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Scholarly Governor and the Progressive

i Iatimate View of New Jersey's
' ; emment for Which He Stands,

[FWOODROW WILSON MAN OF THE HOUR

Principles of Representative Gov-

By C. E, 8. Wood.
Woodrow Wilson I8 clean shaven men-
“tally as well s facially. It is & pleas-

ure to hear bim talk, because of his
plearcut language. Jlie uses words as
the wkilled mechanic uses his tools and
{llustrates the very opporite of Tally-
rand’s cynfeal witticism that language
was givem to conceal thought. There
{8 no excuse for efther the Illiterate man
Lor the scholar not knowing precisely
what Governor Willson's thoughts are
after he has lstencd to the words whieh,

sentence by sentence, drop out,
sharply minted, without confusfon and
of the simplest style, so slmple as to
ba clasaical

He was a refreshing contrast to the
usual politieal orator. Instead of giit-
tering generalities there were specific
conerete statements. Instend of a clond
of fine sounding phrases, appeniing to

patriotiam, loyalty, and the emotions
there was close, logical reasoning upon
the actunl facts as we all Kknow them
actually to exist He sald he had no
nee for theorles but only for facts and
that he never attempted to be Ir:gl:'ﬂl
quiet, but hnpressive,
His manner 18 g b ‘l'u-l e C BB Weol

with absolute sincerily.
minutes after he

oaruestness In flve
has begun speaking. He I8 neither cold
nor magnetle, but he has the charm
of a distinet personality, of perpetual
humor and of an Inborn love for and
bellef In the commopn man. He recog-
nizges *“The Brotherhood of Man,” ns
it 18 so often phrased, an Ingtinet which
is inborn and which can not be no-
aulred Governor Wlilsen claims It
does exist 10 pome degree In everyone,
that It is part of the germ of life and
the condition of llving and that there
is no one so apparently cold, selfiah and
heartless but that somewhere In his
maksup exists this love of humanity,
gleaming lke a spring in a dark grove.

Woodrow Wilson's bellef is that these
pelfish men, grasping and apparently

may be called an assembly of the old
guard of insurgents in Oregon, a bodyy
In which all classes, all professions
and all parties were represented. That
evening he gpoke at the University club
at a dinner given In his honor, and at &
o'clock he addre the people at the
Armory, which wis packed to the doors |
with one of the largest audlences ever
gathered in Portiand. Govermor Wllmnl
remarked himself that he was speaking
oftener than |t was constitutional for
& governor to db, Hp evidently has, as
all thoughtful men have, n good natured
contempt for this ldolatry of paper con-
stitutions, those shackles put upon the
living by the dead, and made aifficult to
alter, as {f the wisdom of government

eruel men, only need to have their point | would die with the makers and the liv-
of view corrccted, and under different|ng generstions would not be competent
conditions they too wlill glve thirsty|i1o judge for themselves.

Though he did not say so and I have
no right to say so for him, I guess
that like all thoughtful men he be-
lleves written constitutions are uneces-
sary te a peopla whose machinery of
government Is truly sufficlent and
properly ad ted, which ours as yet
is not. The ndamentals of constitu-
tional rights and lberty are not writ-
ten on parchments, but, by blood and
turmoll and rebelllon, In the history of
the people and in the traditions car-
ried in thelr hearts, and most of all In
the Instincty for self-preservation. If
a povernment be truly representative
of all the prople there is no need for
written constitutions, Thes peopls will
taks care of themaslves. Every syl-
Inbleé of any real value In the United
Btates constitution is drawn from the
unwritten conatitution of Englan®;
pchieved In the struggle of her peopie
for liberty.

England's Conmstitution Unwritten.

England never had a written constl-
tution., It is true she has \certain his
toric acts on parchment — the magna
charta, habeas corpus, the bill of
rights—but th,r is not a straw which
can be inte between an act of
pariiament and its perfeat execution
No court In Epgland oan set Asida an
act of parliament upon the claim that
tha constitution of England is higher
than parllament., The fact !s, nothing
fs higher than parllament. Parliament
I8 higher tham the eonstitutlen. Par-
Hament makes the constitution, because
parliament I8 truly representative -of
the people, to a degree at least, and
the constitution, therefore, slowly fol-
lows and is moulded to fit the chang-
ing thought and changing life of the
English people. No secret logislation
is possible, and upon all questliong of
moment a direct referendum to the
peaple I8 forced In the shape of & new
election for & new parllament Can-
ada has followed the example of the
mother country, In Canada, as in Eng-
land, theres I8 no written constitution.
No court can met @mlde a law of the
colonlal parliement. Beeret legislation
s Imposeible, and the mmjority in par-
llament keepsn its eyes on the way the
popular wind {s blowing, for their con-
tinuance In charge of the government
depends upon the pofular wind, and iIf
ever any important measure proposed
by the government i{s voted down In
parllament, a direct referendum to the
people has to ba taken.

