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_AN EPOCH MAKING DECISION

REFUSAL OF the interstate
pommerce commission to au-
thorize an advance of rallroad
rates is an epochal declsion. It

the most Important order ever

; by that tribunal. it ls the
- step for control of rallroads
\ tlh’ this country.
. The rafiroads sought an advance
" of an ayerage of 16 per cent in the
on 180 articles. They clalmed
_the cost of everything is higher
ql that inereased business caunsed
' an arithmetical increase in transpor-
" gation cost. The latter was an as-
. tounding proposition that, if assent-
- #d to by the commission, would jus-

-
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the end would prescribe no

mmulell universally hnuhr
This latest decieion is evidence of a
" final approach toward effective reg-
ulation and a g solution of oge
g{mm“ut hmin na 1

A decislon uthoﬂlin! the ad-
'nnm on the contentions of the com-
es would have established max-
that; fn all likelihood, would

ve undermined the usefulness if
had not actually destroyed the
commission. The struggle was a
. last stand by the combined roads
. over an issue of gigantlc moment to
tlul -onlmesidoudthoplhue
the other.” The decision marks

mmmhm It pro-
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m provided a way by

lldoﬁtv in
to nomi-

llhﬂi muym governor. It
was proposed as & harmonizer, but in

Republican Idaho last November it
~ ylelded a Democratic governor.

. pubverts a fundamental in the pri-
mary law, anll provides that for the
present simple method there ghall
~ be substituted a complicated and
 gumbersome system. It compels men

q 10 vote for candidates holling views
"diametrically opposed to their own
© and may make votes so cast & means

5‘.“ nominating such objectlonnble

& candidate. It forces the voter to

" wote for such a candldate under pen-

fity of having his ballot thrown out

. for non compliance, a feature in di~

t_!ot conflict with the Oregon con-

'~ stitution.

It 18 a most sweeping change in
the Oregon primary, and if he had
not ‘vetoad It, Governor West would
bave violated his campaign pledges.

- “1 will fight to a finish any attempt”

. by the legislature to tamper with the

. direct primary, be said in his declar-

‘" atlon of candidacy. He relterated

" thé promise from every platform in

5 veto, would have been a complete

-mﬂnﬂn of his promises,

L Not only did Mr. West make

3;- -

M m but so did Mr. Bow-|

He made them in a pablic,
“mede them on the plat-
¢ e ~F'("‘

ture, - There was thus
candidates

57
Py ould not make
| m in the primary

§ the Oregonian assafl-
W-t I’or hll yeto of

further rate increases, and |

Apaign. Anything else but a|

mldo them in his cam-]

.| and being largely

' advige as to what changes the
|primary law may require, It has
DIIM horse with the direct primary
1trom the beglnning. Its attacks
upcn it have been Incessant and ma-
lignant, Tt has never lost an op-
portunity to .assail it with Invective
and ridicule. Because we have the
direct primary and other popular
forms, it ealls Oregon “the fool of
|the family.” "
{  The Oregonian tried to kill the di-
rect primary with the assembly. It
led the campalgn for the assem-
bly. It was godfather and - wet
nurse for the assembly. It fon-
dled and coddled the nssembly,
and declared that the assembly
would “put the knife and the knife
to the hilt” to Republicans who took
Statement One-of the primary law.
By its record of hatred, mallgnity
and abuse of popular government, it
is the last authority in Oregon to go
to for advice as to changes in the
primary law. _..

Yet, It tells us that the primary
should be changed by adoption of
the second cholce hocus pocus. It
wanted the assembly yesterday, but
wants the second cholce today. Does
the Ethiopian change its skin? Does
the legpard change Its spots?

The people repudiated the assem-
bly. They beat the assembly candl-
date. They demanded tifat there be
no change in the popular laws. They
elected West because they thought
he would prevent a change, and he
has prevented fIt,
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POPGUN STATESMANSHIP

HERE I8 DOUBT as to what s
the text of certaln road bills
that passed the legislature.
There is doubt as to whether
the genate concurred 1In house
amendments, There 18 doubt as to
whether road bille amended and
passed By on@ body were accepted and
passed by the other.

There 18 doubt as to the constitu-
tionality of the highway commission
act as passed. The title {8 belleved
to be defective. There is doubt s
to the effectiveness of the county
prisoners act as finally passed. It
is believed (hat habeas corpus pro-
ceadings would prevent use of the
prisoners if attempt to work them
were made under the new law.

