:PSIS Do Eﬂumd a young

lishwoman, resolves to "hide her .

2 l audlmfw.nmmong the

large cotion, mills in order '

sl 5 Imm to undmmu! the working
rople al'ud appreciaje the trials they are
ud:rgo She is an orphan, and has
vions at her home an ncle, Joseph
00 aud Mys. Mitchinson, a ciwperon.
i a close undersianding between the
aid the chaperon, and whily they opnl,
e the girl's plans it is evident thas they-
wnor averse to Lr losing herself for a time,,
re she goes, ) there is. s mysteri-
bnrghry, the evident intent of whick is ro
cure some secret family papers which have
21 tloulv guarded since the death of Miss
s ather.
3 "Oluc iss Ellwood leaves her home heb
:Z pt to hide herself is only too suceessful.

(oollﬂﬁtn FROM !m mu)

CHAPTER XXI
- The Mm Thickens :
to the

Rﬁ calling to evening
service, pmu.rll sald to
Herself that her position
was Indsed serious and

4 that shs must think
vary parefully what to

Wers elther in the plot
“aguinst her or else really
balleved her mad If
she were to shriek for
help il she roused the
whola  nelghborhaod, o#
she pometlmon thought
of dolig, she would
only  be . strengthening
this notlon of Wer mad-
negs, It seemad to her
thera was nothing for
her to do but to lie *
still and Keep ss qulet
as she ecould till her
foot was better.
It 15 true that some.
timed a fresh fear camo
+ her. & terror of what glse her unknown enemies
lehc bo planning against her. The man Frears, for
Inmtance, - who had scalded her foot, what if he had
s other and more desperate’ pradlont in pis mind?
maria- told berself these were foolish fears, har
Bsmmon senxe showsd her that o long as Lizsle was
SelEh har and she wes belng attended by a respectable
1.3 mai, no harm could come to hers No doubt
ars had just wanted to prevent her departurs, apd
\ad taken his own brutal way to that end, Probably
¢intage Wwas belng taken of her sbsence to Feb
in some way, but that Damarla felt she would ngt |
$o much sbout, A few thousands stolon would 0ot
s vary much diffarence to her. Yot alie never ones
o Revdell whit part fn @l this her uncle ml.m
1 ,uking The truth i8 that ghe dared net
" MLazste” she safd, for mm she tﬂd to péte
fersall lhemnm aon:l”w- .'u:‘:
8. Ligsie's presence that she trusted as
fLissle, your will not leave me, will you, tll my fouo}
better?™ ~
L “Nay, lass,"” um. promized readily, “an’ t‘bor mun
jt mansgo os Dest they can st {h' mill Onlpt
ST
“Only what?" asfed Damaris sharply,
"Rw, Jags,” sald umn “'tly nowt hut th' money
® I'm thinking on.”
| Lks most of her friends and scquaintances, Lisale
‘more used to enrning and sponding than to sav.
: She made on an average ahout thirty shlllings
Feskly-no bad pay for a single woman-4nd she
at it as’ fast s she made It, har only idea of
ft being b put two or three shillings weekly in
" p mill savings club, to be drawn out and spent dur-
tht weekly “wakes' holidiy. Bhe was, therefors
6 posltion fo face With equanimity the sudden and
dlsnr-pemn« af the wholg Ihcomé ‘of  the

& When Damarlé understood this amnany she wal
BBt first simply incliped to be cross and contemptuous.
Having always had Just as mueh money as she
pwanted. she dld not quite undersignd what an ob-
g the lack of it can be, nor had her few weeks
playing al poverly glven her any roal [nsight .into
lm:[e powar of money, But one or two remarks
dropped about the cobt of food rather stag-
3 Damiarid, who had nol hitherto realifed that
Shere whs much connection betweon food and money.
'fauu. though she 4id perceive the diffioulty, she
i not take it very seriously when she remembered
mugh Wealth ghe was really the owner of Bhe
MSven managed to sleep pretty well until (n the middle
it the night she wag awalkened by soms sound. ‘She
pponiad her eyes and looked, and saw by the light of
i sandle he held above his head, staring at her round
1 ppen’ door, the dreadfyl and ferocious face of
Mg and powerfully bullt man, whose counte-
ot she hatl first seen on the platform of the station
SR the day of her arrival st Broadmoor, and whose
Wire bulk had then reminded her of one of the twe
Umen whe had robbed her of hor locket
B Loud and plercing rang out Damarls nhrlak of
arror, and in a momaent Lizsie was out of bed, though
before candle and face were alike swiftly withe
Wi
5t wan & man, 3 man” Damaris shrieked, “thers
; A man looking In at the door,” ~
& YEh lass” sald Lizzls, who had
jght, “the door’s shut—an’ locked,”
g it
*But I saw Him"
pm hend to foot,
B Bh, then, I'll go an’' look,” sald Lissle, “we want
DS chaps dolng the like o that”
1 q‘Db, oo, neM fnplored Damarls,

