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'J L Paper was in part s foliows. b 1t has also been wuggested that
o Oauses ror Adoption. the inltjutive be confilned to hills that
.y In my oplalon the caumes which led to [ have heen introduced and falled to pass
fl}' the adoption of these powers are the (lu the lagisinture and those that have
] aame thei are In evidenco throughout |bees, vetoed by the governor
She country gencrally. The peopls felt Kxeept No 4 so far as | am aware,
Lo the government was geliing away from !r;--r:v of the other suggesied amend
hll them and they desired a more direcl | ments have been reduced to writing or
Hgontrol, both in the making of laws and | propared for public discusaion

| Purposs of Refertndum.

The referendum 18 folt to be of great
value In operating as preventive of mspe-
clal, extravagant or olherwise ocbaox-
logs leginintion This power operates
BN A strong deterrent agalnst extrava-

Funt legislation or that fdvorable Lo
gpecial Interests. ‘The Indiscriminnte
gmnting of franchises, the barteriog

away of public rights and the granting
of apecial privileges of all kinds whieh
have been po prolific of corruption in
the past, would not have baen Indulged

loginlatures for many years and ecach
party has succesded In blocking legisia-
tion proposed by the others. At the last
slection (In June, 1008), sach party had
s bl propossd under Lhe Inltlative,
onch legialating the other's method of
destruction and preserving Its own. The
elegiors, In an access of digust, tinged
with sardonic humor, passed both bllis
by different but deciaive majorities The
laws thus passed taken together prac
Uoally prohibit fishing by elther method
as Mr as the legislation of this siale
nlone was competent to do so™
Recall Adopted.

A law Instructing the members of the
leglalnture to for and elsct the
vandidate for Unlted Htaten senator who
recelves Lhe highesl number of voles
At ihe general viectign, carried by 69,-
808 to 21,1402,

An act muthorieing the leginlature to
provide for preportionate repreosenia-
tion passed by a large vote

The “oorrupt practices
passed by a hgavy majority Fhin act
In very long. and, while 118 object e
good, It s oxcoeedingly complicated, and
It s doubtful If some of Hs provislons
can, or should be enforced There In
no quention, however, but what Its op-
eration was noliceabls at elections fal-
lowing Its adaption, and 11 certainly had
n, marked effect for the better.
Coustitutional Amendment.
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A constitutional amenament was alxo
passed providing that no person can be
oharged In Lthe clrcull court with n com-

mission of a crime or misdemeanor, vx-
oapt upon indlctment found by & grand
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Frioe (0 the passage of thiv act,
ot ‘atlorney could, upen his
in fNle an information
in was an indletmant. |
an of the messures sub-
mitted and vole of the people thers-
on would le that there |8 nothing
tn the on theso measures which
would Justify condemnation of the law,
or fear of (18 consequanoes. |

Al the eloction In Portland, held
in June yoar, there were 35 mea-
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sures submitisd to the people. An the
number of measures submitted at this
election N often a8 8 “horrible
exnmple” of what the mitiative and ref-
orendum may lead to, .lgph_gu-uoo de-
mands the facts ba stated here wers
16 questions submitted. Of these, 26
were  proposed - amendments to the
charter, which oan bt changed only by
& vote of the psople. Of these, three
were submitted by a charter board ap-
pointed for. the purpose pf submitting
& new charter or amendment to the
existing charter; ¥f were submitted by
the councll direet., or upon the advice
of d committes of seven cltigens ap-
pointed e propose changes and none
by petition through the initlative.
Ondinances Bubmitted.

Nine ordinances’ were submitted, Of
these two were submitted by the coun-
cll and peven by the Initiative petition.
One referendum was called against an
ordinance passed by the councll. It will
thum be &een the peopla, through the
initintive and referendum, were Adlrect-
Iy responsible for eight of the meastires
submitied.. However, It Ia but falr to
sy that & number of the others whould
have, and probably would have been

submlitted had not the counchl acted.
Muny of the charter amendments waore
an before

of silght |lmportance, but,

b

only

stated, as the charter can

(1 the people wanted to ‘secure some of- In to the extent thay have had the pee
P yective and direct method of making ple alwayas resarved this power
B thelr Influgnoe feit and thelr wishes There Is but Hitfe critlclsm of the
'3- respected. Felforendum. About the only change
"]I' Diffionlt to Get Lawn suggesied I8 Lo provide for a lurger
- The dlfficulty In securing the epact- | Humber of petitioners, N

