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:. Damaris Ellwood, a youny
g ctds T ¥ et
ywoman, resolves 1o “Nide her
‘and live for-a timg among the .
ér large cotton mills in orde:

may learn to understand the working
and ' appreciate the rrials they are
undergo. -She is an orphan, end has

ions at her hame an uncle, Joseph

and.

Mrs. Mitchinsen,-a chaperon.

erstanding between the

T I .,. ? the chaperon, and while they openly
ppose the girl's plans, it is evident that they

 Before she
but glgr

[

¢ WOt averse to her losing herself fora time.

goes, however, there is a mysteri-
¥, sthe evident sntent of which it to
\secuse some secrer family papers which hgve
[ been closely

Iwood's father.

guarded gince the death of Miss
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CHAPTER XIT

The Eve of a New Life .

N EVERVTHING conneciad
with hey approaching de.'
parture Damaris wag
awnre that she betraved”
quite 'a feverish impa:
tience, so that she could
not help wondering some-
timeyw whether to others
as well as to herself her
haste sgemed to partike
of the nature of a Mght

Yeb it it was flight, the
antifipation of It-brought

;Ao her o pensation of in-
tensa rellef at tha Yden
that ahe was cutting her-
self off entirely from gil
chance of ever agaln
maeting CHfford Brown—

| ot least, until he was

e _safely In the custody of

the police. .

Of her Jate adventurs
she sald very little. To
her unele, Indesd, and tp
Mre, Mitehinson, in both

‘ahe

told nearly

of whom she placed such
evorything—nearly, but not

Rbite—and 1o the private detective, Ostle, she {old as
puch e= #he thought it was ndvisable for him to’ know,
BBt the- rest of the world kuew lttle more than that
SMbine obscire aitack had Leen mage upon Misa Bi)-
Swood's chauffeur, and an unsuecesaful attempt mude
Mo rob hér herself; which pttempt had very nearly o~
ulted i the assallant's capture.
B OF the (wo, other mén who had appearsd on the
iné with such (hreatening vagueness—the old, white-
red man, the blg man with the bludgeon—no one
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“to be OB the sp0

L both
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SBul,” then,” sald Ontle
oWn  purposes, miss?

It was oven suggested thut they were
paratively h

‘miess tramps; who only happened
by actident, Thls was a view that

Mr, Ellwood mnd Mrs Mitchinson strongly in-

g to; and In vme'Damarls herzell came to share (L
‘Wou sod that would imply,"” shé observed to Ostls,
urifg™ dn inetew Cwith  him# before bher departure,
fint ibis man Clifford Brown, or whatever bis reéal
& may be, just simply took asdvantage of the
ened of two tramps for his own purposes.”

thgughifuliy, “what were
As 1 understqpd *it,' he just

you home; be made no attempt to take your
P OF YOur wateh, miss? y
‘No; %0,” said Damaris, hurriedly, and furiols with

I L

Hed the

bivod fistng 10 her check.

B Ele rose to her feet quickly &nd went toward the
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Her leart boal so violentiy that she felt as |t

Were. sutiocaiing, and she reflected with reliet that

nen

n-.’.;;.l.i HY

ver find hee out in her new lfs 848 a

M girl, while when she returned from that experiment

Utely he would by in oustody.
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In any case, she would

him, s6d witliout turning round she sald

"WEL, one hardly peeds to ask the purpose of a man
o open-one's zafe In the milddie of the

ARl it there's thin lockel, miss” salil Ostle:
e Damaris moved patiently
B Ol {he window and sal

“Ahr Osvle,

Then she came baok
owWn agalin

m&-“;um. “whal do you think can have
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NE 1ar Just one peep,
Uare—ic wWia oo greal o risi®

\BTeed Uslie, “you couldn't
whatl ‘wWaa on 5, Hiies,

she

rizk
1 daresay

Will ever know now,” pbsarv
Oh, Mr. Ustie, did 1 tel]l you I wﬁ

& U0 & mowning wow in Vraoee for three m i

i : ! p o

AR 1‘:’1‘ miss?” he wxcluimed, startied; o
F ust nowl"

T Damaris dld not answer,

“"mnd leave Ime ,

It was precisely “just now* '

leuve “ull of IL"” but she had ng
L] .I:lfl di‘!‘.‘t‘{l\f‘.