" There I8 doubt about some of the
provislons of the bonding act, There
is nothing but doubt in the state aid
bill. It does not provide to whom
the shall be pald, nor by
whom 1t shal] be accepted, nor how
the remainder of the fund, {f any,
shall be disposed of. And it has a
defact that makes it unconstitutional
because of & requirement that It
shall be read in conjunction with the
bonding act. .

Everything about the road legls-
lation. is doubt.. Nothing 1s certaln.
The halterskelter fight In the legls-
lature over these bills, thelr passage
a8 last Hour legislation and the at-
tempts of popgun statesmen to intro-
dnce all manser of changes and pro-
ghms in them have resulted In con-
fuslon worse confounded. The text
of one so-called bill provides that
the state engineer shall flx grades
on state ald roads, and another al-
leged bill requires it to be done by
the highway commissioner.

It {8 & legislative product to amaze
the gode. It {8 a sample of legls-
lative futility seldom duplicated.

The road measures were the most
important leglalation before the ses-
slon. The state |8 expanding. Its
resources are unfolding. - People
from distant states are coming by
thousands to see If they want to
live In Oregon. The gtate is in the
process of expansion into a greater
commonwealth. A ecrying need 18
better roads, and the whole people
of the state were clamoring for bet-
ter roads, The legislature was looked
to for & good roads system, and the
legislature by providing such a sys-
tem had an unparalleled opportunity
to render invaluable service to the
state.

But instead, 725 peanut bills were
introduced, and the time was spent
in their consideration. Big legisla-
tion was lost sight of In popgun
bills raising salaries, creating new
officials and new deputies, changing
game laws and other trivial matters,
Over 200 of these were rushed
through in the last 48 hours of the
gessfon and -the result is road blillg
so maimed, marred, hacked, battered
and pungled that it is scarcely known
whether they are road billsora study

in “How old Is Ann?"

The govegnor has very properly
vetoed them all. It is the price we
pay for having 725 bllls introduced
for pssgage In 40 days. It is a sam-
ple of legislative futility. .

GRT AN ACRE OF GROUND

HE LETTER OF Mrs. Blank of

. Bt. Johns In yesterday's Jour-
nal can be read with profit.
She I8 the woman with a cow
and an acre of ground whose work In
solving the high cost of living has
attracted much attention. Her re-
ply to those who have chosen to dif-
fer with her will bg askpowledged as
'giving her by far the best of the
argument,

Bhe {8 not a mere theorlst hut has

long been an observer of Intensive
farming on small tracts.. She in-
ielsts that better, less oxponlive and
easler living is attainable by locat-
ing on an acre of ground. and get-
ting all possible out of tlu soll,
'+ Her letter alludes to - in-
stnnou published about  heavy
vields of products from tracts.
‘The Journal prints : of
these Instances every year, and notes
THAT Produety Fo

'i'l: eases clear galn beenl_p tb& I'nl:k
Involved is side muo, ‘but
|a few hours of fime,

O

profit, l't’ g Ih mlntnrt and

In Mrs, M’l family are seven
persons.  The products taken from
‘the mere farm make all the differ-
ence between plenty and want, be-
tween constant worry about ml:ins
both ends meet and comfort and a’
surplus, Compare a
producing #acre yieldln; fruit, veg-

etables and dhlckens and perhaps
Teeplu a cow with one that occu-
ples a flat in the congested quarters
of the eity and must buy everything,
and the difference is like that be-
tween January and June, between
storm clonds and sunshine.

Mrs, Blank says in conclusion:
“Every dollar invested in a good,
productive place around Portland or
any other coast cify 1s two in your
own pocket—the only way of eating
vour candy and keeping it, too. A
cow will furnish half your lving, an
acre the other half, and a man's daily
wages can be used for other pur-
poses."’

T —
TARIFF REFORM

T ARIFF REFORM" {8 the
English slogan of the Con-

. - party, It is the nickname, or
rather pet name, bestowed by Joseph
Chamberlain on that party which he
invented to remodel the revenue sys-
tem of England by taxing the entry
into Great Britain of all kinds of
material, save only raw materlals
for manufacture. Food stuffs were
not to be exempt though taxed at
low rates. The whole power of the
Tory party was in the last
eampaign to proving to the working
clagkes of England that dearer wheat
did not mean for them dearer bread.

