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present in

heroin the American woman Is when emeTgenoJI
calls. r .

Of such a travel-lovin- g type Is Mrs. W. W.
RockhlU. whose husband Is our new ambassador)
to Russia, now of all countries pretty nearly thai
least assured of the peacs which diplomacy is gen
erally believed t'o love.

Ambassador RockhlU has always been a mart
of the nature that seeks the strange, the distant
and the odd. Incidentally, he has made a specialty
of , caring particularly for those strange places
Where he believed the United States could garnet1
advantages previously neglected. Result: he haa
been assigned to many and various post and
duties few other publto servants thought or eared
anything about; and his wife went with him;

She went with him through South America,
which she knows as well, as she knows he North
America. She has been mistress of legations a
Cities so widsly apart In their character as Athens.
Bucharest and Pekln. She has learned her Japan
at her husband's side, and is an authority on the
Philippines equaled only by a few of the most
bard-work- ed officials who have spent years la the
Islands. : ' V

Mr. RockhlU's rise has been one that has at-

tracted wide attention as being one of unusual

Sfere
I A II I. . Thsre, In fact, is the solution, all alive and lovely, ft ' .is . 1

eternal ofVERY week or so the cables bring over7 x
- I l """""v Europe '.has ; half reluctantly ; beheld, the meddling , IL. -

progression, apparently with no especial Influencefresh tales of triumph, romance and
social adventure incident to the career wwiraorBuvawnaiever xne

Afrit Jtfbcdft, ' Ihari'dvanwd'hlm previously, It Is

2 TA X'742arV note. la connection wlth W.WPOl.the American woman abroad, until the interesting w

to the
tvomen at home have come to believe, and the D..tn embassy, that Mrs. RockhlU is one of

whlU U must mini Ita mtnnara u fcutomatlcmlly a It
It wer a manikin. " '

To all tbea millions of pusslsS men, and the m!l-llo- ns

of their pussled woman, the ladies .of the Amer-
ican embassies hare been so many rays of light

those friends of Mrs. Taft whose acquaintance is of
long 'suadlng and with likes and preferences that
are very close to hers, v

There have been, in the past, some one or two
occasions which demonstrated' that the, American

wife not. In herminister xr ambassador whose was
especial sphere, fully his equal in culture, taot

aTd shrewdness bad far better been without any wife
at all. so far:a.4hiidiplomatlc value wa ern.d.

lllumtnlns; aa otherwise well-nig- h atyglan obacurlty.

chroniclers abroad have come to openly de-

clare, that the American woman in European
society has developed into the most conspic-

uous factor whose influence is anywhere and
everywhere discernible..

But there is one type of American
Womanhood, definitely set apart asm a class, re-

garding whom little or nothing is ever said,
vnd even less is popularly known. Yet those
Women, few in numbers as they are above all

or, to mi apienaia creaii or inene women do it
recorded, there has never been an Incident that
brought the frequent foulness of . European Intrigue
within olllnr distance of the ambassadorial skirts.

of-th- e problem the American woman as

sphinx of providence presenting it for guesses.
. Time oat of mind the older civilisations have bees

averring that women can't have brains and liberty
without acquiring frlvolousness and license. And,
time and again,' some Indiscreet American .girl or
woman living abroad has furnished evldenoe that the
libel wasn't entirely at odds with the truth.' JBut 'always there have been in evidence alio' the
women of the American ambassador's family, so many
living refutations of any such sweeping generality,
charming, gracious, loyal, admirably living proofs,
that it is sometimes with women as it Is with men,
only te women-generall- y are a little bit better.

, SHARE HUSBANDS FAME
Then, too, there are among the women we can be

proud of abroad some whose whole married lives
have been passed in diplomatio circles, their brains
and their fortunes having done much to win the dis-
tinction attained by their husbands. Such a woman
Is Mrs. Henry White-- , the wife of the ambassador at
Paris, whose daughter was reoently so Impressively
married to her dearly beloved German nobleman la
spite of all that French spltcrfulness could think of
to ray regarding the affront to Gallia pride.

Mrs. White knew perfectly well beforehand all
that would be said, but she was an old campaigner,
hewing won her social experience in the courts of
England. Italy and wherever her husband's long
career had led him since, as Miss Margaret Stuyve-se- nt

Rutherford, of New York, she married him in
1S7J and brought hlra the fortune1 she owned In her
own right.

