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L ACQUIRES CONTROL OF OREGON FLECTRIC RAILROAD

]UHN WEN]Z i
BRINGS DETAILS
OF THE DISASTER

Was Asleep in Hotel When,
With a Roar, the Avalanche
Descended on the Narrow
Canyon.

Spokane, March 2 —Oireat Northern
officials say 60 permona probahly lost
their lives at Welllagton.

Those on Train.
Fersons on the wrecked train who

may have bean lost: o

James McoNeny, attorney, Marion
bullding, residence 1108 Twenty-third
avenue, Beattle,

A. G. Mabler, real ealata dealer, resi-
dence §20 East Forty-fifth street, Be-
Attle.

R. H. Bethel, contractor and clvil en-
gineer, resldencs sSoutheast corner Ninth
avenues and Jefferson strodt, Sedttle.

Mrs. M. ‘A. Covington of Olympla,
maother of L. J, Covington of the Warh-
ington children's home, Besttle,

George F. Davis, motorman, Seattls,
Renton & Southern rallway, 1229 Amert-
cus avenue, Seattle.

Charles 8. Eltinge, treasurer Pacific
Const. Pipe company, residencs 4515
Fourteenth avenue, northwest, Seattle.

Hiram Fowler, mall r:lerl. Beattle.

Fred Bohny, m Ll

— Laemmo ?tt ttle, .

6. L umlmﬂ, resl-.
dunce nm-thn'n ‘Wushmgtﬁh. on wty 10
California.

Mrs, Btarrett, three children,
and father, Vancouver, B, C.

J. 0. Pettitt, conductnr of train, Bv-
erett.

R. P. Diehl,- bunn man, Spokane.

H. Johnson, stockman, Trinidad, Colo.

I. Cohen, Everett.

Identified Dead.
TRAINMASTER A. R, BLACKBURN.
E R. LONGUCOY, secretary to Bup-

enintendent O'Nelll

LEWIB WALTERS, Everett.

Enown Injured.
Firemman J. D. Kurdie, fatally.
Mafl Clerk A. B. Hersell.
Porter A. Smith,

Porter L. Anderson,

Brakeman Ross,

Ansistant Trainmaster W, Herrington.

Enginear Osborne of Beattle.

Engineer F. 8 Martin of Everett.

Engineer Carroll

¥ngineer Jarnigan,

Fireman Dan C. Gliman.

Fireman B. A. Bates.

Fireman Fred Nelson.

Enginesr D. Tegtmier.

Conduetor' M, 0. White of Everett.

Fireman Mauk.

Clerks on Main Train.

John D. Fox, married, Spokane; R
C. Bogart, single, Bpokane; Georga Hoe-
fer, married, Spokane; John C. Tucker,
married, - 8pokane; Alfred B. Hensel,
single, Bpokane; L. J. Ahern, single,
Bpokane; Hiram Fowler, Beattle; Fred
Bohn, Heatile,

mother

———

{ I Dispatch to The Journal.)
Beattle, Wash., March 2.—Breath-

less, exhafisted with his elght hour
struggle against the blinding bifz-
gards that have swept the Cascades
for the past month, John Wentzel
of Welllngton staggered into Sky-
komish bringing the first newg of
the avalanche which Tuesday morn-
Ing swept away two trainloads of
human beings and part of the little
town.

Wentzel gasped out his story In
broken sentences, Spent with-the
effort of his fli from the scene
of the accident, he was unable to
give any connected account of the
tragedy until several hours later.

Nothing Bui Snow.

“All wiped out,” he moaned, after
he had been revived. “Nothing but
a emooth bed of snow to show where
tracks, trains and passengers were
swept Into the 200 foot guleh. No-
body can tell how many were killed.
Thousands of tons of snow and ice
and dirt and rock choke the narrow
canyon and it will be days before the
wreckage and corpses can be re
moved." 3 ,

Asleep in Hotel.

' Wentzel wae asleep in W, R. Bai-
let's hotel at Wellington when the
disaster occurred Monday morning.