I suspect that Governor Wilson has
the flexibllity and the historle suff!-
clency of the British form of govern-
ment somewhat in mind {n his eritielsm
of our state governments, New Jersey
a8 well as Oregon, and Oregon as well
as others. For example, one thought
which In some form or another appearsd
In each of his addresses relating to
government was that the leader se-
lected by the peopls, for Instance =
governor of a stats, ought to have the
power to originate laws on behalf of
the people, present thess laws before the
legislature and elaborate arguments in
thelr favor. He clalmed that under
the constitution of New Jersey he had
a right to present these bills, and was
doing it; and that he would not hesi-
tate to suggest a law in general terms,
and actually to prepare the law and
submit it to the legislaturs; but at this
point, under the present econstitution
his power would end. The measure
would be buried In a committes and he
could not help himself, except by some
indirect political expedient.

Wilson's Theory of Lsadsrship,

His opponent In the New Jersey cam-

palgn, as I understand the matter.

humanity drink from this hidden spring.
A Veritable "Highbrow.”

Governor Wilson lo of medium helght,
spare rather than stout, has ths long
face of the pensitive nature and intel-
Jectunl man, to which length of face &
kgh brow and a long chin contribute
He 18 one of our veritable “highbrows.”
He has been a member of the facultles
of four different universitios, president
of Princeton, professor of politioa’
selence and government; bhas written a
political hintory of the United Btates,
&nd In the history and theory of gov-
ernment is certainly the, best equipped
man in publie life in the United States
today,

The question was: “Being a statesman
in theory; could he be a practical poll-
ticlan?™ New Jersey has furnished a
complete answer., He hag been politl-
clan enough to pick the professional
. Ppoliticians up in his hand with such de-
| ETees of gentieness or severity as sult-
od the occaslon. It is quite thoroughly
understood that the governor of New
Jersey wears Woodrow Wilson's hat. His
own view of It is that it Is a simple
matter, publie opinion, after all, gov-
erns if it can only be brought to bear.
The great mass of the common people
will have their own way If you only
show them how: and, as he says, all
that he did was to find out all he could
find out of the secret workings of the
machine and then tell the people all that
¢ be knew, He had no secrets from them

but took them fully Into his confidence,
and public eépinlon did the rest, He
Added that the pralse bestowed om him
for being simply an honest man who
kept his word, was almost pathetle, for
it showed how often and how much
the people have been betrayed and how
little they expect from men they have
elrcted to office as their trustees and
Bervants. -

A Btons Wall for the Righs.

His determined hawkltke nose and

firm and slightly projeeting bulldog

lower jaw were by his Scoteh-
Irish ancestry for nothing™“&ge can well
Imagine that his New JerseMy adversa-
ries found him, and that his fSture an-

¥ tagonists will find him, a stone wall for
i the right; and fortunately his conception
e of the right Is the simple cohception
i that the blessings of the land, the bless-
ingd of liberty and the privileges of gov-
ernment, are for all the people and not
for any select or privileged class who
constitute themselves the governors of
the people, Yet Governor Wilson quite
correctly gives these governing bosses
eredit as a body for an entire sincerity
of belief that they are the proper anes
to govern the people and that they can
govern the people better than the people
can govern themselves. As he himself ex-
b pressed it, the Hamiltonian theory of

- government has expanded far beyond the
| Jdeas of Hamilton, and the conception
today Is that those having the largest
@ properly  Interests have the moust at
" stake; they come nearest to being the
owners of the corporation, and therefors
they have the right to govern, forgetful
of the fact that human life, human hap-
piness and human liberty and the rights
of the common man are Infinitely more
important than property, and that the
masses of men constitule the majority
stockholders in the corporation and the
l;rleat property holders only the 'minor-
ty.

