city
is the crystal mountain lake; above. . , 't A I .11. A Amo 1110 injia. n xuim vnj iuim
kind folks keep a hotel.. and their sue--
cessful effort to sc that W should

Mr. Gat, when only a little past 30
years of age, to be numbered among th

ed high financiers, not using th
trm In th sense of reproach which
was afterward applied to it IV is cer-
tainly on of the achievements of Mr.
Gates that he was among th first to
recognise th business policy, economl
and wis, which lay behind th prin-
ciple of cooperation. ,

,

He must have made money very rap-Idl- y

in the year between 1886 and
1898, when he organised tha American
Steel A Wlr company. These oinder-takln- gs

were what he always regarded
his xrtad and butter business."

They were activities which wr not
only to furnish, him an Income auffl

, clent to support him In the style of
which he had . beeoma accustomed and
to permit htm to engage in some rath-
er, expensive recreations, like racing,
but a4ao to provide for a steady yearly
Increase of his cspltaL

About-th- time Mr. Gates organized
th American Wlr A Steel company:

That wa long before the organiza-
tion of the UnltedGetates Steel corpora-
tion

i

had been dreamed of; It was at
a time when the Carnegie Steel com-
pany was gaining among
Amerlcnn steel and iron manufacturers.
The underlying principle of the consol-
idation of these steel and wire manu-
facturing companies does not differ
greatly from the principle adopted In
all the later combination of other man

S -- f
.
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sions, but that did not satisfy him.
Mr. Gates undoubtedly could have ac-

cumulated a large fortune through his
yearly savings had he chosen to

a salesman. He was of that clans
of salesmen who prefer to take theirpay In commissions. His fees of thatkind would have been very large, and
from them .he could have saved eachyar considerable sums of money.

llut the order of his Intellect andtemperament led him Into a kindred, al-
though somewhat advanced, field ofoperation. He had! become known to
the great merchants, to the bankers andto the manufacturers of St. Louis, who
rcgardad him with considerable curious
Interest because of his great capacity
as a salesman In Texas and the south-
west.

Undoubtedly, Mr. Gates' attention was
centered upoirbarbed wire at first be-
cause this newly Invented fencing ap-
paratus had been brought to his atten-
tion while running his little store at
Turner Junction. It was one of thegreat inventions of the. time, at least
so far as service to the agricultural
Industry of the west was concerned. A
very large manufactory of barbed wire
had been established at Worcester,
Mass., but this was not the concern
with which Mr. Gates was identified.

He introduced, into Texas barbed wlr
invented for and manufactured by

of Illinois. His roamlngs through
j exas satisfied nlm that there waa i
greater rield for. himself in th manu-
facture of barbed Wire than In the sale
of the commodity through his personal
exertion. When ho made his proposi-
tion to capitalists of St. Louis to estab-
lish a barbed wire establishment at St.
Louis, he was most cordially welcomed.

It Is an Interesting fact In the career
vi mr, uaies mai, a ne was undoubted
Iv the first to aurat the r.rm n
the Idea out Of which the TTnlteH fftKt
Steel corporation grew, he was also on
of the first, some say actually th first,
to introduce the modern method of com-binatl-

into manufacturing circles of
the west. He was then 30 year
of age when he organised the Southern

"Wire company, and later consolidated
that with two other companies, naming,
the combination th Consolidated Steel"
Wire aompany.

he formulated in his mind a plan iron & coal com- -
which. If It had been adopted, would P"" th International Power com-ha- v

created an International steel and 1a"jr' '

Iron trust This plan would have ben- - ?.r1 a number ot years Gate resided
in violation of th Sherman sjitt-tru- st in Chicago, where he owned-- a fine man-
ia W as that law has recently ben in- - alon. on Michigan avenue. H sold th

. terpreted by th supreme court But nous In 1908 and removed to New
at th tlm Mr. Gates worked tit th yfrk' where for tomi tlm ha oooupled
details "of It h wa advisd 'that- it ??'meilt at he plaea htel. Paying
would not b in vlolaUon of our law. ' ysr'rnt for tha same. He

, Out, of that plan grew-t- h germ of -- f'1 b.,, P'unger and daring specu- -

hitrat "

tne uniira ewra oioei corporaupn.
When the varlou complications oec.
sloned by th alleged purpoes of Mr.
r....i. ma hi. ...nKi.tu m huiM
Carnegie Steel company railroad and inAam,,bUn operations, whether
to enter into violent competition wittt a card table, the race track or th

.certain other steel and Iron producing ."0 ltcnn"- - In the course of his
companies, caused a very tralrfd and a,at .lost many mllUon by daring
dangerous situation to arise. It was specqiationi, but recovered his losses
John W. Gate '; who suggested to ' n aceumOlat. an enormous fbrtuna,
Charle M. Schwab that the peril, could S;,m,ate4t from 26.000.000 to 50.
be eliminated and that a very y great ,200'0.00: v th last few years h
opportunity could be seised through ?vt rcat deal of his attenUon to
th combination Into on great corpora--; jn development of, his large business
tion of th . 'Carnagle companie and ' Intereat in Txa and In other part of
various other stlnd iron producing th south and southwest . ,

' 4,' --

eompanles. :, f:- - ': '::1'' '' '

Into that corporation Mr. Gates said The pin Is believed to be th oldest
that th American Steal A Wlr com- - of trees, Som having attained th

VUUL
The lata John W. Gates and timl gladl' t go, provided: th of 700 yeara.wouldpenr

i