=

ment of the Australian ballot law dnd
B ‘the registration law sre examples of
Jawx the peogle wanted, and which
B were enncted gPudgingly and after long
{ continued agltation. Other important
! 4 res failed repestedly to pass. The
Vaombined effect was to create a sentl-
Jment (as shown by the vote) over-
‘whelmingly in favor of the now pro-
fure After lis nd:mtlnl! tax laws
and other public measures were pro-
posed undor it and passpd the conse-
quence heing that the same Influences
which prevented the passage of the
same characier of laws by the leglsla-
“fure are the Coadliest foes of the In-
fuatlve and referendum, although this
B §s not to say that there are not very
good citizens who are opposed
both on principle and In practice,

Oriticisms of Inltiative.
" While the powers reserved under the
initiative and referendom hsave a re-
‘straining Influence on the leglsiator and
operate as a check on vicious, extrava-
‘gant and special legislation, there Is
Valso & tendency to cmuse the legislator
10 feel less personal responsibility and
. 1o Jeave to the people matters which
" he should act on. It alsé provides what
! meems to some too easy aud expeditious
' & method of submitting amendments to
" the constitution. Indeed, some claim
~ that substantially we have no constitu-
tion Jeft in the sense It is generally
~ undersiood.

- Formerly It required not only & ma-
~ dority of those voting at an election,
“but a proposed amendment was required
to be agreed to by a majority of all
the members clected to each house in
two successive legisintive assemblles,
befors submisslon to che people. Now
“an smendment may be proposed directly
by the people and a majority of those
- ‘wotlng on it at any general eloction 1k
. sufficient to carry tne proposition.
Whan to File Petition.

The Initiative petition for the sub-
mission of an amendment must be filed
with the secretary of state not less than
Ufour months before <nhe election at
“wyhich it is to be voted upon, and must
_Ppé submitted at a regutar general elec-
tlon' unless otherwlse ordered by the
legislative assembly. This direct method
.- of amending the constitution unques-
* tlonably fmposes very grave responsi-

~ Bllitics upon the elagtors.

' When originally adopted it. was gen-
‘erally thought that oniy measures of
“great importance and of limited num-
g: would be submitted under the initia-
In practice It has been found Lhat
; i not thé came, although thia
'sthtément Js subject to some qualificua-
' tions, t unnaturally when It was
| first adopted guite a number of laws
were proposed and nearly all carried.
" . the enactment of wnich had been de-
. manded over and over again by the
. peoplé only to be defeated by the legis-
. ‘Jature, In other words, it was but the
o inevitable result of the people having
' the power to curry out their will, which
= . . had been hitherto thwarted by the fall-
. ure of the legislature to act at all, or
it it did act, it actea ndversely,

Truth in Oriticism.

It ig also clalmed that laws submitted
under the initintive may be, and are
‘sometimes, prepared rrom a blased or
‘partisan standpoint, and thus are liable

‘1o be unfalr, 111 considered, or poorly
preparod, and, not belng susceptible of
amendment, must be adopled or refected
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a8 presented. There I8 truth In this
eriticism. At the same time there is
considerable cxpense attached o sub-

mitting a law, and the people, if they
‘pnderstand it. will not support an un-
falr or one slded mensure, The chief
difficulty in this respect, however, 1s
in getting the facta Hefore the public
#0 that they understanat them. A popu-
jar demand crystdlized Intn the form of
® law headed b & “catchy” title s
%00 apt to recelve favoerable considera-
tlon—the detalls and imperfections be-
dng overlooked in the desire to obtain
the ultimate purposs,

Ancther objection 15, that it tukes too
much of the time of the penple in study-
ing proposed legislation. On the other
hand, it might be urgea that to compel

people go.-m-rau_'._ o study and under- The single tax amendment wan de-
(., ®stand the copditions under which (hey | faated by u vote of $0,671 to 832,086,
y are living could €carcely be called an| The following carried:
\ abjection Permitting the location of state Insti-
4 Statements Advisable. tutions elsewhere than at the seat of
iy Howsver, «van if not cemaary, it | government by act of legislature and
has been found adviEable for organiza- | vote nf the people. .
tions to fsaus siutements o voters cov- (Changing the time of holding the reg-
__ ering the quesitlons to bé mubmitted, [ nlar general blennis! election from the
d They generaly coneist of s  short|first Monday In June to the Tuesday
& Sintrment of the mofsare with the num- | after the first Mondgy in November,
. ber of the ballot and the recommenda- Two laws prohibiting fishing for sal-
. tions of the organization on 1he particu- | mon, eir.. were both passed  (ne was
1 lar guestion. The Thaxpayers league | known as the “up river BUL" the other
of this efty has been wpecially actlve | am the “down river bIIL" The effect of
in this wark. hut It can be readily on- | the passage of both laws was to prohibit
5 derstood that the printing s&nd clreu- | the taking of salmon. although soch was

