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And What Is
Being Done I
to. Preveht_ -.
Its Destruction
of the Forests

Written for The Journal by Fred W,
Vinoent.
IRE!

Reverberating through the tim-
bered® regions of <the Pacific
slope last autumn, that single
word foreshadowed the deaths of

90 human beings, the loss of approxi-
mintely $26,000,000 worth of merchant-
able timber; the devastation of more
than 8,400,000 acres of timber land; the
destruction of forage on 764,000 scres
of open land and the ruination of hun-
dreds of settlers and homesteaders who
had staked their all on one roll of fate's
dice—and lost!

Plain facts these! BSimply a small
_part of the data collected by experts
who came after the surging lines of
exhausted, smoke choked, fire stained
men had retired from the desolats
stretches of what had once been great
sweeps of majestic forest,

Though the cost was great, and the
northwest, especially, will feel the ef-
fect of the blow for a generation to
come, In one way the great conflagra-
tlons djd a vast amount of good. They
awakened the people to the value of
protection and brought home the faect
that one half the standing timber of
the United States, stands in Qregon,
Washington, Idaho and Montana, and it
is in constant’ danger of destruction.

And once aroused, no time was lost
in taking measures to protect the for-
ests—the fountain head of ome of the
west's greatest resources—from future
harm.

How well they succeeded is seen in
the forest fire chistory of this season.
A number of fires have occurred; the
climatiec conditions this summer made
opportunity for destructive blazes, but
this year found public and private inter-
ests prepared, and the result has been—
very few fires of any magnitude and
small losses. i

This splendid showing was not aocl-
dental. It Is a result of hard-headed
work on the part of the atate and fed-
eral governments, the rallroads, lumber-
men and of timber assoclations.

Prevention the Cure.

When the cry of “Fire” had died away
and smouldering stumps marked the
graveyard of millions in wealth, the
federal government was among the first
to count the coat and act. Congream
mnde an emergency appropriation of
$1,000,000 to fight forest fires of 1811;
expert fire fighters were sent intg the
timber country to teach settlers and
foresters "the sclence of subduing con-
flagrations; laborers were put to work
constructing tralls into the virgin for-
est stands; fire breaks were made,

mountain telephone lines installed and
systematic efforts were made to &ar-
range a cooperative fire fighting and
patrol system with logging companies,
timber agsoclations, and -rallroads for
1811 and suocceeding years.

Meanwhile the timbermen banded to-
gether in strong organizations and aided
by business interests and orystalized
public sentiment united In Oregon,
Washington and Idaho to promote legis-
lation to better ajd in the preservation
of the forests. The socalled capitaliatic
class and so called mass, for once at
least works In harmony. HBach recog-
nized one's loss meant money out of
pocket for the other.

In Montana the legislature did noth-
ing, despite the fact that her fire loss
last year in timber alone was $5,360,000.
Most of the fires occurred in the gov-
ernment reserves and her timbermen,
unorganized, asked nothing of the gtate,
and nothing was glven. This summer
she faces a dry seagon, her wilderness
primed for fire, with only uncertain
funds for fighting them and crude stat-

utes to enforce Inoperative punitive
laws,
Nor did Californla do any better. In

er forestry office beyond this con-
d limit. And this season no mora
done. Fifteen thousand dollars an-
nually is appropriated to run the for-
estry office beyond this contracted
Hmit. That is eall. The prohibitory
cade 18 good but to enforce it fire war-
dens must depend on uncertain compen-
sation from private or the county purse.
But California’s fire loss was small,
less than half a million dollars’ warth
of timber burned last year and it is no-
torifous that humankind (s prone to lock
the stable after the horse ls stolen.
California’s loases this year will be
heavier, however, largely because of the
lack of proper preparation, A fitting
illustration of what happens when there
are no efficlent patrol systems 1s seen
in the forest fires which swept an
area of 96 square miles of timber land
and watersheds in the San Bernardino
mountaina during the last two weeakn.
More than 600 men fought the confla-
grations until the flames dled down of
thelr own accord. The Tflre fighters
falled, and the cost of thelr hire was
mote than sufficient to defray the ex-
pense of keeping a splendld patrol on
the ground all summer. Had such a
patrol been in operation the probabil-

BILLS GENTLE H]NT—By Berton Bralcy

Says § to bill O'Hoollgan, that is me bosom frind,

“The Dimmyecratic

rty” 1s a-comdn’' to an Ind;

It may not be so clear to you, but I kin pln[nlyﬂ Boe

Yer only hoﬁm of Hiven is to
Bays 1 to BIll O'Hooligan, *

ine the G. O, P.
ut up!"” sayas Bill to me.

