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E .HROUGHOUT the world divorce
; C o is'inereasing.” Recent statistics of
Evrope-and:America prove it.

v\ dnd dbnken are’ the ones who are'rg- -

spomsible for, the larger portion of the in-
créase. :
“oMaralists, jurists;-sociologists—uall seem
powerless fo' stop™it. None who pretend
fo_ know anything: approaching .an expert
knowledse of the-subject, profess to see the
eud of the movement away from. the fime-
honored stawdard that & marriage - shall
bind until death doés the= part, although
every class. of critics has some remedy of
105 OWN. ‘ i
The one thing that is indisputable is
that divorces are more and 'more numerous,
and that the women are, more and more

numerously, the applicants.
Is the tivie. drating near when mar-

Wide Increase in Divorces, With/\/

viage, as: mankind has
known st throughout the
‘ages, is doomed to dis-
appear, with woman sev-
ering the tie as a thing
too. irksome to be borme
under' the new dispensa-
tion of labor, which
makes 'ker independent
of .a husband’s support?
For years the United
States has had to bear the
odium of most lightly re-
garding the sacred nsh-
tution of marriage, of
most laxly affording op- o 4
portunities—nay, of most lavishly proffer-
ing invitations—for divorce.
~ But Europt’s figures are now showing
a similar tendency, even within the boun-
davies of domestic, home-loving France.
And ever and always, the wives are con-

ispicuous by their presence as. petitioners in !

the divorce courts.

HETHER or fot they are justified in
claiming their freedom is a question
wholly subordinite to the great, the
startling. faet that they are ap-

parently hastening toward a unanimous conclu-
sion to endure no more in marriage than pleases
them, be it triyial or grave.

More than ample evidence has been adduced
in the warld’s divorce courts to prove that the
patient Griselda of wifedom has plenty of reason
for quitting the man she has promised to love,
honor and obey. But the inexorable stafistics
show, especially ‘in the United States, that hus-
bands are as likely, perhaps even more likely, to
struggle on to the last ditch of marital nusery
before - demanding emancipation through the
mediuvm of the law. .

1t may be that, with the universal erash of
wedlock fesounding in the horrified ears of mod-
e oivilization, the whole moral fabrie, founded
in: the union of ‘one mau with ote woman only,
¢hall* bégin to sway and topple in the very ul{
max ) of matérial advancement, evoking a new
riin; a'new chaos of society.

Or: again, 1t may-happen 'that the nations

will ‘take alarm and the whole level of morality’

feel an.uplift under the stress of alarm lést the

chaos be at hand. ' FAA
France, which has led the peoples in national

tredson fo the maifitenance of ‘the human race, is

of wédlock and particulsrly at'the state of affairs
among ;the -very poor-who,constitute so great a

proportion of any. population.
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During the twenty years between 1888 and
1908 the working population of France hasimore
than doubled the number of its divorces.  Tt'is
that segment of the French people who can take
advantage of ‘the legal. privilege of suing as: pau-
pers, something which they take to like ducks to
water, especially as~the average expenses for the
“bonrgeois” divorce amount to $400.

From 2009 divorces to 4204 within' twenty

“years constitutes a rise far more alagrming there

than elsewhere, because France possesses a popu-
lation more nearly stationary than does'any other
country, and the proportion of divorees to mar-
riages is more nearly- représentative of ‘thie": Li-
tyde of the people. o

Yet the investigation which the diselosure
of the figures promptly inaugurated showed that
ithe larger number of divorees was, to somb ex-
tent, dué to An increase in the nombér of mdr-
ringes. To be plain about it, marriage with many

young couples in the larger cities there seams to
_operate like some vaceination that doesn't-tale. -

The poor girl who, a couple of decades ago, would
have simply lived with the man-who happened to
please hér is more likely now to insist on enjoy-

groom disgusted enougl to wake the parting a
mere matter ‘of collusion. The girl is madame,

‘with a wedding ring to show for her respectahil-

ity, ‘and the propriéties have drawn the veil of
dectney over- another ligison.

The women usually have one of -two reasons
in seeking their freedom. One is the laziness of
the hugbadd, who has imagined. that, in taking a
wife, he was securing & source of permanent in-
come that h. wouldn't have to woérk for. The
other; is ' that the women themselves haye no
morals ‘to speak of and prefer to be entirely free
from conjugal reproaches.

It is complete divoree that is nowadays aps
pliéd for, thus showing that the respect for 'the

- marriage tie, permitling legal separation only,

ing the dignity and decency of & married woman. |

But her innate tendency to be a mere light o’ love:

is by no means altered.
The newly blessed pair of them start house-
keepipg—or continue it—ns though they were ‘on
“Withir

months quarrels as trivial or jealonsies ds well

- founded bring the bride into the divoree’coutt,
" aing at the expense of the state, with the bride-
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without the right of remarriage, has datérioratéd
tol a marked degree.

THe revelations that have come out in France
@ of the problem which set

v allsEurope to examining its conscience, with dis-

troncan deny:
WIS IS RXI00E ARAIVEeS of P ranch mar-

coverigs of shames which scarcely a dingle na- '

risge’ and its:weaknsss ‘were in progress, and
while. Great” Britdin’s divoree commission’ was

taking. testimoniy. under ' popular pressure. for

some change of the laws which would give the
English poor divorce facilities somewhut like
those existing across the channel, Inquiries were
instituted throughout Europe, covering the gen-
eral subject.

 There :is no legal divorce in Italy, which
might ‘be termed the murita]l South Carelina of
Furope, but within thirty years the number of
legal separations has doubled.

Austria, which permits both separation and
divorce, has about doubled its divorces and nearly
doubled its separations.

In Holland the separations have inereased to
triple the number of'a generation ago, while the
chmplete divorces are thtee and one-half times
what they were. ) :

In Norway the separations have doubled,
while the divorces have been multiplied by five.

In Belgitm the separations have gone up 60
per cent, but the full-fledged divorces have been
quintupled, as in Norway.

,The relation of divorces to marriages is now
so high that all Europe is anxious over the

CHaige. - Swilgerland Das the highest proportion,

four divorces being recorded for every 100 mar-
riuges. “The percentages of France and Greece
are somewhat less, but manifest a steady trend

Anstances.

upward. “in Houmania the percentageis 8% in
Denmark, 2; in Prussia and Sweden, 1 per cent
each; in England, % of 1 per cent, with strong
poptlar agitation for increased divorce facilities
and much evidence to show that the small num-
ber of divorces is dute mainly to the expense an

«hificulty of procuring them.

The general continental inquiry showed that
the legal status of the marrvied woman, in both
Switzerland and France, whs a factor'in her
mand for independent status. ~ In Treland, as
in ‘Russia, powerfub religious influences go so
far to preserve the sanctity of the marri tia
that the percentage of divorees is trivial the
primitive - condition ¢f the Russian populace
aléo modifying the tendency, toward any revold
against marital unhappiness. -

Almost everywhere the majority of the
plicants  for diverce are women, fotwithstan

ng the fact that the law generally provides for
.reconciliation ‘wherever ‘it is  possible.

average of the ‘applicants is well. represen
in the “two ‘great capitals—Pakis and Berlin
In Paris the women represent 56 per caht of
the applicants; in Berlin they conatitute
per cent. ' - -.
A marked influence in the presesvation of
marriage proves 10 be the presente of o
e AR, PR A B :
n the Prench capital there are
times s, many  divorces seoured by
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