Sin, ‘dounttully, “supposin
to lny hands on t-hifl

We iy e

she returned quickly.
+ requicred, I will q“lur{\.
ha ¥ule looked at her, “what
' 1 o
I&r about that Jocket, miss,' he pro-

oo i “and it's just possible—"
Aung iy always possibie in t " y
interrupled Damarls ' his world, 1

the loeke
Woab was on

impatiently,
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['do not Gmr'h-;_‘;'u'-i to say things to me,"

Ahle min and place him in the
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oW shall I manage?*
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thought T ought to say, ml:n,"-
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“Declined the twopence she offered him on the ground that no doubt she wanted it more tllan he did.”l

of your actual Hentity: to him you are fust & young
lady io hiding to avold a distasteful marringe.  All
the inguiriss T have made show thut Frears is o
most respectable, min,and ;his daughter, with whom
you will live, Lizule Frefirs, stems a' mosat (rustworthy
person.: I understand she has already put down your
nage—ag ‘Polly ¥roars, of colurse—for the next loom
there 18 to Jet at the will whereshe works hersell. |
Pave ymade mqdiries about thls mill, for yoh must be
careful not o sttempt too much. But It geams very
suitable and they do a very good class of work. For
example, they do mot mive oo heavily. A 10 per cent
la about their 1imit, they say, and that makes a lot
of differsnce, you know. The air will be very different
from that in some of the places where they size up
to 200 per cont or #o. I am told they only fnd it
nocesSary to swaep up once & waeek.- The manager,
seems to have o geod reputation, and—I Inguired
particularly about that—in the weaving. shed where
you wHI work decent room is sllowed between the
looms; thers 18 nohe of that crowding together which
Is responsible for so many accldents. On the whole,
1 do not know that there is any place, { you are
stl} ben! on earrying out this ldea of yours, whers
you could do It more safely and comforiably.”

“Dear unele,” sald Damaris, gratefully, “you uunu‘
of everything"

“I have l{ied to do #o0," he sald, and he put his
hand before hig eyhs as theough thers wers something
that ‘e wished to shut out from his vislon,

I am (mite sager to begin” Damaris continusd
"I feal a6 Ul L Were going to siart a new life”

“ARh, sen” sald My, Ellwood, rising abruptiy. from
his ohupdr, “a new e

Ehe glanced up at hlm, for something In his tone
gristed ‘on her enrs, but the Im‘frcumu punsed

“And 1, top,” she remarked, “bave ied te think
of gverything. I have cleared the sale out, for one
thing, and sent everyihing lt contained. of any value
to the bank 1) L return; so if any burglars gcome, they
will have thelr labor for their "

“Ah, Damaris,"” esald Mr. Ellwood, slowly, his ¢
Yery 4, "you are more 1hou§h ul than I am;
should not have thought of that
“I' mrranged 1t ywterday,” wald Damarlp, care-
lessly, tumln"-’m to her papers on the desk before
her; "I thought it better, as thers were some rathe

simportant doguments I keap in there; so I arra
with the bank that they mre only te be given ut;‘lo y

me I ‘pergon™

AR, how prudént” he sald, and he turned his tﬁa
to the wall and seemed to swallow something In his
thiout; “ven, very prudent, Damaris’

"“Or to my helrs, of courss, In case of my death,”
Damaris addad curaleu?' l:e([nnln( to sign some jet-
ters. ~“Yes, the bank mfde me Insert that provisien to
satisfy their scrupies’

“N¥es, vos,” sald My, Ellwodd, with a laugh, “banks
Have mo many scruples, have they not? Bul this aons,
I must say, geams rather absurd. Well, Damaris. my
denr, during your sbsence I shall bave; to try to show
myself as thoughtful aa you.”

“Oh, 1 am sure yo will do that, dear unale,” mur-
ﬁureﬂ Liamoris, as she hurriediy ehecked a caleula-

on.

*Who kpows? Who knows?' he sald in a whisper,
and wenl quigkly out of the room.