Mis diplomatio career Vfegan, modestly enough, st
Vienna as secretary of legation. But his own wealth
and his wlfe'e fortune, not to mention the trivial sal-
ary the government paid him, enabled htm to rise

Errors In social strater have, at rare Intervals, been
Tne remaraoi mma w- -..

In diplomacy Is that, with only the one or two excep-
tions, she invariably proves equal to every demand
that the most sxactmg courts of the world can make
upon her. s v

A Terrier's Find s '

Imputed to toe ambitious wives or American dipl-
omat; but In-a- ll else they have remained magrilfl-centl- y

typical ef whatever is best' and most lovable
In th American woman.

Borne, like the wife of White! aw Reld In the
British court, have proved brilliant examples of the
dlgnined yet hospitable chatelaine, exemplifying themmr fMnl njil m nmm hlnnflrlnor ta thHr bay at

steadily until ambassadorships were "awarded him by
(lght of expert ability and his wife's eminently suc-

cessful management of his social interests.
In a far less consplouous fashion, yet no less effect-

ively. Miss J. B. Bryan? the skater of Charles Page
Bryan, now a veteran of American diplomacy and our
minister to Belgium, has for years been he' capable
brother's hostess and social adviser. It was oaly
recently that he relinquished the post of minister to
Portugal, where Miss Bryan was especially persona '

grata to the beautiful and accomplished Queen
Amelie.

The appalling murder of King Carlos, one of those
tragedies which the women concerned with American
diplomatio life may at any time be shocked with,
came upon the American friend vt his widow so hor-
rifyingly that she has welcomed the change. .Yet
that fearful drama, in surroundings measurably, fa-
miliar, is one that might be paralleled In the ex-
perience of those women whose husbands' careers lead
them further afield than Europe.

Those women, missionaries displaying the homely
yet brilliant American training of women when they
are domiciled in Europe, become object of the most
serious curiosity when they accompany our ambassa-
dors to so strange an environment as Slam, Persia
and the more distant semi-barbaris- where the
weaker sex remains permanently doomed to Its sub-
servience. The last terrible Boxer outbreak In China,
when the allies had to march' to the relief of the
legatlona was one example of risk run in Its ex-

tremes of danger and a notable Instance of the

OTHER instinct in the brut creation was Illusvthers formally atstmguisnea tn position, con-

stitute the one group of Americans who mosr M' trated the other day lit Williamsburg, N.r
when 'Jim.' a black-and-ta- n terrier ownedXt-- t S'VAl't&Z

administrationrepresentatively display to European eyes the could quite reaii- - that an American
. ' ..V . f . . was satisned that It knew Its own business. have dem by Mr a. Mary Theodore, eared An abandoned baby,

from death through exposure.
About o'clock "Jim" made a beellne for an alley

that leads to the street. He paid no attention to the
calls of the children, and they went around to see
what had become e him.

"Jim" was smelling at a white bundle la the mid-
dle of the alley. The girls brushed aside the cloth,
and found a boy baby. His little fac
was blue from cold and his breathing was very faint.

onstrated their Intellectual endowment as true eon-so- rts

of their learnwd nuahands. Still others, like the
wife of Maurice Francis Egah and his two charming
daughters. Patricia, and Carmel, 'have shown. In courts
as homely and unpretentious as Denmark, how the
American girl and woman can be at once dignified,
accomplished nd esceptionallr well bred, and

fllial and all of the Ideal cherished by the
vnost punctilious of foreign conservatives.

jrue cnaracier or me si mcritan name ana
real abilities of the American helpmate. ..

They . are the women of the A merican
embassies, wives, daughters and sisters of the
nation's official representatives ix foreign
tourts, whose influence is growing more and
more important as the interests of this country
become more important, ana the shrewdness
and tactfulness of the national diplomacy are hrYmr inn gturiail Dungeon
and to advance to the exercise of increased

' ..."!.. ( V I '

powers. - : ' '

More than, ever the womankind of the
American embassies are coming to be essen- - :

tial aids to the diplomatic achievements
their husbands and fathers; ana their constant
presence, little hrOnicled as their activities are
when compared with those of the newly made
Ij.,rlt0ft sif rfiir nnm nntcirlnus exUnrt trade. .

i " r . - . . , 7

creates opportunities for influence and useful
ness as imvoriani as ncj arc usuani un
.. . . . . - . r
heralded.