Bays I to Bill O'Hoollgan as he was.dhrinkin’ booxze,

— “Ye'd better cut that

abit out, each dhrink ve shuod refuse,

It takes away the braim of ye—though little that may be—

It makes vou waste yer hard earned cash In
“Shut up!" says

Bays I to Bill O'Hooligan,

oln' on a spreea!™
15111 to me.

Says I to Blll O'Hoollgan, “Yer way of eatin' soup

Is llke the sound av

washin' day uvon the kitchen stoop;

Yern manners is in nead av change, as I've explained to ye, »

Jur

listen to this frind ay yours that knows moclety.”

Says I to Bill O'Hooligan, “S8hut up!™ l‘ayn Bill to me,

Bays 1 to Bill O'Hooligan, "The kind av clothes you wear

1 somethin’ limpig
You ought ty stu

scandglous, a scarecrow you would scare,
y styles an' things frum Hats to hoslery

An' git a line on how to dress so ye'll be fit 10 see.”
Says 'l to BIIl O'Hooligan, “Shut up!" says Bill to me,

1 was full av good
Saye I'to BI1l O'Hooligan,

'%nrs 1 to Bill O'Hooligan—*"fhut u
ut

" says Bill to ma,

vide to offer to him fres;
Bad temper isn't nice.”

An' Bill he niver sald a word, but up an' hit me twica;
An' suddenly It dawned on me—HE DIDN'T WANT ADVICE!

RE-SEEDING
FIRE-SWEPT

AREA IN WINTER

Ities are strong that the big blazes
would not have occurred because they
would have been extinguished before
they had attalned uncontrollable magni-
tude, and California and the federal
government would not be out of pocket

and thut desolate blot would not be
geenn In southern Californla’'s for&Emt,
distriots today. The fires were fitting o
lessons.

The Northwest's Expgrience,

In Oregon, Washington and Idaho,
however, things were different. Mil.
llons on milllons of feet of timber went
up in smoke, 90 men were inclnerated,
42,000 head of llvestock perished, towns
wnd settlers’ homes burned, miles of
rallroad lines were destroyed and the
resultant loss of approximately $30,000,-
000 waoas felt allke by sheepman, mer-
chant, timberman and laborer. One
million two hundred and fifty thousand
dollars was expended by the state and
federal governments and Umber owners

in the losing battle with hundreds of
conflagrations, before mnature, turned
suddenly kind, released the pent wup

storms and ended the long drought and
disastrous fires,

But the echo of the cry “Firé!” was
persistent—it reached evelry man 1in
these Lhres states, where lumbering Is
one of the chief Industries. The result
was that great strides were made to-
ward fire prevention.

Progressive laws were enacted; tim-
ber owners, heretofore loosely organized
or not at all, banded close together and
spared no expenss in making ready for
this summer's struggle againat ths de-
structive element and in educating the
publie to the danger of forest confla-
grations; with them other Intereats co-
operated to the fullest extent.

The Oregon leglslature raised ita for-
outry appropriation from §260 teo
$60,000 and enacted a new forestry
code which is considered the most ad-
vanced and flexible of any of the state's
oodes, ve Minnesota's,

Un ity provisions foresiry mat-
ters are controlled by a non-political
board, which appoints the state for-
ester, who in turn selects his own dep-
uties, The forester Is permitted to
dispose of $30,000 each year as he deems
best. This allows the stale to cooper-
ate financially with timber associa-
tions, private owners or corporations in
tha suppression of fires or in forest
patrol and other preventive measufes,

The law, in additlon, requires that lo-
comotives and sawmlill engines shall
carry wpark arresters during the Ary
goason. that rallroad right of wayve
must be cleared of inflammable materials
and slashinges in wooded distriots can
be burned only under supervision of
forestry officialss. To make obedience
of tha law more certain stringent pen-
nitles are provided for its vinlation,

The new Wnshington law Is much the
same a8 Oregon's, save that thers (s
danger of political interference in its

fullest operation. Washington raised
her forestry appropriation from §23,000
to 338,000

Idaho handles her forest situation as
though the state were a private owner,
The code 18 g0 arranged that the state
cooperates with private Interests in all
matters pertalning to the care of the
timbered reglons, bearing Its share aof

'SOLDIEER
FTRE FIGHTRE

DESOLATION
WHERE ONCE

WHERE DISASTROUS

CEOWN FIRE 1S LIABLE TO HAFPPEN

expenssa on a pro rata basls, in ratio to
the acreage involved.