I was awakened Ity a terrific roar
and rumble. My bed trembled vio-
lently and I jumped out In my stock-
ing feet and ran to the door. Fiy-
ing snow and debris filled the room
and | was temporarily blinded.

“Huge Black Mass."

"I earry a confused remembrance
‘of a Buge bhlack mass, crashing at
awful speed down the mountainside.
The hetel in ‘which I slept escaped|
destruction by & bare six féet. That
roaring hell of dirt and rock and de-

o

RESCUE PARTIES SENT TO ASSISTANCE OF PASSENGERS
AND CREWS CANNOT COMMUNICATE WITH OUTSIDE WORLD

HILL GAINS ENTRANCE
T0 WILLAMETTE VALLEY

ed Into the Contro
ern Magnate.
Pacific Reserve Is

-

Oregon Electric Road Said to Have Pass-
1 of the Great North-
Invasion of Southern

Imminent.

James J.,Hill iz sald to have gained

contral of the Oregon Electric road
The significance of the move ckn
scarcely be exaggerated, for It is

fraught with congequences of vast Im-

portance to Portland and t6 western
Oregon,
While local offlelals of the Oregon

Electric deny any knowledge of the
reported sale, it Is admitted that they
are not in a position to know the facta.
Well Informed local financlere are sat-
isfied that tha deal has been made and
thag HIll s now fully prepared to in-
vade the Willumette valley as an open
and active competitor of the Harriman
aystem.

Nor 18 the purchase of the Oregon
Hloetrlo the only impertant strategic
move recently made Ly HIill. Tt Is an
open secrat that when the [Tnited Rall-
ways wops sold a few months ago. the
actus] purchasers were sasterny men in-

timutaly assoe with HIIL® "
By this deal]; Hill moguired; tha can-
pecting link

prop-
and the wvery

erty in ths north end

heart of the west gide businéss seo-
tlon. Morsover the United Rallways
conneot with the present terminus of
the egon Electric at Jeffarson street,
thergby opening the way for direct in-
vasioh of the Willametis valley.

Ever since the advent of the North
Bank road it has been pradicted freely

by rallroad men that HI1 would not
rest content with the explbitation of
central and eastern Oregon, but would
ultimately make a determined fight for
the still more attractive territory lying
west of the mountnins,
Control of Blectric Lines.
Speculation naturally turned to the
guestilon whether HIill would not find
in the Oregon Electrlc the most patural
means of access to this portion of the
state. And this is preéclsely what has
bappened.
The Oregon Blectric now has llnel in
operation to Salem and Forest Grovye,
with valugble rights of way (o many
other points of importance In ths Wil-
lamette vallay, Albany, Corvallis, Dal-
Ins and McMinnville are among the ob-
Jective pointa to which the surveys have
be#n made, and rumer has oredited the
pompany With plans for extensions still
further south,
intiiaté ‘relations betwean the
Hill interests and the présent owners
f .the Cratar Lake road. runniag east
rom Medford, are well known, and It
Iz quite on the cards that the Oregon
Electiric, under HIIl management, mdy
eventually reach the Rogue River wal-
ley.
The Oregon Eleotrle ls a standard
gauge road of very substantial con-
struction. Moffatt & White of New

(Continued on Page Beven.)

[RAINS BLOGKED
JPORANE AN
TRAVEL

D WALLULA;

ETWEEN
NOW UNGERTAIN

Centaring all its forcea on its Wash-
ington division, the O. R. & N, Is.doing
its utmost to open its line betwean Wal-
lula and Spokane, but under the most
favorable conditlons It will probably
be Friday before direct communication
can be established with Spokana by way
&f that route. In the meantime O. R. &
N. trmalns to and from Spokane are
routed of the S. P. & 8. tracks north
of Pasco.

General Buperintendent Buckley and
Chlef Enginear Boschke are at Colfax
giving personal attention to the work
of getting the line In shapes for traf-
fie, The greatest trouble on the Wash-
ingten dlvision 18 In the vicinity of Col-
fax, where extremely high water cov-
ers the tracks at a number of points.