now. struck a
she added, fesl-

Damaris persisted, trembling

“don't leave me

Woll sald Lizgle, “I'll call up Teyther”
b galled him gocordingly, and when she had
“him undersitand what was the matter—it seemed
m Pbegn too sound asleep to hear Damaris' ery-—
he SWent grumblingly t6 look through the houss, It
¥ ;pt A long opération, snd he came back fn a

.‘"
'y l:% sparled. “what dost both
Q

Insr foolish notions? G 5 elons
e alﬂ'lﬂnut‘, nt Dnuaurls‘ Jvho was still

eme lerrer, and tried to persuad
hll !ul& suftéred from some bad dre?lm ?Buz
on Damaris' mind was too vivid for
r nl sbe-saw that the more she declared the
her story the more Lismle belleved her mad.
" V8 uh the attémpt presently, and
! it bed, and was maleo im-
e .ﬂ:ul l’]u:z' Dmnnrw :hln!. was lmpossible, and

: when ' the morplng came, wond

inatlon had not decul\eﬁ fier, - ondered if
g u at the musunl time gnd busied herself
. . 8he brought Damaris some breaks
aua lhouh tha girl conld not eat
dg gl of pome ten. She was
W ose n!t t when onae again
W i
o door that seme awful and
:ka had seen in tho middle of the

ot Iur starfled soream, and In
el.nh?,;tng hll\\'ﬂrﬁm thae -lulr:
%o o Damaris stam-
, and Wﬂuktﬂ egonl]y ‘ﬁ.

“n

[
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, do you.

| "! !MM

“In the middle of the night she was swakened by some sound,”

“litsi .pet ' #he protested, “it's cfean Impossibis,
I'vé beelr ahoot all th' time an' nobody could AW got
pait wiout my seeing 'em.”

“Thai he mist bave been hiding in the other bod-
rogm,” ddelired Démsaris,

“I'll go look' spld Lizxie, and came back ia t
momient. “Fhepd's H0 One there” she sald "mn'
looked under th' Hed"

“Ho wuft Have ruti downstalrs then" protedted
Dumirls, “gp ellinbed out of the window"

“Th' window's fast" Lissle andwersd, 'Qtlllt:‘[
“an' fpyther's sittin’ Iy the kitehen—se & J
. ha' obom down stalrd wiout hlm Knewin', Fayther,”
she shouted down tha stplrs, “there ain't me chap
possad thes, has thear! . Oor Pully says a4 she AW &
ohap Jookin' st heg round”door.'

“Oor Polly'p, eléan crsied, an' thow'st Uitls betier
for lstening to her =o' grumbled Frears, lurmy
'cpm 4 ) vlil 'an?  There's 'sif th' street 'ere

tl. ‘n 0"

fbli wan & slight exaggeration, but thave wors one
of two of the. pelghbors st the dbof, wabting to
kuow what was the matter. Damarls could hade
soraps of the comverastion; words af pity and syms»
pathy, shd reforances to “lunses” and “madnoss” and

“tb sotug ond whe had recantly beey “look away,” being

the moat frequent that resched her sars. When tha
neighbors had y departed, she heard Frears uay
mv.

"Summal mun be done about sor Polly, Lisaile. §ha
m.i‘. glop here shriek fit to scars all the neigh-
g9 o miur ,

Ldunlp pighed in & viry pussied way, sad then went
Pamaris, who was st{ll In a #tate of great agitation
and distress, knd who bellevad tliat Somathing more
yet must be belng planned sgainst her, exsisimed:

“Lizile, mmmwmnummlwm
another minute.”