The same party is what Is some-
times called the Jingo party, or that
of Imperial Preference. Here was
one of the levers by which higher
prices might be lifted off the food of
the British poor. GCGrain ralsed In
and shipped from British colonles
should enter Britisl ports duty free
—that from elsewhere lhould bear
the burden.

At present Canadian wheat and
American grown wheat enter duty
free, and  Liverpool prices set the
market price for all." In the good
time coming, when the Torles ruled,
Canada should get the privilege of
free Import while American farmers
paid the tax. Now enters Mr. Taft,
reciprocity with Canada In Ms hand,
nd free trade In wheat between the
wo countries., Then Imperial Pref-
eronte vanlshes into thin alr—since
if the worst comes and the Torles
rule, American farmers will be saved
the duty by their wheat also being
passéd through Canada to Liverpool.
No wonder that the Liberal ministry
should blandly welcome the new
treaty, not only ag helping the Can-
adlan farmer, but as exploding an
unexpected bomb under both Imper-
lal Prefersiice and tariff reform.
A The Journal that notwith-
standing his ability to work,

and his willlngness to work at any-
thing, he can find no work. He Is
without food or shelter, and under
the new law is llable to arrest. If
his story is the truth and all the
truth, his s an exceptional case, yet
not an extremely rare one. There
are men, not a few, who are unfor-
tinately so constituted that they
have little initiative; once down,
they lack the grit to plck -them-
selves up and push In somewhere.
They are perhaps too sensitive, or
lack ordinary “nerve.” They are
deficlent In the elementary grade of
moral courage. Such a man may in-
deed be able and willlopg to work,
vet may find it difficult to tind work,
although plenty of it is around him
that a coarser man mot thus handl-
capped could discover at once,
This lack of ability to perceive
and push into a place 18 & weakness
not a fault, and it 18 such men that
need such aid as {8 practicable. It
ls to supply assistance freesy to all
unemployed that the municipal em-
ployment bureau was established. It
{8 reported to have been of much
service in bringing together men
who want workers and ‘men who
want work, and it would seem 'that
the “Hungry Mechani¢"” should not
necessarlly be long without employ-

ment.
T of Maine, the original and most

persistent prohibitlon etate.
The question hes not been voted on
there before since 1884, when prohl-
bition wasdndorsed by a vote of 70,-
783 votes in its favor to 23,811 votes
against. But the result of the forth-
coming voting {s eonsidered doubt-
ful.

Between 1851 and 18566 not only
Maine but all the other New Eng-
land states adopted prohibltion, but
all the other states repealed the law
after a longer or shorter, but what
was considered in all cases, an un-
satisfactory trial. Massachusetts and
Rhode Island enacted a prohibition
Jaw again in 1874, but it was re-
pealed in both states the next year,
and since then local option has pre-
valled in both.  Vermont and New
Hampshire substituted local option
for prohibition about seven years
ago, and there 1s prospect Maine wﬂh
do the same, .

MAN OUT OF WORK

"
MAN WHO BIGNS himself “A
Hungry Mechanic,” writes to

PROHIBITION IN MAINE

HE QUESTION of prohibition 18
to be resubmliftéed to the people

e —— ‘
The people who will soon 'nﬂn
in large numbers in Oregon in con~
‘sequence of the COIORTET vates Wi
write thousands of letters to _rela- |
tives and acqualntances back east, |

family on al

servative or House of Lords | *x

- | ehack and subserviently render up to its |

here. The people

change the climate

other natural fea m*ﬁm -m

repdmmend themselves more and.

more on mulnm ‘we can

do much to make the'  arrivals

welcome. ¥
e

Letters From tluploplc

Abuse of the m
Weatdn, Or, Feb, 28—To the m
of The Journal.—At Cottage Grove, in
Lane county, a referéndum movement
has been started sgainst tha University
of Oregon, at Bugene, also In Lane
county. Eugene opposed the efforts or|

Nesmith and land a county-seat, and
the referendum {is to be invoked by ml
of retallation.

Hereln the state will be given another
fllustration of the abuge of a popular
privilege accorded the voters of Oregon,
Intended primarly as & means of public |
protection against unwiss legisiation,
the referendum has degenerated Into a
weapon of revenge for the disappointed
and the spiteful. It has already w
much ¢ischlef, Tt bl.l bol'll 1y
used agalnst the tion
bill, and has fal .lnlmllllpn-
posed to use this club against the uni-
versity, despite the fact that the insti-
tution was sustained in fta former cam-

£n.

