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- Feminine Figures

EF VHERE is no novelty in announcing to

o the world that fashions change as

" regards dress, and 1o the close ob-

yer of popular taste it is no great revels-

#0 say that fashions in the women them-

s change just as surely as the mode of
garments that deck them.

~However, it may wot have been observed

ithe present fashion-plate woman, the

mously long, skender and willowy lady,

is commonly regarded as a distortion

eculiar to this decade, is really no more than

eversion in ryje to the fashion-plate woman
ust one hundred yoars ago.

The belle of impossibly long legs and

tounding Weight was as much in favor in the

i ton years of the nineteenth century as she
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has come to be. in the first ten years of this.:
There have been occastonal journalistic com-
ments on the increasing height. of our women
and some caricatures on the same subject, of
late, but no one seems to realize that it is by
no means a new or novel tendency. ]

If one were to go inta thegsociological
conditions of the first decade of the last cen-
tury and compare it with -the corresponding
period in this, he could doubtless find a com-
mon cause for this taste for long-limbed beau-
ties. Let that pass for the present, however.
It will be apparent enough from ‘a study of
old paintings and plates that the taste was once
@ vague and thht the liking for the impossible
woman is, like most things in taste, no' new
thing under the sun.

‘N THE fifteenth century Botticelll painted long, slen-
‘. der women, but they werp mot the stately type that
troubles the modern anitomist, as he marvels at art
and fushion-plate creations, They had & snaky as-
t that was probably meaut to be spiritusl grace. Then
Burne-Jones delighted (n the attenuated; but even
%id women were not in any way comparabls to the forms
hieh' are: popiiiar at this dale, and were more or less in
a hundred years ago.

these men never actually molded the taste
pelr contemporaries, Thelr work was rather I -
itie and not at all representative, Whatever ths ar-
& mherits of & fashion plale may ba, at least it does

pe’ the popular taste in forms as well a8 In dress
In this country fifty yeats ago, and Uil earlfer, it
“the populsr thing to vall a tall glender woman “s
5, bony creature,” and to dub the lttle round Jadien
properly plump and comely, To be at all admired a
4 had to he well rounded out—fat, we should now
jt—and as many remember, every devics was em-
i to glve the impression of squatness and girth In
e proper anatomicsl locations,  Huge bustles and over-
girts were in fashion, and the strangest part of it was
T ¥ the women seemad to fit into the fashions admirably.
~ ‘There seems, in fact, to be some psychological con-
pn between tasis and physleal development as the
ifashions in women change. If there is a cry for littls
ad women, we seein to have them In abundance.
pow that there is a tendency to worship the tall
@nd slender “‘soarecrows,” our grandmothers would have
galled them, all the giris appear to be growing up-above

ihetr brothers and to be losing hips and all slse in the
avor of the physique to meet the demands of taste

haps It is the change in form, or the warning of a
ghange, that sets the fashions. Perhaps, under certain
gring; conditiops, women grow tall and lean, thus
hing taste,”and under other conditions, they take
._&ppoma tack and favoer follows ‘the alteratlon.

DR. REICH'S OPINION

Since we haye tumbled into the speculative veln, it

Bt be well to give the opinlons of some One mMore

Sustomed to accurate speculation. Dr. Em#f Rslch, lo

s studies of American women, has something 1o say of

'{}, b women of the perlpd which upened the last century.

? mﬂm that 1t was a piloneer age. that in America,

et sclally, the pie. weré just beginning to realize that

hére wat 8 “'hinterland’ on the oppoxsite sifie of the Alle-

ghenies, and the whole nation was either in g state of
o of Of unrest from other causes,

: A result of this the women were laken away from
homes; in fact, there were no homes and the
part of the poplilation was half unsexed

S Women were more mascullne; they had to face men'n
and trials as pioneers, The colonists ;who had
‘Wdopted the esse and luxury of BEurope beégan once more
"‘#‘: fow 1t off and undertake new things. So the womeén
gould not .tro;dh:o be ‘Httle, delleate and pudgy. They
] | |8 X

'tl.l‘,lnd | i ;
This Ix only a theory, but It looks 1ike a plausible
® . It wes an ago of transition, when the young
jtlon wak Atrengthening iteelf to face new trials, and
By no meansg in that stute of quiet and comfort in
a peaple ean afford to cultivate the graces, coax
'y and fragility into the forms of thelr womebd, and
round, ehubby little dolls of them,
hlon then wae only the reflection of a demand for
Sirohg, &lmost stalwart preatures, to meet the needs