Palouse River Raging.

The Palouse river at Colfax ls a rag-
Ing torrent and &ll the town hbridges
have been swept out and lodged againgt
the O. R. & N. bridge, making It un-
safe, This tmuble delays repalrs to
brid&és In Hay canyon, shutting off ma-
terial supplies for the plle drivers.
Touchet river is very high and is
still rising. The water In Hay canyon
remains high and the eurrent is too
strong for effective work In replacing
wreoked bridges. A ‘telegram from
Chief Engineer Boschke to General Man-

ager ('Brien’s office this morning states
he expect®s to have the Washington dl-
vision open next Friday
thing unfdreseen happens.

running between this city and Hunting-
ton, but betwsaen: here and Umatilla all
the creeks are full and roadbed Is very
soft.
in operatlon and all trains are behind
scheduls.

lass trouble,
FPortland and the east over the Harrl-
man system

and Ashland are open,
being run under strict caution orders,
tha tracks belng soft from the heavy
ralne.

couple of hours this morning
small
Salmon.
had no trouble. Traing are operated with
cantion, however, bacause of soft tracks.

while today by a small slide a short
distance beyond Vanecouver,

celved word thls morning that the line

unleas some-

On the Oregon dlvision ftraing are

This necessitates extrame cautlon

Orogon Short Mag Trouble.
The Oregon Short Line has more or
80 that service between

I# wvery iIndefinite.
Southern Paciflo llnes, between hare
but tralns are

The 8 P. & 8. IIne was tied up for a
by na
glida In the wviecinlty of White

Aside from that this line has
The Northern Pacific was delayed a

The local Great Northern offices re-

8 open from Everett to Skykomish.

This 18 the only terse word th
to the smashing of two trains by
ton, vesterday.
atives and friends of-those whose d

points farther ‘up the line.

1y fn need of assistance.

There are few persons living there

dn the . great snowsllde.

EVERETT AWAITS DREAD NEWS

Everett, Wash., March 2.—8Suspense!

a mighty avalanéhé near Welling-
At noon today the Great Northern olficlals were as
much at sea for news from the scene of the disaster as were the rel-

the' miles upon miles of snow covered mountains of-the .Cascades.

Rellef parties were sent out last night from this eity and from
Wires are down, tracks are ohliterated
and the “great white gilénce” is more Impressively silent than ever.

Not less than 100 men are striving to reach the canvon where the
two Great Northern trains were struck from their narrqw shel? n the
mountain side to destruction, 800 feet
are well equipped with snowshoes, and It is hoped that the medical
men among them will be able (o ‘surmount the difficulties that con-
front them and reach  Wellilngton where many injured are nndoubt-

Wellington is a small rallroad station at the other pl&e of the
Cascade tunnel and: half way between this place and Wenatohee,

 house or two that constituted the hamlet have been swept away and
those who have survived the dieaster must be sufferjng from the ex-
treme cold and lack of food.. Tep. of the party that started for Scehie,
10 miles distant, arrived safely’ One of these was a John 8. Rogers,
who escaped Injury after having been carried several hundred teut'

at expresses the situation relative

ramatlc life secret Is enveloped In
below.

The rescue parties

and it {s surmised that the little

RELATES STORY
OF STRUGGLE T0
REACH EVERETT

John S. Rogers, With Nine Oth-
ers From Stalled Train, Has
an Exciting Experience in
Reaching Home.

AVALANCHE DESTROYED
BUNKHOUSE, 2 DEAD

Immense Snow Caps Threat-
ened Lives of Passengers
and Train Crew.

{United Press Lansed Wire.
Everstt, Wash., March l.-anu is the
ltouotlml.lomlrnluhh
man, who, with nine others, struggled
through the snow from the stalled
train st Wellington Monday snd made
his way omt:

“I had been to Soap lake T left
just a week ago, on the Grest Northern.
By the time wa reached the mountains
the rta‘ra.!n had about 70 passehgers

abon
YAL ahout 6 n'oloc

nesdny morn-
ing wa were stoppe at “the east porial
aof the Casoada tunnel. . We stayed there

until Friday, getting our meals, two a
day, at a bunkhouse.

