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HIS is not a tale of the dfncml slwc trade of old or the iaﬁon of
the Congo of today. Neither has it anything to do with Indian’ mas.
sacres, with the cannibalism of the South Sea islands, nor the naméles:

murders that u.'H for 5}( Time Stain rL

‘eareer of Abdul the: Dammed. -

On the cohtrary, it is a-plain, unvarnishedrecisal of the mnerp: whick,

civilized, people, suppoSedly, are.doin
d:ﬁrulrv af convicting the siayers; f

cach other to death; of the increasing -
the lawlessness “that makes: the great

American cities veritable breeding grounds of crime, )

But recently it ‘was that two automobiles full of joy riders conducted. a
running battle throwgh one of the principal sireets of New" York.. Luckily
no bystanders were injured, but that was no'fault of the warrin f:rcnom ‘who were doiny
:er best o fll each other full of lead, and who scurried into. obscurity when their battle

began 1o bnng forth a mob.

Yer Nesw York, with its Chinese tongs, its “‘gangs” that hunt cach:other down like Ken- i
m:ky feudists, is still agway behind Chicago when the criminal recards .instead of the popu- |
lations nf the two cities are considered. - Only a few weeks ago’ the ‘wickedest city in the

COHPID'\"

.

received her blackest brand frorn,]zer own chief of police, Mr. Stewart. .
With a regubar-statistical bombshell, the “ civilian chief” - astounded Chicago herself, “and

# fhe entire country as well; by giving out the fact that in the last four years there have been

69‘3 murders and ‘but two-hangings.

would be cdnsidered by the Bar Asgociation.

He wanted the attorneys- -at-law to have some

WH.LN the Clricago .chief gave out his remarkable figures he did so. with the. idea that they

light on the indistent complaints from the plain, common people that crime goes unpunished.
Therefore he showed that, with 603 persons dohe to. death, there had been 547 persons

arrested on murder chargea Of these only 133 were convicted.
In all the convictions, except two, the usual thing lappened. There were prison sentences or,
gooree, delays, legal squabblings wranglings, new trials and eventual discharge.

Not' everywhere is thé condition so bad as in Chicago.

the country stems one of degree rather than of kind.
. The districts which were brought into such malodorous prominence by “Hinky Dink” Kenna and
"Bathhbuoe John” Cotighlin are about as bad as can be imagined. But it is dotbtful if the other big

cities of the country.can afford to throw stones.

Yet the “difference .in fivor of the rest of

The cold, bare, blood-stained fatt is that lawlessness: is rampant, and that, eoupled with the in-

creasing d:ﬂiculty of securing convictions for crime, it is cheapening human life.

reme
qu t

courts don’t punish, we will”

That has been the cry in Ohio, a mrpasedlv civilized state

which has shocked the couniry with ite

ynchings.

In Spring-

field, for instanee, where the militia has been called several
times to preserve order, there was @ time when the worst riffraff
of the town was whitewaghed, through political influences, when-

evef it was haled into court.

There the eolored population

holds the jbalance of power, usually, and ‘it came to be so that a
blatk man could commmit almost any crime on the calendar. with

impunity. ’

The awakening came
shot by a négro he was attempting to arrest.
was paralleled the storming. of the Bastile.

when' Pat.rolman Chavles Co1l:s was

Then, i#% America,
No: Frénch mob |

ever madeé a more savpge attack than did the dead policeman’s”

s

maddened: friends on: that Clark copnty. jail. Veritable batter-

ing rams were bro
probably clubbed to
strung up as an ebject lesson.

ht.into play, ‘the negro dragged out and
eath before he"was riddled with bullets and

What this lawlegSnéss means may be gathered from the fact.

that there were 78 lynchifigs in 1909 and 100 in 1908,

Both

these years'wr.m above the recent average, as m 1907 thare were

but 63, and in 1006 the number wes slightly *
larger, 72. Years ago there were many more.
However, lynchings are but one cause that
‘eomies  from. the efféct -of permifting _ crime-
breeding sections to.exist in cities. Lynchings
are the ‘result of unbridled rage; the crimes
thema*lvc-s come: from the criminal population.
This may egsily be seen in the case of Chi-
ciago.  There tge undemrnble women number

~10000--or-
m #20,000,000 4 yoar,

Vlh.!t makes these figures even worse than
thrv might at first appear is that the dissipation
of Chieago has, in a la.rge measure, run ript'in its
lowest :[orm ¥4 a period of regenera-

‘real,

‘recoghized market for

tion in 1908; but, like 1any . other movements,

this has only been pnmally successful—in fact,

has, in many instanees, béen more apparent than

At that time the lowest. of politicsl elements
were in control, and the L{olma depirtment was a
@ sale of special privi- |
leges to gamblers, reso "ﬁi
gambling interests were estimated to be rak-
ing in at least §15,000,000 yearly.

herp wero also nearly, 300 criminal hotels, -

with a capaity of 10,000 rooms. There wore alsn -

between 300 and 400 houses of even less outward
respectability, with many dance halls of the Tow-

Everywhere the same

is urged. Its logic may be faulty, but the body of the people take to it, nevertheless, That is,

est destription. _

In the wards given over to the lower element
there wére literal myrinds of saloons of the worsi
type, Allitold, there were about 7500 saloons, as
compared with 5000 groceries,

These low déns were under no license restric-

_tions. . Any ons with a few hundred dollars could
Ik, go.dnito. the -businsse- ‘whenever- he- fejtJike i

Around ‘the stockyards:and in:similar Jocalities
frequented by workmen' the i'ontltl‘un-, wore ‘al-
amost beyond belief, -+

Over all” these unspeakable ‘precinets there
presided. the Chicago political bosm‘ and ‘any-
thmg vmnt. to thm wﬁo coult.l pﬁ: in money and

. ‘m of mortality

)

votes. The breeding grounds of

S crime were the feeding grounds .