prohibit

not the Intentlon of the proposers. They

Type of Msasurea,
It could hardly be sald that the pl-u-l
ple have not voted intelligently, ang
for what they thought to be for the
Jbubile interest, gpon measures that have
been submitted for thelr conslderation.
Moreover, nearly all the laws passed
by the people, though poasibly differ-
ing in language or construction, have
been rejecied by the legislature. The
following 1ist 1= {llustrative of measures
submitted and votes c¢ast thereon:
1908, Yo,
Equal suffrage ......... 36,038
To wamend ﬁbrul option
15,397

law . .
31,625

No.
46,071
45,144
To purchase a private toll
rond voad . ......... 44,626
For Initlative and refer-

endum on loeal, sprelal

and munleipal lnws. ...
Prohibiting free passes, .

tNo enacting r‘uuse'.
Raquiring s<leeping car,
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refrigerat.r car and oll
companles to pay an-
nual llcenss upon gross
earnlngs . ... s
Requiring _express, tele-
graph  dnd  telephone
companes to pay an-
nual llcense upon gross
earnings . 0,872
No Enscting Clause,
It will be noted that the act prohibit-
Ing free passes had no enacting clause,
and in consequence falled to become a |
law,
The mct to regulate transportation
and commerce, ele., was passed at the
leglalative session of 1907. Certain pro-
vislons of this act, In effect, prohibited
the "glving of free transportation.
Notwithstanding the vote of the peo-
ple but recently cast upon the question,
the legislature at the same session
passed an rot requiring the rallroads to
grant free transportation to state and
county officials as a consideration pre-

69,635 6,440

6,380

cedent to acquiring land for corporate
purposes by the exercise of eminent do-
main. A referendum was called upon
this arct, and at the electlon of 1908 1t
was defeated by a vote of 50,406 to 28,-
§56. This exemplifies the use to which
the referendum may be put, and I8 an
exvellent fllustration why It Is eox-
tremely unlikely that it will be repealed,

Referendum on Appropriation.
A referendum was also called on an
appropriation made for the state unl-
versity. The appropriation was sus-
tained by a vote of 44,1156 to 40,535. This
referendum is occasionally referred to
ns an f{llustration of {ts dangers. Per-
sonally, I do not view it In that way, as
I think the discussion that followed, and
the better understanding the people In
the end had of the subject, did good
rather than harm. .
1 might add that the large negativa
vote does not really represent the feel-
ings of our people toward the state uni-
versity. A number of local conditions
and issues swelled this vote, and I think
I am safe in saying the people of the
stute generally take a justifiable pride
In this Institution, which I am glad to
gay In growing in strength and influ-
ence all the time. ~
Among the measures submlitted
14908, and defeated were the following:

Measures Defeated,

Jnereasing the compensation of mem-
bers of the legislature to 3400 for a
regular session and $10 per day for each
extra session, Instead of $3 per day and
milleage,
An amendment Inereasing the number
of judges of the #supreme court and
changing the jurisdiction of certaln
other courts.
An act appropriating $25.000 apnually
for four years for purchasing grounds
and bullding armories for the use of the
Oregon Natlonal Guard.

Egqual Amendment,
An act giving cities and towns within
their corporate limits ndditlonal and ex-
clusive power to llcense and control or
theatres, race tracks and the
sqle of ligquors, ete. This proposal was
considered to be something in the na-
ture of a trick to avold the effect of
the local option Iaw, and received 36.-
142 affirmatlve votes and 62,346 nega-
tive votes,

Single Tax Amendment.
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- bosts conslderalile mouey, a- i Wit elec | only wanted In each case (o restrain the
ol every year, ope the cify the | rival Interest While on Its face It|

Olivar the siate and county, (1 keeps | would indicate that the vote cant in evi-|

those interested prefiy bus | dence of confusion that may resuit 'f!ﬂmll

I think the foregolng are the ohief | the use of the Initintive, yet if the sub-
jections to the inflinlive, eacep! such ject wa= understood as we understand N

88 are urged by those who are oppesed
0 It on principle or the cotservaiives
whe vied with slarm changes In nmy
dirvetion. or theae who wish to JMmit
rather than colarge either
the responsibilities of

the poople

B wholp, On the ofher handl the
places s e bhands of the
oS er 1o rrAuSErals such re

POy OF wempct

| here, the pesulr ks not
over, It 9 80! uncommen (o fad contra-
dictory Wy as well as acts having lr-
reconciimble provisions passed by the
the power|)

surprising. More-

=g s nture.
Report of Commission.
In the repart of the Oregon comberva-
v misston of 1ML the commities
prepared the paper on the salfeon
“Ary it conmetlpn with this wots
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Especial attention is directed to our
showing of an excellant collection of
Colonial Types. The popularity of
this class of furniture emphasizes
the value of early designs, and to
~ better care for our trade in this style
. we are showing both the genuine
‘and modernized reproductions. In
fact, practically our entire output is
composed of these types combined /g
with a variety of Arts and Crafts work ﬂ|ﬂlmlH '

