How 100 Years in Europe® -
and America Have Broughft™®
Japaﬂ"s Flower to High

Favor

NCE there was, in Japan, a beautiful
0 queen of the flowers, who went

wandering abroad until she found
herself in strange western lands, where
heavy-scented blooms and vari-colored
carth  bulbs disputed between them the
honors of precedence, and the strange queen
was kmown only as a pretty foreigner with
a very distinguished air.

As a great honor the barbarians among
whom she found herself permitted her to
appear in the company of their stolid
Dutch bulbs and their fragile, scented roses;
and people came, and sniffed ar her, and
turned away, saying:

“Huh! Might as well be a sunflower!”

But the wandering flower queen had all
the pride of her race, and remained dig-
nified and exclusive, evenin those days of
ignorant curiosity and equally ignorant
disdain. As the years went by, and her
descendants grew in beauty and refinement,
the ignorant foreign people comprehended
more and more the true distinction of the
queen they had been entertaining unawares.

Finally, with the whole world in admi-
ration of the numerous family, they made
haste to celebrate a centennial of the first
strange flower’s public appearance.

It was in 1809 that the chrysanthemum
played its earliest role of prominence in the
flower shows of France and England.

That is the story of beautiful Queen
Chrysanthemum; and the opening of the
season this year is a continuation of that
memorable anniversary.

- IKE many other anniversaries which
have to do with events that covered
more than a single day, the centennisl
of the chrysanthemum, now regnant-as
flower uni ally admired throughout

the d, ean scarcely be limited to one single
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But it was ‘like trying to .prove  an elegant
princess belonged- either to ‘the' family ~of ‘a
bumboatmen or a costermonger.

Botaniecal science finally concluded Queen
Chrysanthemum was in a class of her own, and
combined “chrysos,” gold, and. “anthos,” flower,
to designaie the distinguished stranger.

One would think that in'Holland, where 1688

has been fixed as+the date of the chrysanthe-

mum’s earliest arrival, those master gardeners
would have betn engaged all that time in- de-
veloping and expanding tht prize they possessed.
Nothing of the kind. .

Sabine, secretary of  the Horticultural So-
ciety and a distinguished authority, has -been
quoted  as saying that in 1821 not a .single

gardenar “in - Holland - knew anything whatever *

about the chrysanthemum. Jt was gs though the
rose and tulip had combined to resist the inva-
sion 'of the beautiful stranger destined to usurp
the floral throne ,

Yet elsewhere the private gardening experts
for the wealthier clusses and enterprising nur-
serymen like M. Cels . were steadily faithful to
the promise it displayel In the ycar 1508
there were ss many os eight or ten varicties
known to thém, and only another yrare-the year
of which this is the MT-'M neaded to
make the st e flower bligible at the shows in
Paris and where it had s genuine pop-
ular success. '

By 1895 the number of varisties kmown in
Furope was forty-elght“a year afterward, st
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China by the Royal Horticultural Society, re-
turned with'a semi-double flower seecured 'in the
island" of *Chusan. * Tt ~was reddish, or light
brown, and small in size. C
ciety propagated.it-end distributed specimens
among its members. By this time Europe bad
begun to ‘develop its chrysanthemum enthusi-
asts, ‘among - them - M. _Lebois, ‘in Paris.  The
French autumn' being much more favorable than
England's damp and-foggy elimate, he produced
a number of .amazingly.good varieties, and from
thetn” came the famous Pompon chrysanthe-

mams.
IN. THE NEW WORLD'

By (the middle of the last century  Quesn
Chrysanthemum had so far: come into her own
in_the West that.she was the principal winter
fléwer shown at'\the meétings of the Caledonian
Horticulturdl® Seciety. .

The éarliest avthientic recard of the flower
in the Uniled States appears to be o report in

the New Englsnd Farmer of November 96, 1850,

when several varintios werd mentioned ns havi
bwen shown before the Masnachusstts B-H.J
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peripd, stivredrthe interést of such flower-lovers
as Jobn Tharpe and*the men’of that-day, whe
gave the: graceful bloom its first' real welcamse
here.  But_Dr.’ H. P.<Walcott, of  Cambridge,
was the firét Ainerican to raise chrysanthemums
from seed which he ripened:in his own-garden. .

The formation of the “Chrysanthemuin Ho-
ciety of Amibrica took pleee in 1890, the. period
when the (Hower wits making' its- nsudl, .conquet-
ing .way ‘umong - all classes of  people, yot still
mergly the overtupe:io.the chorus of -acclaim

which greets its appbarance every. fall in'these, -
Jymore recentd yoars, . o

There are.now, something like 3000 varieties
of ‘the chrysanthemum, and the development of
rome new abd'exeallent fHower ‘in that numerous
and universally admired fumily:is the hope' of
thousands: of gardeners—und sometimes t!{exr'
grest good fartune. e
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That was to be aceounted for by the'ﬂ-
pressive manner in which, when the chrysanthe-
mum did begin® to be admired ‘in the United
Prices were for
a long time much highér than those attaching to
the. more familiar flowers, and. those who in-
dulged in’ them-were usually the social leaders

. of .the compmunities in which the fair stranger

was making her way. The mass of the people
‘seemed to think that a bunch of really worthy
chrysanthemums was beyond their purses.

“To" the American girl who fitst wore chrys-
‘anthemunis. ‘at “a ‘footbiall- game ‘the’ queen of
flowers owes the agpointment of seme such post
as maid of benor ;:andjevery indication seems to
thaty ultimately, every girl.:who .attends a
gitiog, at least pro tem.

These lovely . ¢ efqtgr’s-‘d.f the - hard-fought
gridiron no sooner saw one¢ of their number blos-

' som ‘ofitin ~chrysanthemums ‘than “they all took
' the stranger to. their ‘bosoms, 8o that-he was a

“hardy or a bestloyed suitor who "dured refrain
« from gracing his football invitation with a big
bmg?pl-of ythe vériety that wiuld be most salient
to the crowd's envious gaze. ', . -7 :
“Now, with every one knowing that those big,

M W/ﬂ'l AN + ., begutiful blooms last for weeks, and with count-

its -friends gazed _rapturously, on 700 plants ins -

lpss florists devoting themselves ito greafer and
greéater output™ anuually,“the - clirysnnthemum
throughoot the fall and: winter finds the: Ameri-
eqn < Beduty - rose its ‘only rivhl, andthat 'with

* nome but the.wealthiest clags:

A JAPANESE LEGEND

‘They have in Japan & cherpiing logewid of
‘ther flowar which ~parallels the - famar ‘myth
of Pygualion and Galatea. . Loug:years ago a
young no bectme enam of -a'beauti-
ful maiden” who had (imyrisoned in a print
by ‘the famous artist, Horunobu.” "To all living
_womden he: became as though blind; he had eyes
only for the lovely creature of the drawing,

_ Onoe. after Fie Rad long implored the gods
1to make her-a reality, that he might embrace
rand chetish ber, a sweet little voioe séid to him:

“Only when tbon.ln{ut at my ifeet the pure
,mald of $he cafi’ I become a mortal like
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