SERIOUS FLOODS
[HREATENED BY
MELTING SNOW

Upper Columbia and Snake
Rivers Rise Rapidly, Causing
Alarm Along Lower Stretches
—Crest Not Yet Reached.

LOWER WILLAMETTE
WILL REACH 17.5 FEET

Above Salem Only the Santiam
River Responds to Spring
Freshet.

Ficod conditlons are prevalent In the
Willamette river below Balem although
above that point there 18 no flood ex-
cept In the Bantiam river. The upper
Culumbla and SBnake “rivers are rising
rapidly, due largely to the melting of
snow in tha foothills

All of the tributaries of the lower
Willamette are above the flood stage,
and pouring ‘thelr waters [nto the lat-
ter At o rapld rate. The Willametts
at Portland stood this ‘morning at &
afage of 163 feet and the prediction is
that it will reduch & stage of 17.6 fest
by Friday,

District Forecastéer Beals sald this
morning that the peoultar feature of

“On Friday night we left the east
portel, and a few hours later an ava-
lanche wiped out the station and bunk-
house, killlng two men. We pulled
through the tunnel ps far as Welling-
ton, about half a mn.» Hevond the waat
portal.

O'Well's Oar Overwhelmed.

"At Wellington thera are threes tracks.
On the track nearest the mmountainside
stood Buperintendent O'Nell's private
car, two box cars, the engine and thrae
of the electrlec motora that are used
to haul trains through the tunnel. On
these cars ‘werk the auperintendent,
train crews and porters. On the second
track from the mountainside atood my
traln, conslsting of engine, baggage car,
two coaches, two sleepers and an ob-
servation car. On the third track stood
the fast® mail traln, on which were 1§
or 18 mall clerka. Abont 16 track lah-
orers wera also sleeping on the train
in the day coaches.

“We all ate at Hallet's hotel In Well-
ington and while food was plentiful,
fuel was not, 8o the traln was not run
back Into the tunnel.

“Years ago the rallroad climbed over
the miountaih on a switchback. Sunday
we noticed on top of this switchbaolk,
far above ug, an enormaous c&p of snow

The rise Is caused almost exclusively
by melting snow.

at a stage of 14.6 feet thls morning at

stage of 28 feel.

the present flood Ie that It has no crest
and for. thbat reason It Is hatd to pre-
diet just what It will do. The rising
of the Columbla river will check the
fiow of the water out ‘of the Willametis
and with the rapld influx of water from
the flooded tributaries, it will run out
slowly. Hia advice to persons who
have property which will be damaged
by the water at a stage of less tHan
1T.6 feet is to move

In the lsst twenty-four hours the
Bnake river at Welser rose 3% feet
reaching a stage of 14.1 feéet which is
phenomenally high for this season of
the year. At Umatllia tha Columbin
river rogs .7 of a foot to a stage of
5.3 feet above low water, and at Lewis-
ton made a leap of 5.8 feet In the
twenty-four hours up to R o'clock this
morning, reaching a staga of '11.1 feet,

At Estacgda the Clackamas river was

§ o'clock and Is now at a atand, no risa
having taken place in the last 12 hours.
Another river which also came to a
stand was the Yamhill river which
storped rising at McMinnville at a

The Tualatin river Is still eoming up

hanging precarlously on the slde, and
clinging to the sparse timber. The same
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PEPOON IS ARRESTED -
FOR WIFE MURDER

Taken Into Custody on Warrant Issued
Through Efforts Made by Woman to
Determine Cause of Daughter’s’ Death
---Now Seek Ray Wilcox.

POV 400 0090090
Oanse Arvest of Wilcox.

Forty-seventh strest,

or.,

Wilcox after an

five months,
Mrs,
Mrs. Edith Pepoon,

miles from
August 29,
the slater,

1809.

an aged homesteader,
cabin the

&an,
whose
Mrs,
port.