Henry Jenning & Sons

Second and Morrison Streets —“Home of Good Furniture”
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changed By & vole of the peaple, had "
be submilled Others were of Breat lni.
portanes.: A commission form of gov

srament was defeated by A ¥ots of 14~
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770 i, to 490} for,

sleotrio Hght plant was proposed. It 8 aware that there A (wo
was defeated by 9684 againal, o $038 it Ome lecc
for, Proposed ordinanpes mlm - itriotive of, the other t i
Gothenburg assoclation the ex ve of & democrstio form of gov-

the

right to sell wpirituous ltl:mulm|

city of Portland, and a rather » iure
esclse ordinance were both: Badly’ de- | direet, 1t in mm':u.:nu know, that un.
o ven wauld dor 18 A wtate does not enjoy the char
Biaca "o kvep. nccossible Socounts et f‘ﬂ" "“’3‘ Acter of government gudranteed by the
holders to keop accessible sccounts and vored and still favor the sonstitution of the United States, and
report to the city suditor, carried by & | and referendum, I am not & i b vyl
vote of 10108 in Its favor and 4444 | or spacinl pleader for It and = e e Bae
againsl L“ or was oonvinoed, It al Statas on 'appeal from the wu
Twenty-sevon of its recommendations | harm rather than for good, ‘canrt of > s 2
were adopied, and elght were nol OFf |say sd, and urge |ts repeal, the courts have held. (ncluding the
the elght two at least were of no par- | m are siggeated And action ) g henge i
' INiMIIYE. and reforendum ne adopted

thereon that croate some doubt
as 10 the wisdom of the procedure, but
when one thinks of what went on un-
der the old system, and how |ndiffer-
ent and worse than indifferent, leginla-
tures have been, and are, both as to
the rights and demands of the people,
one feeln that & mistake made now and
then, does net jJustify a wholesale con-
demnation of the naw system.

. Bemedy no Marm.

It I8 urged that the people without
this law have the wor to elegt only
honest and qualified men to office, and
therefore there s no occasion to Inau-
gurate what mppears to some people 10
be & revolutionary program. This may
be true, byt to have a concurrent rem-
edy; can do.no harm. Let the people
sloef honest men, but let them also
retaln the power reserved In the Inltla-
tive and referendum, It# benefit wil}
then be not In its use, but rather in

theular lmporiarfes
Repeal of Initiative and Nefersadum.
In my opinfon, & proposition in this
state to vepeal the Initiative and refar-
endum, notwithstanding certain defects
and dlsadvantages, would meet with
defeat. In the future, defecis may de-
velop that will provoke a repeal, bui
this I doubt. On the contrary, 1 think
it much more probable that the de-
fects will Be remedied, and the axe will
not be lald at the root of the trea It
Is true the Initiutive and referendum
Is a radical departure from our former
practices. and Imposes A Erave respons
wibility upon the people. Thus far en
the whole, they have fully met this
burden and In my opinlon it has worked
for good, and nothing s of more Impor-
tanee in A governmeni such aAs purs
than to place responsibility  directly
upon the people It is my beliaf that
they can be trusted (0o aclt upon meas-
ures thut may be submitted to them,

in thin stats s ot dontrary to the

wislon of the constitution of the
nited Binles gusrantesing republican
form of governmenis - I

It is also Esserted that the only
method by which our character of gov-
ernment cAn be maintained, I through
ropresentatives chosen by the pedple

Very camest and sble men support
both Wews, but speaking from our ex-
perience thus far, It s my opinlon
that the Initlative and referendum
tends to seoture more democratic gov-
erument, If by that term it s meant
government by the peoplé and far the
poople, than docs the purely represen-
tative form.’

A number pof Jaws and amendments
to the constitution have been approved
by the people when proposed by Inftia-
tive petition, after the aame measures
had been rejécted by the logislature,
Its potentinlity, and are sgme evidénce of the truth of

—="COLONIAL

and that as s whole they will act fairly

In your letter you nsked me to dis-|thls statement. H

OO

Nk

ArtsandCrafts

In thze Arts and Crafts work we are showing
attractive designs in pure Mission, Modern
English and simplified Colonial. Nothing has
been spared which would add to the quality
or tone in the production of these goods. You
see the result of “technique” in both design
and execution in every Imperial Arts and
Crafts furniture. -