&8 1I was much the same. The country hha
pe. out of & terrific turmoll, -In which all courtly
and bom?g- ideals had besn trampled under foot,

of the people had heon & factor In every
the women of the decadent nobility had no
ding In the new republic than thelr husbands.
aknynote of.the. empire wax strife and conflict, Na-
Rl wars demanded s daplay. of all the vieility there
. | J‘Enw and virllity was! the standard of tuste.
op 1At ara of exireme democracy, France has had
porfunity to revive the charmsg of femininity and
tf y the courtly graces, In apite of frequent
‘of government, ! PiRE »
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possihle tastes at the beginning of the last century, 1t
would have been enough that they were popular In
France. For everything French was law to the States
in those days. However, the turmoil in this country was
sufMcient to give rise to & craze for women of Jnasculine
height and masculing lack of feminine charm. Here is
what a historian says of the age:

“In Amorica, at this turn of the century, matters
soemed in a pretty bad way; the rage for gambling and
the prevalefice of Jotterles had had a. blasting effect;
speculation and Jjobbery had becoma regular trades
erl'y came o doubt the wisdom "0f separition Trom
England. The yellow fever had afMicted the sesports
for years and lessened their commerce, already subjectad
to one benumbing embargo '‘and soon to be. by anothaer,
American ships were preyed upon and pillaged on the
high seas by ships of all nptionk} whip masters and ship
ownars were desperate, Tha shoeking and universal prev-
alence of dueling alarmed &ft thoughtful folk: it ap-
peared. to the timid that all the really great statesmen,

gnldlers, lawyers and gentlemen, would kill off each

othear.”

To coma back to the conditions that developed a tasts

for tall women in France, such as we see in these early

Hilustrations, we are told by Relch that there were at

least fifty women wh& served in the French army toward
#

the latier end of the olghtrer‘ith eentury, and that scores
of“* wamen' adopted male attire and Keld thelr own with
men in duels and similar exercises,

At was' only a ‘few years belfors the“reaction cams
th™ France and the womeén of the empire came to ba
normal, femining creatures; so again the taste changes.

Now for our modern reversion to the tall woman,
the masculing woman and'impoasible, lofg-legged woman,
After our wemen and our tasle In women had relapsed
into the old romantic type of ths round litle woman
of many dimples and delicats hands, {L seems that noth-
ing in the way of internal strife could shake off the
courtly wspell until the peason came for the question of
women's righta and the fitness of woman to he agithted,

The athletle women, tha women who have bean publis
figures In publle 1ife, have set & new standard for fe-
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male activity, and the ol4 ideal of the imposing figure,
helght and near-masculine virility has once more crept
into our feminine tastes. Reich says: “The United States
hag eévolved that very speclallzéd proddet which we at

once recognize unmistakably as the American woman.'’

The Independent woman, strong In body.and mind,

iy rress Qe ooz wevd
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"has coms to be the ideal with us Amiericans, which 18

evident from the popular art portrayals of the species,
In her imposing height and commanding dignity sha ex-
presses physically these attributes of independence and
strength. .In an age when women are riding strenuously,

walking strenuously and thréatening to outdo men In
atiletic prowess, we could not expect our artsts to ex-
press their me?:ls in dmwlnﬁa of emajl women, dimpled
&nd smdaothed fhto courtly little dolls by Ifves of perfect
vaie @nd relaxation. 1t Is doubtful, indeed, If there ever
were such American women; but the domination of the
old - European court standards of what constituted fem!-
nine sharm overawed our less assertive artists and liter-
ary folk into a devotion for the petite which Is in no
senge American,

This reversion to the extrema type of a hundred years
ago, which appears in the {llusirations here given as
something litle short of curlcature, is perhaps the mere
assertion of our rights to have a type of our own and to
admire jt In our own way.

The tall, graceful, commanding woman Is the symbol
of the new woman, the self-assertive creature that |s
becoming & factor In every country, but ls nevertheless
atill & distinctive American type.

An Eastern Legend

! CCORDING t;} the Bangall legend, there oncs lived

on the banks of the river Ganga a rishl, or
sage, in whosa hut, mada of palm leaves, thers
was a mouse which became a favorite with the secer

and was endowed by him with the gift of speech.