"T MAYvery truly be said that, in Europe, every
WOman iruin vam uuhto vv vwv.,4v m

'' ' ''missionary.
Scarcely a dosen years have elapsed since th

dark, and- - for twenty-thre- e years after the prison gate
closed upon her Vera Figner never saw the light of,

day. When she was brought befor th director ofi

the fortress, he said to her: "Nobody has yet walked
out of thl fortress; they have all been carried out.'
She was then conveyed to her cell

"It measured eight feet by ten feet," said Mm,
Figner In telling of her ordeal, "was low. dark, damp,
and its wall were painted black, so as to east a deepen
gloom in our hearts. Th stillness waa awful and
many prisoners were driven mad. Their shrieks mad
the night hideous for us, ' ;

MANY DRIVEN TO SUICIDE
"Sometimes we heard a door open. It was tha

signal that a comrade had died. Some comnvlttadHiul-cld- e,

the most horrible death being preferable te
their present torture. One, a former friend, poured
th paraffin out of hi lamp over th bed and vlothes.
set Are to th lot. and burned, to, death. Another dls- -

emboweled herself with a broken lamp glob.
"Then th governor tried to rob us of th few,

privilege we possessed. This X would aot stand, and
prepared to sacrlOc myself. Upon a petition from m

th governor came Into my cell. Suddenly X Jumped
upon him and tor his epaulettes from hi shoulder.

"Th penalty for this was death; but I knew that
before execution X would b brought to trial when
I eould lot th world know of our sufferings. Th
authorities saw through my plan and I was not tried.

"At last w received word, even In this living tomb,
that a new revolution was oa foot, and again we began
to hope. The year 1I0S came with its great atrlke
and th constitution. v' '

"After twenty-thre- e years of a living death X was
one more able t set eyea upon th sky, to greet th
hor of which X had taken leav undwr juoh melan-

choly circumstances. ... .)".-t- 'v
Tt X waa not to be free, for X waa at onc.xUed

to th arctio-so- n of northern Russia. " ,

"Ah! how happy X was at th news of th arrest
struggl between the people and the csar, and how I
longed to take part In ltl v .'

: "I had no re t.. day or, Bight, Until X had manage!
to He, but then oh! Irony of ;rfatl when Xeturn t
th revolution was crushed and the csar was maater
onc mora, . : .

- .". ' i
' ''V.

"Th xctttlons, th outrage and the evsrfi'.:
prlsdns nearly broke my heart, and mora than on t
had a secret Jonginr to return to my grave la t

Schlusselburg, where at least X was Ignorant of su
horrors. - ; ' ,

"But now I am hopeful agrain, for X know thai
new revolution will and must break out. and, I tr j i
to hear th boding of new and happier days in Im ..
Then I shall know that I have not su.tere I la. : '

determined to devote her life to uplifting them.
With other self -- sacrificing students she went into

the villages and by teaching and example tried to
raise the peasants to a higher social level. Although
the revolutionists were not at that tlm Vsrrorlsts, It
was considered a- crime even to educate th peasantry,
and the workers were harshly treated by th gov-

ernment. Thousands of Russia's noblest young men
and women were . exiled to Siberia on the flimsiest
pretexts. Since no immediate Chang in the attitude
of the government could be brought about by gentle
methods, the revolutionaries had recourse to violence.

Vera Figner soon became the leader of the
Nihilist party, which was organised to bring about
the assassination of the csar and many minor offl-clal- s.

Always at the head of some conspiracy, she
r

showed stupendous gifts for organisation. With a
reward of $5000 offered' for ' her capture, she was
hunted high and low, night and day, by the police.
The manner in which she outwitted them was mar-
velous.

She accomplished her end when the Csar Alexander
II fell a victim to her bomb plot. Her triumph Was
short-live- d, however, for th police worked with re-

lentless vigor, and on by one th members of th
nihilistic circle disappeared Into th oblivion of
Siberia, or fled, until Mine. Figner alone remained.