YEh, now,” sald Lingie, “th' foll hs ml

but & s ﬂmu
shouldst slay here.”

“To Frestwich," feptated Damarla, pussied for the

They it fashed upon hsr that mmwnmm
phtile Junatie asylum wai sitoated. For a moment she
seemed to go dry and firmed and to stiek unpleasantly to
the roof of her mouth. But as the JH8K greWw mpre
sdvantages. 1In A latgs pubilie Metitution she would st
least Do spfe from any stlempied violence; and ghe had
be certiln that, though she ¥ acopptad there a4 o
lunatis, she would soon B abls to ahow thet
old schoolfellow of hers had recently married and yone
td live in the nelghborhood. This lady, Mrs. Wells now,
Damarls remembered thet a curate from their parish at
home had only a short time before been appeinted to a
clergyman could be summoned at qnoe, and would be able
to prove who sho waa

Hasldes, how art thou to manage if thou donns
upstairs agein. As goon a8 she gntersd the reom
dreadiu) and terpible thes anythiiig #ha had known
pafh hare I must g ot onee; 1 dare not oy hars
&5 'ow thot ought to go tb Prastw
mafent.
shiuddersd and (2it hek Wlood *un pold, while her lomgue
tamiliar to her she began to wee that It offered certain
sufcient f8lth in her own sanity and eteength of wil

ﬂr“w

nothing of the sort.” Then it flakhed upon her {
would be ablel to testify to her identity. Then, too,
living just outside Prestwich. Both Mrs., 'Wells apd this
“Ye#, yeo,”" she said eagerly, “I will go to Prestwich,

_but you must go with me, Lizzle—promige me that~I dare

not go alone or with any one but you-promise you will
g0 with me and not leaye me till I am safely there’

“Of course, I'll g0 wl' thes,” sald Lizsie gently, and
then went away and had & long consultation with her
father, who urged so many good ressons for “‘oor Polly.”
as they both called her, belng ‘sent to the gsylum to
recover, that Lissie at last agreed to the idea,

Thén she went back fo Damarls, and told her that
the doctor was coming to gee her agtin, and would bring
another with him. Intent on her new glan, “and feeling
that ake was not gafe from mpment to moment 8o long as

she romained under thiy roof, Damaria made nho sttempt

to discuss her sanity with the two medieal men when
they appaared. The only goint ghe insisted on was that
Lizzie must sccompany her, and to that every one at gnos
agread ps helng the most natural idea possihle.

““What Is the use of my arguing the peipt with you
when you are %0 certaln 1 am insane?" Damarls asked
the two dogtors, a8 they continued to question her. ‘Lot
me go to Prestwich. I suppose they have experta in
lunacy there. They will be able to déclde.”

“But you still persint,” sald the new doctnr. * that you
are Miss Damaris Ellwocd 1"

‘Ot gourse I do,” sald Damarls nhu'pb‘. ““why nsk me
to repeal the fact when you do not belleve 1T

"Well, you see,” he remurked, “I mlndad Miss M-
wood's funeral s short Hme ago.”

“A came of burial allve, then, T think," sald Damaris;
“surely & medical man should have protested!"

“And you think you sée faces |n the doorway?" con~
tinued the doctor, slightly nettied at the tope of grim.
contampt In which Damaris spolke.

"No, T don't,” retorted Damarls, "but I have ssen one
man look at me round the deor twice over. Therefore, I
dp not feel safa here, and I wish Lissle to take me to
FPresiwich,"

“Delusions of parsonl.l fdentity,” sald the firsl doclor,
shaking hip head; "deluslons of persecution, 'and Ju.llu-
¢cinations of faces—I think it is enobgh, eh 1"

- "Have you ever noffced snuwthimg queer M“
ginter nurm'r' tha second dootor aaked Ldesie.

"Eh, yes" mald Lizdls, p-h'lf away & tear, "her wa
wers that quesr gy never never knew noth ll
ngiww-l m‘d homg::gnnr of !:ll:lu—-blta.: “ I":n.n. !
ociar, ahe lli an N
- o re ure I never thought as twml
Tha dodtors went Awng

foms n’uu in the um; NMW

ta Wl Damarls sveryihing was ssttied, and & osh
“ﬁ# gomd ta (ake her t-ruu station at § o'clock

Q ¥ went a to ' mald o, with another

tan' all e ready for thes, an' thes'll .