Though Governor Wilson takes what
¥ may be called, in a general way and
not referring to the Boclalist party, the
soclialistic view that soolety exists for
the good of all, for equal opportunity
to all and law given privileges to nons,
yet he was insiatent to Instruet the
people that all could not take part in

Restores Color to Gray or Faded Halr.

be & good law abiding figurehead of = |
:  Whereas Governor Wilson
snid: "1 have parsonal knowledge that |
many of the most important laws pre-'
monted to the New Jersey legislature
originated In the offices of corporation
lawyears. They are then presented to|
favorabla committees and the nwrh0~1
logical moment fa watched to put them
through with the greatest secrecy and
the least publicity,” “Now,” sald hs,
“If a ecorporation lawyer oan prepare
& law, of course a governor can pre-
pare on¢ as an individual, but I olalm
that he should he empowered (0 prepare [
the law as governor of the peopls, rep- |
resenting the people, and should have
wer to present hig reasons for the
W, to watch It Iin Its passage, to drag
it out from committees If It be buried
1 can do this now after a fashion.” con-
tinued he, "By preparing & law, glving |
my reasons to the public; and 1f it s
buried in committee, set Lthe constitu-
ents of the chalrman of that commnit-
tes on his trall and make it uncomfort-
able for him If be leaves the law em-
balmed In his committes. Hut this Is
not an orderly and regular way to pro-
ceed. This I8 not a part of the organie
machinery of government, and it {8 un-
Just to the legislature beoause the legisn- |
Iature has no opportunily of answering
the governor back, and the governor
mny be wrong and the lagisiature right.
The only way to asoertaln any wrong
or any r{ght Is by debate, by looking at
the quesdtion from all gldes, and thiws
debate, to be of value to the people,
must bé publle, and the debate, to be ot
value to the lawmakeras themselves, and
& restraint and a eorrectlon upon im-
proper conduct, must be public. The
great tonlc and the great corrective
for corpuption and betrayal and selfish-
neas, ls publieity.”
I am of course not giving Governor
Wilson’s express words, which wers
chosen with perfect fitness for his mean-
ing, but the above Is the senmss of a
thought which, as [ say, evidently |
seemed to him so {mportant that it is
the one thought he brought forth again
and again. Now how can the governor,
or the people’'s executive, have & chance
to originate bills and present them to
the legislature, and present his side In
debate, and drag them from thelr burial |
place in a committes unless the gover-
nor, ex-officio, has = right upon the
floor of the legislative halls to present
the bill, make the argument for it, and
to keep it allve and bring It to a de-
¢lsion? On the other hand, how can the |
legislature be assured of fair play un- |
less this debate takos places In Its own |
balls, where each and every mamber of
the legislature as a represantative of the
people has the right to present his
viewsT - And how can all this threshing
over of the matter in debate be made
wholly public for the Interest and in-
atruction of the people, except by pub-|
e debate In the leginlative chambers.
Therefore T Infer t':at Governor wi- |
son believes, as all thoughtful men do,
that the rigld denlal to the executive, |
inm our fedornl constitution and In the |
state constitutions imitated from It, of |
any part In originating legisiation, |
watching over its passage and taking
part in the debates upon It, Is & great |
mistake., It came about through the
excessive hatred of monarchy at the
time of the revolution, when our presi- |
dent or exsautive was Ilkened to the
kind, and it was fearsd the presidency
might even become a kingship fn the
hands of séme ambitfous tyrant. The
framers of the constitution were forget- |
ful of the fact that even the king orf
England, by his cabinet or ministry,
has access to the halls of law making.
[ wiah to take this occasion once more
to publicly announce my hearty agres-
ment with what I assume to be Gover-
nor Wilson's meaning, that we will
never get the true correctlve for ex-
ploiting laws and selfish interest laws— |
we wlill never get the true education of
the people in government as a vital
concern in which they are partners—and
we wlll never get that constant interest
and attention of the people which means
evolution and progress, untll we get,
these two things: First, & short ballot, |
In which the people undertake to select |
only the very fewest and most Import- |
ant of thelr executive agents, leaving to |
thess administrators the duty and the
responaibility of selecting all others, th.(
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; government; that there must be some | clalmed that this was unconstitutional,
; delegation, that it was desirable to|and that if he were el W
bhave leadership, that the essential  ee 3 wewd