». of . the corrupt politicians,

What might have been ox-

pected under -these conditions

cafne, to ‘pags., . an address

before the Chieago Medical So-

ciety in_ 1908, Dr. Thomas

(rant Allt n deolared that in

six venrs tnere had been 10v murders, with only

eight hangings, and that Chicago's murder rate

wus. len times as great each year‘as that of the
whole. of the British isles,

Thé outery at that time resilted in the em-
ployment of 1000 additional policemen, the pass-
ing of various ordinances restricting tho liquor
traffic, prohibiting criminal hotels and, in, gen-

eral, attempting to-eetabhsh some-sort of contrel

aver the lawless element.

In some measure these efforts were succegs-
ful. . There was st len: | a temporary diminution
of the crime wave, which had’ reached such a
point that no man's life was safe. But, as has
been. the history of many other cities, it proved

- ’ whe - & v . - . -

far easier to pass vdhln
than to stamp out’ the :

causes of jon.

No police force can H
reformed in a day, and Do
ordinance is going to
the souls of the eriminal
dissipated elements of

population. Therefo® Chicago is still struge
gling—in fact, has made scarcely mors than .
start.

As regards the punishment of m!ﬂmﬂll_

has actually retrograded, as the special

of her police chief shows. And this chief, %
way, is an experiment. He is known 88 &

ian chief, because he was selected for his busl-
ness and executive ability, in the hope that, as &
complete “outsider,” he would be better able to
control the force and put a stop to its corruption
than a trained police officer whose affiliations
had for years been with the men he was t@
command,

PEOPLE ARE ALARMED

As Chief Stewart's report on the punishe
ment, or rather the ldck of it, of homicides shows,
he has his ear to the ground and is keenly alive
to what the general publi¢ is saying. And, in-
deed, the comments on the lack of punishment
that is meted out to murderers is not confined to
(Ohicago, nor is the increasp in savagery which
manifests itself in doing an enemy to death.

. Btill, on account of incomplete statisties, this
matter is lar one of observation, rather than
of exact statement, Until very recent years, the

dnfetes povermsent hae

registration states the classification of deaths by
yviolénce has léft much to be desired.

What statistics there are, however, indicate
an extreme increasé in the crime of murder, and
the more complete the statistics the greater
number of murders shown.

Thus the figures for the latest years avail-
able, as published. in the census report of 1009,
are:

1508 .
1004 .
1906 .

834
9356
1540

These, of course, are manifestly much below
the real numbers. Perhaps, when. the census of
1010 is fully compiled, there will be & better idea
of the crimes and convictions than is now avail-
able.. For the present, however, a better idea of
the situation may be gained By the more com-~
plete returns from the city of New York for-the
same years. 1hey are:

Even allowing for an inerease of population;
it can be seen that the murder rate of New York
has been steadily climbing.

THE WORST GO UNPUNISHED

Judging the country at large from unofficial
statistics, the inerease has been even maore sen-
sational. What is more, according to them, the
number of murders to ecach execution has in-
+creased from 17 in 1885 to 78 in 1906. By five
year. periods, from 1885 ta 1006, these figures
follow:

Number of
murders

Exe- eaghexe-
tut|0(;‘nll. uution.

ln‘
122
276 117
9,360 123

Murders
and homi-

45
79
Tl
8

Here again there is something of anapprome
imation, because the number of executions does
not altogether represem. the number of wurder-
ers punished, a8 “some states havé abolished cupi-
tal sentences, -

So  the safest plan, after all, is to go by the
statistics from the big cities, Of course, l.‘hwago
is admittedly worse than any other spot in the
United States.  But, in 4 measure, Chicago is

atill the danger signal.  What applies ' to the
\nnrh, crime-ridden city apphies also to other
parts of the union, though in'a less degree

The records show that Chicago's wnrst erimi-
nals are going unpunished. The . influcncs. of
politicians and ‘the apparent laxity of the courts
are there fast bcvnmmg a seundal that may equal
that of the crime wave of 1005,

What with the diffieulty of securing convid-
tiona and the delays that follow those® that are
secured, it would really seom that murder 1§ gete
ting safer every day. In England, for instancs,

the usual costom 18 to allow thres Huudu)n to

elapse between the sentence und the execntion.
Auy. appeal to sentiment id favor of the mijpre
derer must be made in that time, {

In one sense, the situation i Americs 14
more favorghle to the general public thap 1o
the hf? taker.
m" states )
juries strong vtmugh 0. hring in § ﬂ'ﬂth
first-degree ‘murder! in others  show thet
people at large -are becoming move lld *
averse-fo. the taking of buman life. A

Murders, though. do ot come :
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(beow extromely ;-
&ndamphto. Many of ‘the states have not had; 1A

" tegistration of these statistios, and even in the/
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The abolition of the death m- -




