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heroine the American woman is when omw.-
calls. A
Of such a travel-loving type 1s Mra W. T
Rockhill, whose husband is our new ambassador
to Russia, now of gll countries pretty nearly the =
least assured of the peace which diplomscy is gens &
erslly belleved to love. e
Ambassador Rockhill has always been & man
of the nature that seeks the strange, the distsafl
and the odd. Incldentally, he has made a spsciaity =
of caring particularly for those strange plsges =
where he belleved the United States could ]
pdvantages previously neglected. Result: he has
been mssigned to many and various posts sandl
duties few other public servants thought or cared
anything about; and his wife went with Blm =

8he went with him through South Americs,
which she knows as well as she knows her North =
America. She has been mistress of legations &%
¢lties 8o widely apart In their character as Athens,
Bucharest and Pekin. She has learned her Japam -
at her husband’s side, and s an authority on ©
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VERY week or so the cables bring over
| fresh tales of triumph, romance and
_ ~ social adventure incident to the career
of the American woman abroad, until the
pomen at home have come to believe, and the
chroniclers abroad have come to openly de-
clare, that the American woman in European
society has developed into the most conspic-
wous factor whose influence is anywhere and

3 everywhere discernible.

But there is ome type of American
womanhood, definitely set apart as_a class, re-
garding whom little or nothing is ever said,
and even less is popularly known. Yet those
women, few in numbérs as they are above all
others formally distinguished in position, con-
stitute the one group of Americans who most
representatively display to Eurot:au eyes the
prue characier of the American home and the
real abilities of the American helpmate,

They. are the women of the American
embassies, wives, daughters and sisters of the
mation’s official representatives in foreign
courts, whose influence is. growing more and
more important as the interests of this country
become more important, and the shrewdness
wnd tactfulness of the national diplomacy are
heonstrained to assume graver' responsibilities
and to advance 1o the exercise of increased

wers.

More than ever the womankind of the
\dmerican embassies are coming to be essen-
tial aids to the diplomatic achievements of
their husbands and fathers; and their constant
presence, little chronicled as their activities are
swhen compared with those of the newly made
? Wuchesses of our mow motorious export trade,

creates opportunities for influence and useful-
mess as important as they are usually un-

‘theralded. - ' '

\

woman from ths United States ls of necessity &
misslonary. ’

Scarcely a dosen years hive elapsed since the
astounding consequences of the Spanish war pitchad
dnto the garish arena of the world's most momentous
affairs a natlon at once as provinelal as It wWas
mighty. We didn't realize it ourselves, either as to
our insularity of breeding or our plethora of power,
Hurope hastened to educate us as to both aspeots of
our inveoluntary cebut

Theps was, however, another, and most important,
factor In our American life as to which we Weare
gompletely informed and Europe almost as com-
pletely ignorant. It has taken Eurepe much longer to
jearn that one lesson about us than It has taken us te
understand either our political strength or our pro-

_winclal weaknesses. )

EVER AN ENIGMA

That one factor, which Hurope as yet only halt

and may never learn to fully appre-
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There, In fact, i the solution, all alive and lovely,
of -the eternal problem of the American woman &8
Europe bhas half reluctantly beheld the meddling
sphink of providence presenting it for guesses. ?

Time out of mind the older eivilis
averring that women can't have brains and liberty
without gsequjring frivolousness and licénse. And,
time and agein, some indiscreet American girl or
woman living abroad has furnished evidence that the

libel wasn't entirely at odds with the truth

But always there have been In evidence aldo the
women of the American ambassador's family, so many
living refutations of any such sweepin
charming, graclious,
that It is sometimes with women as it is with men,
ohly the women' genérally are a littlie bit better.

SHARE HUSBANDS' FAME

Then, too, there are among the Women weé can be
roud of abroad some whose whole married lives
passed 1n dipiomatic eircies,
and thelr fortunes having done much to win the dis-
tinction atwained by their husbands. Such a woman
Henry White, the wife of the ambassador at
Parls, whose daughter was recently so impressively
her dearly beloved German nobleman Lo
that French spitefulness could think of
to Gallle pride,
beforehand all

I

while it must mind its manners as automatically as If
it were a manikin,

To all these millions of pussied men, and the mil-
llons of thelr puszled women, the ladies of ths Amer-
have béen S0 many rays of light

fllumining an otherwise well-nigh siyglan obacuri

For, to the splendid credit of these women be
incident that
pean intrigue
ambassadorial

lean embassles

the frequent foulness o
solling distance of the
Errors In social sirategy have, at rare Intervals, been
imputed to the ambitious wives of American diplo-
have remained m
cently typleal of whatever Is best and most lovable
in the American womah.