The university was treated with un-
usunl generosity by the late legislature,
but If the University of s to
rank with simllar institutions In other
states It I8 entitled to generous treat-
ment. And why single it out for
specinl attack unless it be, Indeed, to
satiafy a grudge? ?

The Oregon Agricultural college has
also been llberally treated. There Is
no more excuse for holding up the U,
of O, nppmpmtlon than for holding up
the 0. A. C. appropriation. In truth,
bthere can be no grounds for attacking | co
elther In the mind of any man who has
an ounce of state pride and wants to
seo Oregon grow out of the pleayunish
pollcy toward Its schools that has |28
ocursed It In the past

The Eastern Oregon hospital at Pen-
dleton was granted $200,000 by the
people and receives In addition $360,000
from the legislature. Why not “‘refer-
end” this Institution?

The Monmouth normal will receive
about $36,000 annually by special tax,
voled by the people, and gets $50,000
in addition from the legislature for a
girle’ dormitory, Its president recelves
$3200 annually, even before the school
is reopened, The Weston normal, now
defunet, got along with a girls' dor-
mitory costing about $6000, and $1800 |sh
a year was the most its president ever
recelved. Moreover, its president was
just ag able and deserving an educator
as J. H. Ackerman, And thiz sole state
school Iin eastern Oregon received but
$12,600 annually for maintenance, Why
not “referend” the Monmouth normal?

Why not “referend” the state fair, the
district fairs, the experiment stations,
and the hundréd and one things for
which the legislature poured out money
with lavish hand at“the most expensive
sessglon ever held?

And why should the several institu-
tions at Balem be overlooked? That
burg “sits tight” on everything it gets
and grunts for more, and squeals {ita
disapproval when any state money slips
away from the capital. Marion cast a
larger majority agalnst the normals
than any other county In the state,
Perhaps the referendum might teach it
a useful lesson.

But no. It's time to give the refer-
endim a Test, and thiw disgruntled
bunch at Cottage Grove should be
frowned upon in every other section of
the state. Too much money has been
granted by the leglsiaturs, perha
“squandered,” If you like the word better.
But it is not lost to Oregon. Every
dollar of it will be expsnded within the
limits of the commonwealth, and a
good share of It. we trust, will redound
to the public weal.

If taxpayers would stop to analyse
the situation, they would find that they
are paying ‘but little, In any event for
the support of state government and
state Institutions. ‘The state levy is a
very slight bur@en compared to the
levies In the several countles, school
districts and municipalities for local
purposes, CLARK WOOD.

Nulsance of Needless Nolses,
From the Astorian.

There may have been a time when the
clangor of the publlc bell was welcome
as an incentive to high duties ahead
of one, (but we doubt even that) and
there & always the poetic charm of tha
melodidus, but very distant, bell, in the
hills and valleys lit by the rising or tha
setiing sun, ete, ete.; and these thipge
may figure yeot for all we know,

But as princlipla of human action and
necassily, we decry the bell, along with
the whistle, as a detriment to the peacs
of mankind wheresoever they are used,
especially in oftles; the solitary bell ot
the lone whistle In localities sparsely
eot and settled, where distance qualifiea
and softens and chastens their uucnu:
tones, thers may be toleration in th
mimified infliction; but the town and
city bell and whistle, in thelr multl-
farious and lnh.dnlad uproar, there ls
nothing but wanton adherence to tra-
ditfon and selfish indifference to the
nervous agonies of the =lck all about.

Wa belleve the day will soon be here
when the good senss and splirit of
justice will silence the things and thus
make contribution to the common peacw
and welfare; when even the sound of
the fire bell will be no longer heard;
when the telephone call in housg and
offtce will be made with light instead
of sound; when all needless public
noises will reduced to the lesast mur-
mur of sound and that so musically
sweaet as to make It a comfort in place
of & horror, and may kindly fate speed
the day. In this day of fixed schedules;
when everything is done to the unvary-
ing dletum of the clock, to which the
merehant, factor, proprietor, foreman,
superintendent and all in authority, sub-
scribe, and operate by, there Is no neces-
sity for the extraneous summons of bell
and whistle.

Twenty Milllons for a Power Dam.