: b.,ﬂt?rmla ti thou wrt il copm ses thee évery

WL gon't fhink § seh be thers fong sld Dametls
with & smile, relleved to think the end of her troubles
Wil flow Ao ndar, )

Bt at 1 o'dlovk thers was no cab, and & medeengr
pant for It dlscoversd thet there had heen s mispndet:
-uud;u. and ft had been thought the osb was only
n1q for the next day. However, it would come al
tima for the next train, But at 4 a massenger came

~10 May that &% the last moment the omly horse In the

sinbly had fallen lame. Bo the néxt train Was misted a«
well, snd there waa not another till 54
'!h:r #semad nothing that Damaris could de, and ye:
the pr unsomforiable feeling that all these delays
Had nol besn qulte Adeldpnial—thet they hed a purposs,
and that purpose to delay departure till davikness had set
in, Bha began to fesl afrald KE0iN, shd then reflspted
that she was safe énough with Lissle, and that in any
eaee e Harm epuld come to her during & sbort reliway
urtiey. Har foot dfemed much betler, 160, and ahe fajt
ot If umulty m sha would not be quite helpless.
1% third 0 ofh tirngd up ol right. Damiris,
nMIn n'wuuundmum»d
IM llvﬂ not trouble {0 hide, hobbled downstalrs and
n&mwtuuuruuh.?-m Liszle got tn pfter
her, and Mr, Frean, pd and in hig o
utmmmmmnmtmmuh.
had ha lmsth of accompanying thoﬂ—cuw
lill hig iate by nnmtrﬁn
the door, But all was ready Mud
nuhdw"hnmum “Hast got th’
tiokels?" he added to uuu thrdugh the

"Thee
monsy for (b’
vimh" Gl

“Ayn" Lisale, and felt in Bar posket “En,
now,” ahe s8ld in ."Il!h

B K h.:fm. n:“im my pursq

“f think I saw it ot tht' mﬂe." retqarked Mr. Froars

uuhlllt.

the cab md went into the house,

n m all po llnml and wo Muni that even Damaris
8 big white shawi

m lent het, :o ml&m in the gorner of the cab,

{h & moment |t hed happened, and she knew she
WE§ SEain betrayed, For with a ledp like & tiger's, his
eyey dokparats, hln clenched teoth sbowing vhm hetween
his parted Hps, Frears éprang nio the cah, b the
door of It behind bim, and with ons band # both
Damaris’, while the other he olapped sorass Her mouth so

that ahe t,ll t ﬂ“n: a ary.
started off at
W an iﬂﬁ A§ whe imllroll

A strengih ton iu th&n her own,
Bow Lisghe mcq od and amased
of the h the driver of
mnn of thy evil countenangs
peéered it hap mu M door pf her poom,

CHAPTER XXII
Kidnaped

HOUGH o hand clasped both Ber wrists 5o
florcely, though he thrust his other hand against
her mouth 'with such brutal ferce, though his
welght p her down so that she ocowid
hardly move, yot still Damaris struggied, wildly, tes-
bly,“heiplessly, Uige & bird taken In & trap, like any
:}1:3»:: thing @f the woods ¢ntangled In & cunning
Her lp had Baen gut somehow, and a drop of blood
curved down the #6ft roundnens of her chin. Her des
spairing’ eyem turned to the windows of the cab, but
already It “was. night, and already they werd boyond
the narrow Umits of the town. It seemed to her they
had driven thus for hours, when at lsat tha oafl
stopped, and she heard the driver climbing down from
his' place, When he came to thy door and looked in
‘hrough the upper portion of the glass, she saw, with-
cut surprise, that her Intultion had not deceived heor,
for his was indesd the horrid and feredlous oounte-
ldunca she had m poeping at her round the bedvoom
oor.
Frears tools his hand from her molnl uuuoullx
and ready to clap it baok again at any moment,
“What are you golng to do? ghe saked uuur

rate, and
Iy Sgainat
Ml knew
the threshold

b was that
_ﬁ_“tm

ad at

Tha noxt numnt
cool and eplle e
bitterness of

“It's thig w.y "-
at his oomp.rlon an

Bu her man ss 4
his savage counten noo

went on with

“Yeg, it's l
it; that's wbr we've

“You mean you
mu?" um Damaris,

ﬂ{r ealmness daunted

ha Hven
an at the door of on uh
ar Jl Frears wiped a .:,,w.“ ‘ml;‘ is hat zzot:lly.