Itke the wife of Whitelaw Reld In
roved brilllant examples of the
dignified yet hospitable chateslaine, exemplifying the
most refined social
ome. Others, 1

in all else they their bralos

British court, have

10 thelr sex at
., ‘whoses paths
ore Germeny
administration

rding the affron
hite knew perfectly well
that would be said, but she was an old campaigner,
In the courts of
and wherever her husband’s
him since, as Mlss Margaret Stuyve-

nt Rutherford, of New York, she
1879 lai‘bmuht him the fortune she owned In her

ght.

His diplomatic career %
Vienna as secretary of legation,
gnd his wife's fortune, not to mention the trivial sal-
ary the government paid him. enabled him to rise

that an American
was satisfied that it knew (ts own busineas, have dem-
onstrated thelr intellectual endowment as true con-

rts of Ltheir learnei husba
wife of Maurice
daughters, Patric

won her soclal
England, Ital

Btill others, ilke the ad 1
gan and his two charming
shown, In courts
omely and unpretentious as Denmark, how the
Amerioan girl and woman can
accomplished and exchptionally wel
mestle, fillal and all of the ideal cherished by the
wmost punetilious of forelgn conservatives,

married him (n
Carmel, have

n, modestly enough, at

once dignified.
d But hls own wealth

steadlly untll ambassadorships were awarded him by
right of expert ability and his wife's eminently sue-
cosaful management of his soclal interests,

In a far less consplouous fashion, yet no less effect-
ively, Miss J. B. Bryany the ?ur of Charies Page
Bryan, now 4 veteran of American diplomacy and our
minister tv Belgium, has for years been her capabls
brother's hostess and soclal adviser, It was only
recently that he relinguished the posat of minister to
Portugal, where Misa Bryan was especially persona
i"'? to the beautiful and accomplished Queen

melle,

The appalling murder of King Carlos, one of those
tregedies which the women concerned with Ametican
diplomatie life may at any time be shocked with,
cama upon the American friend of his widow so hor-
rityiogly that she has welcomed the change, ,Yet
that fearful drama, in surroundings measurably fa-
mjliar, Is one that might be paralleled In the ex-
perience of those women whoss husbands’ carsers lead
them further afleld than Europe.

Those women, missionaries displaying the homely
yet brilliant American training of women when they
are domiciled In Europe, become objects of the most
serious curlosity when they accompany our ambasss-
dors to so strange an environmeéent as Slam, Persia
and the more distant semi-barbarisms where the
weaker sex remains permanently doomed to its sub-
servience. The last terrible Boxer outbreak In China,
when the allles had to march to the rellet of the
legations. was one example of risk run In Its ex-
tremes of danger—and & notable [nstance of the

M that sdvanced him previously, It is interesting (8
note, In connection with his appointment to the

Bars

Philippines equaled only by s few of the mest
bard-worked ofclals who bave spent yeurs in the &
islands. .

Mr. Rockhlll's rise has been one that has at=
tracted wide attention ss being one of unususl
progression, apparéntly with no especial Infly !
to urge him onward. Whatever the conxl

Russian embassy, that Mrs, Rockhill is one of =
those friends of Mrs. Taft whose acquaintance is L
Jong standing and with likes and preforsnces CHAESS

are very tlose to hers jo
There have been, in .the paast, some one or tﬂl'
occasions which demonstrated that the I
ter 'or ambassador whose wife was not, in -
;n;:unmlﬂ sphere, fully his equal in culturs,
and shrewdness had far better begn without any
at all, so far is diplomatic value was
The remarkable thing about the American
in diplomacy ls that, with only the one or two &
tions, she murublr prdves equal to every dems
that the most exacting courts of the world can mi

‘A Terrier's Find

MOTHER instinet In the brute creation was il

trated the other day at Willlamsburg, N. ¥

when *“Jim,” a black-and-tan terrier o )

by Mrs. Ma Theodors, saved an abandoned oy,

from death through exposure. =
About 8 o'clock “Jim" madp s beeline for an &M
that leads to the street. He fald no attention to
calls of the children, and they wént arcund to |

what had become of him. E
“Jim" was smelling at a white bundle in the

dle of the alley. Tha ris brushed aside cloth
and found a 2-month-old boy baby. His little B

was blue from ocold and his breathing was very fal
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came the leader of the Nihilists, brought about
the death of Czar Alexander IT and was betrayed
into the hands of the authorities.

After almost incredible sufferings she was
transferred from river prison into arctio
Russia, whenoe she escaped to London.

T i never conveived anything more won-
derful than this woman's life. Strong men by
hundreds went down under less terrible hardshi
than she survived. Scarcely another of those s
plotted with remains.