CHAPTER XIII

On the Edge b

R, ELLWOOD had condenled well enough while
he was with Damaria the fntense emotion that
h]er Eor;!l had cau:hed him; whe had ro idea ot
the dark’ féar, of 8 Ty il %

panie that had pricked niu unwal}'ﬁruym:ﬂ li?.f:ﬂlﬁa?‘u;ﬁ:
Agaln’ he was enduring. But when he. was in his own
room. and alone he nearly broke dewh altugether

I candot Samd this strain oo longer,' he mut-
tered; ‘“‘she puts .me on the rack every hour almost.
Oh! 1 gannot stand it much longer, One would think she
knew all and did all this to torture me—to show me my
helplessness. ' Well, she may push it tos far, then."

He. paced s room restlessly, bitlag at his bands and
now. dnd sgatn muliéring to himsell. After a tinio he
wont out and down Inio the small drawing room, whers,

a3 he expacied, he found Mrs. 4
fancy wore' nd Mrs. Mitchinson busy with somae
Hhe's

“Hannah” ‘he said, hoarssly, “If
bﬂll?.!’l‘l us? b!tn;edit'h: be un&; A ? Ak,
“How 1" aske rs. Mitchinson, matehing her siike
“She has emptied the safs and sent all |
to the bank.” hd answered, Eroaning, v aam.m.,
“AhY" sald Mrs. Mitchinson, “our dear Damagls was,
always 80 prudent; she Is not careless and flighty, like
some girls, But, surely, IL you are In charge of her nler-
ests during her absence, as you will be, suppose, the
lmnk.ﬂhwilr: permit 3'|I:1u —"'1 2 :
4 & has arranged,” he sald, "“for nothing fo be giv
up =ave to herself In person.'’ . Syen
"That I8 awkward" said Mrs. Mitelilnson, “buc de
not whisper in that hoarse way—It gets on my nerves.'
“Listen,” he began, and peused.
“On, 1T am," she sald, Inoking carefully at her sills,
WiHN a gestire of -::wn'-rrnl‘.nﬁlr agitadn he snatched
the work froml her and flung it to tha grnound,
“That gets on my nerves,” he aald, bresthing hard:
“But in cass of her death, then of courze the :bank
will give, up the documents to her heirs. She told me

s neticed nothinli odd in
| the

Y Py
Ve "
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“One would think she dld all this on gurpose,” he
burst out.

“Oh, hardly that,” answered Mrs lglkh!mn.
laughing. t

“Well,” he asked, “what are we to do?"

"We must think about t," she replied, “and we will .

decide when DLamaris is enjoying her motoring tour m
Franca.”

““Hd got dp ‘and walked heavily W and”
rocm. -

“it's bt my fault,” he muttered. He made a gtsture
with his hands, "1 am forced into the position,” he
declared, = A i

“Go and have a whisky and soda,”. Mra
Mitchinson. “Damaris has keen eyés; slis. might ses
you look upset.” .

Apparently he thought the adviee geod, for ha
noddéd gnd opened the door. Just as he was golng out
Mrs. Mitchinson observed casually!

“Oh, by the way, 1 suppose that
Dandaris' halr?" :

He gave her a frightful look, But did not speak.

Tro i1 -the

you ~would be

‘and {n & moment had stepped Ifte the passage and

elosed the door behind him. With the grealast care.
and as If she had no'other thought in her mind, Mrs
Mliehinson continued to match her sliks, while In the
bllllard room Mr. Ellwoed rang the bell and told the
footman who answersd it to bring hlm & whisky and
soda. Vielent as wers the storms of amotion to which
at this time he ssomed subject, yot No ‘Appedrsd to
have the faculty of recovering from them very qulckly.
When Damaris saw m_ni“u:tg -.‘ little iater on ahe
8 behavior,

Almost al necossary arrangements had besx
made, #o that only & few minor ‘dstails remiined to
bo settled. This day was a Friday; on laturdsf s0me
nnal matters were arrmged nd some farawell calls
pald, Bunday was #& qulet ¥, and on Monday
Damaris started, in the comnny of Mry, Mitohinson,
onswhat the world in gene underaiood wes to be-a
motor todg In France; on what ~hepself hoped
would be s viluable experie rendpring her more fit
for 51:3 poition in life she Ei dr on whlx Jiuph BEli-
wood and Mrs. Mitchinson, hiding thelr fmagin-
ing even from u:zmulxu, 8t ﬁc t ht turn out
atrangely enough; and W 3 bollefs
was rl:l b or whether nil were t or all were
?rn;?’nu. ay as yet hidden in the dark recesses of the
uture.