P90 000000000 0

{Rpecinl Dispateh to The Journal.)
Northport, Wash,, March
1. Pepoon, former theologlcal stu
and lecturer, Was Aarrestad here

terday on R warrgnt issued hy FProsecut-
thg Attorney H. C. Kirkpatrick of Steve
ong county.” He s helg on suspiclon of

Mrs. . W. Woleott of 111 East.
Portland,
and Mra. Earl Pugh of East
Forty-sixth and Belmont streets,
brought mbout the arrest of Pe-
poon and started the search for
Investigation
which they personatiy-conducted
and which covered a period of

Wolcatt i the mother of
who died In
convulsions at a lonely eabin six
Northport, Wash,,
Mrs, Pugh is
They were helped In
the investigation by Morton g‘rol;
n
woman  died.
Woleott ia now in North-

2 —George

*
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CITY GETS PART OF
THE INCOME OF ONLY
ONE CORPORATI

e —

that official a check for 31700,

for one year.

pay 1 per cent of its yearly gross
earnings here, in compensation

ness in Portland.

tions thet operate In Portland

the city treasury,” sald City Au-
ditor A. L. Barbur this morning.
“It is too bad that those coun-
¢llmen who gave other corpora-
tions long franchises in the past
did not have the foresight to
base the compensation therefor
on the amount of business to be
done by the companles.”

(Continued on Page Fourteen.)
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The Home Telephone company
this morning filed its annusl re-
port for 1009 with the city audi-
tor and encloged In a letter to

representing 1 per cent of the
gros#s income of the corporation

By the terms of the corpora-
tion's franchisa it {8 required to -
far the privilega of dolng busi-

“if some of the other corpora-

were required to pay & simllar
sum it would be a nice thing for

ON
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any I saw a sllde coming down the
east side of the hotel, carryving timber
with It In a great avalanche of snow,
That nlght thers was a sllde at the
east portal that fllled a 50 foot gulch.
We began to fear for the safety of
the train.

“The menace of that Ilmmense snow
cap was & pall on our spirits, It was
the most enormous aoccumulation of
snow ever known In the mountalns, ac-
cording to _the hotel keeper. During{
all this time it snowed continuously,
with terrific winds driving the drifts”
Monday noon the party of 10 started
out for Scenlos and after an all day
battle with the snow, reached BSky-
komlish and safety that night. In the
party with Rogers were H. A. Sperber,
R. MeNight and Bamuel Fleld, Vancou-
ver, B, C.; Charles Yohn, Portland;
Frank Rltter, South Bélllngham: Aug-
ust Van Larken, S8sattle; Gulsepp! Din-
atalo, Portland; H. L. Waertz, Hillyvard
and E. W. Bowles, Vancouver, B, (.
Rogers' story [e the most accurats
description yst obtalned of the situation
In Wellington when the allde came. It
makes It avident that Bpokane loecal,
No, 5, fast mall No. 26, an exclusive
mail traln, and the superintendent's car
were all swept into the clnyun a thou-
sand feet below,

SPOKANE FLOOD
1S ALARMING

Bpokane, March 8/.—Anxious wives,

In Both the east and west mides of
clty, remidents are {from

for uptewn  shd the hillg
town. Bmail
sido

—_—

* (Continued on Page Two.)

George L. Pepoon, held at Northport, Wash., while investigation h-ﬂ
concerning the death of his vrile

1 the prison autBoritien

murdering his first wife, Mrs, um.
Pepoon, August 25, 1908, who is be-
ileved to have died from the ormu
of atrychnine polsoning. He was "
in the county jall at Colville, thh. y /
today,

Pepoon was arrested on 4 wnrmt. fyy/
Another has been issued for Ray Wil
cox, paroled convict, against whom, the
same charge rests. Wilcox has not
been—arrested. Mis whereabouts in not
known. e hroke his parole two dﬂll;
after the woman's death,

The warrant hams been held H days
awalting the result of the examination
of Mrs. Pepoon's remains by Dr. Rﬂnh-
Matsan of Portland, to whom they w
sliipped. But so strong was the sen
ment of the. residents of North
that the prosecuting attornsy docld
to cause the arrest of Pepoon. Excltes *-
ment {8 at s Mgh pitch, Pcpoon has ,
not mnde a, siatement.