I thing was to adjust the machinery so
that men of great abllity would feal
p=that lfe held no greater opportunity
emfl offered no greater reward than
public service, for the public welfare.
B In this connection, his approval of the
initiative and referendum, thes direct
primary, and what is known as the
Oregon system, was unreserved and
without equivocation. But he pointed
out that these were only correoctive
. steps, breaking down that secret and
B/ exclusive barrier between the people
3 and the law making power vested in
" legislatures, of our incomplete system
& . of government.
R The initiative and referendum
B the people the power to throw over-
. . board, if necessary, thelr legislatures
5 and enact thelr own laws for them-
selves. Bo with the direct primary, it
is & lash held upon the beck of the old-
time convention, which met meraly to
) TRty a slate prepared In secret. But
o he sssumed (and speaking for myself
and those who have been momewhsat In-
strumental in bringing about the Ore-
gon system, he rightly assumes) that
thess measures were only the means
to mn end, Intermediate steps, and that |
It could not be contemplated and s not
cantemplated that the initiative and ref- |
‘etendum shall take the place of a truly
\pepresentative legislative body and
gthat the whole poople of Oregon shall |

’ € the lawmakers In detall for all!
o m laws of Oregon.
"\ A Constitutiopal Toomociast. |
Governdr Wilson argived in Portland |
morming apd Jeft Friday
Thursday evening he spoke at a
uet given him by the Commerclal
and after that, Iafe at night, he
" the newspaper men &t the
b he next day he mpoke at
he T. M C A to what
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In the many spesches made by Gor-
ernor Wilson while with us, it was de-
lightful to note that, with a certaln
spontaneily, he found from each gather-
Ing occaslon to present msome new
thought rﬂlu.ﬂl to the time OFf
course, what he sald were old thoughts
to him, and bad been pollshed and re-
polished by years of friotion " In his
trained mind; but I mean he did not re-
peat himself wo far as his audiences
ware concerned, but threw out to each
an appropriate thought, well worthy of
their digestion. His one recursent
thought might be condensed futo this
statement: *“1 thoroughly approve a‘
your Oregon sywtem, but |f you thin
You have coms to fhe end, you are mis-
taken. Man ne stands wtlll, either
Individually or a8 & nation, You have
only got into & preliminary position,
and your next step, which I will not
Attempt to dictate or sugegst, must be
to devise some organic Institution or
institutions which more or less auto-
mationily will preduce purity of admin-
istration and legislation, and this can
only be done by making It automatical-
ly inevitable that the people's sxecutive
shall not be a figurehsad In the matter
of proposing and watohing over the peo-
ple's legialation, and that proposed leg-
Islation shall be assured of the fullest
publicity by debate and discussion and
that 1t cannot be Kiflled by burial In
commitees. Your initiative and refer-
endum must be & means te this end,
for 1t eannot be supposed that you in-
tand to make of the entire stats a leg-
islatlve assembly, of threwing the leg-
islative power open to every person
who, for means best known to himself,
can prooure the necessary petition. That
you will always keep the power of the
Initiative and referendum in your hands,
now that you have:got it is a matter
of courss; but you will keep It as &

His human sympathy and knowledge of
ecanomics give him = thorough unders
standing of the Injustios of modern
oonditions and a bravery to battle for
the rights of the common , "uch as
I am convinced would be say the
leant, the equal of Colonel Bryan's or
Colonel Roosevelt's, and which is ealm-

foree; and hia sense of humor, with his
human » athy, makes him le
and atiract§ people to him; and the

whole combination seoures their confi-
dence. .

In my epinion, It has been a tive

|.aducation to have had this visit from

Governor Wilson. He sald he had re-
celved much benefit and Instruction
from ua It ls my hops and bellef that
the people of Oregon have recelved
much ald and instruction from him In
the problems with which we are now
wrestling In state and municipal gov-
ernment; and in my opiniom, it makes
very lttle difference to Governor Wil
pon whether he becomes president of
the United States or not. He treats
that subject in a dignified way, say-
ing that the office 18 too exalted for
and high a trust for any man to refuse
But whether he ever be president of
the United Btates or not, we may be
thankful he has stepped out of the
cloister of the univeraity and has taken
for his larger class the people of ths

.
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ave received six carloads already, ‘which are
To make a long story short, our floors are simply jammed
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