Ap far-as London, whers they wers to #pend tha

night, Damaris and Mra. umun?n ladl. together.
But on the Tuesday mornrn'. t OEF“Q left the
hotel togéther for Charlng %mu. l{ M tchinson
arrived there ne. And Damaris, wen) a, cheap
ready-made costume she had punhzlod nohester
for thls occaslon, cotton gloves-a detall Lthat pleased
her artistie sense of the fitngss of things a8 much as it
made her horribly upoomfortable abgut the E‘nhdn-'-lll-
:‘llt!ga Imt;l; that nearly lamed her, and such a hat
n_ her wlides oments =& had
appear {n publie In, nl‘erNP’nllO(ﬂ at Huston.

There she booked to Manchester, buying,  'still Im-
pelled by her donse of the fitness of { and her

desire to not up 1o her new character, hird-class
ticket; and she discov J with some rise that
thers I8 much diffarence twe ,mm ourney in
& Ealoon car and in a ‘5' third-o cafipart-
ment, This discovery tended to make hér thoughtful,
though she felt ¢he could have horns l‘l uch bet-
tar but for thoses atroclous “tlo?‘ o which, how-
E: Keap : @

ever, the continued meek en-
- 5&':?#.}"" and-
| “ﬂu o

expected %o

durance of A martye

Btill it was all & new
the cotton Flov?p-tt!rly enjoyable,
also recetving fresh- Hghts on Iife at &very moment,
srd she much enjoyed observing changed attitude
of the portord, ons of whom, & nics gl.n with &
gray baard, oalled her “my dear,” while andther, a
gay young fellow with a  smart mustache, tried to
inaks love to_ her, ] :

To uﬁch Bropdmoor 1t was necessary on arrivin
et Manchester from Londdn to cross owWnh an
travel on from the Vietorla station thers, 'Bl aris got
to this mnttc;n‘n safely emough, bul, m!va? at iy
prompily lost hersell. and, wandering helplessly |
maze of platforms, subways and alt’l"tonl. deelzta
that she w-,‘u"not 7n competent and l%l led o traval
ol #he had been hitharto nclined to n-mr-mm'f
Mowever, fortunitely a frendly rurtu‘r came to the
rescfe Just an ahe Wad on the point of giving up all
hops, found her lztfhrm for her-No. $7~and her
irain. put her co tin box-—this, by the way, w
anothar artistle touch Damatis p J l#ru‘t on—in

X offere
0

except for
und hetself

the san, and declined the twopence d
tﬂzl:dn ground that no aou’tt‘lhe Wan t more t‘?’ll& g:

From Manehester (he rotite to Broadmoor 11
through a contlunal #uccession of mills of :‘1'1 tc!r’t:
and kinds, round which cluster groups of little liouses
with here and thers one larger than the rest. When
more than vsual of these mills come together, thers is
a \'_Il'mre and there the train stops; while sometimes
the villages, them#elves coming together, ?urm a buswy
1igtle “town, from whioh chimneye protrude llke gpines
from the back of a poreupine. Hut never once dyring
thie whole journey ia It posstble (0 got away from the
fact that one fs in a manufactucing country, and th
farms that now and. mgain slip 1o hetween the ab-
conquering mills have somehow @ furtive and
spologetic alr, as If ‘they knew theéy were only there
on suffavance, waitlng the moment when they, too,
would be abaorbed by thelr rivals, The vary cows in

#0 herself, Wha ‘ol Lhis ~
“r -io

. you ed my
the anawersd; “and that our dear Damaris s less pru-
dent than I supposed.”
He sat looking at her Inum!li{ and*not offering to help
her aw she ploked un and stralghtened her work.
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the pastures have &n alr of
welven-mwe - ehew thelr o 0y | ev. ought
1o be dolng something more energetic; u"nil. the :111§ay
flelds of wheat ona somatimes sed® appear mors liks
anllml;}r nnd:":ﬂ&nke?‘ survivors rather than serious
competitors t f allconguering ocotton that in th

whéle district relgns so l't'?lumphaatln .

