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The Rev. Caroline B. .
Crane and Her Work £
for Charity and Clean-

liness

HO is Caroline Bartlett Crane?

The same question has

been asked of all the other

conquerors of history—Napoleon, Peter

the Great, William- of Normandy—until

the inquirers come within hearing distance

of them. It has even been asked of Mrs.
Pankhurst.

JWell, Mrs. Crane is a retired member
of the clergy, whose home is in Kalamazoo,
Mich., but whose activities are bounded
only by the United States.

She is the stormy petrel of civic im-
provement. She is the herald of the
whirlwinds which now so suddenly and
fiercely sweep through American towns—
yes, and big cities—and leave behind them
a train of such moral and. material clean-
liness that man, with his inborn hatred of
housecleaning, domestic or municipal, can
only stand aghast.

Sometimes, when a iocal civic improve-
ment club has appealed to her for help and
guidance, she has found the town authori-
ties already tamed and bridlewise to the
enlightening feminine touch; then so much
the better for them. Other times she has
found them rearing and snorting defiance
to newfangled notions of municipal man-
agement; then she has as cheerfully stam-
peded them. Either way, they must go
her way.

She is the now accepted Joan of Are
for @ movement which, without the ballos,
has enabled women to wield more real
power here in a day than all Great
Britain’s suffragettes have acquired within
lwo years.

And remember, she always comes be-
fore the storm.

WHERE MRS. CRANE HAS WORKED

FAIRLY complete list of the citles and
A towns that have profited by Mrs Crane's
£ Instructive and constructive criticisms In-
cludes

Calumet, Hastings and Bay City. In Michi-
Ean

Concord, New Hampshire; and various char-

stale

Itable & panal institutions in the
the susplces of the Stateg Board of Char
and Correctionn

Fargo, North Dakota.
Daytona, Florida.
Beranton, Wilkes-Barre and

Erile n

ylsville, Lexinglon, Fraskfort Ta h
Owensboro, Henderson, Bowling Green, ch
mond Berea Harrodaburg, Cynthlan and
Hawesville, In Kentnceky with apecial coriti-
clems on the Kentucky Ntats Prison and sev.

eral other stale institutions, all under auspices
of the Hials Poard of Health and the State
Federation of Women's Clubs

HE is one of the most forceful and pic-
turesque female figures in American af-
faira today; yet she is one of the most
feminine of crestures, and has, thus far,

begn least outlined in relief against the beck-
ground of her amazing activities.

One or two such triumphs as.she has won
have sufficed 1o give many women enduring
fame. To ber they bave been mers forgotten
steps in bher path of progress
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the South, in the West, whole cities are bloom-
ing into order and hygienic decency, with only
the beautiful results to attest the hurricane
week-she put in at each of them, for all the
world like some slight, swift-flying storm bird,
whbse arrival portends the first gusts of the
whirlwind that 18 destined to sweep things clean.

It was just twenty years ago that Kalama-
zoo welcomed the arrival of a young woman

+ 80 attractive that all the ‘men began primping

when they got anywhere near her vicinity.

Delightful she was, on the strength—or was
it the seeming girlish weakness #—of her pretty,
curl-framed face, She was slight, elegantly
delicate, with one of those sweet, appealing ex-
pressions- that make the average man think of
the little red schoolhouse and his first girl.

Unapproachableshe was, too, for she came,
of all things, as a preacher. The “Reverend”
attached to her"name planted her solidly on ths
imposing, dignified statue of Caroline, with
never a hope of any man trying to shorten it
to tender Carrie. It drew about her the solemn
circle of holy church, and left bher, singly and
alone, to her poor little congregation of 'Unita-
rians, as their hope of rescue from poverty and
mortgage. Which was the congregation’s very
best good fortune in its history.

PRACTICAL IN CHURCH WORK

The blue-eyed, sweet-faced girl preacher
proved from the outset to be about the most
practical as well as zealous soul in the whole
city. She promptly took enough religion out
of the distant and somewhat intangible heaven
to furnish a sound working basis for existénce
here on earth.