This beautiful young girl continued at her post
despite everything. At last she waa sold into th
hands of th authorities by the traitor Degaleff and
brought before a court-martia- l. Even then her dig-

nified and courageous manner, In th fac of th ter-

rible fate which awaited her, mad a powerful Ira- - .

presslon upon th court. As an aot of "mercy" they
commuted the customary sentence of death to one of
perpetual penal servitude. !

Then began her awful atonement. Weighted down
with heavy chains attached to her wrists and ankles,
she bad to walk th whol of th 6000 miles from St.
Petersburg to Kara, In eastern Siberia, where she was
to work in th mines, '

LONG WINTER JOURNEYS
By the time she had arrived there, however, th

Russian government had conoelved a more diabolical ,

form of punishment than work In the mine a la th
middle of the Neva river, near Lake Ladsga, they had
erected a fortress, and tbey decided that Vera Fign-e- r "

should end her days in one of its cells, almost entirely
below th level ofth water.

In th midst ef a severe Siberian winter ah had
to Journey all th war back again on foot. Th hard-ahl-pa

of th Journey and th brutality of her escort! ,

wer beyond belief. At last, after month and months
of walking, tired and footsore, th party arrived at
the fortress. The prisoners were ferried to it in tha

i tr v 1 "v-- v

came the leader of the Nihilists, brought about
the death of Czar Alexander II and was betrayed
into the hands of the authorities. :

After almost incredible sufferings she was
transferred ' from the mer prison into arctio
"Russia, whence she escaped to London.

Tolstoi never conceived anything more won-
derful than this woman's life. Strong men by
tinndiMfa nt ilnvn imiloi lpaa trririla riop1nh!niI

astounding consequences of the Spanish war pitched
Into th garish arena of th world's most momentous
Affairs a nation at once as provincial as It, was
mighty. We didn't realise it ourselves, either as to
eur insularity of breeding or our plethora of power.
Europe hastened to educate us as to both aspects of

i (Bur Involuatary Cebut. . v '

These was, howevsr, another, and most important,
actor la eur American lif As to which w wr

completely Informed and Europe almost as com-

pletely Ignorant. It has taken Europe much longer to ,

learn that one lesson about us than it has taken us t
, uaderstand elthsr our political strength or our pro-.ylacl- al

waaknessee. ,.:.
' EVER AN EUlGMA I "s

That on factor, which Europ as yet only half
'comprehends and may nvr learn to fully appr-ciat- o.

Is th girl and woman.' Her horn
haa, tn European eyee, so lnoomprehen-SThl- v

changedatid modlfled her femininity that th
average man abroad still finds hhnself compelled to ,

Tier as a post-gradua- te course in his worldly
education, with continual, grave perturbations in his
mind sa to whether he is studying a modined Messa-ii- n.

an apotheoslsed peasant, ji Irresponsible but-terr- fy

or a fascinating yet Icy Diane.
Th inflnit variety of character and tempramnt

whih could not fall to be th outeome pf the Amerl- -.

woman's untrammeled evolution before marrlag .;

has been, and still remains, utterly confusing to peo- -;

and race whose several social orders are so
nianv Mtlonal machines for turning out young ladles

after .a single approved pattern, the
Jiii.mt feature of which is that th product Mustn't
UirU Wa la iU'mor or les pretty little aoddle.

than she survived. Scarcely another of those she
t. Jit- - - -
. . Yet her spirit remains unbroken. " She is still

heart and soul with the revolutionaries She would
brave another such living death as she escaped
to aid their cause. "V

, -OBODY has yet walked out of this"N prison j toey have ail been carried
out." ; - ' .; --

:'";

This was Vera KeneVs greeting ORTT years ago Urn. Fignsr was one' et th
most beautiful women in Russian society and

most active revolutionary, t Whil ah waa
'.;stlll a studentth condition of th Ignorant,

from- - the commandant of a Kussian prison built
Sn the KiTer NeY. There the spent twenty-thr- e

years practically under water.
Osee & beautiful, high-mind- ed prV she be--

Impoverished and downtrodden Russian peasants-ha-

aroused In hsr guch a deep teeltog of pity that b
- I--