Not far from the epot where Jim
Bludsos ran the Prairle Bell aground
and “held her nozzle agin the bank till
the last galoot was ashore,” a mile wide
dam 18 being bullt which will completely
change the contour and topography of
the Migsissipp! river and the historfo
land thereabouts. ‘Incidentally a steam-
boat canal, nine miles long, bullt 40
years ago at 4 cost of §$8,000,000, is to
be completely drowned out with not a
stick or a stone left to show where it
once made possible the passage of the
treacherous Des Molnes rapids, says an
article In the Technieal World Magasaine.

The sons of the mein who damned the
Migsissippl = generation ago are now
buslly engaged in damming it.° The
work will occcupy two years more, but
already a thousand men are warking,
‘beaver like, to throw across the mighty
river a structure of cement-mnd stone
‘which shall hold the vushing waters in

master 250,000 horsapower with' which
;ﬂ run tm:h factorles, mills and work=

pa o e very heart of the n
[belt. Already M

on
‘slaslppl, the dam has . to mssume |

i

Cottage Grove to create the county of | SEREF other
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Echo Echoes: The happlest man In
our town and for miles around is your
humble servant., No, it I8 not an in-
crease in our family, nor a visit from
our motbn—ln-hw. but a8 man who was

s into our
nl' ce 'l'uuds, ‘that, and one
vesr in lllvulei.
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Last year the Coos munt{ fruit in-
apector estimated the neglected and
nonmmmhhh fruit 1- oliows: Ap-
, 640 tons; pears, 170 tons; plums,
%0 'tons, _ This fruit, which to all in-
tents and purposes was practically
wasted, would have been bought by a
cannery at a price that would have been
remunerative to the farmers,

SEVEN FAMOUS CHARGES

The Louisbourg Grenadiers at Quobec

The famous charge of the Louisbourg
Grenadlers on the Helghts of Abraham
in 1769 was the turning point in the
war between the Engllsh and the French
for the possession of Canada with Wolfe,
the English general, the victor. This
charge decided the fate of the French
in North Amerlca.

The day of the battle, known to s
as that of the Plains of Abraham, broke
Wolfa's
alternative was viotory or ruin; for if
he should be overwhelmed by a com-
bined attack, retreat would ba hopeless.
The Plains of Abraham were so called |
from Abraham Martin, a pliot known
as Maitre Abraham, who had owned a
plece of land there in the early times
of the colony.

At the place that Wolfe chose for his
battlefleld the plateauy was less than a
mile wide. The English army consisted
of six battalions and the detached gren-
adlers of Louisbourg. Montcalm was
the French commander, and his forces
consisted of four battallons, comprising
in all a little less than 3000 men. To
these were added the garrison at Louls-
bourg, consisting 1100 men.

The night before the battle Montcalm
took no sleep, but walked the fisld that
adjoined his headquarters until early in
the morning. When daylight ecame he
was very much amaged when he saw
tha great force which Wolfe had drawn
up in line of battle before him. Mont-
calm became excited when the assist-
ance he desired failed to arrive. He
was for attacking at once. He has been
blamed not only for fighting too soon,
but for fighting at all. In thie he could
not chooge. Fight he must, for Wolfe
was now in a position to cut off all
his supplies.  His—men—were full of
ardor, and he was resolved to attack
before thelr ardor cooled.

His conduct was in striking contrast
to that of Wolfe, who was c¢ool, col-]
lected and everywhere, It was 10 o'clock
in the morning when the two armies
were lined up ready for the encounter.
In a few moments they were In motion.
The English advanced but a few rods
and then stood still. When the French
advanced to within 40 paces the word
of command rang out, and crash of
musketry answered all along -the line,

The simultaneous explosion was after-
wards sald, by French officials, to have
gounded Hke a cannon-shot.

When the smoke arose a mliserabls
sight was revealad; the ground, was
cumbered with dead and wounded, the
advancing masses stopped short and
turned .inte & frantic mob, ghouting,
cursing, gesticulating, The order was
given to obarge, Then over the field
rose the:British cheer, mixed with the
ﬂ-,‘r yell of the Highland slogan. Some

¢ corps pushed forth with the bay-
onet; some advanced firing. The clans-
maen drew thelr broadswords and dashed
on, keen and swift as bloodhounds,

It was at the left of the tighting ar-
mies that Wolfe Jed the charge, at the
head of the ILouisbourg grenadiers,
which settled for all the decision of the
battle. A shot shattered his wrist. He

his handkbrchief around it and
kept on. Another shot struck him, and
he still advanced, when n third lodged
In his breast. He staggered and sat_on
the ground. Beveral officera ran to
his uliltlaco He begged them to lay
him down. ;: did so, and asked If
he would have a'surgeon.

