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Sounds the Note ef

Imminent: Waming to
the Amerlcan People]

portion to the increase in.wages,

C OS!‘ of !wmg, tm‘rcated out of pro-

has. had ils most complete and

acute analysis at. the hands of Professor
William B. Guihrie, who holds the chair
of economics at the Collegc of the City of
New York.

Professor Gun'me has s:ud:cd worked
and lived- the subject from the position of
the practical fatmer es well ay the philo-
sophical investigator. In. the comprehen-
sive interview which: follows he finds four
main items in our living's cost which de-
mand thorough investigation: ' foodsituffs,
rents, carfares and clothing.

He
discrepancigs between incomes  and ‘ex-
penses; ‘but with one fundamental factor
keeping. prices high now and, unless radi-
cally remedied, bound to keep ,dmn high in

the fumre. That factor i$ the bare, bald

¥ ALL incomes were to rise as the cost

- of ' commodities rises there would, of

course, be no problem involved in the

" cost of ‘living. Incomes, however, have
not kept. pace; rand the discropancy
cipitated & discnssion that is bound to lead
somewhere in those employments where the in-
'eomummtmprmrpropomontothe

ds many. complex causes for the

has ‘pre-

?r"!. .r '
sruth thar aur, farms_ are mot. produting

enough for us all to.eat.
“Three other influences have pfayed

“major parts in the rise i prices: the effect

of the tariff, the increased amonnt of cash
in circulation ‘and the broad influence’ of
combinations and trusts. ' ]
Professor - Guthrie ‘does mnot con-
demn the trusts unreservedly; indeed, he
finds that combinations of one class have
markedly .cheapened costs to the con-

sumer, In_dealing with all such organiza-

tions he emphasizes the necessity of legis-

lation which will restrict rapacity twhile con- .

serving io the people all'the advantages.
The remedy, at bottom, lies in greater

- production of aod.f!ufs, far the ‘entive in-

dusirial rmd social structure is upborne by
the nation’s husbandmen. -~ Fhe problem of
their economical distribution. is moye easy
of solution, difficult though it be. Mean-
while, those who are now teaching the. peo-
ple at large to expend most wisely and eco-

“nomically the incomes at hand are doing

the most immediately valuable work:
-Professor- Guthrie's opnmm in- fuﬂ
follows.

»

‘gasenual néeds of the masses.

Since 1896 there has-been a general rise
wages approximathhg 20 per cent.; but t}ao
in prices during. that -period is very close
45 per ocent. There follows, of Gourse, a
crepancy between the money measure ‘of a
income. and the money messure of what .

w'ln"'can buy, ‘and " the dl!m:ll
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. apparent during the last two years,
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enough to fix attontion.

There are four items which I would advise
dealing with from the standpoint of thorough
investigation. They are:

Foodstufis. ’

tents.

Carfares.

Clothing.

The enhancement of the cost of living, in
main item. of foodstuffs, has been very
Inasmuch
as from 45 to B5 per cent. of the income of
the family receiving the average pay goes to
the purchase of food, the importance of -that
phase of the general question becomes ern-
phasized.

1f we seek the causes of the re]at:velv im-
mense increase in the cost of our foodstuﬁs, the
first, essential feature that presents itself is the
decrease in the' volume . produced To - illus-
frate:
In  the Umted States . the productmn of
corn fell in 10097 to 2,767,316,000, bushels, &s
against the, country’s - b 13 yield - 'of - corn,

recorded’ for the . year 1901, of 2.027,410.016,
bushels That. year, 1001, the redord year
. for wheat gnd joats as well. | The wheat of
1901 was: 7!8,460,216 bmlnila mmt ‘the esti-

the

" the largest year of each one,
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mated crop of 724,768,000 bushels for 1909,
while the oats of 1901, amounting to 987,000,000
bushels, ‘exceeded - the 883,000,000 . bushels . of
1909, :

The average decline of all cereals, taking
is' 4 per cent. in
1909.  The problam, obviously, becomes’ a ques-
tion of the absolute supply of foodstuffs.

Assuming an index , figure of 1. as the
total eost of living, we find some disconcerting
increases in the foodstuffs generally.

"Breadstuffs, representing 0524 of the total
cost in 1808, 'have risen to .1011 in 1900, or
just about douhble the price for breadstuffs.

Livestook, representing .1855 of the total
ecost in 1886, have risen to 4010 in 1908, or
more than double.

Taking all food supplies,
about 45 per' cent, since 1896,

The wage for any typical industry—say,
railrond employes—where  normal = influences
have applied, bas had an increase of about 20

the incrcase is

. per cent.

It becomes apparent that this first prob-
lem, of the increasé in prices of foodstuffs, is
vital. We sfmply must keep the production
increasing in’ proportion to the demand. ' Let
us look for the causes.

Ome leading factor is readily identified in
the large amount of land which, formerly pro-
ductive, - has passed into  non-productiveness.
New Lnglnnd and a large. part of  New York
state are notable examples.

A second great factor is to ba found in
the incréasing amount of land which -has gome
into. stock raising. * Tt includes 'ldrfge areas in
Kansas, Towa, Minnesdta and’ Wm.unsm. for-

“merly "defotged wholly ' to grain, now’given' over”
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to livestock because uf tlm c:saggr-rated pncss
applying:to all meats.

A third: factor has been: the increasing da-
mand on our grain supply from foreign' coun<
England - may. be ~vited ! as i the: most

fries,

‘exigent user of our grain, fully one-third ‘of her

own arable area being abandoned from agrieuls
ture, and-the -birden, falling- largely, upon’ the
United States, and next upon Argentitia.

The most salient feature of 1_1t1_r_1\'_meuuan_
husbandry is that' its is - what the .. Germans
ccurately designate: as: rauboultur—robbing the
farm. We take everything out of the soil’ and
then' it is done for all practical purposes-prag-
tically profitable, whether in' corn or wheat op
oats. We have taken away the eream of' our
land and then abandoned it The return’of a
ntore careful class of farmers to New Englend
might redeem the soil; but there can 'be ne &
question that our system  of agriculture, liks 5
our utter disregard of the plainest principles. '
of forestry, 18 among our most ﬂagrnnt
prodigalities. a

We have simply explmtod the Umted .
States. 1 was a farmer for twenty Years,

I -have seen that-national carelesaness and ex:
travagance in' the use of land from New Enge
land all the way to the Mississippi. The agitas
tion now going on in regard to the jeohservas
tion of our forests is equally apphcahlo ta
condition "of ' our farming soil.  One uf
urgently - needed’ mational movéments i
which shall devote itself fo, the co

our: soil, in order to l.ulmra an.

duction of food. _1";,

It is worth: while to siote. M
t;:.pncnl wutam state, fho 'wages ‘p