Neither of them answered her, but "l'?rl
thp driver md dﬁvor lookod
loaked ‘ ll », wlth
mom r
uncontro n’ble l Mdl h ﬂ'
B n f
2 PArox t
¥hl uld“rﬂor E.::& &i (’i
ttr 8 pause Fronrs
vu’vn 'ot to plt you through
m gnu
?‘ t m hers to murder

horr!d m noo-lr !lnlt
u.‘?.i TR lenkes
no lins of
rom, one to tha other,

r
f s mar] ith o .r.
. llll st to 18 !{ “E? t‘:: 3’0:1.’1'1&:!0 “t:!;id' ‘h
n ) mention,”
2 ‘ wi I ;nd. though with a twch af
rt‘m ln his mannar
would be the b'lt arrange-

"ﬂ"'k:.%.?'é.‘: R IS s R

-..._....,_'_...4--\-—... - h——
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“waowmwmuqlnw lw

© mumbied uneasily,

* hardly

whe #lmed agalnst her life Had thelr great
in that they had frst stripped her of hay
mﬂ ‘ihe aid of her own foollsh actions. After
eontinued:

it's sasy emough: It only needy my ‘and on
Wﬂﬂtlfnu minute or two and you'll ‘be a dead
‘ll, Wi fowt to . show ‘ow it 'appened. It's all
arrah There's mora in this nwor us ' you know.
ml' l’! done, then we shall tell our tale 85 'ow you
d&.aallkn out of the cab, whila we wamm't
'Zg o madness, lnd got away, uld
knen. spite of all we ‘4o to

“m

" suggestion quite |
\ 'uwakﬂlmmﬁnunﬁ_m;‘m

“drive on” |

"uann.nm&ncgdw'mmm '

fly, “we will drive on

pinned hier wrists in his hand and agaln brulsed her mouth

and lips with the preasure

They drove on qul ;
could only wonder how long sho had to live, and was
amased to find herself so cool and self-possessed. It
seomed she had any personsl interest in the
matter. 'Was it really she hersell who was shortly
to be murdered? She did not quite think so,' The
situation had for hér mo poignanpy of reallty about
it, rather was it as some absurd, dream from whioh

o of his heavy hand

she would presently awake. It seemed to her quite
t something would 'soon happen, and all

certsin
would then bs a8 qulet and sommonplace ss it had
been im the uneventful paat. Her stunned and be
wildersd mind shemed Insensible to her true ‘position;
a8 Jt I sald that the vietim in the grip of-the Hon
becomes’ at oncs benumbed, and knows nelther feay

nora mmmﬁ-ﬂﬁwuqhhymm&u

-~
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“*You mean you have brought me here to murder mo¥ said Damaris.”

follow you There'll be search parties, but we sfaul
'ave “Mden you well, and you won't be found for long
enough, When You are, there’'ll be no telling what's
'appéneéd; and the jury’ll bring it in ‘Death from
misadventure,' and no one'll trouble any more No
GRS BAR't even 'nve susplolons, except Lizzle, and who
eares til.u ghe thinks so long ms- she daren't say
L /

Amaris lobked up through the glass ot the door
to where -the stars shone #o far above, and wondered
abstractedly {f it had ever beon the lot of ‘any otheér
human being to hear the detalls of her taking off
plannéd out with ' such callous ra- and - eruel
thought, 8he nsked Nerseif in her Beart if it conld
be that her God had forsaken her.

“Just pne point,” she obssrved, as If some on‘ olse’

spoke, “you'll be asked why you took me up here. Itp

was arranged Lizsle was to take me to Prestwich by
traln."
I “Not & bit of IL* he answered. 'T.spoke to the
doctors mykelf, arid they Agreed a¥ you had better bp
took in a ead for fear o' seslng maore faces at doors
and sueh like. Prestwich ain't sc far by road, you
know. Tt was to make you willing to go. since we
knew we)dldn't dare put you through it while you was
in the houss with the doctor and Lisgle fubsing about,
that Bll oame and spied at you round . the door.”
Frears stopped to laugh at the recollection. It was
fine, that" he sald, “firat time, he Jjust dodged back
and hid In my room; sécond timé, he dodgad down the
stairs and out of the back, while Limxls was with you.
Of ecourse, I swore no one could have gone by me
without me seelng '‘em, what was trua enough, and
they took it down ll!u butter, I tell you, my dear,
nll'n safe as & motse In & trap.”