“There’'s no need,” he answered. “It's
all over with me.” A moment after one
of them cried out: *“They run; see how
they rum!"

“Who ‘run? Wolfe demanded, ke a
man roused f aleep.

“The enemy,” sir, Fgad, they give
WRY everywhere!"

“(o, ons of you, to Colonesl Burton™
teturned the dying man, “tell him to
march Webb's regiment down the
Charles river to cut off their retreat
from the bridge.”

Then, turning on his side) he ‘mur-
mured, "Now, God be pralsed, I will die
In peace!” And in & few momenta his
gallant soul had fled,

Thus expired the commander of the
English who led one of the most fa-
Pmous charges on the American conti-
nent,

In the retreat Montoalm, on *horse-
back, was shot through the My. and
died soon after entering the 8t. Louls
Gate, *“Never was rout more corgplete
than that of our army,” says a French
offloial, {

Next week—S8even Famous Du-li.

shrawdest financlers of tha eountry.

The dam, Including abutments, will
be 4700 feet long. It will extend from
a point a little north of the center of
the town of Hamilton, I, due t-
ward across the river, to & point’ néar’
the Towa shore, under the bluffs at
Keokuk, whern the power house, 1400
feet long, will link shore with shore,
The mammoth dam will be of solld
concrete, 36 feot wideon the bottom and
about 80 feet high. ‘The upper stream
face will be vertical with a rounded‘top
elght feet wide, the lower side ending
In a curve connecting with the bottom
g0 that the water ooming over will not
fall, but slide down the face ‘and be
glven a horigontal direction at the bot-
tom of the river. The whole height 1=
87 feet, the dam belng locked into the
rock bottom seven feet deep, to prevent
any water getting underneath. Outside
the power house there is already conmid-
erable depression In the rock, but the
plan is to deepen and widen this depras-
slon, so as to get rid of the water quiok-
ly ns it passes under the power house.
and through the wheels. |

Btuck Wiih_Cold Btorage Ew
From the Beattle Post-Intelligencer.

No one can tell to, what extent the
abuse of the cold storage system has
been responsible for the enhanoed
cost of living, Instead of belng & be-
neficent ald toward keeping prices lt
& ‘uniform -and fair level. LocAl éx-
perierice. here has shown In &t least
ong {pstance how - extraordinary price
were demanded. and recelved for
'daring. the hollday season, through
keeping the supply offered for sale
down to the lowt possible-point, while

pe. Two gangs of men are throwing |

lolse.  Jt 18 mot o

T —
.-.. I FA )

e ———

jand It is important that these lpl'q ‘

COmers recelve a fayorable Ifmpi

ﬁnn 8t the outset of t*!

her sorcas o watery pa Twenty. | ¢

meat, but

yut abutments and crcepln. lnmd énch (O
o doliars will be mcmnm :

sams thing during the summer and fall
of last year, keeping up the price of
eggs In the market by sending millions
to cold storage. The average consumer
Lthe country over will feel some little
glow of satisfaction to learn that the
dealers who did this are now facing a
heavy loss. The comparatively open
winter upset thelr calculations. The
hens kept on laylng and fresh eggs
repched the . eastern markets in such
quantities that there was lttle demand
for cold mtorage eggs. Whnra cold
storage eggd a few weeks ago sold
AL~ 20 cents m dozen In the markets of
Chieago and New York, the price has
broken until they do not command one

half that price and are in v limited
demand at that, -

ficlals of the citles which try to inforos
pure food laws makes {t dangerous to
hold. e too long in cold storage. The
supply s likely to be condemned at any
time; hence tite necessity of getting rid
of thosé on hand,
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do without these thln

do without rallronds. - u

he must pay his tln. as a nhlm he
must pay thufnlllﬂ.lllﬁ‘lGW‘
sumer he must pay the frelght Lrhl
the shipper pays. We all of us pay
exactly what the rallroads ask. There-
fore we are all of us deeply and prop-
erly concerned In knowing whether our
| railroads are asking too muoch, whether
they are managed prudently and effi-
clently, or wastefully and inefficlent-
I:n It is our business to know .these

l.oull D, Brandeis, ehnuluuu the
‘whole ninety odd millions of us, de-
-|clared before the Interstate commerve
commisslon that American rallroads,
through. mismanagement, . incompe-
tenoy, graft and general inefficiency at
present waste or, at least, might save
(which is the sama thing) & million dols
dars a day, over three hundred million
dollars a year.