Yet her spirit remains unbroken. Bhe is still
with the revolutionaries. Bhe
. brave another such living death as she escaped
walked out of this to aid their eause. :
have all been carried

»n

This Vi Figner's greeting
from the eommudn‘t:‘:f a.nn.unim n.'im built
in the River Neva. There she spent twenty-three

Once a besutiful, high-minded girl, she

ODY has yet
P

ORTY years ago Mme Figner was one of the
most beautiful women in Russian soclety and
& most active revolutionary. While she was
stil a student the condition of the ignorant,

downtrodden Russian peasants had

be- aroused in her such & deep Yeeling of pity that she

impoveriahed

determined to devote her life to uplifting them,

With other seif-sacrificing students she went Into
the viilages and by teaching and example tried to
raise the peasants to & higher soclal level. Although
the revolutionists were not at that time %errorists, it

was consldered a crime even 1o educate the peasantry,
and the workers were harshly treated by the gov-
ernment. Thousands of Russia's noblest young men
and women were cxiled to Biberia on the Nimsiest
pretexts. BSince no Immediate change in the sttitude
of the government could be brought about by gentle
methods, the revolutionaries had recourse to violence

Vera Figner soon became the leader of the
Nihilist party. which was organised to bring about
the assassination of the ezar and many minor offi-
clals. Always at the head of some consplracy, she
showed stupendous gifts for organization., With a
reward of $5000 offered for her capture, she was
hunted high and low, night and day, by the police.
The manuner in which she outwitted them was mar-
valous,

She accomplished her end when the Czar Alexander
11 fell u victim to her bomb plot. Her triumph was
short-lived, howsver, for the pollce worked with re-
lentless vigor, and one by one the members of the
nihilistic circle disappeared Into the oblivion of
Siberia, or fled, until Mme, Figner alone remalned.

This beautiful young girl continued at her post
despite everything. At last she was sold into the
hands of the authorities by the traltor Degauleff and
brought before s court-martial. Even them her dig-
nified sand courageous manner, In the face of the ter-
rible fate which awaited her. made a powerful {m-
pression upon the court. As an act of “mercy” they
commuted the gustemary sentence of death to one of
perpetual penal servitude,

Then began her awful atonement. Welghted ddwn
with heavy chains attached to her wrists and ankles,
she had to walk the whole of the 5000 miles from St
Petersburg to Kars, In eastern SBiberia, where she was
to work in the minesa

LONG WINTER JOURNEYS

By the time she had arrived there, however, the
Russlan government had concalved a more diabollcal
form of punishment {han werk in the mines. In the
middle of the Neva river, near Lake Ladsgs, they had
erected a fortress, and they declded that Vera Figner
should end her days in one of ita cells, almost entiraly
below the lavel of The water.

In the midst of & severe Eiberlan winter she had
to journsy ail the way back again on foot. The hard-
shipe of the journey and the brutality of her escort
wers beyond bellef. At Inst, after months and meonths
of walking, tired and footsore, the party arrived at
the fortress. The prisoners were ferried to it In the

" shore of which I had taken leave under such

dark, and for twenty-three years after the prison
closed upon her Vera Figner never saw the lght of
day. When ahe was brought bhefore the director
the fortress, he sald to her: “Nobody has yet
out of this fortreas; they have all been carried out™

She was then conveyed to her cell Ly -

“It measured eight fest by ten feet™ mald q -
Figner in telling of her ordeal, “was low, dark, dampe
and Its walls were painted black, 5o as to cast & despen =
gloom In our hearts. The stillness was awful aad |
many prisoners were driven mad. Thelr shrioks made

the night hideous for us, (RN

MANY DRIVEN TO SUICIDE

“Sometimes we heard a door open. It was tha
signal that & comrade had dled. Some committedimiis
cide, ths most horribls death being preferable :‘* y
their present torture. One, a former friend, rod
the paraffine out of his lamp -over the bed and S
set fire to the lot, and burmed to. death. .Another diss =
emboweled herself with a broken lamp globa Sk’

“Then the governor tried to rob us of the few
privileges we possessed. This I wounld not stand, snd =
prepared to sacrifice myself.’ Upon & petition from
the governor came Into my cell BSuddenly I Jumped
upon him and tore his epaulettes ffom his shoulde ]

“The penalty for this was death; but I knew thal
befors execution I would be breught to trial
1 could let the world know of our sufferings.
authorities suw through my plans and I was not )

“At last we recelved word, even In this Mving teo
that a new revolution was on foot, and again we beE
to hope. The year 196 camey with its great
and the constifution. ~

“After twenty-three years of a lving death X
once more Able to set eyes upon the sky, to grest

chopyclmimnl. 3
et 1 was not to be fres, for I was-at
to the arctle sone of northern Russis.
“Ah! how happy 1 was at the news of th
stroggle betweean the people and the cmar,
longed to take part n It! e
“f nad mo rest, @my or night, untll I
to fles, but than—oh! trony ofafateli~when L et
the revolution was crushed and the csar Wos |
ones moeres. ..
“The executions, the outrages and o
priséns nearly broke my heart, and more Iha
bud & secret Jonging to retwn to my N
Sehlusseldurg, where at least [ was lgu
horrors ! g A ,{.‘;-_;- "y
“But now I am hopeful again

new revolution will ast b
to hear tha A8G AN
Then 1 shwil hat I B
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