After a while the mouse, having been frightened
by a cat, at Its earnest soligitations was changed by
the rishl Ito a cat; then, alarmed by doge. into a dog:
then into an ape, then into a bear, then into an ele-
phant, ‘and finally. belng still discontentad with fts lot,
into a beautifu] malden, to whom the sage give the
name of “Postomani,” or “poppy-seed Ilady,"

One day, while tending her plants, the king ap-
proached the rishi'a cottaese. and was Invited to rest
and rafresh himself by Postomani, who offered him
some daliclous fruit.. The king, however, struck by tha
girl's beauty, refused to eat untll she told him her
parentage.

Postomanl. to decelva the king, told him she was a
prinrass whom the rishi had found In the woods and
had brousht up. Tha result was that the kinge mads
Iova to the girl. and they were married by the holv
fame, Bhe was treated as a favarite quepn, and wan
varv hapov: but ape dav while standine hy a well she
turnad giddy. fell Into the water and dlad

The rishi then apneared bafora the king and begead
him not give way to consuming grief. assuring him
that the late queen wag not of royval hload. Sald ha:
"Bhe waf A mouss, and. according to her own wisgh T
changed her sucnenelvely Intn a cat, a dog, an ape. a
bear, an alaphant and a Invelv girl. Let her bodv ra-
malnt In the wall: fill wn the well with earth. Out nf
her flazh and bones will grow a tres. which shall ba
ralled after her ‘posto.’ “that In  the ‘propv tras'
Fram this tree will bhe ohtained a dArué called aplum,
which will be elther swallnwed or smoked ti11 the and
of time. Tha'oplum swallowar or smoker will have
ane guality of rach af the saninials to- which Poarto.
man! wae tran*farmad. He will he minchiavous 11ke a
mouse* fond of milk. ke n eat: auarrelsome, ke &
fAng: Althv, 1lke An rpe- savare, Jik= » hear: stubborn,
jike an elephant, and high-tempered. llke a queen™

WHY THER [ERROR
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OLDLY advancing into the open or art-
fally reconnoitering for assnapshot while
they merged themselves with the throngs
of passengers on the dock, numerous

corps of photographers who had swarmed to the
waterside of Plymouth, England, Ne arrival
from New York of the Kaiser Wil der
Grosse, sought to eateh the coveted likeness of
Mrs. Ralph Hill Thomas as she: moved from
place to place with adroitness greater than theirs,
provokingly bent on foiling them.

Perhaps it was the experience she gained while
divorcing Frank Gould, and perhaps it was the
previous eight years in which she had figured as
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the quarry. of the dry-plate brigade, that ! eured

herofany rent ey ot T densee - T wEE vy
different with her bridegroom. p .

He grew warm; he grew Im!:'he.‘}vog
candescent; he sputtered to the palice, Wo
grinned.  The photographers, amply bgj_ﬂﬁd by this

in-

‘wife and some passengers whose alliance sbé Won
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with her cheerfully ‘piquant laughter, persisted
a la Paul Jones, who announced that he had just
begun to get interested. Then Mr. Thomas opened
fire with both batteries and sailed into them, shak-
ing his fist ana vociferating: v

“I've a good mind to throw you and your
cameras overboard[”

But the police moved a little closer, grinning
a little more; and he didn’t. . _ .

Of course, they failed to get the photograph.
Mrs. Thomas took e¢are of that, But their exploit
had not been wholly futile, from the edueational
standpoint of their profession. ‘Thby had seen
with their own eyes, heai! with their own ears
and -almost - gone overboard with
“EHmeYas i 1 ¥
afflicted with the newest.and most violent of all
temporary dementing, cameraphobidy

A strietly‘modern disorder w:l a seleated
¢lass of vietims, who, when they have become
chronic eases, pre diagnosed as being camera shy.

OF THECAMERA?"

HE affiction, In itg less.violent stage, is ona com-
mon to a modest fqment of humariity much ad-

mired in the. last’ century during several decades
succeeding the invention of Daguerre, and respect-
ably reluctant to havd thelr featurés exploitéd ‘for the
praise or eriticlsm of the world at large. ‘Thers are stiil
some old-fashiotied pedpla who prefer their privacy and
seclusion, and are perfectly normal in their biss, because
they choose privacy for Its own sake and gonsistently ad-
here to it, as disdainful of the seductions of fame as they
are averse to the annoyanee of notorlety.