“Under Wall strest rulo nr railroadn
have practically lost their sutonomy,
our rallroad presidents and managers
are no longer big, free-handeéd men as
of old, but have become Scrvants, all
too docile, of the magnates, The mag-
nates are (nterested In rallroads not to
make them efficlent economical carriers
of freight and passengers, but to use
them as assets in their exciting but ex-
pensive games of high finance, Mr.
Brandels pointed out to me that two
of the worat and most wastefully man-
aged raliroads that come into Naw York
oity are under the absolute contrel of
# great banker whose name makes Wall
street tramble. .

“When 1t comes to the purchase of
steal and {ron Mr. Brandeis declares that
the sinister Influence of Wall street
costa our railronds tens of milllons a
year. Bee how beautifully it works!
Wall sireet controls the great steel
trust and could, If not pleased, force it
to sell its rails and other Amerloan

of | products to American raflroads at & falr

price, say at the same price that it
makes for the same rails to foreign
rellroads. But why do that when, by
holding up steel and iron at exorbitant
rates, Wall atreet can milk the roads
of millions?

If one asks why our rallroads do not
combine togelher and force lower prices
from the steel companies, as théy could
easlly do, the answer s agaln—Wall
strest. Look over thg directors of the
great steel corporations and you will
find that forty of them are also direct-
ora In no less than fifty-twa rallroads,
including the most important systema.

The fact Is, Wall street, controlling
both buyer and seller, manipulates the
prices and purchases of steel and iron
to sult its own pocket. And when one
remembers that one-third of all the ton-
nage of all the stes] mills in the coun-
try i represented by raliroad pur-
. ona sees how very well sulted
the Il street pocket must be!
¥ “t1ne people In Immediate charge fix
prices as they are told by Wall street
to fix them, and the rallroads pay with-
out protest what Wall street tells them
to pay. Thus the stockholders and the
publle are taxed immense su for all
that Wall street milks out of the rall-
ronds by juggling sales and purchases
of Iron and steel s remilked out of
the géneral publie In raised rates and
lessened dividends.

Tnndl&wt .

BABY TERMBS.
Lend me vour ears for a monent or two,
List to my tale that is morbid and blue,
81t by my side while I weep on your

By Miles
Overholt

vest,
Hear my brlef lines while 1 blubber
the rest.
A dollar down, a dollar a week
That is the text of my song,
Bob when the tears gently course
down my cheek,
And help make the melody strong.

'loun; wu 1, friend, yes, and happy
gAYy
Bucdln and shy as the flowers 6f May,
Ah, hut T fell when T bargained to bu;l
Goods by the week-—yea, that's why I -
ory:

A dollar down, a dollar & weok,
Terms bullt' to sult any purse,
Ah, Ihmklho weather s dreary and

rlen '

B0 Is the text of my verse
Days passed along and the weeks hur-
¥
ltonth:hturmé to years mand dark was
e a

Btill l'm.llyl'r came a volos, mild and
"On. dollar down and a dollar & week.”

A dollar down, & dol ar._a weel,

Paupers take up the refrain,
Brln ng n rose to the pale, wasted
‘But hnplu brings avguish and pain,

Years upon years hurtled by with a
out In the crush,
8t
A dolhr a week for the rest of m
On to the graveyard I ;a.li' with a
And n. wl:lto. rattled ssame to
A*lt‘n‘ltr'down. L
- and

The ¢onda that I bought were worn
I must ante, come gladness or
strife e

.,
lar down, a doll
11:1: in tho%'ext oforn" TR
Just in a.dnnu of the mm.

Hark! Ju t a* Wﬁ{""ﬁd town
rise from a tom

With & aulhr in hand, and with slatter

It goes furth to mettle that dollar &

Iink what a_dol un
Buy.nl:!p tﬁ‘.‘ world, sir, then
'And Iu on to the bughouss for

One man who s dai
a8 a shroud, with grief
disheartens the crowd.'

al

| demler in piokles and tin:

& glad splel or the might of a
muthoﬂoofon.

contwi works, He
humor {s féolish and

& tumor instead of a b
wouldn't care if they saw
and some day the shemff
his store. ' His patrans
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