\

Gark night, thres

Cnan who peeme

nificant cogs In

b wmaching that by
ay angd
une for her

"It Tight7" nhie Mused,
o L g : ‘gnrﬁ@m
rehllzed wit
had never
that guestion

80, to h
“ha :o‘tno ore for facts
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that here she was 'not on
ncwinﬁ from the I
tles of her own llfe, ..ug
from  the 8 - nudaaolt
of that Clifford ho,
somehow, managed to
|impreas ki personaiity so
strong!y upon her. She had
a gense of triumph somehow
a4 though she had bafMed
him; ‘she felt like one who,
. rressed by ‘unknown pur-
. poses, hasl at last, found a
wecurs asylum, 3
" The (raln, eslowed down
and sbho realized that a
last they were approach!
Broadmoor |Lgelf, that at last
© she waa on threshold of
hér new life. A# Lhe train.
e:{:rod the station she looked
&=y ly up.and dewn the
;m:m l’:ﬂ those the #x-
.. pegled to m:at hér thers, and

s
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that -

.
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night spun fors oasmbe

‘-
mouth, a flat nose &
h.laoﬂ,npulol Appma"
'ni'l: uu,l'tllt::'w

camic up 1o th curlouly
shyly at Damaris, "'W“WJ uddén twinge
consclence at .hE m ing

shnple-l 01
flln.im  tnat {1 was oul mthr.’ 6-“.; s, and
dsome mann

by re that it was
3
thor, an’ thg me, 1§

erned

' m.- )
~ Bhe led ths way Insida the houss. It was
ordinary cottages of t

mr !ronml %
he kitchen itself lwtﬁ pomf
gl.ﬁam] bn.rnin n‘n‘ll tw' :iotl.rnd .0 chiof
r on a y . :
ure in u':’: TOOM Wae & Iu,a_?uu«_ th glasn
hendles that occupled all the stde of one wall, and ths top
wt wh was covered by a wonderfu f china
and. gluss ornaments of all kinds, n aphs,
conglsting chiefly either of
friends or of views of Black ’
1wo large photnnn’hl.l.nm of the Black
other of the Blackpool sands; and-oth
«in n atorm, of Blac | promenade, of kpodl whoeel,
adorned the mantelplecs, On the | oppositq the
window hung two c%.r‘mnnu of photographs, atros
clously colored; one bglng easily zable as Mr.

bl ! a
woa loo

of Blac

“E‘Roekon any one céuld see as me, thes gn’ she wer’ all £6't’ one f

Whe Wefe to be her companions in her newy existence.
Theh on & sudden all faded from her, the day, the place,
the people whom ahe saw walting the train‘sgarrival,
all- vanlahed te gon#; and - Inst it gwemed to
her whe was beck In darkness and lonéliness, a
strange, audaolons man at her ulde. and dlstant in the
lug and sinisier, two men uum&:lu;
for them, of whoin one was old and Wwhite bhajred,” yet
of slrong appeiranen, and the other all and of'
ﬂﬁlhﬂy powerfu] bulld, -
At was only for & moment that there lasted this
deluslon, visi mﬁiﬂﬂn&, warningeiet it be enlled what -
ne jlkes. {ht traln draw up with a Jerk._all :
o herself, remembered whers nm-‘w‘z,
ana why, Yel the Ljppiesaiug rogiged steong on her, 1\
she could not A shudder when she saw mﬁﬂg
stralght tuwardd .l‘:f i woltoming amile on g Thow, @
old,

for his halr and beard were whits
and who yet bore himaself with sgns of undiminish

strength.
=8 Pol tnes, so theor tha'rt,” He sald heartil
ernﬁ% m%’m of har compartment and holdBng‘ m‘;{
his hand to Ber, “I'm Dick Freavs, tha' knows,”™
udded In & whisper, “and you're the young lady as 8 to
pass as my- lass Mr. . Kllwood sald.  1s ¢hat all reet?™
i she answered quickly, “bul tell me who
at tall man who Wik slanding near

Is that th
rm?' e .
round biankly, 1 didn't

a5, yes,
you o m
“.E ?!l

reurs, lonking
. see Any ons—whage, mg" .

pON L i

nd -m{ntu_l.

sign: 0f any s an.
5 "'“’hr. thnuqu;crt dreaming, [ass,” sald Frogra, Taugh-
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