‘That conditfon was really normal in the nineteenth
century, wher clyfllzation's best opinion indorsed it, ald
though clvilization in the main didn't practice It. In the
twentisth, it is becoming so rare as to constitute an ab-
normality, 'If nothing more, .

The true cameraphobiacs, or haters of the camera. bas
long to the class who will give dinners, polite speeches,
§100 bills, the glad hand or anything else that happens to
coma convenient, for the sake of belng photographed for
publication, wo long as the accompanying comment ex-
alts their horses, their wealtl), thelr social pre-eminsnce,
thelr features, thelr grandmothers, their bull terriers, of
anything that {s thelrs. The instant they happen to be
divorced, or rob a bank, or break L spesd law and mac.
erate a pushoart man, of provoke -a mnolorlety ‘whose
consequencas are disagreeable, camerdpbobin clatms them

for its bwn, and they yearn to kick & photographer In

the slais, " v

Usually, the affliction is temporary, the patient reverts
Ing to his normal self and passing ofi to photographerd
ﬂfarettu Navored with his monogram in geld leaf the
minuta soclety ‘I8 willing to forget that he happened to
bite an ear off :
gid cnse of wnﬁnm Waldorf Astor, the subject stays so
«blamed mad that he forsakes home and country, bullds a
stone boundary aroynd himeslf over In England and ans
nounces that all Invading photo;glpl_ﬁn will be shot—or

ought to he, - H ! y
the sarliest of the chronia cam=

Mr. Astor was amo
eraphobes that developed in the United States; but, .
t, he deto

their own of a retiring: and unprofane temperimean 1
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policeman, But ocoasionally, o in the

life as retired as that of his fellow-cameraphobe In Eng.
land, and about as much beloved.

Alfred Gwynne Vanderbiit, who suffars from recurrent
cameraphobia, according to his proclivity for divores or
other strictly sensational séclety stunts, carries mueh
of the responsibliity for meaking the disorder fashions
able. A little while befors his wife, Who was Elsie
Frémch, decided he wasn't worth living with and brought
sult for divoree, the photographers at Newport sought
to prepare against the rainy day, Alfred Gwynne pitched
Into them hammer and tongs and managed to smash
severa) cameras in the course of his more violent
Bttacks. . ’

The impression then went abroad that any person
tolerated i1n soclety, and not a woman, who could show
nerve enough to smash g camera héld by a shall, non«
combative photographer,’ would demonstrate conclusively
that he was a real man, if not a gentleman. Harry Lehr
succeeded In giving A& somewhat crude Imitstlon of
eameraphobla at Newport; but nobody took his demons
stration any more seriously than they take Harry; so
he quit, and reverted to his normal, lovely self, and
hasn't heen naughty again. |

MORGAN'S ATTACKS

J. Plerpont Morgan, whose preference fs for bronge
busts fn' the fashion -of Augustus Caesar rather than
for photds, has bad one or two violent nttacks, the
worst occurring when he returned a year or so ago from
Europe and proposed to chuck cameras and photog-
raphers overbosrd, fust as Mr. Thomas did thls summer
8t Plymouth,_ It Is: not believed that Mr, Thomas' im-
pulss was suggested by Mr. Morgan's, hecause expert
ohservers of the afMiction note  that the propinquity of
water seems to provoke the sufferer to prefer eliminating
the photographer by drowning rather than. by mans
slaughter. - .

The only forelgner thus far infected was the virtuous
and haughty Count, Szechenyl, while he was on the ave
of winning the millions ta which Miss Gladys Vandefs
bilt was ‘atfached. He shoved the.photographer off “an
automobils stép and tried to smash the camera, with
&very symptom of cameraphobla rampant, ddwn even to
the_ typical detall of forgetting to stralghten the points
of his mustache for a period of five minutes

of vatheraphobla have besn.

miich 1éss frequent af late {n society, mainly becauss the
cameras, ‘Whith arp wvaluable, ' are now . iIntrusted to _
T iy A R A T
- - me photographed. ] , AL ever,
wh' that any ‘mt;?u_‘_ 3 Eu ‘tg‘lu&.ba; B,
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