Mre. D. W, Wolcott, mother of the |
dead woman, is making every effort o
maké It possible for the Boys' and Girle*
Ald soclety to get charge of the young-
est child of the Pepoons. The fwo
elder children are wards of the Mulf-
nomah county Jyvenile court, but .Fas
poon has the custody of the haby. :

ARREST OF PEPOON
PLEASES SISTER OF
'MURDERED womli

Mrs, Earl Pugh of Bast Forty-stxth
and Belmont atrests;, a sister of the
dead woman, whomsa remalns have hasr
shipped . from ‘Nnﬂhnn. Wash.,, -ﬁ. -:-
Portland for analysis, was told today &
the arrest of George L. Pepoon, and
the.actloh of Prosecuting  Attornsy
€. Kirkpatrick ' of Stevens ocounty
swearing. out & warrant for the ary
of Ray Wllcox, the convict, who
charged with Helty. - e

“1 kfiow eversthing will turn
right’ now,” sha safd. “I am greatly
lisved, My mother and I have
working to this end for five month

Was Theological Ftudent.
George 1. Pepoon, a former t
leal student, is charged with the n
der of his wife, Mrs. Rdith
She died at the cabin of Morton :
an, an aged homestsader, =ix mil
from Northport, Wash,, on tha af
noon of Auguat 28 1800.  Condl
under which she.dled indleated ]
followed the adminlstration of w
nine.

Three weeks hefore her death.
Pepoon Insured her life In favor of
husband for $1000 in the Women
Wooderaft.  She was then lving
her husband, their three children,
Jones, a servant, and Morton

in the homesteader's ecabin, Her, ht
band Had settled upon a nmby tract
of government land. -
Three days ‘after the woman

out the life Insuranee policy tha'

band employed y Wileox, a_ oconv
paroled from the llh Walla (wuk-".
Ington) rtate penitentlary, as &
hand. Wileox had been working
Maude Kellar, who married P

'
)
[

1

1

or three months after the death of hll

first wife. Her reputation was asssil- &
able, Wilcox was graduated a pharmas
cist before he was ssbt to the pmhu
tentiary for attempting to commit md

!uunr.

Mre. Pepoon Taken @i
Several days before her death Mra.
Pepoon was taken iIL She wrots to her
mother, Mra, D. W. Wolcott of 111
East Forty-seventh strest, Pnrtm
that her stomach seemed affec
After her death bottles, the labels
whleh indleated they had cobntal
morphine and laudanum, were found.
Not the servant, May Jones, but
convict, was charged with the care

he, woman.
’ :\;unesua to the violent death of ﬁl

woman Wwers Crossan, May Jomes, Pes =
poon, Wilcox and Mrs. David M. Downs,
a meighbor. They testify, all of tham,
thnt the woman suffered three convil
stons, tha last of which was followed |
rigor mortis. Stryehnine, administe
to & human being, has the same.
No physictan was called to examing

bod o=
Cz:oua.n and Mrs. Downs aver th-&'
minutes before the first convulaion,
Pepoon was Induced by her husband snd
Wilcox to drink a glassful of dark cols =
ored liquid which they offered her. A :
erward she was given & raw og§. '
-n oox ..,-.'\I' ® e v
Wilcox edcaped the day before gﬂ“ 4
woman's funeral, breaking his parsis -*l.;'
Although he was entitled under the jaw 5
to receive only §16 & month and his % '
and lodging from his employer, -
».

cashed a chedk which was drawn to-
$50 hes been affersd for his capturs B

't

order by Pepoon for §100, A reward &

When Crossan and Mrs. Wol
har. other daughter; M

investigating tho death
a via! etmrﬂhhnv

l.i"'*