Under this statute the detalls of for-
estry administration are largely in the
hands of timhermen whose object, nat-
urally, would bas to make it ns effective
ng possibla,

The merits of the cnde are striking.
The danger of Influenced politics are
done away with and the care of the for-
exls are directed by men competent to
handle such mattern, The state gets
the beet possible return on Its money,
beacause the Idaho nrsociantions are
highly organized and efficlent.

On the other hand Idaho does not en-
force the prohihitory Ilaws where It
nwne no timber and practieally recog-
nizes no responsibility In  protecting
Iife and property In outside districts,
This probably wliil be changed by the
next legislatures to Include the entire
state In a protective polley—to & cer-
taln degree at least.

The Fallon law was on the books he-
fore the disastrous fires of last sum-
mer which cost Idahe approximately

$21,000,000 in burned timber, and dam-
aged runches, towns and rallrond lnes,
in addition to causing the deaths of 77

man.

It was an awful toll to pay, but

the price was necessary, largely through

laxity In

then

extant,

the enforcement of the laws
and Imck of preparedness

for just much An emergency as the un-
usual drouth of 1510 superinduced.

Cooperation and Vigilance.

Rut

That takes men, money,

Inws do not extingulsh fires,

nystem. This

was one of tha great lessong taught by

Inst venr'
E0 nmiss.

Arn poon as tha leglslatures of

northwest

lumber corporations,

ernment,

s experlence and It did not
the
had done thelir part the big
the federa] gov-
timher assoclations and rall-

roads began thelr arrangements,

The government naturally

attentlon

turned Its

to the forest reserves and

during the winter large partles of men

wera kept
Bands of
trees amd

in the fleld re-seeding thou-
acres of devastated lands to
grasses, constructing tralls

MOUNTATIN

FOAD THAT
CONSTITUTES
FIRE-BREAK.

and firebrenks and stringing telephons
lines through the forests to make it
poseible to pspemble flrefighting forces

at any polnt qulekly. Approximately
$100,000 wue mpent In the work this
spring and summer in Oregon and

Washington alone, and the beglinning
of the fira season found 1500 miles of
tralls, and 700 miles of plhone lines

winding through the wilderneas,
At present 550 men are on constant
duty patroling the reserves, watching

-~ careless cnmpers and hunters and never

oftca relaxing thalr vig!l against the
woodland’'s arch enemy.

The rallroads llkewlise nadded thelr
contributiona to the common fund of
protection The SBouthern Pacific, one
of the bhiggest timbor owners In  the
world, has scores of men patroling
1,000,000 acres of land it owns in Ore-
gon and the great tracts It possesses in
northern California, Tte patrols have
instructions to eooperate in all efforts
to flght fires, whether the conflagra-
tlone are on its land or an outsider’s
It protects others, because others pro-
tect t—for this is the new aystem that
obhtaine in the northwest as a result of
the lemron of 1910

In Washington the HII1 rallroad ava.

tems g0 even further by cooperating
with the government. They bear thas
eost of putting out all fires that orig-
fnate within n mile of their right of

the cost of any blaze outside
resultant from fires within

the blggest malnetays In
the gigantle scheme, however, are the
timber associations of the Pacifle
slope, which are banded together under
the name of tha Western Forestry and

way and
this limit
it. Among

GEOUND FIRE
CREEATREST
DANGEFR
HERE

Conservation assoociation. Practieally
every assoclation from California to
Montane are members of the organisa-
tlon. Timber owners, whose fortunes
are tled up In the forests, 'compose it
and thousands upon thousands of del-
lars dare poured out with lavisa hand
to assure the safety of their aboreal
treasure.

Each member i{s assessed in ratio to
his holdings, and no assessament lmit
Is recognized when funds are
A8 a usual thing two cents an here is
the cost of operating its comprehansive
patrol system, in which hundreds of
men are employed. Should an smer-
gency arise, however, this ean be ele-
vated to any figure, Over $300,000 an-
nually |y expended for protection and
a# a result the most magnificent stand
of timber In the world is given the effi-
cient care It so richly deserves.

For timbermen are vividly cogilsant
that the country Is enriched 3125,000,000
snch year through lumbering opera-
tions, most pof which goes directly to
western cltizens In wages. They reo-
ognize that each fire means a direct
lnss, not only to themsalves, but to the
rommonwealth, and with one aeccord
they oombine to fight against fire and
preserve to the west her magnificent
birthright—the forests.

The Question.
From ths Catholle Standard and Times.
Dremer—"“Did you e&ver thing what
you would do If you had Rocksfellar's
income?
Mugley—"Yes: and I've often womd-
ered what he'd do If he had mma™

' CURRENT EVENTS, ADMINISTRATIVE, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL AS PICTURED BY THE CARTOONISTS
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