“Safo 885 & mouss In a trap.” soboed the man at

then - the door, Npeaking for ths first um and In 8 voloe

&8 brutal as his appearsnee, .
“Your arrangements appasr vary domplets,” sald

Wamaris, *It séems to me there 18 only one point

you have forgotten.'”

"What in that? saked rrurs. quickly apd rumr
uneasily. .

"‘!‘no‘ exlstence of God" lhc angwered,

he sald, and stared, Then he laughed and

the man &t the door growled out & blasphemy, “Eb,
I've rockened without God sll my Ife” nld Frears,
“and T ‘ain't done' so Uadly"

"Well, well,” sald Damaris mildly,
knovm bm why are you telling.ma all this?"

I'rear
gt T T R

hope, TR e R AR
C nd riced hl.l hapd
?}% m?nnt and alngt..ar .nnu%eor the man at
bk w not tunderstand. - She ldoked at him *
M't lto hliw m." uho uld; “marry’ whom

-u.ﬂ
ahtum-cmn -d‘u him, umﬂhlm
p—-——---

l 1!; can help lt.

"ono never ' _Ml o

th hesitation, “we ~

mdnm Frears neld her, and she saw by the lght
of a strest lamp in the voad a man whom she knsw wall.
Ttowas Ostle, the detective she had had in hor employ=
ment, but though she saw him she cduld make nelthes
gound mor movement, so helpless was sbe (A Frears brutal
grasp, ‘In & moment the cab had passed, and Ostlo had
receded into the darkness behind. Yet hope Huttered once
mote warm In Dataris' breast, for now she knew &
friend was noar, and she supposed somehow that hs had
beard of ber danger and had gome fo her, resoue.

A few moments latér the cab rolled close to another :

man, who loungedvjaly agiinat & milestone with the air of
ope who walled, (Him, too, Damaria knew, and recogs
niged Cliffard, CHfford who had warned her of her danger,
Clifford who stood there now walting to offer-the help It
seemed she could not implore. And then it flashed inte

her mind that this was the cause of Ostle's appparance
here. In the rush of events, in the terrop of her position,
phe had almost forgotten that telegram she had sant off
on the previous Friday, but aéw she remembered it

fine sould afmost have laughed Wiih the bitternoas of
ker feellngs, with appreciation of the deadly Irony of the
oourse events had taken. Hare were two men near, both

her m-nas. both ready to help her, and owing to her own

actlon the sole thought of the one Would be to selze the
other and taka him to prison. How sirange It was that
everything she had done had turnéd to the advantage of
her enemies. By her own act she had rendered helplens
the only maa with power to ald her. By her own act shé
had thrown away all the advantages of wealth and poolal
position that had been hers once,

“"Hat d--,u, uho ma bﬂrlnd Clifford, and in dolag
s0 she h 3
It was 8k meugh r. volep whigpere

tho words In II.I'
ear; she quité thought that she heard

“For 1 love him.," she sald to horwels with A sigh

Now that death seemed no hear she felt she must be
hondst and 4rue Lo hegeelf. “Yes'" she sald (o harself,
*I love him, have ulways loved him. It does not

matteg how. I wonder why 1 fought so hard against the '

fden of loving him? How sllly of ma,” she sald with an
infinite welf-pity. s for & HEUE child who, In ifs great
lgnorange, had committed some grlevous fuult ehtalling
lamentable and far-reaching consequencen, '

The next thing she knew—for whe seemod to have
sunk Into & kind of coma—was the audden stopping of the'
cab. 1t was very dark and lonely, and she thought that
they hall . come to an. uninhabiled plage.. Frears was
with m hnﬂ upon’ the half-open door amd
or shouldér, while he Ehm in

el;l:tlnut. wﬁ:‘lgo a it llgl:.nl

il #1 | \ d ’

one o unellht
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; a8d, held helpless, Damaris |/
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