She made her church the People’s Church,
and extended 1ts sympathies until it embraced
thousands and thousands. She taught religion
ss a practical scheme for proving cleanliness
an integral part of godliness. Kindergarten,
woman's gymnasium, manual training and
household science schools sprang up at her ap-
pealing nods. Kalamazoo, having been con
strained from the beginning to accept her as
ringed arcund by that awful circle of prohibitive
religion, reconciled itself to being merely platon-
ieally, nlbeit universally. jealous of her. 1In the
middle ages that sort of regard went to saintly
and charitable lady abbesses, solemnly vowed to
celibacy.

Kalamazoo had just about reached the lady
abbess stage in its ettitude when, New
Year's Eve, its lu"l"h'IL-‘T-{i pastor, tha
organ played the wedding march, walked up the
church aisle in her majden estate of the Rev
Miss Caroline Bartlett, and befors the sssembied
throng could recover from its daze of astonish-
ment, walked down again as the Rev. Mre. Care-
line Bartlett Crane, bride of the town's leading
phrsician.

Kalamamoo, if it could bave defined its feel-

one
whale

s the East, in  ings, would bave found iteelf shocked snd

.
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She organized the women and petitioned for
1 a stretch of street at
payment, the work

street sweepers under tne

grieved and robbed. It was wholly evident that

its. béloved pastor, when she planned that un- A
announced wedding before the New Year's Eve
ale, knew her Kalamazoo a to be

th
LAy

chance to ol
regular munmcipal rates of

don "-_\' the Id

recepiion and music

good deal better than Kala knew Old  women's directio
Kalamazpolians still like to disenss what would The city 1 = r some exciting skir
have happened to the leading physician of the mishes, the echoes of reached big city
town if they had susapected, twenty-four hours wewspapers, were backed inmto slow assent. The
befare the ceremony, that he éintended annexing  echoes, meanwhile, stirred the metropolitan
their pretty pastor in the boly bonds of matri-  papers flare headlines and startling tales of
mony. 1 ne revelutl s When the tir AL
But the poartents of snsfer proved all  for the tmal of their mettle as practical re
wrong. 1be Rev. Mrs Crune rer ned as faith formers, sll but one of Mrs. (r ughty
ful and enthusiastic in her ) and ecivic  srmy of women discovered.that the baby had
work as the .ev. Miss Bartiett had been I'wo ilitis, or u nothers W Wer ming
years clapsed  before she relinguished her p . sit, or their doct told them they
torate, 'and then it was | fentify herself were on th TRE] o B prostration.
‘]‘!-’Ji_f with the civie work, wt i dev pedd Nothing daunted » pitched inand
to an extent demanding cixclusive attention and  bossed the job hrrseif ere many dis-
bad finally revealed itsclf as ber true mission of appointed people nn after it was
usefulness. ver, and they were all m » bad ecut down
Kalamasoo was the first t he storm. the cost of cleaning that stretch of highway from
gusts of civie improvement. () f the imitial @539 to 85 per day:. had dome it strictly along
campaigns was aimned at securing clean street  tha lines of Colone]l Waring's New York “white
cleaning. Thers can be dean cleaning and  wings™; bad - pridoeed strects almost - clean

cleaning that is exceedingly dirty. Kalamaros, enough to sit on, snd had done away compietely
before Mre Crape started in, had the dirty kind  oith the choking clouds of dust:that- attended

the ancient whoop-hurrah, male way of welding
the broom end driving the sweeping mackines. .

The Cily of Kalamazos hastened to mﬂkﬂ
her way of its own all over

street cleaning

The indeseribably fifthy alls
cipal dh ‘¢ has turhed ita
past, were cleaned up by means of petual
photographs reproduced on lantern | shides
exhibited in public lectures, at which ngt the "S2
le houss tupant was .
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:, which evety
noss away from

in the

owhor or
mentjoned
The pictures were enough Steel caps for
hy &8 campaign of education
L cuversd evers I:--'-i_-. from 1he « ‘1!31"1.-'!“ ia ‘h
hants, ended i nuisance % common JB
ited States as it is absent . in Germany, et
policsman taps vou on the shonkder. i  yon
rop A cigaretie paper.
The now widely sdopted ' systom “of
“yisiting nurse.” who eomes Tike un angel of
and enlightenment to pogr honsshalds
with serious illness, was put indo wrvioe ".‘-' \
efficient scale in Kalazoando. A plas te POOMI | r
age-. small savings hy poer 1 : oly
altered the Jaws of Michigan po thel. thguaes
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